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CHAP. XXXltl. 

Death of Honorius. — Palentinian III. Emperor of the 
Eaji. — Adminijiration of his Mother Placidia.'^ 
Mtius and Boniface. — Conqueji of Africa by the 
Vandals^ \ ' ^: , 

DURING ^ long^ and difgracefiil rdign chap. 
of twenty-eight years, Honorius, emperor .^ ^^!^ 
of the Weft, was feparated from the frieiidfhip Laft years 
of his bfotber, and aftdrward^ of his nephiew, of alno- 
ixrho reigned over the Eaft ; and Conftantinople ^"s* 
beheld, with apparent indiifference and fecret joy, A'ug,*»7/ 
the calamities of Rome. The ftrange adventures 
of Placidia ' gradually renewed, and cemented, 
the alliance bf the tWo empires. The daughter 

* See Tol. V, p. 33a— 355* 

Vol. VI. B ©f 



2 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^xxxiii^' of the great Theodofius had been the captive^ 
and the queen, of the Goths ; fhe loft an affec- 
tionate hufband; fhe was dragged in chains by 
his infulttng aflailin; (he tafted the pleafure of 
revenge, and vas exchasged^ in the treaty of 
peace, for fix hundred thoufand meafures of 
wheat. After her return from Spain to Italy, 
Placidia experienced a new perfccution in the 
bofom of her family. She was averfe to a mar- 
riage, which had been ftipulated without her 
confent ; and the brave Conftantius, as a nobia 
reward for the tyrants whom he bad vanfuiihed, 
received, from thfe hand of Honorius himfelf, 
the ftruggling and reluftant hand of the widow 
of Adolphus. But her refinance ended with the 
ceremony of the nuptials ; nor did Placidia refufe 
to become the ippther of Jfonorta. and Valentinian 
the third, or to affume and exercife au abfblute 
dommion over the mind of her grateful hufband. 
The generous foldier, whofe time had hitherto 
been divided between focial pleafure and military 
fervice, was taught new leffons of avarice and 
ambition : he extorted the title of Auguftas } «ni^ 
the fervant of Honorius was afl^ciat^d to the 
empire of the Weft. The death of Gpuftantiu^, 
in the fevtuth month of his reign^ iafte^id of 
diminifhing, feemed to tncros^e, tho power of 
Placidia } and the indecent familiarity* of fa«r 

brotfaeTf 

* Tk mi^x^ 'caTA i-ojtA« f iX»}/A«TflPf u tb^ ekpreflipn of Olynapiodonift 
(apiid Photiuin, p. 197.} 9 ^ho raeani> perhaps, to defcribe the 
fame carefles which Mahomet beftowed on ht$ daugittr Fhatemah. 
Qjiando (fayt the prophet himfeif ), quando fubit mihi defiderhim 
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brcJther, ivhich might be no more than the fytn|>. c w a v. 
toms of a chtldiifa affedion, were univerfalty 
attributed to inceftuous love. On a fudden, by 
feme bafc intrigues of a fteward and a nurfe, this 
exceffive fondnefs was converted into an irrecon* 
cileable quarrel: the debates of the emperor and 
his fifter were not long confined within the walls 
of the palace ; and as the Gothic foldiers adhered 
to their queen, the city of Ravenna was agitated 
with bloody and dangerous tumuUs, which could 
only be appcafed by the forced or voluntary re- 
treat of Placidia and her children. The royal 
exiles landed at Conftantinople, foon after the 
marriage of Theodofius, during the feftival of 
the Perfian vidories. They were treated with 
kindnefs and magnificence j but as the ftatues of 
the emperor Conftantius had been rejeded by the 
Eaftern court, the title of Augufta could not de- 
cently be allowed to his widow. Within a few 
months after the arrival of Placidia, a fwift met 
fenger announced the death of Honorius, the 
confequence of a dropfy ; but the important fecret 
was not divulged, till the neceffary orders had 
been difpatched for the march of a large body of 
troops to the fea-coaft of Dalmatia. The (hops 
and the gates of Conftantinople remained fliut 
during feven days ; and the lofs of a foreign 
prince, who could neither be efteemed nor re- 

Paradiii> ofculor cam, et ingero Hnguam meam in os ejus. But this 
fenfual indulgence was juftified by miracle and myftery$ and the 
anecdote has been communicated to the public by the Reverend 
Father Maracci, in hU Verfion and Confutation of the Koran^ 
torn* 1. p. 32. 

B 2 gretted. 
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4 THE DECtlNE AND Vhhh 

CHAP, gretted, was celebrated with loud and affcfterf 
v^,.-^,^. demonftrations of the public grief- 
Elevation While the minifter* of Conftantinopk delibe- 
the uful *fr *"^^^^» ^^^ vacant throne of Honorius was ufurped 
John, by the ambition of a ftranger. Thfe name of the 
rebel was John: he filled the confidential office 
of Prhnkeriusj or principal fecretary ; and hiftory 
has attributed to his cbaradter more virtues, than 
can eaiily be reconciled with the violation of the 
inoft facred duty. Elated by the fubmiflion of 
Italy^ and the hope of an alliance with the ttuns, 
John prefumed ^ to infult, by an embaffy, the 
majefty of the Eaftern emperor ; but when he 
underftood that his agents had been banifhed, 
imprifoned, and at length chaqed away with de- 
fer ved ignominy, John- prepared to affert, by 
arms, the injuftice of his claims. In fuch a 
caufe, the grandfon of the great Theodoiius 
Ihould have marched in perfon : but the young 
emperor was eafily diverted, by his phyficians, 
from fo rafli and hazardous a defign ; and the 
conduct of the Italian expedition was prudently 
entrufted to Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who 
had already fignah'zed their valour againft the 
Perfians. It was refolved, that Ardaburius fliould 
embark with the infantry ; whilO: Afpar^ at the 
head of the cavalry, conducted Placidia, and her 
fon Valentiniai!i, along the fea-coaft of the Ha- 
driatic. The march of the cavalry was performed 
with fuch aClive diligence,' that they furprifed, 
without refiftance, the important city of Aquileia j 
,when the hopes of Afpar were unexpeftedly con- 
founded 
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fcunded by the intelligence, that a ftorm had ^xxxiiT' 
difperfed the Imperial fleet ; and that his father, 
ivith only two gallies, was taken and carried a 
prifoner into the port of Ravenna. Yet this in- 
cident, unfortunate as it might feem, facilitated 
the conqueft of Italy. Ardaburius employed, 
or abufed, the courteous freedom which he was 
permitted to enjoy, to revive among the troops a* 
fenfe of loyalty and gratitude; and, as foou as* 
the confpiracy was ripe for execution, he invited,' 
by private melTages, and prefied the approach of, 
Afpar. A fhepherd, whom the popular credulity 
transformed into an angel, guided the Eaftem 
cavalry, by a fecret, and, it was thought, an im-* 
paffable road, through the moraffes of the Po:. 
the gates of Ravenna, after a fhort flruggley 
wer€ thrown open ; and the defencelcfs tyrant was 
delivered to the mercy, or rather to the cruelty, 
of the conquerors. His right hand was firll cut 
off; and, after he had been cxpofed, mounted 
on an afs, to the public derifion, John was be- 
headed in the circus of Aquileia. The emperor 
Theodofius, when he received the news of the 
viftory, interrupted the horfe-races ; and finging, 
as he marched through the flreets, a fuitable 
pfalm, conduced his people from the Hippodrome 
to the church, where he fpent the remainder of the 
day in grateful devotion '. 

I For thefe revolutions of the Weftern Empire, confult Olym. 
pjo^or. apud Phot. p. 1929 193. 196, 197. aoo. Sozomen, 1. ix. 
c. i6. Socrates, 1. vii* 23, 24. Philoftorgius> 1. xii. c. 10, ii. and 
Godefroy, Di/Tertat. p. 486. Procopius» de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. 
c. 3. p. 182, 183. Theophanesy in Chronograph, p. 7a> 73, and 
t3m Cbronicles. 
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xxxin. 

Valenti- 
nian III. 
emperor 
of the 
Wcfl, 

A. D. 
♦*5— 455- 



In a monarchy^ which, according to various 
precedents, might be confidered as ele£live, or 
hereditary, or patrimonial, it was impoifible that 
the intricate claims of female and collateral fua^ 
ceffibn fliould be clearly defined*; and Theo- 
^ofius, by the right of confangUinity or con- 
queft, might h^ve reigned the fole legitimate 
emperor of the Romans. For a moment, per- 
haps, his eyes were dazzled by the profpeA of 
vnbouJDudcd fway; but his indolent temper gra- 
dually acquiefced in the didates of found policy. 
He contented himfelf with the poffeffion of ,the 
Eafl: ; and wifely relinquiflied the laborious rafk 
of waging a diftant and doubtful war againil the 
Barbarians beyond the Alps ; or of fecuring the 
obedience of the Italians and Africans, whofe 
minds were alienated by the irrcconcileable dif- 
ference of language and intercft. tnftead of 
liftening to the voice of ambition, Theodofius 
refolved to imitate the moderation of his grand- 
father, and to feat his coufin Valentinian on the 
throne pf the Weft. The royal infant was dif- 
tinguilhed at Conftantinople by the title of Nobi^ 
li/ftmus : he was promoted, before his departure 
from Theffaloiiica, to the rank and dignity of 
Cafar; and, after theconqueft of Italy, the pa* 
trician Helion, by the authority of Theodofius, 
and in the prefence of the fenate, faluted Valen- 



4- Sec Groiius de Jarc Belli et Pacis, 1. ii. c. 7. He has labori- 
oufly, but vainly, attempred to form a reafonable fyftem of }unT- 
prudence, from the various and difcdrdant modes of royal fucceA 
^on» which have been introduced by fraud or force, by time or 
accident. 

tiftiim 
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tifihji the, third by the n4mc of Auguftu^ aad ^ hap. 
folemnly invefted him with the diadem, and the 
Imperial purple '. By the agreement of the three 
females who governed the Romam worid^ the foa 
erf Placidla was betrothed to Eudoxia^ the d^ugK- 
ter of Theodofius and Athenaui ; aad, as^ ibon as 
the lover and his bride had attained the age of 
puberty, this honourable alliance was faithfuUy 
accompliihed. At the fame time, as a compe&« 
fation, perhaps, for the expences of the war, tha 
Wdlern Illyricum was deftached from the Italiam 
domtnions, and yielded to the throne of Coi^f 
ftantinople **. The emperor of the Eaft acquired 
the ufeful dominion of the rich and maritime 
province of Dalmatia, and the dangerous fove* 
rdgnty of Pannonia and Noricum,. which had 
been filled and ravaged above twenty years, by a 
promifcuous crowd of Huns^ Oftrogoths, Van- 
dals, and Bavarianr. Theodofiu^ and Valentinian 
continued to refped the obligations or their pub<- 
lie and domeflic alliance ; but the unity of the 
Roman government was finally diflblved. By a 
pofitive declaration, the validity of all future 
laws was limited to the dominions of their pecu- 
^liar author} unlefs he fhould think proper to 
communicate them, fubfcribed with his own 

-* The original writers arc not agreed (fee Muraton» Annali 
d^Italia, torn* iv. p. 139-) whether Valentinian received the Impe- 
rial diadem at Rome or Ravenna. In this uncertainty, I am willing 
to believe, that fome refpe^ was (hewn to tlie fenate. 

6 The Count de Buat (Hid. des Peuples de TKurope, torn, viu 
p. 29X— 300*) has eftabliihed the reality, explained the motiveS| and 
traced the confeq^iences of this remarkable ceflion. 

B 4 hand, 
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ixxu/' hand^ for the approbation of hb independent 

V— v-w colldsigue/. ./ - 

Admini- * V^lentinian, when he received the title of Au-.. 

hifmrthcr g^^^^> ^^^ ^^ tnoxe than fix years of age : and 

Piacidia, his long minority was entrufted to the guardian 

^.j-J.. ' care of a mother, who might affert a female 

clain^ . to the fuccefllon of the Weftern empire. 

piacidia • envied) but ihe could not equal, the 

reputation and* virtues of the wife and fifter of 

Theodofms; the elegant genius of Eudqcia, the 

wife and fucccfsful policy of Pulcheria. The 

mother of Valentinian was jealous of the power^ 

which Ihe was incapable of exercifing*: ihe 

reigned twenty-five years, in the name of her fon j 

and the chara^er of that unworthy emperor gra? 

dually countenanced the fufpicion, that Placidia 

had enervated his youth by a diffoliite education^ 

and ftudioufly diverted his attention from every 

H^rtwo taahly and honourable purfuit. Amidft the de- 

STtfus^and ^^y ^^ military fpirit, her armies were commanded 

Bouitace. ^ - 

■' 7 See the fir ft Novel of Theodofius, by which he ratifies and com> 
tiilMjicates (A-D. 4.38.) the Theodofian Cpde. About forty years 
before that tiiney the unity of legidation had been proved by an ex- 
ception. The Jews, who were numerous in the cities of Apulik 
and Calabria„ produced a low of the £aft to juftrfy their exemption 
from municipal offices (Cod. Tbeod. 1. xvi. tit. viii, leg. 13.) } ^n^t 
the Wtiiern emperor was obliged to invalidate, by a fpeciai edif)-, 
the lawj quam conftat meis partibus efTe damnofam. Cod. Theod* 
1. xi. tit. i, leg. 158. 

8 Cafliodorius (Varior. 1. xi. cpift. i. p. 138. ) has compared the 
regencies of Placidia and Amalafuntha. He arraigns the weaknefs 
ot the mother of Valentinian, and praifes the virtues of his royat 
jniftrefs. On this occafion, flattery fecms to have fpoken the language 
of truth. 



n 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 9 

by two generals, j32tius • and Boniface *% who ^S^f ^* 
may be defervedly named as the laft of the 
Romans. Their union might have fupported a 
finking empire; their difcord was the fatal and 
immediate caufe of the lofs of Africa. The in- 
vafion and defeat of Attila have immortalized the 
fame of ^tius ; and though time has thrown a 
(bade over the exploits of his rival, the defence 
of Marfcelles, and the deliverance of Africa, 
atteft the military talents of Count Boniface. In 
the field of battle, in partial encounters, i|i fingle 
combats, he was ftill the terror of the Bar- 
barians ; the clergy, and particularly his friend 
Auguftin, were edified by the Chriftian piety, 
which had once tempted him to retire from the 
world ; the people applauded his fpotlefs integrity; 
the army dreaded his equal and inexorable jitftice^ 
which may be difplayed in a very Angular ex- 
ample. A peafant, who complained of the cri- 
minal intimacy between his wife and a Gothic fol- 
dier, was direfted to attend his tribunal the follow- 
ing day : in the evening the count, who had dili- 

9 Philoftorgius, 1, xii. c. ii, and Godefroy's DlfTerlat. p* A-9U 
&c. 5 and Renatus Frigeridus, apud Gregor. Turon. 1. ii. c. S- 
hi torn. ii. p. 163. The father of J£tiu$ was Gaudentius, an tliul- 
tripos citizen of the province of Scytbia, and mafter-general of tho 
cavalry : his mother was a rich and noble Italian. From his ear* 
lief! yoirthy ^tius> as a foldier and a hoftage, had converfcd witii 
the Barbarians. 

10 For the chara^er of Boniface, fee Olynipiodorus, apud Phot, 
p. 196. ; and St. Auguftin. apud l^illemonty Memoires Ecclef. 
torn. xiii. p. 712-^715. 8S6» The biihop of Hippo at length de. 
plored the fall of his friend, who, after a folemn vow of chaftity^ 
had married a fecotid wife of the Arian CtSt^ and who was fufpe^ed 
of keeping feveral concubines in bis houfe. 

gently 
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CHAP, gently mformcd himfelf of the time and place <^ 
the aflignatbn, mounted his horfe, rode ten miles 
into the country, furprifed 'the guilty couple, 
puniflied the foldier with inftant death, and 
filenced the complaints of the hufband, by pre- 
fenting him, the next morning, with the head of 
the adulterer. The abilities of iEdus and Boni« 
face might have been ufefully employed againft: 
the public toemies, in feparate and important 
commands ; but the experience of their paft con« 
dn&, ihould have decided the real favour and con* 
fidence of the emprefs Placidia. Jn the melan- 
choly feafon of her exile and diftrefs, Boniface 
alone had maintained her caufe with unihaken 
fidelity ; and the troops and treafures of Africa 
had eflentially contributed to extinguilh the 
rebellion. The lame rebellion had been fup-* 
ported by the zeal and activity of ^tius, who 
brought an army o/fixty thoufand Huns from the 
Danube to the confines of Italy, for the fervice 
of the ufurper. The untimely death of John 
compelled him to accept an advantageous treaty ; 
but he ftill continued, the fubjedt and the foldier 
of Valentinian, to entertain a fecret, perhaps a 
treafonable, correfpondence with his Barbarian 
allies, whofe retreat had been purchafed -by liberal 
gifts, and more liberal promifes. But ^tius 
pofTeifed an advantage of fingular moment ia 
a female reign: he was prefent: he befieged, , 
with artful and afliduous flattery, the palace of 
Ravenna; difguifed his .dark defigns with the 
maik of loyalty and &iendfhip; and at length 
10 deceived 
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deceived both his miftrefs and his abfent rival, chap. 

XXXIII* 

by a fubtle coiifpiracy, which a weak woman, ^.^^^ 
and a brave man,, could * not eafily fufpcft. He Error and 
fecretly perfuaded " Placidia to recal . Boniface glnlf;^ 
from the government of Africa ; he fecretly ad- in Africa, 
vifed Boniface to difpbey the Imperial fummons: ^^M*^* 
to the one, he reprefented the other as a fentence 
of death ; to the other, he dated the refufal as a 
fignal of revolt ; and when the credulous and un- 
fufpe£tful. count had armed the province in his 
defence, iEtius applauded his fagacity in fore* 
feeing the rebellion, which his own perfidy had 
excited. A temperate enquiry into the real 
motives of Boniface, would have reftored a faith- 
ful fervant to his duty and to the republic ; but 
the arts of -ZEtius ftill continued to betray and 
to inflame, and the count was urged, by per- , 
fecudon, to embrace the moft defperate counfels. 
The fuccefs with which he eluded or repelled the 
firft attacks, could not infpire a vain confidence, 
that, at the head of fome loofe, diforderly Afri- 
cans, he fliould be able to withftand the regular 
forces of the Weft, commanded by a rival, whofc 
military chara£ter it was impoilible for him to 
defpife. After fome hefitation, the laft ftruggles 
of prudence and loyalty, Boniface difpatched a 
trufty friend to the court, or rather to the camp, 
of Gonderic, king of the Vandals, with the pro- 

» Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. L i. c. 3»4. p. jSa— 186.) relates 
the fraud of ^tiu8, the revolt of Boniface, and the lofs of Africa. 
This anecdote, which is fuppotted by fome collateral teftimony (fpt 
Ruinart, Hift. Periecut. Vaitdal. p. 410, 411. }» fsems agreeable to 
the pra£^ice of ancient and modern coiirtt, au4 would be naturally 
levealed by the repentance of Boniface. 

. po&l 
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CHAP, pofal of a ftria alliance^ and the offer of an advanta- 
v^...,-.,,-^ geous and perpetual. fettlement. 
jic invites After the retreat of the Goths, the authority of 
dai«, Honorius had obtained ^ precarious eftablilhment 

^.D.418. jp Spain; except only in the province of Gal- 
licia, where, the Suevi and the Vandals had for- 
tified their camps, in mutual difcord, and hoftile 
independence. The Vandals prevailed ; and their 
adverfaries were befieged in the Nervafian hills, 
between Leon and Oviedo, till the approach of 
Count Afterius compelled, or rather provoked^ 
the vi^lorious Barbarians to remove the fcene of the 
war to the plains of Bcctica. The rapid progrefs 
. pf the Vandals foon required a more effeSual 
oppofition ; and the mafter-general Caftinus 
marched againfl them with a numerous army of 
Romans and Goths. Vanquiflied in battle by an 
inferior enemy, Cailinus fled with diflionour to 
Tarragona; and this memorable defeat, which 
has been reprefented as the puniftiment, was moft 
probably the effed, of his rafli prefumption "• 
Seville and Carthagena became the reward, or 
rather the prey, of the ferocious conquerors ; and 
the veffels which they found in the harbour of 
Carthagena, might eafily tranfport them to th^ 
ijQes of Majorca and Minorca, where the Spaptiffx, 
fugitives, as in a fecure recefs, had vainly con- 
cealed their families and their fortunes. Th^ 

. i^ See the Chronicles of Profperand Idatius. Salvian (de Guber- 
nat. Dei, 1. yii. p. 24.6. Paris, 1608.) afcribes the vi^ory of the 
V|nda!s to their fuperior piety. They fafted, they praytd, they car- 
ried a Bible in the front of the Ho(i, wkh the defign, perhaps, of re- 
pioachiDg the perfidy and facrilege of tjieir enemies. 

t expe-i 
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experience of navigation, and perhaps the profpeft c hap. 
of Africa, encouraged the Vandals to accept the w.:-v^ 
invitation which they received from Count Boni- 
face; and the death of Gonderic ferved only to 
forward and animate the bold enterprife. In the 
room of a prince, not confpicuous for any fuperior 
powers of the mind or body, they acquired his 
baftard brother, the terrible Genferic " ; a name, Genferic, 
which, in the deftruftion of the Roman empire, vandaU?* 
has deferved an equal rank with the names of 
Alaric and Attila. The king of the Vandals is 
defcribed to have been of a middle ftature, with 
a lamenefs in one leg, which he had contrafted 
by an accidental fall from his horfe. His flow 
and cautious fpeech feldom declared the deep 
purpofes of his foul : he difdained to imitate the 
luxury of the vanquilhed ; but he indulged the 
fterner paffions of anger and revenge. The am- 
bition of Genferic was without bounds, and with- 
out fcruples ; and the warrior could dexteroufly 
employ the dark engines of policy to folicit the 
allies who might be ufcful to his fuccefs, or to 
fcatter among his enemies the feeds of hatred and 
contention. Almoft in the moment of his depar- 
ture he was informed, that Hermanric, king of 
the Suevi, had prefumed to ravage the Spanifli 

>1 Gizencus (his name is varioufly exprefled) ftatura mediocrift 
et equi cafu claudicans, animo profundus, fermone ranis, luxurise. . 
contemptor, ira turbidus habendi, cupid\is» ad Tolicitandas gentet 
, provident idimus, femina contentionum jacere, odia mifcere paratus. 
Jor'nandes, de Rebus Geticis, c. 33. p. 657. This portrait, which 
is drawn with fome fkil), and a Qrong iikenefsj muil have been 
copied from the Gothic hiftor^ of CafTiodorius* 

1 territories, 
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CHAP, territories, which he was refolved to abandon. 

XXXIII 

^.^^^^f Impatient of the infult, Genferic purfued the 
bafty retreat of the Suevi as far as Merida; 
precipitated the king and his army into the river 
Anas, and calmly returned to the fea-(hore> to 
He lands embark his victorious troops. The velTels which 
A ^^^* transported the Vandals over the modern Streights 
May» * of Gibraltar, a channel only twelve miles in 
breadth, were furnilhed by the Spaniards, who 
anxioufly wiflied their departure; and by the 
African general, who had implored their for- 
midable affiftance '\ 
and re- Our fancy, fo long accuftomed to exaggerate 

▼icwshig gj^j multiply the martial fwarms of Barbarians 
A,D.439« that feemed to iflue from the North, will pef- 
haps be furprifed by the account of the army 
which Genferic muflered on the coaft of Mau- 
ritania. The Vandals, who in twenty years had 
penetrated from the Elbe to Mount Atlas, were 
united under the command of their warlike king ; 
' and he reigned with equal authority over the 
Alani, who had palTed, within the term of hu- 
man life, from the cold of Scythia to the exceffive 
heat of an African climate. The hopes of the 
bold enterprife had excited many brave adven- 
turers of the Gothic nation ; and many defper^e 
provincials were tempted to repair their fortunes 

>4 See the Chronicle of IcUtius* That bifhop, a Spaniard and a 
contemporary, places the pafTage of the Vandals in the month of 
May, of the year of Abraham (which commences in Goober) 2444. 
This date, which coincides with A. D. 429, is confirmed by indore, 
another Spanifh bilbop, and is juftly preferred to the opinion of thofe 
writers, who have marked for thatevAit, one of the two preceding 
years. See Pagi Critica, torn* ii. p. 205, &c« 

by 
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by the feme meam whidi had occafioned their ^j^^^^' 
ruin. Yet this various multitude amounted only w--\-'*-* 
to fifty thoufand effeSive men ; and though Gen- 
feric artfully magnified his apparent ftrcngth, by 
appointing eighty cbiliarchsy or commanders of 
thouiands, the fallacious increafe of old men, of 
children, and of ilaves, would fcarcely have 
fwelled his army to the number of fourfcore 
thoufand perfons ". But his own dexterity, and 
th^difcontsems of Africa, foon fortified the Van- 
dal powers, by the acceflion of numerous and 
adive allies. The parts of. Mauritania, which The 
border on. the great defert, and the Atlantic ^^"v 
ocean, were filled with a fierce and untradlable 
race of men, whofe favage temper had been 
exafperated, rather than reclaimed, by their dread 
of the Roman arms. The wandering Moors *% 
as they gradually ventured to approach the fea- 
ihor^, and the camp of the Vandals, mufl: have 
viewed with terror and aftoniihment the drefs, 
the armour, the martial pride and difcipline of 
the unknown ftrangers, who had landed on their 

'f Compare Piocopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1* i* c. 5. p. 190.) and 
Vt6lor Vttenfis (4e Perfecutione VandaU K i. c. i. p. 3. edit. Rui« 
ayt). We are nflured by Idfttiiu, that Genferic evacuated Spain; 
cum Vandalis ommbui eorumque familiis j and Polfidius (io Vit. Au* 
guftin. c. 28. apud Kuinarr, p. 427.) defcribes his army, as manut 
ingens immaniirai gentium Vandalorum et Alanomm, commixtam 
Tecum hablens Gothorum gentem, aliarumque diverfarum perfonas* 

■* For the manners of the Moors, fee Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 
1. ii. c. 6. p» 249.) ; for their figure and complexion, M. de BufTon 
(Hiftoire Naturelle, torn. iii. p. 430.). Procopius fays in general, 
that the Moors had joined the Vandals before the death of Valen. 
ttnian (de Bell. Vandal. 1. 1. c. 5. p. T90.) j and it is probable, 
that the independent tribea did not embrace any uniform fyftem of 
policy. 

coaft } ' 
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CHAP, coaft ; and the fair complexions of the blue-^yed 
warriors of Germany, formed a very lingular 
contraft* with the fwarthy or olive hue, which is 
derived from the neighbourhood of the torrid 
zone. After the firft difficulties had in fomc 
meafure been removed, which arofe from the 
mutual ignorance of their refpeftive language, the 
Moors, regardlefs of any future confequencc, 
embraced the alliance of the enemies of Rome; 
and a crowd of naked favages ruihed from the 
woods and vallies of Mount Atlas, to fatiate their 
revenge on the polilhed tyrants, who had inju* 
rioufly expelled them from the native fovereignty 
of the land. 

The Do- The pcrfecution of the Donatifts" was an 
event not lefs favourable to the defigns of Gen- 
feric. 3eventeen years before he landed in Africa, 
a public conference was held at Carthage, by the 
order of the magiftrate. The Catholics were 
fatisfied, that, after the invincible reafons which 
they had alleged, the obftinacy of the fchifmatics 
muft be inexcufable and voluntary ; and the em- 
peror HonoriUs was perfuaded to inflift the moft 
rigorous penalties on a faftion, wlych had io 
long abufed his patience and clemency. Threr^ 
hundred bifliops'% with many thoufands of the 
inferior clergy, were torn from their churches, 

*7 Sec Tillemont, Memoircs Ecclef, torn. xiii. p. 516—558.5 
and the vchole fcries of the perfecution, in the original inoixuments, 
puhlifhcd by Dupin at the end of Optatus^ p. 323 — 515. 

•8 The Donatifl hifhops, at the conference of Carthage, amouDted 
to 179 { and they alTerted, that their whole number was not lefs than. 
400. The Catholics had 286 prefent, xao abfenty befide» fixty^foitr 
vacant biOioprics. 

9 . ftripped 
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(Iripped of their ecclefiaftical poiTeffions, baniihed 
to the iflandsy and profcribed by the laws, if they 
prefumed to conceal themfelves in the provinces 
of Africa. Their nutnerous congregations, both 
incities and in the country, were deprived of the 
rights of citizens, and of the exercife' of religious 
worfliip. A regular fcale of fines, from ten- to 
two hundred pounds of filver, was curioufly af- 
certained, according to the diftinftions of rank 
and fortune, to ptinifli the crime of affiding at a 
fchifmatic conventicle ; and if the fine had been 
levied five times, without fubduing the obftinacy 
of the offender, his future punifhment was refer- 
red to the difcretion of the Imperial court '^ By 
thefe feverities, which obtained the warmeft ap* 
probation of xSt. Auguftin ***, great numbers of 
Donatifis were reconciled to the Catholic church : 
but the fanatics, who ftill perfevered in their op- 
pofition, were provoked to madnefs and defpair } 
the diftraded country was filled with tumult and 
bloodflied ; the armed troops of Circumcellions 
alternately pointed their rage againft themfelves, 
or againft their adverfaries ; . and the calendar of 

»9 The fifth title of the fixtccnth book of the Theodofian Code, 
exhibits a feries of the Imperial laws againft the Donatifts, from the 
year 400 to the year 428. Of thefe the 54th law, * promulgated by 
Honoriias, A.D. 414, is the moft fevere and effe6tual. 

•^ St. Auguftin altered his opinion with regard to the proper 
treatment of heretics. His pathetic declaration of pity and indul- 
gence for the Manichxans, has been inferted by Mr. Locke (vol. iil. 
p. 469.} among the choice fpecimens of his common>pIace book. 
Another philofopher, the celebrated Hayle (torn. ii. p. 44.5—496.), 
has refuted, with fuperfiuous diligence and ingenuity, the arguments, 
by which the brlhop of Hippo juftified, in his old age^ the perfecutiun 
of the Oouatifts. 

Vol. VL C martyrs 
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CHAP, toartyrs received on both fides a con0derable atigi 
\,.^>,^> menmipd". Under thefe circum^ances, Gen^ 
feric, a Chriftian, but an enemy of the orthodosc 
.communion, fhewed himfelf to the Donatifts as a 
powerful deliverer, from whom they might reafon- 
aWy expeft the repeal of the odious and oppreifive 
edicts of the Roman emperors**. The conqueft 
of Africa was facilitated by the aflive zeal, or the 
fecret favour, of a domeftic faction i thp wanton 
outrages againft; the, churches and the clergy, of 
which the Vandals are accufed, may be fairly im- 
puted to the fanaticifm of their allies ; ajad the in- 
tolerant fpirit, which difgraced the triumph of 
Cbriftianity, contributed to the Ipfs qf the moft 
important province of the Weft *'• 
Tardy re The court and the people yretfi ?ftonilhed 
Sf BonU ^y ^^^ ftfange intelligence, that a virtVQus herpj 
face, after fo many favours, qnd fo many fervicfsi,. k^(t 
A.D,43o. Jg^0^^^^^l jjjs allegiance, and invited the Barba- 

»* See Tillemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. xiii. p. 586 — 592. 8o5. 
The Donatifts boafted of tboufanis of thefe voluntary martyrs. Au- 
gvftin afTertSy and probably with truth, that thefe nutnbers were 
"much exaggerated; but he fternly maintainsi that it was htxx^ 
that fame (hould burn theoifelves in this world, than that dl ihould 
burn in hell flames. 

** According to St. Auguftin and Theodoret, the Donajtifts wec^ 
inclined to the principles, or at leaft to the party, of the Arians, 
which Genferic Ifupported. Tillemont, Mem* Ecclef, torn. vi. p. 68^ 

«3 See Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 428, N<^ 7, A. p« 439^ 
N*35. The cardinal, though more inclined to feek the caufe of 
^reat events in heaven than on the earth, has obferved the apparent 
conne6lion of the Vandals and the Donatifts. Under the reign of 
the Barbarians^ the fchifmatics of Africa enjoyed an obfcure peace 
of one hundred years i at the end of which, we may again trace 
them by the light of the Imperial perfecutions* See Tillemont^ 
Mem. Ecclcf, toni. vi, p. 192, &c. * * , 

. .rkns 
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tians tb deftfpy the province entrufted to his xxxnif' 
command. The friends of Boniface, who ftill 
beliered that his criminal behaviour might be 
excufed by fome honourable motive, folicited, 
during th^; abfence of ^tius, a free conference 
with the count of Africa j and Darius, an officer 
dF high diftin£Hon, was named for the important 
embafly **. In their fir ft interview at Carthage,' 
the imaginary provocations were mutually ex- 
plained ; the oppofite letters of iEtius were pro- 
duced and compared; and the fraud was eafily 
deteftcd. Placidia and Boniface lamented their 
fatal error; and the Count had fufficicnt magna- 
nimity to confide iti the forgivenefs of his fove- 
reign, or to expde his head to her future refent- 
ment. .His repentaincd was fervent and fincere; 
but he foon difcovered, that it was no longer in 
his power to reftore the edifice which hei had 
fiiaken to its foundations. Carthage, and the Ro- 
man garrifons, returned with their general to 
the allegiance of Valentinian; but the reft of 
Africa; was ftiU diftradfed 'with war and faction; 
said the inexprable king of the Vandals, difdain- 
ing all terms of accommodation, fternly refufed to 
r^Qqukh the pofleffion of bis prey. The band 
of veterans, who marched under the ftandard of 

*4 Ip a cpnfidential letter to Count Boniface, St. Auguftin, with* 
out examining the giounds of the quarrel, pioufly exhorts him to 
difcharge the duties of a Chriflian and a fubjcft ; to extricate himfelf 
without delay from his dangerous and guilty fituationj and even, if 
he could obtain the confent of his wife, to embrace a life of celibacj 
and penance (Tlllemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 890.)» The 
btibop was intimately conneAed with Darius^ tlie minifter of peaco 
(Id. torn. xui. p. ^aS.}. 

C Sit Bonifacej 
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xxxm^' Boniface, and his hafty levies of provindal troops, 
y^^^^^"^ were defeated with confiderable loft: the vifto* 
rious Barbarians infulted the open country; and 
Carthage^ Cirta, and Hippo Regius, .were the only 
cities that appeared to rife above the general in* 
undation. 
Dcfoia- The long and narrow traft of the African coaft 

Africa. ^^ fi^I^cl with frequent monuments of Roman 
art and magnificence ; and the refpeflive degrees 
of improvement might be accurately measured 
by the diflance from Carthage and the Mediter- 
ranean. A fimple refleftion will imprefs every 
thinking mind with the cleareft idea of fertility, 
and cultivation: the country was extremely po- 
pulous; the inhabitants referved a liberal fub«. 
fiftence for their own ufe ; and the annual ex- 
portation, particularly of wheat, was fo regular 
and plentiful, that Africa deferved the name of 
the common granary of Rome and of mankind. 
On a fudden, the feven fruitful provinces, from. 
Tangier to Tripoli, were overwhelmed by the 
invafion of the Vandals ; whofe deftru&ive rage 
has perhaps been exaggerated by popular ani- 
mofity, religious zeal, and extravagant decla- 
mation. War, in its faireft form, implies a per-* 
petual violation of humanity and juftice; and the 
hoftilities of Barbarians are inflamed by the fierce 
and lawlefs fpirit which inceflantly difturbs their 
peaceful and domeftic fociety. The Vandals, 
where they found refiftance, feldom gave quarter ; 
and the deaths of their valiant countrymen were 
- expiated by the ruin of the cities und^ whofe 
walls they had fallen. Carelefs of the diftinftions 
14 of 
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^f age, or fcx, or rank, they employed every fpecies xxxni*"' 
of indignity and torture, to force from the captivfes v— v-^-l^ 
a difcovery of their hidden wealt&. The ftern po- 
licy of Genferic juftified his frequent examples of 
military execution : he was not always the mafter 
of his own pafEons, or of thofe of his followers ; 
and the calamities of war were aggravated by the 
licentioiifnefs of the Moors, and the fanaticifm of 
the Don^tifts. Yet I fliall not eafiiy be perfuaded, 
that it was the common pradice of the Vandals 
to extirpate the olives, and other fruit-trees, of a 
country where they intended to fettle j nor can 
I believe that it was a ufual ftratagem to ilaughter 
great numbers of their prifoners before the walls 
of a befieged city, for the fole purpofe of in- 
feding the air, and producing a peftilence, of 
which they themfelves muil have he&a the firft vic- 
tims *'. 

The gcaierous mind of Count Boniface was tor- siege of 
tared by the exquifite diftrefs of beholding the a.d^so 
rain, which he had occafioned, and whofe rapid i^^y* 
progrefs he was unable to check. After the lofs 
of a battle, he retired into Hippo Regius ; where 
he was immediately befieged by an enemy, who 
confidered him as the real bulwark of Africa. 



' *^ The original complaints of the defolation of Africa are con- 
tained, I. In a letter from Caprtolus, biibop of Carthage, to excufe 
his abfence from the council of Epbefus (ap. Riiinart, p. 419.). 
ft. In the life of St. Auguttin, by his friend and colleague Poflidius 
(ap. Ruinarty p. 417.}. 3. In the Hiftory of the Vandalic Perfe- 
cution, by Victor Vitenfis (L i. c« 1, a, 3. edit. Kuinart). The laft 
piAure, whi^h was drawn fixty years after the event, is more ex^ 
preiRTe of the au^or*» paiEons than of the truth of h£iu 

C 3 The 



M THE DECLINE AND FALL ' 

CHAP. The maritime colony of Hippo *% aboift two hun- 

^^— v^ dred miles weftward of Carthage, had formerly 

acquired the dtftinguifliing epithet . of Regius^ 

from the refidence of Numidi^m kiBgs \ and fome 

remains of trade and populoufi^iefs ftill adhere to 

the modern city, which is known in Europe by 

the corrupted name of B<Hia« The mUitary la« 

hours, and anxious refledions, of Count Boai« 

face, were alleviated by the edifying converfa-* 

tion of his friend St. Auguftin *' \ till that biihop, 

the light and pillar of the 'Catholic church, wa$ 

Death of gently releafed, in the third month of the fiege, 

.St. Auguf- ^j^j jj^ jjjg feventy-fixth year of his age, from the 

a/d. 430. a^ual and the impending calamities of his ooun- 

A"g*«. try. The youth of Auguftin had been ftamed 

by the vices and errors whitb he fo ingemioally 

confefle$ ; biit from the moment of his conver- 

iion to that of his death, the manners pf the 

(nflKDp of ifippo were pure tod auftere : and the 

moft confpicuous of his virtues was an atdeni 

£eal againft heretits of every denomination ; the 

Manichaeans, the Donatifts, and the PdagiaoSgi 

againft whom he waged a perpetual controverfy. 

>^ See Cellarius, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. part ii, p. iii.. Leo 
African, in Ramufio, torn. 1. fol. 70. L'Afrique de MarmoF. torn. if. 
p. 434. 437. Shawns Travels, p. 46, 47. The old Hippo Regius 
ivas finally deftroyed by the Arabs in the feventb century; btKa^ 
sew town, at the diftance of two oiiles, was built with tbe macp. 
/ rials'} and it contained, in the fixleenth century, about three bun« 
dred families of induftrious, hut turbuleot, manufa^urera. Tb« 
adjacent territory is renowned for a pvre air^ a fertile. foi)^ and plenty 
0^ exquifite fruits. 

>7 The life of St. Augpftin, by TtUe«kpAt» fills a quartp volume 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn, xiii.) of ntore than one thoufaod pag^f i and the 
diligence of that learned J^nfenift was excited, on this occafion* by 
f^^iQvs and devout zeal for the founder of V^% ft£l^ 

Whea 
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When the city, fome mpnths after his death, was ^^xxin * 
burnt by the Vandals, the library was fortunately 
&ved, which contained his voluminous writings ; 
two hundred and thirty-two feparate books or 
treatifeS on theological fubjefts, befides a com* 
plete expofition of the plaker and the gofpel, 
and a copious magazine of epiftles and h6milie$ *'» 
Accordingpo the judgment of the mod impilrttal 
critics, 0Jt , faperficial learning of Auguftin . waft 
cotL^^ to the jLatin language ^^; and his ftylet 
thoi^ jh fometimes animated by the eloquence of 
foflion, is ufually clouded by falfe and affeded 
rheroric. But he pofiefied a firong, capacious, 
argumentative mind \ he boldly founded the dark 
abyfs of grace, predeftination, free-will, and 
oH^n^l fin ; and the rigid fyftem of Chriflianity 
which he framed, or reftored^ has been enter* 

*» Such at leaft is the. account of Viftor Vitcnfis (de Pcifecut. 
Vandal. 1. 1. c. 3.) \ though Gennadius feems to doubt whether any 
perfbn had read, or even colie^ed, aU the works of St. Auguftin 
((ee Hteronym. Opera, torn. i. p. 319. in Catalog. Scriptor. £ccler.}. 
Theyliave been repeatedly printed 5 and Dupin (Bibliotheque Ec- 
clfef. torn. iii. p. 158— 157.) has given a large and fatisfa^ory abf. 
RH€k of them, as they (land in the laft edition of the Bepedi^liriet. 
I^y peribnal acquaintance with the bifhop of Hippo does not extend 
beyond the Confejpont^ and the City ofGod* 

*9 In his early youth (ConfelT. i. 14..) St. Auguftin difliked and 
neglefted the fludy of Greek j and he frankly owns that he read the 
Platonifts in a Latin verfion (ConfefT. vii. 9.). Some modern cri* 
tics have thought, that his ignorance of Greek dlfqualified him frorti 
expounding the Scriptures j and Cicero or Qnintilian would have 
required the knowledge of that language in a profefTor of rhetoric. 

30 Thefe queftlons were fddom agitated, from the time of 
St. Paul to that of St. Auguftin. I am informed that ttie Grt^ fa» 
thers maintain the na^tural fentiments of the Semi-pelngians 5 and 
that the oiihydoxy of St. Augufiin was derived from the Manichaean 
fchooU 

3 C 4 tained. 
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^xx3tii?* ^^^9 ^*^^ public applaufc, and fecret rcluflance,* 
^^^•*^' by the Latin church *'• 

Defeat and By the ikill of Boniface^ and perhaps by the 
3o!^/acc, ignorance of the Vandals, the fiege of Hippo 
A.i?.43i. was protradled above fourteen •months : the fea 
was continually open; and when the adjacent 
country had been exhaufted by irregular rapine,t 
die befiegers themfelves were compelled by hr 
mine to relinquifh their enterprife. The im? 
portance and danger of Africa were deeply felt 
by the regent of the Weft. Placidia implored 
the affiftance of her eaftern ally ; and the Italian 
fleet and army were reinforced byAfpax, who 
failed from Conftantiiiople with a powerful arma-^ 
ment. As foon as the force of the two. empires 
was united under the comm^^nd of BoUifjtce, he 
boldly marched againft the Vandals; and the 
lofs of a fecond battle irretrievably decided the 
fate of Africa. He embarked with the precipi- 
tation of defpair ; and the people of Hippo were 
permitted, with their families and effefts^ to 
.occupy the vacant place of the foldiers, the great* 
eft part of whom were either ilain or made pri- 
foners by the Vandals. The Count, whofe fatal 

31 The church of Rome has canonifecl Auguflin, and reprobated 
Calvin* Yet as t\ke r$al difference between them is invifible even tp 
a theological microfcope i the Molinifts are oppreifed by the autho- 
rity of t|ie faiot, and the Janfenifts are dilgraced by their refemblance 
to the heretic. In the mea:) while the Proteftant Armenians ftand 
aloof* and deride the mutual perplexity of the difputants (fee a cu* 
rious Review of the Controverfy, by Le Clerc, Bibliotheque tjnivcr* 
felle» torn. xiv. p, i4f-*39){*)* Perhaps areafoper Aill more inde« 
)>eaden(, may fniiie in bis turn^ when he pervfcs an ArminiM Com- 
mentary on the Epiftle to the Romaos. 
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mduUty had wounded the vitals of the republic, chap. 
might enter the palace of Ravenna with fome ^^,^^>w 
anxiety, which was foon removed by the fmiles 
of Placidia. Boniface accepted with gratitude 
the rank of patri<ian, and the dignity of mafteiv 
general of the Roman armies j but he muft have 
bliifhed at the fight of thofe medals, in which' he 
;Kras reprefented with the name and attributes of 
yidory'% The difcovery of his fraud, the diC- 
pleafure of the emprefs, and the diftinguifhed 
favour of his rival, exafperated the haughty and 
perfidious foul of ^tius. He haftily returned 
from Gaul to Italy, with a retinue, or rather 
with an army, of Barbarian followers ; and fuch 
wias the weaknefs of the government, that the 
t:wo generals decided their private quarrel in a 
bjoody battle. Boniface was fuccefsful; but fac 
received in the conflif^ ^ mortal wound from the 
fpear of his adverfary, of which he expired within Hi^deatK 
a few days, in fuch Chriftian and charitable fen- * \*^** 
timents, that he exhorted bis wife, a rich heirels 
of Spain, tq accept ^tius for her fecoad huf* 
band* j^ut ^tius could not derive any ijnme- 
diate advantage from the generoflty of his dying 
enemy : he was proclaimed a rebel by the juflice 
of Placidia } and though hip attempted to defend 

3* Dacange» Fam. Byxant. p. 67* On one fide, the head of Va« 
Jentuaian i im the rererfey Boniface, with a fcourge in one hand, and 
^ palm in ihe other» ftanding in a triumphal car» which is drawn bf 
four borfes, or» in another meda)> by four Aag8$ an unlucky emblem ! 
J ihould dottbt whether another example can be found of the head of 
a Aibfeft on the rewrfe of an Imperial medal* Sec Science des Me* 
failles, by the Pere Jobert^ toin. i* p. i3x«»i50t edit, of i739> ^y ^^ 
j^aron dc la3aftie. 

fome 
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%.xxnh ^^^^ ft'ong fortreffes exeSted on his patrimoms! 

v^-^>^^ > eftate, the Imperial power foon compelled him 

to retire iiito Pannonia, to the tents of his faith* 

fol Huns. The republic was deprived, by their 

mutual difcordy of the fervice^of her two molt 

iilaflribus champions '^ 

trc^rth of It might naturally be expefled, after the re« 

dtebln"' ^^^^^ ^^ Boniface, that the Vandals would atchiete, 

Africa, without refiftancc or delay, the conqueft of Africa* 

♦s»---43?' Eight years however elapfed, from the etacua- 

tioa of Hippo to the reduction of Carthage^ 

In the midft of that interval, the Ambitious Gen^ 

feric, in the full tide of apparent profperity, 

liegociated a treaty of peace, by which he gav6 

i)tis fbn Hunneric for an hoftage ; and confented 

to leave the Weftern emperor in the undifturbed 

p6ffeffion of the three Mauritanias '*• This mo* 

deration, which cannot be imputed to the juftice, 

muft be afcribed to the policy, of the conquieron 

His throne was encompaflTed with domeftk ene- 

ibies ; who accufed the bafenefs of his birth, abd 

afiert^ the legitimate claims of his nephews, th^ 

ftms of Gonderic. Thofe nephews, indeed, he 

n Procopius (de I^ell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 3. p. 185.) contin-ues the 
hiftory of Boniface no farther than his return to Italy. . HU deatli 
h mentioned by Profper and Marceliinus 5 the exprtffion of thffc hat- 
ter, that -ffitius, the day before, had provided hi nafelf with a longer 
Spe^r, implies (bmcthing like a regular duel. 

34 See Procopiu$, de Btli. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p, 186; Valeiiti- 
nian publiflied feveral l)Umane bws, to relieve the diilveft of hit 
Numidian and Mrturitanian fubje^sj he difcharged them, in » great 
meafure^ from the payment of their debts, reduced their trtbote to 
OAe-cightb» and gave them a right of appeal from the provintial 
magiftrates to the praefeft of Rome* Qtd, Theod. torn. ri. NbvelU 

, p. II, 12. ^ • 
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fiicrificed to his fafety ; aiid their mother, Ae ^•vxin * 
widow of the deceafed king, wafi precipitated, by 
his order, into the river Atnpfaga. But the pub- 
lie difconteDt burft forth in dangerous and fire* 
quent confpiracies ; and the watlike tyrant it 
fuppofed to* have fhed more Vandal blood by the 
band of the esecutioner, than in thfe field of bat* 
tie". The conY^lfioiis of Alrica, which bad 
favoured his attack, oppofed the firm eftabliAk 
fiient of his power; and the various Seditions <tf 
the Moors and Germans, tbe Donatifts and O*- 
tholfds, continuaUy difturbed, or threatened, the 
unfettled reign of the conqueror. A« he ad# 
vanced towards Carthage, he Was forced to wiilu 
draw his troops from the Weftern ' ptorinc^s } 
the fea-coaft was expofed to the navsJ enters 
prifes of the Romans of Spain and Jtaly ; and, 
in the heart of Numidia, the ftrong inland citjf 
of Goita (Irll perfifted in obfttnate independence ^# 
Thefe difficulties were gradually fabdued .by thd 
ipirk, the perfeverance, and the cruelty of Gen* 
fericj who alternately appHfed the arts ef peace 
?md war <o the eftabliftiment of his African kmg«f 
dom* He (ubfcribed ^ fokmn tre^ty^ with the 
hope of deriving fome advantage from the tern^ 
of its cdndnuance, and the moment of its vio- 
lation. The vigilance of his enemies was relaxed, 
by the proteftations of friendftiip, which coa* 
cealed liis hoftile approach} and Carthage was at 

IS VlSkor Vltcnfis, de Pcrfecut. Vandal. I. ii. c. 5. p. ^6. Th« 
cruelties of Genferic towards his fubje6ls, are (Irongly cxpreiTcd ia 
f rofpcr's Chronicle^ A. D. 44a. 

iP JPolfidias, in Vit. Augu^in, c. 18. apud Ruinart, p. 4«S. 
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CHAP, length furprifcd by the Vandals, jSve hundred and 



eighty-five years after the deftruftion of the city 
and republic by the younger Scipio '^ 
They fur- A new city had arifen from its rqins^ with the 
prifeCai. ^j|jg ^f ^ colony ; and though Carthage might 
A.D.%39. yield to the royal prerogatives of Coxlftantinople^ 
^^^^^ ^' and perhaps to the trade of Alexandria, or the 
fplendor of Antioch, flie dill maintained the fe« 
cond rank in the Weft ; as the Ritme (if we may 
ufe the ftyle of contemporaries) of the Africsui 
urorld. That wealthy and opulent metropolis '% 
difplayedy in a dependent condition, the image 
of a flouriihing republic. Carthage contained 
the manufa&ures, the arms, and the treafures of 
the fix provinces. A regular fubordination of 
civil honours, gradually afcended from the pro« 
curators of the ftreets and quarters of the city, 
to the tribunal of tl^ fupreme magiftrate, who, 
with the title of proconful, reprefented the ftate 
and dignity of a conful of ancient Rome. Schools 
and jyffiiz^ were inftituted for the education of 
the African youth i and the liberal arts and man^ 
xier«, grammar, rhetoric, and philofophy, were 
publicly taught in the Greek and Latin languages. 

37 See the Chrontclet of Idatiuty Ifidore» Profper, and Marcel- 
lifitts. They mark the fame year, but different days^ for the fur- 
. prifal of Carthage. 

3t The picture of Carthage, aa it fl«uriflied in the fourth and fifth 
centuries, is taken from the Expofitio totius Mundi> p. 17, 1 8. in the 
third volume of Hudfon^s Minor Geographers, from Aufoniut de 
Claris Urkibu8» p. aaS, 119.; and principally from Salvian, de 
6ubernatione Dei, I. vii, p. 257, 258. I am furprifed that the No* 
iitis fiiould not place either a mint, or an arfena), at Carthage ; but 
only a gynecaeum, or female manufafture. 
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The buildings of Carthage were uniform and chapw 
magnificent : a fhady grove was planted in the 
xnidft of the capital j the new port,- a fecure and 
capaciQus harbour, was fubfervient to the com-, 
toercial induftry of citizens and ftrangeis; and,i 
the fplendid games of the circus and theatre 
were exhibited almoft in the prefence of the Bar- 
barians. The reputation of the Carthaginians^ 
was not equal to that of their country, and the 
reproach of Punic faith ftill adhered to their fub- 
tie and faithlefs charafter**. The habits of 
trad^, and the abufe of luxury, had corrupted 
their manners; but their impious contempt of 
monks, and the fliamelefs pradice of unnatural 
lufts, are the two abominations which excite the 
pious vehemence of Salvian, the preacher of the 
age ♦**. The king of the Vandals feverely reform- 
ed the vices of a voluptuous people; and the 
ancient, noble, ingenuous freedom of Carthage 
(thef(5 expreffions of Viftor are not without ener* 
gy), was reduced by Genferic into a ftate of 

59 The anonymous author of the Expofitio totius Mundi, <fom- 
pares» in his barbarous Latin, the country and the inhabitants j and» 
»fier ftigmatifing their want of faith, he cooTly concludes, Difficile 
autem inter eos inrenitur bonus, tannen in multis pauci boni efle 
poflunt. P. 18. 

40 He declares, that the peculiar vices of each country were col- 
lefted in the fink of Ckirthage (I. vii. p. as;.)- In '*»c indulgence 
of vice, the Africans applauded their manly virtue. Et illi fe magis 
Vlrilis fortitudinis effe crederent, qui niaxime virus foeminci usus 
probrofitate fregiffent (p. «68,). The ftreets of Carthage wert pol- 
luted by eflFeminate wretches, who publicly alTumed the countenance, 
thedrefs, and the character of women (p. 264.;. If a monk ap- 
peared in the city, the holy man was puriued with impious fcorn and 
ridicule i deteftaotibus rideutium cachinnis (p. »^^)• 
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ignominious fervitude. After he had permitted 
Ihs lioentious troops to fatiate their rage and ava- 
rice, he inftituted a more regularfyftem of rapine 
and oppreflion. An edi^ was promulgated^ 
vhich enjoined all perfons, without fi-aud or de- 
lary, to deliver their gold, filver, jewels, and 
valuable furniture or apparel, to the royal officers ; 
and the attempt to fecrete any part of their patrr- 
mony, was inexorably punifhed with death and 
torture, as an adk of treafon againft the ftate. 
The lands of the proconfular province, which 
formed the immediate diftrift of Carthage, were 
accurately meafured, and divided among the 
Barbarians ; and the conqueror referved for his 
peculiar domain, the fertile territory of Byza- 
cium, and the adjacent parts of Numidia and 
GetuUa*\ 

It was natural enough that Genferic fhould hate 
thofe whom he had injured : the nobility and 
fenators of Carthage were expofed to his jealoul^ 
and refentment ; and all thofe who refufed the 
Ignominious terms, which their honour and reli- 
gion forbade them -to accept, were compelled by 
the Arian tyrant to embrace the conditbn of 
perpetual banifliment. Rome, Italy, and the 
provinces of the Eaft, were filled with a crowd 
of exiles, of fugitives, and of ingenuous c^tives, , 
who folicited the public compaffion : * and the 
benevolent epiftles of Theodoret, ftill preferve. 
the names and misfortunes of Casleftian and 



4» Compare Procopius de Bell. Vandal. L i. c» 5. p, 189, 190. j^ 
Mid Vi^or Vitenfis, de Perfecut. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. • • 
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Maria **. The Syrian biOiop deplores the mif- chap. 

I. XXXIIU 

fortunes of Caeleftian, who, from the ftate of 
a noble and opulent fen^tor of Carth;»ge, was 
reduced, with his wife and family, and fervants, 
to beg his bread in a foreign country ; but * 
he applauds the refignation of the Chrifliaa 
exile, and the philofophic temper, which, under 
the preffure of fuch calamities, could enjoy 
more real happinefs, than was the ordinary lot 
of wealth and profperity. The ftory of Maria, 
the daughter of the magnificent Eudgemon, is fin-, 
gular and interefting. In the fack of Car- 
thage, Ihe was purchafed from the Vandals by 
fome merchants of Syria, who afterwards fold 
her as a flave in their native country. A female 
attendant, tranfported in the fame fhip, and fold 
in the fame family, ftill continued to refpeft a 
miftrefs whom fortune had reduced to the com-. 
mon level of fervitude ; and the daughter of Eu- 
dasmoQ received from her grateful afFeSion the 
domeftic fervices, which Ihe had once required 
from her obedience. This remarkable behaviour 
divulged the real condition of Maria, who, in 
the abfence of the biflipp of Cyrrhus, was redeem- 
ed from flavery by the generofity of fome foldiers 
of the garrifon. The liberality of Theodoret 
provided for her decent maintenance; and fhe 
paffed ten months among the deaconeffes of the 
church ; till fhe was unexpeftedly informed, that 
her father,, who had efcaped from the ruin of 

4* Kuinart (p, 444.— 4-57.) has. coUe£led from Theodoret, and 
#tber autiior^y the misfpitunc^^ real and faUuloas, of the inhabitants 
£ Carthage, 
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c " A ^ Carthage, cxcrcifed an honourable office in ori^ 
of the Wcftern provinces. Her filial impatience 
was feconded by the pions bifhop: Theodoret, 
in a letter (lill extant^ recommends Maria to the 
bifliop of jEgx^ a maritime city of Gilicia, which 
was frequented, during the annual fair, by the 
▼eflels of the Weft; moft earneftly r^queftihg, 
that his colleague would ufe the maiden with a ' 
tendernefs fuitable to her birth; and that he 
would entruft her to the care of fuch faithful 
tnerchants, as would efteem it a fufficient gain, if 
they reftored a daughter, lo(l beyond all human 
hope, to the arms of her afHifted parent. 

Fable of Among the infipid legends of ecclefiaftical 
hiftory, I am tempted to diftinguiih the memo- 
rable fable of the Seven Sleepers*'; whofe 
imaginary date correfponds with the reign of the 
younger Theodofius, and the conqueft of Africa 
by the Vandals**. When the emperor Decius 
perfecuted the Chriftians, feven noble youths of 

41 The choice of fabulous circuniftances is of fmall Importance f 
▼et I have confined myfclf to the nan-ative which was tranflated froin 
the Syriac by the care of Gregory of Tours (de Gloria Martyium» 
f. i, c. 95. in Max. Bibliotheca Patrum, torn. xi. p. 856. )> to the 
Greek a^s of their martyrdom (apud Photium, p. 14.00, i4oi.)> and 
to the Annals of the Patriarch Eutychius (torn. i. p. 391. 531, 532, 
535. Verf. Pocock). 

»♦ Two Syriac writers, as they are quoted by AflTeraanni (Bibliot. 
Oriental, torn* i. p« 336. 338.), place the refurreflion of the Seven 
Sleepers i-n the years 736 (A. D. 415.)) or 74S (A. D. 437.), 
of the xrn of the Seleuctdes. Their Greek a6ls, which Photius had 
read, affign the date of the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Thea» 
doHus, which may coincide cither with A. D. 439, or 446. The 
period which had elapfed fmce the perfccution oi Decius is eafily af- 
certained ; and nothing lefs than the ignorance of Mahomet, or the 
legendaries, could i'uppofe an interval of three or four hundred 
years, 

Ephefus 
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^he(i^ coace^l^d themfelves in a fpaciou» ca* 
Y«m ia th^. fide of an adjacent mountain } where 
they were doomed to perifli by the tyrant, whp 
gav^ orders that the entrance fliould be firmly 
fccured with a pile of huge ftones. They imme- 
diately fell into a deep dumber, which was m{- 
r^bculoufly prolonged, without injuring the powers 
pf life, during a period of one hundred and 
*ighty-feven years. At the end of that time^ 
the flaves of Adolius, to whom the inheritance 
of the mount<un had defcended, removed the 
ftones, tQ fupply materials for fome ruftic edifice : 
the light of the fun darted into the cavern, and 
the (even ileejj>ers were permitted to awake. 
After a flumhery ^ they thought, of a few hours, 
they were pre;(re4 by the calls of hunger; and 
rcfpJived that Jamblichus, one of their number, 
ihould fecicetly return to the city, to purchafe 
bread for the ufe of his companions. The youth 
(if we may ftill employ that appellation) could 
no longer recognife the once familiar afpeft of 
hit native country ; and his furprife was increafe^ 
by the appearance of a large crofs, triumphantly 
ere£ted over the principal gate of Ephefus. His 
fingular drefs, and obfolete language, confounded 
the baker, to whom he offered an ancient medal 
of Dedtts as the current coin of the empire; 
and Jamblichus, on the fufpicion ofafecret trea- 
fure, was dragged before the judge. Their mu- 
tual inquiries produced the amazing difcovery, 
th?Lt two centuries were almoft elapfed fince Jaqir 
blicbua and his friends had efcaped from the 
rage of a Pagan tyrant. The bifhop of Ephcfus, 
Vfi. VI. D the 
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the clergy, the magillrates, the people, and^' a$ 
It h faid, the emperor Theodofius hi'mfelf, haf- 
teiied to vlfit the cavern of the Seven Sleepers J 
who beftol^ed their benediflion, related theif 
ftory, and at the fame inftant peaceably expired. 
The origin of this marvellous fable cannot be 
afcribed to the pi6us fraud and credulity of th^ 
modern Greeks, fince the authentic tf^ditioh may 
be traced within half a century of the fappofcd 
rriiracle. James of Sarug, a ^Syrian bifliop, who 
was born only two years after the death of the 
younger Theodofius, has devoted one of his twd 
hundred and thirty homilies to the praife of the 
young men of Ephefus*'. Their legend, before 
the end of the fixth century, w5i8 tranflated from 
the Syriac into the Latin language, by the car^ 
of Gregory of Tours. The hoftile communions 
of the Eaft -preferv^ their memory with equal 
reverence ; and their names are, honourably in- 
fcribed in the Rdmati, the Habyffinlan, and thei 
Ruffian calendar **. Nor has their reputation 
been confined to the Chriftian world. This po- 

45 James, one of the or^otlox fathers cf the Gyriao chsrch, wi« 
^orn A. D« 452 $ he b«jran to compofe his fermons A. D. 474: 
he was made biihop of Batnse, in the «UAri^ of Sarng, am) prorince 
of MeropotAmi«-t, A.D. 519, and dkd A. 0.511. . (Aflemanm, 
torn. i. p.. x8S, 1890 For the homily Je Pjteris Sftefims, fee p. 335 
— 339* : though I could wiih that Aflfemanni had tranflated the text 
of Jarfies of Sarugf inftead of anfwering the objections of Baronius* 

4<^ See the uSas Sutna^ttum of the BolUndifts (Menffs Julii, torn. ti« 
p. 373<— 397,)« • This immeiife e^ilcndar •f faints, in one tmndFed 
and twenty-fix years (i644^i77o.)> and in fifty volumes in fblioj 
b'ds advanced ho farther (hah the 7th day of O^lobeir. The fupprefiioii 
of the Jefuits has moft probably checked, an .tlndsrcaking, wtiict«» 
thiough the medium of i^bie and fuperftition, comMaUnicates roucli 
l^Iftorical and philofophical inftnifiion. 

4 * |)lilar 
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ptilar tale, which Mahomist niight learn when hd ^^^fjif * 
drove bis camels to the fairs of Syria, is intro«' 
duced, as a divine revelation, into the Koran '^^ 
The ftory of the Seven Sleepers has been adopted^ 
and adorned, by the nations, from Bengal to 
Africa, who profefs the Mahoriletan religion **j 
and fome veftiges of a fimilar tradition have been' 
difcovered in the remote extremities of Scan- 
dinavia**. This eafy and univerfdl belief, fo 
expreffive of the fenfe of mankind^ may be 
afcribed. to the genuine merit of the fable itfelf* 
We imperceptibly advance from youth to age, 
^thout obferving the gradual, but inceflfant^ 
ehange of human aiFairs ; and eVen in our larger 
experience of hiftory, the imagination is accuf- 
tomed, by a perpetual feries of caufes and effefts^ 
to unite the moft diftant revolutions. But if the 
interval between two memorable seras could be 
inftantly annihilated ; if it were pofSble, after a 
momentary flumber of two hundred years, to 

47 See Maracci Alcoran. Sura xviii* toai* ii. p. 4^o«— 4.a7. and 
torn. i. part iv» p. 103. With Ajch an ample privilege, Mahomet 
bfts not ihewn much tafte oi- ingenuity. He baft invented the dog 
(AJ RalLis)).pf the Sev^i Sleepers 1 tiie refpeft of the {vfttf who «U 
tereil his courfe twice a da)% that he might (hine into the cavern j 
and the care of God himfelfy «;ho preferved their bodies from piU 
trefadion, by turning them to the right and !eft< 

4S See irHerbelot) Bibliotheqoe Orientale, p. 139. $ and Renaudof^ 
Hift. Patriarch. Alexandrtn. p. 399 40 • 

49 Paul, the deacon of Aquileia (de Geftis Langobardorura, 1. 1^ 
c* 4* p« 7459 746, edit. Grot.), who lived towardt the end of the 
eighth century, has placed in a tavern under a rock^ on the (hore of 
the ocean, the Seven Sleepers of the North, whofe long repofe was 
refpeded by the Barbarians* Their drefs declared them to be Ro- 
naaoti and the deacdn conjectures, that they Were referved by Prd» 
vidence as the future apoftlcs of thofc unbelieving countries. 
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difplay tbe ne^ wotU to the tyes of, a/p/eClator, 
wbo ftill retaiaed a lively and. rcant impreflion 
of the old, his furprife and his reflections wxjujd 
furnifli the pleafmg fubjeft of a philofophical 
romance^ The fcene could not bee nxoie a4- 
vantageoufly placed, than in the two centuries 
which elapfed between the reign$ of Dejcius and 
of Theodofius the younger. During this pe- 
riod,^ the feat of government bad be^R tranf- 
ported frorp Rome to a new city on the tw^nk^ of 
the Thracian. Bofphorus ; and the abufe of n^li- 
tary fpirit had b^en fupprefled, by an a|-tifiei?il 
fyftem of tame and ceremonious fervitude. The 
throne of the perfecuting Decius was filled by a 
fuccefljon of Chriftian and orthodox princes, who 
had extirpated the fabulous gods of ^aqtiquJty : 
and the public devotion of the age was impatient 
to exalt the faints and martyrs of the CatboUc 
citurch, on the altars of Diana and Hercules. 
The union of the Roman empire was diffolved :. 
its genius was humbled in the duft ; and armies 
of unknown Barbarians, iffuing from the frozen 
regions of th« North, had eftabliflied their vic- 
torious reign ovet the fatreft provmces o£ fimrope. 
and Africa. 
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The Character ^ Conqu^Jts^ and C^urt of Attila^ King , 
tf the Hum*-^Deafh ^J Theodoftus the Toungef. 
— Elevation of Martian to the Empire of the 
M^fi. 

f^pHE weftern world was oppreflfed by tli'e chap. 
* XJoths and Vandals, who fled before the ^^^^^' 
MuBS } but the atchievements of the Huns them- The Hunt, 
felves were not adequate to then- power and pro. ,76^4,*,, 
fperity. Their viftorious hords had fpread from 
the Volga to the Danube ; but the public force 
was exhapfted by the difcord of independant chief- 
tains } their valour was idly confumed in obfcure 
and predatory excurfionsj and they often de- 
graded their national dignity by cdndefcending, 
for the hopes of fpoil, to enlift under the ban- 
ners of their fugitive enemies. In the reign of 
Attila % the Huns again became the terror of 

* .1 Tha .aiithentfc rtatcrial* for the hiftory of AttHa may be found 
In Jornancka («le Rebus Geticis, c. }4— 50. p. 6€o— •6SS. edit. Grot.) 
and Prifcus (Excerpta de Legationibus^ p. 33^76. Paris* 164^.^4' 
I have Bot £een the lives of Attila, compofed by Juvencus Carlius 
Cabnus Dalmatinus, in the twelfth century \ or by Nicholas 0Uhu8« 
archbifliop of Gran, in the fixteenth. See Mafcou's Hiftory of tlie 
Germans, ix. 23. and Maftei OfTervazioni Litterarie, torn. i. p. S8, 89. 
Whatever the modern Hungarians have added, muft be fabulous $ 
and they do not fcem to have excelled in the art of ii^lion. They 
Aipppofe, that when Atiiia invaded Gaul and Italy, married innu- 
merable wives, &c. he was one hundred and twenty years of age. 
Thwrucz ChroDt p« i. c. %%, in Script. Hungar. torn, if p« 76* 
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the world ; and 1 (ball now defcribe the charadef 
and aflions of that formidable Barbarian ; who aU 
ternately infulted and invaded the Eaft and the 
Weft, and urged th(; japfd down&l of the Roman 
empire. 
Their eila- In the tide of emigration, which impetudufly 
iV modern tolled from the confines of China to thof^ of 
Hungary. Germany, the moft powerful and populous tribes 
may commonly be found on the verge of the -Ro- 
ipan provinces. The accumulated weight was 
fuftained for a while by artificial barriers; and 
the eafy condefcenfion of the emperors invite^, 
without fatisfying, the infolent demands 'of the 
Barbjjrians, who had accjuired an eager appetite 
for the luxuries of civilized lif?.' The Hunga- 
^•ians, who ambitipufly infert the name of Attila 
^mong their native kings, may affirm with truth, 
that the hords, which were fubje^^ to his unde 
Roas, or Rugilas, had formed their, encampments 
'within the limits of modern Hungary*, i^ a 
fertile country, which liberally fupplied the wants 
of a natlo|i of hunters and fhepherds. In this 
advantageous fituation, Rugilas, and his valiant 
brothers, who continually added to their power 
and reputation, commanded the alternative of 

* Hungary ba^ been fuccefnvely occMpied by three Scytbian colo- 
nies. I. The Huns of Attil» ^ 2. the Abaies, in the fixth century i 
and, 3* the Turks of Magiars, A. D. ^89. ; the immediate and ge. 
nuine ancellors of the modern Hungarians, whofe connexion with 
the two^former is extremely faint and remote. The Prodrvmut and 
Notitia of Matthew Belius appear to contain a rich fund of informa- 
tion concerning apcient and modern Hungary, I have feen the ex- 
traAs in Bibliotheque Ancienne et Moderne, torn. xxii. p« i—fi* 
and Bibliotheque Raifonn^e, torn. xvi. p, i«7—- J75« 

peace 
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|Wce;«/yar wth4^e^twcre?npirc8. His. ^Uiance ^xx/' 
ivith ^he Romans of the Weft was cemented by c^--w 
his perfonal friendfljip for the great -ZEtius ; who 
xyas always fec\ire . of findiag ^n the Barbarian 
pamp, a holpitable reception, and a powerful 
iUpport. At l\is; folicitation, and^ in the name of 
John the ufutp^, . fixty thoufand Hups advanced 
to the confines of Italy ; their march and their 
yetreat were alike, expenfiv? . to the ftate j and 
the grateful policy of ^tius abandoned the pof- 
feflion of Pannonia to -h}s faithful confederates. 
The Romans of the Eaft were not lefs apprcf 
henfive of thearm&,Qf Rugilas, which threatened 
the provinces, or even the capital. Some eccle- 
fiaftical hiftorianis have deftroyed the Barbarians 
with lightning and peftilepce'; but Theodofius 
w^s reduced to the iporq humble e?cpedient of 
ftipulating an annual payment of three hundred 
9pd fifty pounds of gold, .and of difguifjng thi^ 
diftionourable tribute by the title of general, 
which the king of the Huns condefcended to ac- 
fept^ The public tranquillity was frequently iur 
terrupt^d by. the fierce impatience of the Bar- 
harians, and the perfidious intrigues of the By- 
zantine court. Four dependent nations, among 
.whom we piay diftinguiih the Bava?;ians, dif- 
xlaimed the fovereignty of the Huns; and their 
jevolt was encouraged and prqteded by a Roman 

3 Socrates, 1. vii, c, 43. Theo(lo^e^ 1, ▼. c. 36. Tillemont, who 
always depeads-on the faith of his ecciefiaitica) smthors* ItrenuouAy 
foniends (Hift. des Emp. tunu vi, p. 136. dpj*), >tbat ^he vyars aqd 
perfofi^ge^ were not the fame. 1 
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xxxtv^ bHfaiice; t!U the jitfft diSfl^, ^d 1bifti»Mte 

s,--%-w ipowcr, of Rugilag, wcw ^eftuiaUy tir^c8 by tSfe 
Voice of Eflaw bis ambaSadon Peatcft iraDi flfift 
unanimous xvlfli of the fenate : their decree Vf» 
ratified by the emperor; and two ambaflkdort 
Were named, Plinthas, a general of Scythian tk^ 
tra£);ion, but of confular rank; and the qu^eft^ 
Epigenes, atnfe and experience ftatefman, t^rho 
was recommended to that office by his ambitiouik 
colleague. 

i^eign vf The death of Rugilas fufpended the progtefs of 
^A%. ^^ treaty. His two nephews, Attila and^Ieda, 

433— 453- who fucceeded to the throne of their uncle, con- 
fented to a perfonal interview ix^th the ambaflkdors 
of Conftafttinople ; but as they proudly refufed to 
difmount, the bufinefs ^as tranfaded On horfeback, 
in a fpacious plain in the city of IJIargus, m the 
tJpper Msefia. The kings of the Huiis aflumed 
the folid benefits, as well as the vain honoris, df 
the negociation. They didated the conditions tyf 
peace, and each condition vms an infult on the ma- 
jefty of the empire. Befides the freedom of a fiBfe 
and plentiful market on the banks of the Danube, 
they requited that the annual contribution ibould 
be augmented from three hundred and fifty, to fe- 
ven hundred pounds of gold ; that a fine, or ran- 
fom, of eight pieces of gold, fliould be paid for 
every Roman captive, who had efcaped from hfs 
Barbarian mafter ; that the emperor fliould re« 
nounce all treaties and engagements with the enemies 
of the Huns J and that all the fugitives, who had 
taken refuge in the court, or provinces, of Theo- 

dofius;^ 
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toiftte, -ftotild be d^Hvered to the juftlde 6f theit ^^^^^j^- 
rffeiided fovetdgn/ This j\ift!ce Was rigoroufly in- w-v-^ 
Sidlfed on fotne unf6rtun&te youths df a royal race. 
TFhey were ctactfred dn the territories 6f the em- 
pite, % the cotntnand of Attila : and, as foon 
as the khig of the Huns had impreffed the Ro- 
fasaa with the terror of his nsfme, hts indulged 
them in a ihdrt and Arbitrary refpite, whifft he 
fubdtied the rebellious or independent nations of 
Scythia and Germany *. 

Attihi, the fon of Mundzuk, deduced his no- Hi«<iga« 
%Ie, perhaps his regaU defcent' from the ancient JlJgurj** 
Huns, who had formerly contended with the 
monatchs of China. His features, according to 
the obfervation of a Gothic Hiftorian, bore the 
itamp of his national origin j and the portrait of 
Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a mo- 
derti *Calmucfc*5 a large head, a fwarthy com- 
plexion, fmatU deep-feated eyes, a flat nofe, a few 
-hairs in the place of a beard, broad Aoulders, 
and a flxort fquare body, of nervous ftrength, 
though of a dilproportioned form. The haughty 
ftep and demeanor of the king of the Huns ex- 
preffed the coiifcit)ufnefs of his fuperiority above 
the refl: of mankind ; and he had a cuftom of 

4 See Prifcui, p. 47» 4S« aad Kill* det Peuptes de r£urope, totiti 
vii. c. xii, xiii, xiv» xv. 

5 PnTcuS} p. J9. The modern Hungarians have deduced his 
■gwiealogy, whi^a^nds, in the thirty fifth degree, m Ham the fon 
•f Noah i yet they are ignorant of his father*s real name (de Guigncs, 
Htl(* des Huns, torn. ii. p. 2970* 

* Compare Jornandes (c. 35, p. 661 •) with Buffon, Hift. Natu- 
relle, torn. iii. p. 3S0. The former had a right to obi'erve, origin is 
fuae figna reltituene. The charalfter and portrait of Attila are pro- 
\My tf anfcribed f rota CaiTiodoHu), 
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CH^A^E. fiercely jrolKng bis,^yes, as if he wiflied to.es^, 
the terror \i^hich he infpired. Yet this iav^^ 
))^ro was not inacce(rit)le to pity: his fuppliaot 
enemies inight confide in the aflura^ce of peace 
pr pardon ; ^d Attila was confide^e4 by his fubr 
je^s a^ ajuft and indulgent m^fter^ He d^ghc^ 
pdinwarj but, after be had ^fcen^ed the throne 
in a .(nature age, his bead, r«itber thai\. hi3 
hand, atchiey^d the <:onqueft qf the. North; an^ 
the fame of an adventurous fojdier was ufefully 
^:^chaBged forahat pf a prudent anfl fuccefsful 
general. The effefts of p<:rfopai valour are fp 
inconfidprablc, except in poetry or.Tqqiapce, th?t 
victory, eyen among Barbarians, n^uft- depeD4 
,on the degree of fkill, with \yhich thepaflions 
of the muhitude are combined and guided for 
the fervice of a fingle man» The Scythian con- 
querors, Attila and Zingis, furpaffed their rudp 
.countTynxen in art, rather than . in courage } ai^l 
it may be obferved, that the monarchies, . both of 
the Huns and of the Moguls, ,were erefted by 
their founders on the bafis. of popular fvip9rft\- 
^ion* The mirc^culoug conception, which fraud 
and credulity afcribed \q the virgin-mother of 
Zingis, raifed bini above the Jeyel of human 
"nature ; and the naked prophet, who, in the name 
. of the Deity invefted bim with the empire of the 
earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with 
iir^iftible enthufi^fm% The religiows arts qf 

Attila 

7 Abulpharag. Dynall. vftif. . Pocock, p. ^S^.' Genealogic?! 
Hil^oiy oi the J artars, by Abulghazi Baha^ar K-han, part iii. c. 15. 
part iv. c. 3, Vie de Gengifcaiii par Petit de ja Croi;^/!. i. c. i^ ^» 

The 
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Attila were not lefe Ikilfully adapted to tKe chi- S^Jxvf * 
n,€k€f of bis age and country. It was natural 'w^-^ v - ^ ^ 
enough, that the Scythians ihould adore, with 
peculiar deirotion, the god of war; but as they 
were incapaMe of forming either an abftrafl: idea, 
or ^ corporeal reprefentation, they worffaipped. 
their tutelar deity under the fymbol of an iron 
cimeter*. One of the (hepberds of the Huns Hedifco. 
perceived, that a heifer, who was grazing, had J^ord**! 
wounded herfelf in the foot, and curioufly fol- Mars, 
lowed the track of the blood, till he dtii:overed, 
among the long grafs, the point of an ancient 
fword; which he dug out of the ground, and 
prefented to Attila, That magnanimous, or rathor 
that artful, prince accepted, with pious grs^ti- 
tude, this celeftial favour; and, as the rightful 
pofftSoT.of the /word of Mars J aiferted his divine 
and inddTealible claim to the dominion of tte 
earth ^ If the rights of Scythia were praftifed on 
-this folemn occafion, a lofty altar, or. rathor pile 
of faggots, three hundred yards in length tid in 

'IJPhe relations of the milTionarics, who vifited T^rtary in the thir. 
teenth century (fee the feventh volume of the Hiftoire des Voyages^, 
exprefs the popular language and opinions j Zingis is ftyled the 
Son of God, ^c. &c. 

• Nee templum apud eos vifitur, aut delubrum, ne tngnriiitn <jm- 
dem cufmo tedium ccrni ufquam poteft j fed gladius Baibarko rttu 
humi figitur nodus, cumqne ut Martem region una <|©as eircumdr- 
cant praefuleni vericundius colunt. Anomian. Marcellin^. xxxi. ^* 
and the learned Notes of Lindenbrogius and Valefius^ • 

9 Prifcus relates this remarkable ftory, both in his own t*tt 
(p. 65.)* and in the quotation made by Jornandes (c. 35. p* 66».). 
He might have explained the tradition, or fable, which chara^erii'ed 
this famous fword, and the name as well as attributes of the Scy« 
thian deity, whom he has tranflated into the Mar S' of the Greeks and 
Borostns. 

bieadth. 
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CHAP. Jsrfeadth, was raifed in a fpacioils pkm; ^aad the 
fword of Mars was piaoed ere& on the Ataiinit 
of this ruftic altar, which was annually confo- 
crated by the blood of fheep, horfes, and of the 
hundreddx captive *\ Whether human facriikes 
formed any part of the worfliip of Attil^ ©i, 
whether he px'opitialcd the god of war with the 
vi^ms which be continuafUy offered in the field 
of battie, the favoarite of Mars fooli acquired a 
facred charafter^ which rendered his cc/nqtiefls 
move eafy, and more permanent ^ and the Bar- 
barian priiices confeflfed, in the laiignage, of de* 
votion or flattery, that they could not prefunK 
to gaze, with a fteady eye, on the divine majefiiy 
of the king of the Huns". His brother Bled^ 
%ho reigned over a coniiderable part of the na- 
tion, was Compelled to refign his fceptre^ and his 
life. Yet even this cruel z€t was attributed -to^a 
Supernatural impulfe i and the vigour with which 
Attila wielded the fword of Mars, convinced the 
^world that it had been referved alone for his in- 
vincible arm". But the extent of his empire, 
affords the only remaining evidence of the num^ 

*• Herodot. K it. c. 6ft. For the fake of oeeonomy, I bate cai- 
mlateil by th« fmalkft ftadium. In tbe huinao fachficety they cut off 
the ihouider aad arm of the vi6liiii, which they threw up into the air^ 
and drew omena and preiaget from the manner of their falling on the 
. pile* 

. »« FrifcuSy p. fs* A more civilized hero, Awguftus himfdfy 
was pleafed, if the perfon on whom he fixed his eyes feeined unable 
to ivpport their divine luftre* Sueton. in Auguft. c. 79. 

<^ The count de Buat (Hift, des Peupies de l*£urope, torn. Tii. 
f* 4-i8f 4t9<) attempts to ciear AttiJa from the murder of his bro- 
.tber; and is alofiolt inclined to rt]tSk the, concurrent teliimory of 
Jornandes^ and the comcmporary Chronicles. 

ber, 
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hen?, and importance, of his viftories j and the ®v5xiv * 
Sc^ihito monsjrch, Lowever ignorant of the value 
of fcienc.e and pbilofophy, might, perhaps, la-> 
ment, that his illiterate fubje^s were deditute of 
the art whiah could perpetuate the memory of his 
exploits. 

If a line of feparatipn were drawn between the andac- 
mili^s^ed and the favage climates of the globe; s«»«T«^<'>« 
between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated ScythU 
the earth, and the hunters and ftepherds, who ^jf^?"* 
dwfjt in tents ; Attila might afpire to the title of 
fupieme and fole monarch of the Barbarians *'• 
He alpae, among the conquerors of ancient and 
tf^odein times, united the two mighty kingdoms 
of Germany and Scythia; and thofe vague ap- 
pellations, when they ar^ applied to his reign, 
md^y be underftood with an ample latitude. Thu- 
ringia., which ftretched beyond its actual limits 
as fair as the Danube, was in the number of his 
pirpvinces: he interpofed, with the weight of a . 
powerful neighbour, in the domeftic affairs of 
the Franks ; and one of bis lieutenants chaftifed, 
and altnoft exterminated, the Burgundians of the 
P^hi^e. He fubdfted the iflands of the ocean, the 
kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompalTed and di^ 
vided by the waters of the Baltic ; and the Huns 
rqtght derive a tribute of furs from that northern 
regidn, which has been proteded from all other 

»J Fortlfliimariim g«iitium dominus, qui ini^urfi'a ante fc potentia., 
fii\u% Scyihka- ct 4»«mr»n»ca regna polTpilrt. Jorr.andA,*r. 49. 
|k. ^S4.» Prilcti*, p 64. 65. M. 4e Guignc^, by his knowledge of 
thtt CitinWr, ha« aeqtiirsd- ((om» (!• p* *9S'^3ot.) an adequate idea 
af the empire of Attila. • 

coAq^uer- 



46 ttlE DECLINE AnI) ]*AtL 

c H A 1*. tonquefort by the feverity of the climate, and th^ 
courage of the natives. Towards the Eaft, it i^ 
dtiEcult to circumfcribe the dominion of Attilst 
over the Scythian defei^ts; yet We may be affur- 
ed, that he reigned on the banks of the Volga; 
that the king of the Huns was dreaded, noC 
only as a warrior, but as a magician**; that he 
infulted and vanquiflied the Khan of the formid-^ 
able Geougen; and that he fent ambafiadors td 
negociate an equal alliance with the empire of 
China. In the proud review of the nations whd 
acknowledged the fovereignty of Attila, and 
who never entertained, during his life-time, thd 
thought of a revolt, the Gepidas and the Oftro- 
goths were diftinguilhdd by their numbers, theii* 
bravery, and the perfonal merit- of theii" chie^. 
The renowned Ardaric^ king of the Gepidae, waS 
the faithful and fagacious counfellor of the mo- 
narch, who efteemed his intrepid genius, whilft 
he loved the mild and difcreet virtues of the no- 
ble Walamir, king of the Oftrogoths. The 
crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of fo liiatiy 
martial tribes, who ferved under the ftandard of 
Attila, were ranged in the fiibmiflive order of 
guards and domeftics, round the perfon of their 
maften They watched his nod; they trembled 
at his frown; and at the firft fignal ofhiswill^ 
\ . • ^ ' ' 

u See Hid. des Huns, torn. ii..p. 196. The Geougen believed, 
tbat the Huns could excite, at pleaiure, ftorme of wind and ntin. 
This phfni»menon was produced by the ftooeG«iw$ to wbofe magic 
power the lofs of a battle was afcribed by the Mahometan Tanars of 
the fourteenth century. See Chercfeddin Alt, Uift* de Timur Bcc^ 
torn* i* p. Sly 83. ^ 

• - they 
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they executed, without murmur or hesitation, c rr Kr. 
his ftern and abfolute commands. In time of <„-..->w 
peace, the dependent princes, with their national 
•troops, attended the royal camp in regular fuc- 
<ieflion; but when Attila colle<5led his military 
force, h^ was able to bring into the field an army 
of five, of, according to another account, of 
feven hundred thpufand Barbarians *•• 

The ambaffadofs of the Huns might awaken tHc Hum 
the attention of TheodofiuS, by reminding him,- '^^^^ 
that they were his neighbours both in Europe and a/d, 
Afia; fince they touched the Danube on ofie ♦^o— 44<>- 
hand, and reached, with the other, as far as the 
Tanais. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a 
band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the pro- 
vinces of the Eaft; from whence they brought 
away rich fpoils and innumerable captives *^ 

H Jornandes, c. 35. p. 661. c. 37. p. 667. Sec Tillemonfs Hift. 
des Emperears, torn. vi. p. 119. 138. Corneille has reprefented the 
pHde of Attila to his fubje6l kings $ andhi9 tragedy opens with theft 
two ridicalous lines: 

I]s ne font pas venus, nos deux rois ! qu'^on leur die 

Qu'il* fc font trop attendre,'et qu* Attila s'ennuie. 
The two kings of the Gepida^ and the Oftrogoths are profound poliA 
tifians and ientimental lovers $ and the whole pieee exhibits tbe.de* 
feAsy without the genius, of the poet. 
• ** ■■■ . alii per Cafpia clauftra 

Armeniafclue nives, inopino tramite dudt 

Invadunt Orientis opes: jam pafcua fiimant 

Cappadbciim, vohicrumque parens Argseus equbfum* 
' Jam robet aitus Halys, nee fe defendit iniquo 

Monte CiJfx j Syriie traiftus vatUnturamaeni ) ^ 

Afluetumque choris et \x\a plebe canoruin 

Prourit imbellem (bnipe's hoftiiis Orontem. 

Claudiaiiy in Rufin. 1* ii. iS— 3.5^ 
See likewife, in Eutrop. I. i. 243—251. and the ftrong defcriptiofl 
of jerofDy who wrote from his feelings, torn. i. p. a6. ad tieliodor. 
^ a2o> mi Ocean. Pbiloilorgius (I. ix. c. if) mentions this irruptioo^ 

They 
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%xxiv ^^^ advanced, by a fccret path, along the fhore^ 
of the Cafpian fea; traverfed the fnowy moun* 
tains of Armenia ; paiT^d the Tigris, the {luphra^ 
tt&^ and the Halys ; recruited their weary cavalry 
with the generous breed of Cappadocian horfes ;^ 
occupied the hilly country of Cilicia, ^nd difc 
turbed the feftal fongs, and dances, of the citizens 
of Antioch. Egypt trerabled at their approach ; 
and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land 
prepared to efcape their fury by a fpeedy embarka^ 
tipjQ. The memory of this invafion was ftill 
Tep?nt in» the minds of the Orientals. The fub- 
jcfts of Attila might execute, with fuperior forces, 
the defign which thefe adventurers, had fo boldly 
ajteppted} and it foon became the fubjeft of 
anxious conjeflure, whether the tempeft would 
fall on. ' the dominions of Rome, or of Perfia. 
Some of the great vaffals of the king of the Huns, 
who were themfelves in the rank of powerful 
princes, had been fent to ratify an alliance and 
fociety of arms with the emperor, or rather with 
^he general, of the Weft. They related, durmg 
their refidence at Rome, the circumftances of an 
expedition, which they had lately made into the' 
Eaft. After paffing a defert and a morafs, fup- 
pofed by the Romans to be the lake Mceotis, 
they penetrated through the mountains, and ar- 
rived, at the end of fifteen days mafchj on the 
confines of Media ; where they advsmced as far as 
the unknown cities of Bafic and Curfic. They/ 
encotmtered the Perfian army in the plains of 
Media ; and the air, according to their dwn ex- 
I . preffion. 
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' prcffion, was darkexicd by a doud of arrows. iSdt ^^jjcxi/* 
the Huns were obliged to tctire, before the nunxi ^^.^^^^^ 
bers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was 
effefted by ^ different road j they loft the gitat- 
efl: part of their booty; and at length returned 
to the royal camp, with fome knowledge of the 
country, and an impatient defire of revenge. 
la the free converfation of the Imperial ambaf- 
fadors, who difcuffed, at the court of Attila, the 
character and defigns of their formidable enemy^ 
the minifters of Conftantitiople ^xprefled theit* 
hope, that his ftrength might be diverted and 
employed in a long and doubtful conteft with the 
princes of the* houfe of Saffan. The more faga- 
cious Italians admonifhed their Eaftern brethren 
of the folly and danger of fuch a hope, and 
convinced them, that the Medes and Perfians 
were incapable of refitting the arms of the Huns ; 
and, that the eafy and important acquifition would 
exalt the pride, as well as power, of the con- 
queror. Inftead of contenting himfelf with a 
moderate contribution, and a military title, which 
equalled him only to the generals of Theodofius^ 
Attila would proceed to impofe a difgraceful 
and intolerable yoke on the necks of the proftrate 
and captive Romans, who would then be, en* 
compa&d, on all fides^ by the empire of the 
Huns". 

While the powers of Europe and Afia werci 1iie)rat« 
folidtous to avert the impending danger, the SafterlT 
alliance of Attila maintained the Vandals in the empw, 

>7 See the ori||inal converfation m Prifctit, p, 64, 65. 

Vol. VI, E poffeffion 
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.p^fieffion of Africa. An enterprife had been 
concerted between the courts of Ravenna an4 
Conftantinople, for the recovery of that valuably 
province; and the ports of Sicily wer^ already 
filled with the military and na^val forces of Theot 
doiiu&i But the fubtle Genferic, who fpreaid Ifi^ 
negociations round the worlds prevented their 
defigns, by exciting the king of the Hun^ t9 
invade the Eaftern empire ; and a trifling inci- 
dent foon became the motive, or pretence,^ of a 
jdeftfuftive war '*. Under the faith of the treaty 
of Margus, a free market was held on the north- 
crtfL fide of the Danube, which was protected 
by a Roman fortrefs, furnaraed Conftantia* A 
Uoap of Barbarians violated the commercial fe^ 
curity ; killed, or difperfed, the unfufpefling 
trader3 ; and levelled the fortrefs with the ground* 
The Huns juflified this outrage as an a& of r^ 
pr^al ; alleged, that the bifiiop of Margus had 
entered their territories, to difcover and fteal ^, 
jfecret treafure of their kings ; and fternly de^ 
m^ded thje guilty prelate, the facrilegious fpoiJ, 
and the fugitive fubjeds, who had efcaped fron^ 
the jufticc. of Attila. The refufal of the Byzantine 

^^ Priicu&, p. 331, His hi(^ory contained a copious and ejegant 
acccKJHt of the war (Evagnus, 1. i. c. 17.) ; but the c^tt^^s which 
&late to the eiiibafH^s are the only f>arts that have reached our, times. 
The original work was accefllble, however, to the writers, frbip 
whom we borrow our impcrfeft ki>vwledge, Jornandes, Tbcopb^ncs, 
Count Marcellinus Profper-Tyro, and the author of the Alexan- 
dtntiy prPafehai, Cbionicle. M. d^ Buat (H'ift. des Peuples de 
PBurope, torn. vii. c. xv.) has examined the c^ufe, the circum<lanee^ 
and the duration, of this war ; and will not allow it to extend be« 
jrond tlie year four hundred and forty.four. 

5 . !P9ttrt 



OF tHE tcMAft tmnnz. ^ 

Cdmt was the figiial "of war; and the Mae- ^xxxi/* 

(mn3 at iirft applauded the generous firmnefs of 

th^f fovtreign. Bat they were foon intimidated 

by the deftrudion of Vfihiniacum and the adja- 

dehl t6was; and the people tvas perfuaded t6 

ftdopt: die conrentent maxrm^ that a private cici- 

t»a» hatriever innocent or refpeaiable, 'may be 

juftly lacf ificed to the fafcty of his country. The 

hi&op 6i Margus, who did not poffefs the fpirit 

<>f a martyr, refolved to prevent the defigns which 

he fufpe£lediL He boldly treated with the princes 

of the Hons $ fecured, by folemn oaths, his *par<i 

dori and reward ^ pofted a numerous detachment 

of Barbarians, in iilent ambuih, on the banks of 

the DsuLuibe ; and, at the appointed hour, opened, 

with his own hand, the gates of his epifcopal 

city. This advantage, which had been obtained 

by treachery, ferved as a prelude to more hd- 

ikottrabie and decifive viftories. The Illyrian: 

inomtier was covered by a line of caftles and for* 

trcffes; and though the greateft part of them 

eon&fte^ only of a fingle tower, with a fmall gar- 

riTon, they were commonly fufficient to repel, or 

*e inter^aept, the inroads of an ehemy, who was 

Ignorant of the art, and impatient of the delay, 

df a regular fiege. But thefe flight obftacles 

Were inftaiitly fwept away by -the inundations 

of the Huns '^ They deftroyed, with fire and* 

fwofd, the populous cities of Sirmium and Sm^^- 

«9 Procpfitis, de Edificlis, I. iv. c. 5. Th<fe foi-trcfTes w«re aftcf* 
wards reftored, ftrcpgtheneil, and enlarged by the emperor Jultinian ; 
but tlN^ wcfc forni dritroyed by tb^ Abarrs, whd i'uccceded to the 
ppwer zo^ pofleffions of the l^uns. 

£ a . dunum. 
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V A **• dunum, of Ratiarta and Matclanapolis, of Ka* 
^^00^^'-m^' iflus and Sardica ; where every circumftaiKie, in 
the difdpline of the people, and the conftru£B(Mi 
of the buildings, had been gradually adapted to 
and riiVage ^the fole purt)ofe of defence. The whole breadth 
faras^Con. ^^ EuFope, as It extends above five hundred 
iiantinopic. miles from the Euxinc to the Hadriatic, tra« at 
once invaded, and occupied, and defolated, by 
^he myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into 
the field. The public danger and diftrefs could 
not, however, provoke Theodofius to interrupt 
his amufements and devotion, or to appear in 
, perfon at the head of the Roman legions. But 
the troops, which had been fent againft Genferic, 
were haftily recalled from Sicily ; the garrifoM, 
on the fide of Perfia, were exhanfled; and a 
military force was colIeSed in Europe, formid- 
able by their arm^ and numbers, if the generals 
bad underftood . the fcience of command, and 
their foldiers the duty of obedience. The ar« 
mies of th^ Eaftern empire were vani]tii{hed in 
three fuccefCve engagements; and the prdgreis. 
of Attila may be traced by the fields of battle^ 
The two former, oa the banks of th^ Utus^ and 
under the walls of Marcianapolis, were fought 
i^ the e^tenfive plains between the Dimube and 
Mount Haemus^ As the Romans were prefled 
by a viftorious enemy, they gradually, and un^ 
• fkilfully, retired towards the Cherfonefus of 
, Thrace j and that narrow peninfula, the lafl ex^ 
tremity of the land, was marked by their third, 
land irreparable, defeat. By the deflrudion of 
II this 
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this army, Attila acquired the mdifputable pof- ^xxxiv' 
fef&on of the field. From the Hellefpont to 
TbermopylaB, and the fuburbs of Conftantinople, 
he ravaged, witliout refiftaUce, and without 
mercy, the provinces of Thrace and Macedonia. 
Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, efcape 
this dreadful irruption of the Huns; but the 
words, the moft expreffive of total extirpation 
and erafure, are applied to the calamities which 
they ittflidled on feventy cities of the Eaftern em- 
pire***. Theodofius, his court, and the unwar- 
like people, were protefted by the walls of Con- 
ftantinople ; but thofe walls had been ftiaken by a 
recent earthquake, and the fall of fifty-eight tbwers 
had opened a large and tremendous breach. The 
damage indeed was fpeedily repaired ; but this 
accident was aggravated by a filperftitious fear, that 
Heavep itfelf had delivered the Imperial city 
to the fliepherds of Scythia, who were ftrangers to 
the laws, the language, and the religion, of the 
Romans*'. 

In all their invafions of the civilized empires TheScy. 
of the South, the Scythian fliepherds have been xwtar^ 
uniformly aftuated by a favage and deftruftive ^**"»» 
fpirit. The laws of war, that reftrain the exercife 

*« Septuaginta civitates (fays Prpfper-Tym) deprasdatione vafta, 
tae. The language of count Marcellinus is ftiil more forcible. 
Pene totam Europain, invafis fxdjifyu$ ctvitatibus atque caftcllisi 
twrafiu 

^> Tillemont (Hifl. des Empereurs, torn. vi. p. 106, 107.) has 
paid great attention to this memorable earthquake; which was felt as 
far from Conftantinople as Antioch and Alexandria, and is celebrated 
by all the ecckfiaftical writers. In the hands of a popular preacherji 
9D eartb()uake is an engine of admirable efeft. 

E3 of 
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^xxxiv* ^ national rapine and murder, are founded 
on two principles of fubftantial intereft; the 
knowledge of the permanent benefit^ which may 
be obtained* by a moderate ufe of conquefl: ; and 
ajuft apprehenfion, left the defolation which we 
mfli^l: on the enemy's country, may be retaliated 
on oyir own. But thefe confiderations of hope 
aQ4 f^^^ ^^^ almoft unknown in the paftoral ftate 
of nations. The |iuns of Attila may, without 
injuftice* be compared to the Moguls and Tar? 
Wrs, before their primitive manners were changed 
by religion and luxury; and the evidence of 
Orient^ hiftory may refleft fome light o|i the 
<hort apd imperfeft. annals of Rome. After the 
Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of 
China, it was ferioufly propofed, ^ot in 'the hour 
pf viJftory and paflioii, but in palm deliberate 
<:ouncil^ to exterminate all the inhabitants of that 
populous country, that the vacant land might b0 
fDonyerted tp the pafture of cattle. The firmnefs 
pf a Chinefe mandarin *% whp infinuated fome 
pinciples of rational policy into the mind of 
2!iingi§, diverted him from the execution of this 
horrid defign. But in the cities of 'Afiaj whicl^ 
yielded to the Moguls, the inhpman abufe of 
the rights pf war was exerqifed, with a regular 

*» He reprefented to the emperor of the Moguls, that the fcur 
provinces (Cetcheli, .Chaiitong, Chanfi, anci Lcaotong) which he. 
already poflefTed, might annually produce, umjer a mild admini- 
flratlon, 500,900 ounces of filver, ij.oo,pco Hicafures of rice, apc| 
Soo,cqo pieces of filk. Gaubil. Hift. de la Dynaltie des Mongous» 
p. 5S, 59. Yclutchoufay (fuch was the name of the mandarin) was 
t wife and virtuous ininifter> who faved |us country, and civilized the 
conqucf ort. 

fprm 
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form of difcipUne, which may, with equal reaibn,. 
though not with equal authority, be imputed. ta 
the vidorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had 
fubmitted to their difcretidn, were ordered to 
Evacuate their houfcs, and to aflemble in fptne 
plain adjacent to the city; where a divifio^i wa& 
made ^f the vanquilhed into three parts. The 
firft clafs confifted of the foldiiers of the garrifon,. 
and of the young men capable of bearing arm§ ;, 
and their fate was inftantly decided: they were 
either enlifted among the Moguls, or they were • 
maflacred on the fpot by the troops, who, witl> 
pointed fpears and biinded bows, had formed ^ 
circle round the captive multitude. The fecondr 
clafs, compofed of the young iind beautiful .wo-; 
men, of the artificers of every rank and pro-» 
feffion, and of the more wealthy or honourable 
citizens, from whom a private ranfom might be 
expeded, was diftributed in equal or proportion-' 
able lots. The remaujder, whofe life or death- 
was alike ufelefs to the conquerors, were per- 
mitted to return to the city ; which, in the mean, 
while, had been ftripped of its valuable furniture ; 
and a tax was impofed on thofe wretched in-' 
habitants for the indulgence of breathing their na- 
tive air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, 
when they were not confcious of any extraordinary 
rigour*'. But the moft cafual provocation, the 
flighted motive, of caprice or convenience, often 

•3 Particular inftanccs would be eridlefs j but the curious reader 
may eonfiilt the life of Ge^gifcan, by Petit de la Croix, the Hiiloire 
<ie| MoDgous, and the fifteei)th book of the Hiftory of the lluns. 

E 4 P^o- 
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^HA P. prctyokecj them to involve a whole people in 
an indlfcr^mln2^te maflacre : and the ruin of fomc 
flourifliing eities was executed with fuch unrelent- 
ing perfeverance, that, according to their own 
expreffion, horfes might run, i^ithout {tumbling, 
over the ground where they had once ftood. 
Thp. three great capitals of Kborafan, Maru^ 
Neifabotir, and Herat, were deftroyed by the 
armies of Zingis j and the e^?ift account, which 
was taken of the flain, amounted to four milliosiS 
three hundred a^d fo^ty-feven thoufand perfons **. 
Timur, or Tamerlane, was educated in a lefs 
barbarous age, and in the p^ofeilion of the Ma- 
fiometan religion: yet, if Attila equalled the 
hoftile ravages of Tamerlane *', either the Tartar 
or the Hun might "deferve the epithet of the 
Scourge qf God**. 

M At Mam, T, ^00,000; at Hfrat^ 7,600,000; at Neilahour* 
3|74790oo. D*Herbelot| Bibliotheque Orientate, p. 3S0, 381. I uft 
the orthography of ci*Anville*8 maps. It muft however he allowed, 
that the Perfians were diTpofed to exaggerate their lofles^ and the 
Moguls to magnify their eirploits. 

*5 Cherefeddin Ali, his; fervile piJinegyri^ would afford "« many 
horrid examples. In his camp before Dtlhi, Timur maflacred 
s 00,000 lodian priibners, who h;«d /«»/«/ when the army of their 
cpuBtrymen appeared in fight (Hift.de Timiur Rec« torn* iii* p* 90.)* 
The people of Ifpahan fuppiied 70,000 humaii fculls for the firo6ture 
©f feveral lofty towers (id. torn. i. p. 4H*}* A fimilar tax was 
levied on the revolt of Bagdad (tom. iii. p. S70 )> ^^^ ^^^ cw\& 
account, which Cherefeddin was not able to procure from the proper 
officers, is ftated by another hiflorian (Ahmed Ai^abfiada^ torn* ii. 
p* i75v verf. Manger) at 90,000 heads. 

*^ The ancients, Jornandes, frifcus, &c. are ignorant of this 
epithet. The modem Hungarians have imagined, that it was applied, 
by a hermit of Gaul, to Attita, who was pleafed to infert it among the 
titles of bis royal dignity. Mafcou, ix. 23^. and Tillemont, HiA. det 
Bmpereurs. torn, vi, p» 143. 
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It may be afErmed, with bolder affurance^ that ^"^m* 
the Huns depopulated the provinces of the em- ' ^'"^y/^** ^ - 
pire, by the number of Roman, fubjefts whom ^^^l^^ 
they led away into captivity. In the hands of a tivcs. 
wife legiflator, fuch an induftrious colony might 
have contributed to difFufe, through the deferts 
of Scythia, the rudiments of the ufeful and or- 
namental arts } but thefe captives, who had been 
taken, in war^ were accidentally difperfed among 
the hords, that obeyed the empire of Attila* 
The eftimate of their refpeflive value was. form- 
ed by the fimple judgment of unenlightened, 
and unprejudiced. Barbarians. Perhaps they 
might not underft^nd the merit of a theologian, 
profoundly fkilled in the controveffies of the 
Trinity and the Incarnation: yet they refpefted 
the minifters of every religion; and the aftive 
zeal of the Chriftian miffionaries, without ap. 
proaching the perfon, or the palace, of the mo- 
narch, fuccefsfully laboured in the propagation 
of the gofpel*^ The paftoral tribes, who were 
ignorant of the diftindion of landed property, 
muft have difregarded the ufe, as well as the 
abufe, of civil jurifprudence ; and the (kill of 
an elpquen^ lawyer could excite only their con-. 
tempt, or their abhorrence*'. The perpetual 

inter- 

«7 The miflionaries of St. Chryroftonoi had convertril great niim* 
bers of the Scythians, who dwelt beyond the Danube, in tents and 
waggons. Tbeodoret, 1. v. c. 31. Photii/s, p. 151 7. The Ma. 
hometans^ the Neftorians, and the Latin jChrittians, thought them* 
felves fccure of gaining the font and. grindfons of Zingis, who treat- 
ed the rival miffionaries with impartial favour* 

** The Oermans, who exterminated Varus and his legions, had 
If^n particttlarjy offended with the RQman laws and lawyers. Quo 

of 
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^xxxiv' ^^^^<^^^^^^ of the Huns and the Goths had com* 
municated the familiar knowledge of the two 
national dialefts ; and the Barbarians were adibi- 
tious of converfing in Latin, the tnflitary idiom, 
even of the Eaftem empire *^ But they difdain- 
ed the language, and the fciences, of the Greeks ; 
and the vain fophift, or grave philofopher, who 
had enjoyed the flattering applaufe of the fchools, 
was mortified to find, that his^ robuft'fervarlt was 
a captive of more value and importance than 
himfelf. The mechanic arts were encouraged and 
efteemed, as they tended to fatisfy the wants of 
the Huns. An architeft, in the fervice of One- 
gcfius, one of the favourites of Attila, was em- 
ployed to conftrud a bath ; but this work was a 
rare example of private luxury; and the trades 
of the fmith, the carpenter, the atmourer, were 
much more adapted to fupply a waridering people 
with the ufeful inftruments of peace and war. 
But the merit of the phyficlan was received with 
univerfal favour and refpeft; the Barbarians, 
who defpifed death, might be apprehenfive of 
difeafe ; and the haughty conqueror trembled in 
the prefence of a captive, to whom he afcribed, 
perhaps, an imaginary power, of prolonging, or 

of the Barbarians, after the efFefiual precautions of cutting out the 
tongue of an advocate, and fewing up hia mouth, obfervedy with 
much fatisfa^ior, xhsit the viper could no longer hifs* Florus, iv.. 

^9 Prlfcus, p. 59. It (hould feenv that the Huos preferred the 
Gothic and Latin languages to their Qwn^ which was probably 4 
haiih anc) barren idiom. 

prcferving. 
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preferving, his life '^ The Huns might be pro- ^^xxiv' 
voked to infult the tnifery of their flaves, over 
whom they exercifed a defpotic command '* ; but 
thdr manners '"were not fufccptible of a refin- 
ed fyftfcm of oppreffion ; and the efforts of cou- 
rage and diligence were often recompenfed by 
the gift of freedom. The hiftorian Prifcus, whofe 
embafiy is a fource of curious inftruftion, was 
accofted, in the camp of Attila, by a ftr anger; 
who faluted him in the Greek language, but 
whofe drefs and figure difplayed the appearance 
of a .weahhy Scythian, In the fiege of Viminia- 
cum, he had loft, according to his own account, 
his fortune and liberty : he became the flave of 
Onegefius; but his figiithful fervices, againfl: the 
]RLomans and the Acatzires, had gradually raifed 
him to the rank of the native Huns ; to whom 
he was attached by the domeftic pledges of a new 
wife and feveral children* The fpoils of war had 
reftored^ and improved his private property ; - he 
was admitted to the table of his former lord ; 
and the apoftate Greek bleffed the hour of his 
captivity, fince it had been the introdudion to 

1^ FbiHp de Comines, in hi« admirable pIAure of the laft mo- 
meats of Lewis X|. (MemoireSy 1. vi. c. sa.) reprefents the inro.i 
knee of hia phyfician, whoy in fytt months, extorted 54>ooo crownS| 
and a rich biihupric, from the ftern avaricious tyrant. 

>« PHfcus (p. 6i.) extols the equity of the Roman laws, which 
pjTotef^ed the life of a fla^e. Occidere fulent (fays Tacitus of the 
Germans) non difciplina et feveritate, fed impetu et ira, ut inimicumy 
nifi quod impune. De Moribus Germ, c 25. The Heruli, who 
were the fubje^s of Attila, claimed, and exercifed, the power of 
life and death over their flaye$.^ See a Remarkable iniiaiice in the 
fecond bopi^ of Agatliias* 

an 
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^xxxiv ' ^^ J^^PPy ^d independent ftatc ; which he held 
^— -v-^ by the honourable tenure of military fervice. 
This refie^on naturally produced a difpuie on 
the advantages, and , defeds; of the Roman go- 
vernment, which was feverely arraigned by the 
apoftate, and defended by PriTcus in a prolix and 
feeble declamation* The freedman of Onegefius 
expofed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a 
declining empire, of which he had fo long been 
. the viflim ; the cruel abfurdity of the Roman 
princes, unable to proteft their fubjeds againft 
the public enemy, unwilling to. truft them, with 
arms for their own defence ; the intderab|e 
weight of taxes, rendered ilill more opprdTive by 
the intricate or arbitrary modes of coUeAion ; 
the obfcurity of numerous and contradidory laws ; 
the tedious and expenfive forms of judicial pro- 
ceedings; the partial adminiftration of juftke; 
and the univerfal corruption, which increafed the 
influence of the rich, and aggravated the mif- 
fortune^ of thq poor* A fentiment of patriotic 
fympathy was at length revived in the bieaft of 
the fortunate exile} and he lamented, with a flood 
of tears, the guilt or weaknefs of thofe magiftrates, 
v^ho had perverted the wifeft and moft falutary in- 
ftitutions '% 
Treaty of The timid, or felfifli, policy of the Weftern 
t^cen^t- Romans had abandoned the Eaftern empire to the 
fiiaanihhe Huns ". The lofs of armics, and the want of 

Eaftein 

A D *4.6 '* See the whole cohvcrfation in Prifcus, p. 59—62. 

' / }| Nova iternni Orienti aflurgit rutnn • • • '« quum ntilla ab Oc- 
cidental ibus ferrsottir aoxilia. Profper-Tyro compofcd bis Cbronide 
)D the Wed; a^nd his obf^iTatioD implies a ctufure. 

difcipUnCn 
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difcipline, or virtue, were not fuppUed by the ^xxxiv' 
perfonal charafter of the monarch. Theodofius ^--i^-w 
might ftill affed the ftyle, as well as the title, of 
Invincible Augujius; but he was reduced to foKcit 
the cleiMncy of Attila, who imperioufly dictated 
thefe harfli and humiliating conditions of peace. 
I. The emperor of the Eaft refigned, by an ex- 
prefs or tacit convention, an extenfive and im- 
portant territory, which ftretched along the 
^uthern banks of the Danube, from. Singidunura, 
or Belgrade, as far as Novse, in the diocefe of 
Thrace. The breadth was defined by the vague 
computation of fifteen days journey; but, from 
the propofal of Attila, to remove the fituation of 
the national market, it foon appeared, that he 
comprehended the ruined city of NaifTus within 
the limits of his dominions. 11. The king of the 
Huns required and obtained, that his tribute or 
foblidy ihould be augmented from feven hundred 
pounds of gold to the annual fum of two thoa« 
£ftnd one hundred; and he ftipulated the imme* 
diate payment of fix thoufand pounds of gold to 
defray the expences, or to expiate the guilt, of 
the war. One might imagine, that fuch a de« 
maud, which fcarcely equalled the meafure o£ 
private wealth, would have been readily difcbarged 
by the opulent empire of the Eaft; and the 
public diftreis aSbrds a remarkable proof of the 
impoverifhed, or at leaft of the diforderly ftate, 
of the finances. A large proportion of the taxes, 
extorted from the people, was detained ' and in- 
tercepted in their paiTage, through the fouleft 

' channels^' 
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CHAP, (^iuinek, to the trealury of Conftantinoplen The 
revenue was diflipated by Theodofius, lUEid his 
favourites, in virafteful and profufe luxury ; which 
was difguifed by the. names of Imperial toagnU 
licence, or Chriftian charity. The imndediate 
fuppltes had been exhaufted by the unforefeen 
necefiity of military preparafions. A perfonal 
contribution, rigoroufly, but capricioufly, im* 
pofed on the members of the fenatorkui order, 
was the only expedient that, could di{arm, ¥lrith« 
out lofs of time, the impatient avarice of At-» 
tila: and the poverty of the nobles compelled 
them to adopt the fcandalous refource of expofing 
to public audion the jewels of their wives, and 
the hereditary ornaments of their palaoes**. 
III. The king of the Huns appears to have efta« 
blifhed, as a principle of national jurifprudetice, 
that he could never lofe the property, which he. 
had once acquired, in the perfons who had 
yielded either a 'voluntary, or reludant, fubmif- 
fion to his authority. From this prindfde he 
concluded, and the conelufions of Attila were 
irrevocable laws, that the Huns, who had h&sa 
taken prifoners in war, (hould be releafed with«i 
out delay, and without ranfom ; that every Ro* 
man captive, who had prefumed to efcape, flsovdd 
purchafe his right to freedom at the price of 
twelve pieces of gold; and that all theBarba«' 

34 According to tbe defcription, or rather invc6iivc of Cbryfoftoro, . 
ah au£lion of Byzantine luxury muft have been very produ^ive. 
Urtry wealthy houfe |>ofl*flied a fenEiicffcu!kr table of mafTy filter, 
fitch as two men could fcaic^ly lift, a vaie of foiid gqkl of the wetgi|| 
9i forty pounds, cups, diih«« of the fame meta), kc. 

tianS) 
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rians, who had deferted the ftandard of Attila, ^^^tv^* 
ihoul4 be reftoredj without any promife, or ftir v^%-rw 
pulation, of pardon* ' In the execution of thi$ 
cruel and ignominious treaty, the Iniperis4 o^ 
cers w^re forced to maiTacre feveral loyal and 
noble defer ters, who^ refufed to devote themfelves 
to certain death; and the Romans forfeited all 
reafonable claims to the friendfhip of any Scy- 
thian people, by this public confeilion^ that they 
were deftitute either of faith, qr power, to protect 
the fuppliants, who had embraced^ the throne of 
Theodofius". 

. The firmnefs of a (ingle . town, fo obfcure, Spint of 
thjit, except oa this occafion, it. has never been 1^^^^^^ 
mentioned by any hiftorian or geogjtapher, ex*- 
pofed the difgrace of the emperor and ^npire. 
Azimus, or Azimuntium, a fqiall dty of Thrace 
pn the Illyrian. borders ^% had been di(Ungui(hed 
by the* martial fpirit .of its youth, the ikill and 
reputation of the leaders whpm they had chofen, 
iind |their d^ring^ explpits againft th^ innumerable 
hoft ^i t]^ Barbariauff Inftead of tamely ex« 

a Tht |Nrtid9S vf the Creatry, expre(&d witbovt moich order <nr 
precifion, may l>« found in Prilffus (p/34f 35f.ll^» 37* 53» &c.), 
Coimt Marcellinus difpenfcs fop^e co/ni'ort, by obleiving, lit, 
?l(#r'At%ila bimfelf lo^tcitfd the ptace and pttfents, which he had 
iormcfly igefufrdj and .idLy* 7i4ff about th*: ftoi^ tifTW,.th( sii»« 
baifadors of India prcfcn^ed a fine Jarge t|iniC t) ger to the enipefqf 
Theodofius. 

" l^ Prifcus, p. 35, ^Si Among the Hoiidrcdand eighry-two forts, 
or caftle», of Thrace, emimcrated by Procopiul* (d< £dificii«i, L iv. 
c. xi. ton), ii. p. 9X« edit. Pans), there is ope of (i^ name of £/««». 
/o((, whofe pofitiqn is doab(f61iy mailed, in the fieighhoxjrhood of 
iUlchiaittSy arid the Eujctne ^a« The nanSe and wall*' of AtUnnn* 
tic^m migbt fubfiA till tbf r^gn of Juftiltian; but the lace of. its 
brave defenders bad been carefully extirpated by the jealoufy of t!ie 
Roman princes* • '^ 

. , ' peaing 
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CHAP, pcfking their approach, the Azimuntincs attack- 



ed, ill frequent and fuccefsful fallies, the troops 
of the Hahs, who gracfually declined the danger- 
ous neighbourhood ; refcued from thell' hkhds the 
fpoil and the captiTes, and recruited thclf'*dornef- 
tJc force by the voluntary kflbciatJoh of fugitives 
and deferters. After the conclufion of the treaty, 
Attila ftill menaced the empire witli' implacable 
vrar, linlefs' the Azimuhtines Were pel-fuaded, or 
compelled, to comply Wfth the cdnditioris which 
their fovereign had accepted. Thfe mihifters of 
Theodofms confefled with (hame, and with truth, 
^ibit they no longer poffeflfed any authorfty over a 
Ibcicty of men, who fo braively affbrted their na- 
tural independence; and the king of the Huns 
condefcendisd to negociate an equal eacchangc 
with the citizens of Azimus, They demanded 
the reftrtution of fome fliepherrf§, who, with their 
cattle, had been accidentaBy^ furprifed. A ftridiy 
-though fruitlefs, inquiry was allowed: but the 
Hdns were obliged to fwtar, that they did not 
detain any prifoners belonging to the uty, 1>efore 
%hey could recover two furviving coufltrymte^ 
*Whom the A^imuntines had referved as pledges 
fpr the lafety of their loft companions. Attila, 
•on bis fide, was fatisfied, and deceived, by their 
folemn aifeveration, that the reft of the ca|>tives 
;had been put to the fword i and that it .was their 
conftant practice, immediately to difmtfs the 
^komans and the deferters, who had obtained the 
lecunty of the public faith. This prudent and 
officious- diflimulation may be condemned, or 
excufiid, by the cafuifts, as the incline to th^ 

■ rigid 
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ngid decree of St. Auguftin, or to the milder chap. 
fendment of St, Jerom and St. Chryfeftom : but Vi^-v^ 
ewry foldier^ every ftatefman, mull acknowledge^ 
that, if die race of the Aztmuntiaes had beai 
encoufiged and muhiplied, the Barbarians would 
have eeaied to trample on the majefty of the enu 
pire»^ 

It wo«ild have been ftrange, indeed, if Theo* Embaffies 
dofios had pnrchafed, by the loft of honour, a [[||["j^^'* 
fecure and folid tranquillity ; or if his tameneft Conftan. 
had not invited the repetition of injuries. The ^^^^^ 
Byzantine court was infiilted by five or fix fuc- 
cdlive embaffies *' ; and the minifters of Attila 
were uniformly inilru&ed to preft the tardy or 
imperfeft execution of the laft treaty ; to produce 
the names of fugitives and de&tters, who were 
llill protected by the empire ; and to dedare, 
with feeming^ moderation, that unlefs their fove« 
reign obtsuned complete and iioime^te latiC^ 
fadion, it would be iihpoflible for him, were it 
even his wifb, to check the refentment of his war* 
like tribes* Befides the motives of pride and 
iatereft, which might prompt the king of the 
Huns to continue, this train of n^ociation, he 

J7 The peeviOi difpute of St. Jcrom anjl St. Augtiftin» who 1«- 
bftnrecfy by different expedtcnts, to reconcile thtfetmhri quarrel of the 
two a|ioftles St. Peter and St. Paul, de^ndt on the foluti^n of anjm- 
portaot qiief^ion (MiddUton*8 Works, vol. ii. p* 5-^10.), which hiA 
been frequently agitated by Catholic and Froteftant divioes, and even 
by lawyers and pbilofophers of every age. 

3* MoDteiquieu (Confiderationt fur la Grandenry &c. c. xix.) 
h'A$ delineated, with a bold and eafy pencil, fome of the moft ftnkinjjp 
etrctimftancef of the pride of Attila, and the difgrace of the Xomani. 
Be dellrvet the praife of having read the Fragments of Priicuf> wfaiph 
lure b^en to(» much difregarded. 

Vol^VL F was 
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^xxfv^ ^^' lafl^eflttcfd b>y the lefr hwomrabk tfew of: 
enrtchifig ib^a lavgur^^ a(. t^ eif pMcd of iiit cae-v 
niies. The- jlmperial. tres^ry vva» qchufled^ to 
procure file £rieQ41y officoa q£> tbs asibaiMoi^ 
9Ei4 their principal attjgiulaQl^ yfhok ii^ievabfe 
scpQrt' iniglu xoRckce (a. thse. snalntenaase o£ 
peace. The Barbarian monarch was flattered hf 
< the l|)etal/re€6p|io;Ei ^ hisi i9tt4Aw< ;fv Ji^ xokn- 
putpd mtll pleaifute'^tlie^ talae atld* ^Iwdouc of 
tim gifcs) QgQroufl]^ QXljSted the pecfotman^se of 
evf ^ prou^fe^ vbiph woukl cQnQri^ikHe^ ^ thor 
private e^^HOieat, t^^.ttqated. a#. aft imppnaiy: 
^Q^f^ o£ %tq, the mgrsiage of I^ ftcr^ary) 
Conihntimi "• Ti^at Gallic Ady^tiireit, x9bo was 
rcGonunieiided 1^ ^tuiss to liie king of the Hmigf 
had engage^ his ferviee to. the minifters of Con* 
ftantixiDpiey for the ftipukuted reward of a wealdiy 
and noble, wife; and the daughter of coimt Sa« 
tiiminus. was cbofen to difcharge the d>ligation» 
of her country. The relu£huice of the vi£Um, 
fame domeflic troubles^ and the imjuft confif* 
cation of her fortune^ cooled the ardour of her 
iaiterefted; lover; but he ftill demanded^ in the 
name of Atdhi, ah equivalent alliance ; and, after-^ 
many ambiguous delays and excufes, the Byzan- 
tine court was compelled to facrifice to this info- 
lent ftranger the widow of Armatius, whofe birth, 
opulence, and beauty, placed her in the moft^ 

39 Sec Prifcus, p. 69. 7j, 71, &c. I would fain believe, that this 
advientufcr was afterwards cniqificd by the order of Attifa, on a Aifpi.; 
cion of treafonfibic praaicesi but Prifcus (p. 57.) has too plainly, 
diainguid^cd Mii#perfons of the name of Cpoiianttust wbo» from tbf. 
fimilai evc«8 of their lives, might have been cafily confoijndcd* 
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SttuftrioiB* Tank, of the ibomaiv matrons. I^>r ^ i*/ ^« 
tlidfe . kliportlinare and opfilsffive embafliesy At^ 
tUa claimed a foicable rcMrn: be weighed, with 
fiiffikious^ piid^j the chata&erand ftation of the 
hapemeA tnyk>ys ; but he condefcended to pro^ 
mife^ that he would advance as hr as Sardica, to 
i«crive "any minifters who had been invefted with 
th& anAht dignity. The council of Theodofius 
eluded this jiropofal, by reprefenting the defolate 
and rvsied condition of Sardica ; and even ven-i 
toned. to mfiifik^te, that every officer of th^afmy 
or houfebold was qualified to treat with the moft 
powerful princes of Scythia. Maxiniin ^% a re« 
^e&able courtier, whofe abilities had been long 
exef^jfed m civil and military employments, ac« 
c^ed with reluftante the troublefbme, and, per- 
haps, dangerous commifSon, of reconciling the 
angry fpirit of the king of the Huns. His friend, 
the hiftorian^Prifcus *', embraced the opportunity 
of ohferving the Barbarian hero in the peaceful* 
and domeitic fcenes of life : but the fecret of the 

40 In the Perfian treaty concluded in the year 42ft» the wife and 
eloquent Maximin had been the aflTelTor of Ardaburius {Socrates^ 
l.vii. c. io.)« When Marcian afcended the throne> the o^ce of 
Great Chamberlain was beftowed on Maxtmin» who is ranked, in a 
public edifly among the four principal miniilers of ftate (Novell, ad 
Calc. Cod. The'od. p. 31.) He executed a civil and military com- 
miiSpA in the Eaftern provinces $ and hissdeath was lamented by the 
ravages of ^thiot>iay whofe incurfions he had repreiled* See Prifcut^ 

p. 40,41 • 

4« Prifcus was a native of Panium in Thrace, and deferved, by his 
eIoqti«nce, an honourable plate among the fophifts of the age. His 
Byzantine hiftory, which related to his own limes, was comprized 
in feven books. See Fabricius, Bibliot'^ Grace; torn. vi. p. 235, 136* 
No^witbftanding tbe charitable judgmei^ of thf critics, I fufpedl that 
Pciicus was a PagMi, 

F 2 emhafly. 



4% THE PlCilNI AN© FAMi 

P » A Pi ^baflfy^ a fatal and gi^ty fecsrct, wsu^^eBthtftdf 

\,f^^y^ only to the ioterpretfnr Vigtlhu. The two> hft 

am^flfadors of the-Huns^ Oreftes, a uoble fatn 

}e^ of the Pannanian province, and Edecon, a 

valiant chieftain of the tribe of the Scyrri, tc^ 

turned at the fame time from CoftftantiDApl^. Co 

t;he royal camp* Their obfc^re ti9tmc$ were a^- 

wards illuftr^^d by the eKitraordinaty fortune aad 

the coatraft of their fons ; the two fenratiia of 

Attila became the fathers of the laft Roman em** 

peror of the iWeft, ^ad of the firit Barbatiao kieg 

of Italy, ^ 

The em- The ambaflkdotiii who were followed byanu^ 

Aiiximin onerous train of menlina horfcsj made their firft 

fo Attila. {iajt at Sardica^ at the diftance of three iiundired 

' ' ^* ' and fifty miles, or thirteen days journey, from 

Conftantinople. As the remains of Sardiea were 

ftill included within the limits of the empire, it 

was incumbent on tlie Romans to exercife the 

djiities of hofpitality. They provided, with the 

affiftance of the provincials, a fufBcient number 

' of flieep and oxen ; and invited the Huns to a 

fplendid, or, at leaft, a plentiful, fupper. But the 

harmony of the entertainment was foon difturbed 

by mutual prejudice and indlfcretion. The great- 

nefs of the emperor and the empire was warmly 

maintained by their minifters ; the Huns, with 

equal ardour, afferted the fuperiority of their 

viaorious monarch : the difpute was inflamed by 

the rafli and unfeafonable flattery of Vigilius, who 

paffionately rejefted the comparifon of a mere 

mortal with the divine Theodofiusj and it was 

with extreme difEculty that Maximin and Prifcus 

. ; . * * were 



OF Tfifi ROMAN ERiPIRi: 

were able to divert the conyerfation', or to'foothe 
the aogry mlndSy of the Barbarians. When they 
rofe from table, the Imperial ambaflador pre* 
fented Edecon and Oreftes with rich gifts of filk 
robes and Indian pearls, which they thankfully 
accepted* Yet Oreftes could not forbear mfi- 
nitatmg, that he had not always been treated with 
iuch rdpe£l and liberality: and the oifen five dif* 
tinftion which was implied, between hfs civil 
office and the hereditary rank of his colleague, 
feems to have ihade Eklecon a doubtful friend, and 
Oreftes an irreconcileable eiiemy. After this 
entertainment, thjey travelled about one hundred 
miles from Sardic£"to NaifTus; That flourifhingr 
dty, which had given* -J5irth to the great Conftan- 
ttnC) was levelled with the ground: the inhabit- 
ants were deftroyed or difperfed ; and the ap- 
pearance of fome fick-perfohs, who were ftill per- 
mitted to exift among the-^mns of the churches, 
ferved only to increafe the horror of the profpei^t. 
The furface of the country was covered with the 
bones of the flain ; and the ambafiadors, who 
dhreded their courfe to the north-weft, were' 
obliged to pafs the hills of modern Servia, be- 
fore they defcended into the flat and marfliy 
grounds, which are terminated by the Danube.- 
The Huns were mafters of the great river : their 
navigation was performed in large canoes, hoU 
lowed out of the trunk of a fingle tree ; the mi- 
aifters of Theodofius were fafely landed on the 
oppofit^ bank ; and their Barbarian affociates 
immediately haftened to the camp of Attila^ which 
was equally prepared for the amufements of 
F 3 hunting, 
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CHAP* hunting, or of irar. No fooner had Maxkmn 
1^ advanced about two miles fr,om the Danube, 
than he began to experience the faftidious info- 
lence of the conqueror. He was fternly forbid 
to pitch his tents in a plealant valley, left he 
ihould infringe the diftant awe that was due to 
the royal manfion. The minifters of Attila preflfed 
him to communicate the bufmefs, and the inftruc- 
tions, which he referved for the ear of their fove- 
reign. When Maximin temperately urged the 
contrary practice of nations, he was ftill more 
confounded to find, that the refolutions of the 
Sacred Confiftory^. thofe fccrets (fays Prifcus) 
which ftiould not be revealed to the gods them- 
felves, had been treacheroufly difclofed to .the 
public enemy. On his refufal to comply wih 
fuch ignominious terms, the Imperial envoy was 
commanded inftantly to depart: the order was 
recalled ; it was again repeated ; and the Huns 
renewed their ineffedual attempts to fubdue the 
patient firmnefs of Maximin. At length, by the 
interceffion of Scotta, the brother of Onegcfius, 
whofe friendfhip had been purcbaDed by a liberal 
gift, he was admitted to the royal prefence ; but, 
inftead of obtaining a decifive anfwer, he was 
compelled to undertake a remote journey to* 
wards the North, that Attila might enjoy the 
proud fatis&Aion of receiving, in the fame camp, 
the ambafladors of the Eaftrern and Weftem em- 
pires* His journey was regulated by the guides^ 
who obliged him to halt, to haften his march, or 
to devisUe from the common road, as it beft fuited 

the 
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Ifae x:eiiv^biiee of the Hiftg. The Rom&fat 9j*[^,^- 
Vib0 trav^rf^ the pk^nd ^ Hungary^ fuptpofe 
thftt the^ paSkd/ewrai aaVigftble rivers, dther 
in canoes or porUble boats ; but there is reafim 
to fufped, that the winding Aream of the Te^fs^ 
or Tibifcus, might pxefent itfelf in diflferenC 
places^ under different names. From the cohti« 
guou8 villages they received a plentiful and regu* 
lar fupply of provifions ; mead inftead of ^ne, 
millet ka the place of bread, and a certain litjuor 
named| Azmttfs which, according to the report of 
Frilcus, was diftilled from barley ^\ Suqh fare 
might appear coarfe and indelicate to men who 
bad lifted the luxury of Cdnftantinople : but, in 
their accidental diftrefs, they were , relieved hy 
the gentlen^fs and hofpitality . of the fam^ Bar* 
hdsiag^ fo terrible and fo mercilels in war. Th6 
{unbaflkdcMTS had encamped on the edg^ of a large 
morafs. A violent temped of wind and r^iin^ oi^ 
thunder and lightnbg, overturned their tents^ 
unm^rfed their baggage and furniture in the 
water, and fcattered^ their retinue, who wandered 
in the darknds of. the night, uncertain of their 
road, and apprehenfive of fome unknown danger, 
till; t)iey awakened by their cries the inhabitants 
of a neighbourmgj village, the property of the 

♦» The Hunt thcmfelves ftill continued to defpife the labours of 
it^Kculture^ they* abufed the privilege of avi^oiious nation 5 and 
the Goths, their indoftiious fuhjcfts virho cultivated the earth, 
dreaded their neighbourhood, like that of fo many rayenous wolves 
(PrifcuS, p. 4.5.). In the fame manner the Sarts and Tadgids pro* 
tide for their own fubfiflence, and for tfrtt of the Ufbec Tartars, 
Hifcir !a»y and rapacious fovereigns. See Genealogical Hiftory of the 
Tikrtars, p. 4« 3. 455> &^t 

F 4 . widow 
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a few moments,: ;atoftfett«Ue fire of reeck, 
kindled by their oflidow benevolence : the watfts, 
and even tht defirei, of the Romans vrere Iibe> 
rally fatisfied } and they feem to have been eni^ 
barrafled by the fmgular politenefs of Bleda^sr 
widow, who added to her other fiivours the gift, 
or at leaft the loan, of a fuf&cient number of bea»» 
tiful and obfequious damfeU. The fiin-fliine 
of the fucceeding day was dedicated to re|»ofe; 
to coUeft and dry the baggage, and to the rdhrefli« 
meat of the men and horfes : but, in the even- 
ings before they purfued tbeur journey, theiasi* 
^(&dors exprefled then: gratitude to the 4>oaii- 
teous lady of the village, by a very acceptable pre* 
font, of filver cups, red fleeces, -dried fruits, and 
Indian pepper. Soon after thk adventure, they re« 
joined the march of Atiila, from whom they had 
been feparated about. fix. days; and flowly pro- 
ceeded to the ca[»tal of an empire, which did not. 
contahi, in the fpace of CsV^al thou&ad niUei» 
a. (ingle city. 
Tiic royal As far as we may afcertain^ihe vague and ob« 
Miaw.*"** *^'® geography of Prifcus,thia capital a|^>ears. 
ta .bftye been lotted between the Danube, the 
Teyfs, and the Carpathian hills, in the pfannt c^ 
Upper Hungary^ and moft probably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ja^berin, Agria, or Tokay *% la 

41 Jt is evident! that Prifeui pafled the Danubf and the Teyfs* and 
ibti be ^ not reach the foot of the Carpathian Hills. Agria» To* 
k^y* piNW^aherini are fituatcd in the plains circumfcribed by thif 
d<)^ttiop* M. de Buat (Hiftoiredes Pennies, &c torn. vii. p. 461.) 
ha« chofen Tokay; Otrokofci (p. t8o» apnd Mafcoo, tx. 13.)^ a 
learne^i Hungarian, has preferred JnsHerini a place about thin)-lix 
mties W0liward of Bnda and the Danube. 
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ictcT^(ki it tduld be no -more than an aeddental ^ ^ ^ ^* 
eaoip, whidi, by the long snd frequent refidence ^^w 
of Attib^ had infisnfibty fwelled into a huge vil- 
lagCy fw the reeepciDn ci his court, of the troops 
who £bHowed Usperfon, and of the vartous mul* 
&ude t>f idle or hiduflrioua .flares and retain* 
ers^. The batht^ oonftrnded by Onegefius, 
were the only edifice of ftone ; the materials had 
been, ti-anfported from Pannonta ; and fince the 
adjacent: country vat deftitute even of large tim- 
bar, k* may be prefuoied, that the meaner ha- 
bitsicions of the royal village confifted of ftrayr, 
of SMidy. or of canvas. The wooden houfes of the 
nMire illuftrious * Huns, were built and adorned 
with rude magnificence^ acconding to the rank, 
the fortune, or the tafte of the proprietors. I'hey 
feem^tohave been dtftributed with fome degree 
<^ order and fymmetry ; and each fpot became . 
mor^ honourable, as it approached the perfon of 
the fovtreign* The palace of Attifo, which fur- 
poied all other houfes in his dominions, was built 
entirely of wood, and covered an ample fpace of 
grtmnd* The outward enclofure was a lofty wall, 
or pallibde, of finooth fquare timber, interfered* 
widi b%h towers, but intended rather for 0nk^d 
menr Aan defence. This wall, which feems to 

44 Tlie royal Tillage of Attila maybe compared to the city of Ka« 
racoruniy the residence of thefacceflbrf of Zmgiss which, though it 
appears to have been a more ftable habitation, did not equal the fize 
or fplendor of the town and abbey of St. Denys | in the 13th ccntuiy 
(fee Rubruquis, in the Hiftoire Gcnerale des Voyages, toMi/'vif. 
p. iS6.)* The camp of Auiengzebe, as it it fo agreeably dtfcrif»ed 
by Bernier (torn. ii. p, 217—135.), blended the m^nuers oi ScytlMl 
with the magnificence and luxury of Hindoitan. 

» have 
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^xxx^' ^^^ cnrirded the dnoKirky df a Mil^ cbnqire- 
bended a great varidby of wooden edi&cs, adapt* 
cd to the ufes ofroyaky. A&par^ hoofewai 
affigned to £acb of the Bumeroiu wivses of At« 
tila ; and, inftead of the rigid : and ilMb^ con-* 
finement impofed by Afiatic jeabufy^ tiiey. po- 
litely admitted the Roman ^mhafladoi-s to .their 
prefence, their table, and even to the ireedom 
of an innocent embrace. When ^(bzimin. offezed 
bis prefents to Cerca,: the praaapalqueen^. bead* 
mired the fingular architefhsre of her maiiflon* 
|he height of the. rpund columns^ ch^. fizt and 
b^uty of the Vi^ood> which was ciurioufly (haped, 
or turned,, or polifbed, or cs^ved; and hia at* 
tentive eye was able to. difcover fome. tafte in 
ibe ornaments, and fome reguliority in the pro- 
portions^ After paQing. through the guards who 
watched before the gate> the ambafladors were 
introduced into the private apartment of Cerca. 
The wife of Attila received their vifit fitting, ot 
rather lying, on a foft couch ; the fioor was (kv 
Tered with a carpet i the domoftic^ formed a dr^ 
^k round the queen ; aad her daipfela^ fealed on 
l^e ground > were empjioyed' in working the varie- 
g^l^ embroidery fv'hich akiorned the drefs of the 
Barbaric wtirriors.: The Huns were ambitious of 
difplaying thofe riches which were the fruit and 
. evidence of their victories : the trappings of their 
horfes, their fwords, and even their (hoes, were 
fludded with gold and precious ftones ; . and 
,their>tables were profufely fpread with plates, and 
^blets, and vafes of gold and filver, which had 
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becto fefciotted by ihe labour of Grecian ardfts. ^^x^j^* 
The mooaroh.aloa^ aflomed the fuperior pride of -^^ ^ ^^ w 
ftill adhering to t&e fioiplicity of his Scylliian an« 
ceftors*'. The d*dfi of Attila, his arms, and the 
futniture of his -horfe, \K^re plain,* without orna*^ 
meiit, and of a finglfe colottr* * The royal table was 
ferved in wooden: cups and platters ; fieOi wa^ his 
only fdod; and the conqueror of the North never 
tailed the luxqry of fertod. 

When Attila firft gave audience to' the Ro- TheW«, 
man ambaflidors: ob the banks of the Danube, At"nj!t© 
his tent was encompaflfed with a' formidable guards ****^2^"* 
The ' monarch himfelf was feated in a wooden aow* 
chsdr. His ftern countenance, angry geftures, and 
impatient tone, aflonifced the firmnefs of Maa- 
min ; but Vigilius had more reafon to tremble, 
fince he diftinftly underftood the menace, that 
if Attila did not refpeft the law of nations, he 
wiDuld nail the deceitful interpreter to a crofs, 
and leave his body to the vultures. The Barba- 
rian condefcended, by producing an accurate lift, 
to cxpofe the bold felfeheod of Vigilius, who 
had affirmed that no more than feventeen deferters 
could be found. Bat he arrogantly declared, 
. that he appt^hended only the difgrace of con- 
tending with his fugitive flaves ; fince he defpifed 
their impotent efforts to defend the provinces 
which Theodofius had entrufted to their arms: 

45 When the "Moguls difphyed the fpoils of Af1a» in the diet df 
Tonc3t, the throve of Zingis was I)iU covered with theofigiiiia] blacJt 
feit carpet, on which he had been feated, when he was raifed to the 
connmqocl.of hii warlike count/ymcn. See Vie de Oengifcan, 1. iv. 

« For 
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c H A^p. " For what fortr«fs'' (added Atttla), •* what dty,' 
^^ in the wide e^ctent of the Roman empre, can 
^^ hc^e to exiil, iecure and impregnabk, if it 
^^ 18 our pleafure that it fliotild be erazed fronk 
«' the earth ?" He diTmifled^ however, the in- 
terpreter, who returned to Conftantinople with 
his peremptory demand of more complete refti- 
tution, and a more fplendid embafly. Hh aci^ 
ger gradually fubfided, and his domeftxc fatisfec^ 
tion, in a marriage which h^ celebrated ^n the 
road with the daughter c^ Efla^i, might perhaps 
contribute to mollify the native fiercenefs of his 
temper. The entrance of Attila iqto the royal 
village, was marked by a very fingular cere? 
mony, A numerous troop of women came out 
to meet their hero, and their king. They mapfji- 
ed before him, dUlributed inta long and regulaf 
files : the intervals between the files were fiUed byr 
white veils of thin linen, which the women oft 
either fide bore aloft in their hands, and which 
formed a, canopy for a chorus of young virgins, 
who chanted hymns and fongs in the Scythian 
language. The wife of his favourite Onegefius, 
with a train of female attendants, ialuted Attila 
at the door of her own houfe, on his way to the 
palace; and offered, according to the cuftom of 
the country, her refpeftful homage, by intreating 
him to tade the wine and meat, which fhe had 
prepared for his reception. As foon as the mo* 
narch had gracioufly accepted her hofpitable gift, 
his domeftics lifted a fmall filver table to a con- 
venient height, as he fat on horieback ; and At- 
tila, 



lib, wfaeii ^h& tiad touched the goblet with lib chap. 
Ups^ again faiated the wife of Onegelius, and con- -^.-^-w 
dnued his mareh; During his reiidence at the 
feat of empire, his hours were not wafted in the 
reclufe idlenefs of aferagilo; and the king of the 
Huns could maintain his fupcHor dignity, without 
ccmceaHng his perfon from the public view. He 
frequently aiTefmbled his council, and gave audi* 
ence to the ambailadors of the nations; and his 
people might appeal to the fupreiiie tribunal, which 
he-^ heW at ftatdf times, and, according to the 
eaftern cuftom, before the principal gate of his 
wooden palace. The Romans, both oft the Eaft 
and of the Weft, were twice invited to the ban- 
quets, where Attila feafted with the princes and 
noMes of Scythia. Maximin and his coiieagues Titerayai 
were flopped on the threfliold, till they had made ^**^' 
i devout libation to the health and profperity of 
tiN^ l^g of the Huns ; and were conduced, after 
this ceremony^ tor their refpcdive feats in a fpa* 
cious hall* The royal table and couch, covered 
with carpets and fine linen, was raifed by feveral 
(leps in the midft of the hall ; and a fon, an uncle, 
or perhaps a favourite king, were admitted to 
fliare the fimple and homely repaft of Attila. Two 
lines of fmall tables, each of which contained three 
or four guefts, were ranged in order on either hand ; 
the right was efteemed the moft honourable, but 
the Romsrns^'ftigenuoufly confefs, that they were 
placed on the left ; and that Beric, an unknown 
chieftain, moft probably of ihe Gothic race, pre-, 
ceded the reprefentatives of Theodofius and Valen- 
I tinian. * 



7« THE DICtlNE A'ND. FAtL 

CHAP. tWan. -The B«rb»iian inonarc& recei*e«l from hi* 
cap*bearer a goblet filled "with wine, and coot* 
teoudy: drank to the health of the moft diftingniflied 
gucil > tirbo ro& from hk feat, and exptefied, ia 
thefitme manner, his loyal and refpedful vow?.- 
This, ceremony wa? fucceflively performed for ally 
or at.kaft for the illuftrious perfon& of the a£^ 
iembiy; and! a coniiderable time moft have beeft 
confoined^ fince it wt» thrice repeated, as each; 
Gourfe of fervicrwas pis&ed on the table. But the 
vme ftill remained after the meat had been ne^ 
moved ; and the Huns continued' to indulge their 
intemperance long after the ibber and decent am* 
hafladors of the two empires bad withdnrwn them- 
ielves from the nofturhal banquet. Yet before 
ihey retired, they enjoyed a Angular opportunityVif 
obferving the manners of the nation in their coir^f 
vivial amufements. Two Scythians ftood before 
the couch of Attila, and recited the verfes which 
they had compofed, to celebrate his valour and 
his vidorias. A profound (ilence prevailed in the 
hall ; and the attention of the guefts was captivated 
by the vocal harmony, which revived and perpe- 
tuated the memory of their own exploits : a mar- 
tial ardour flafhed from the eyes of the warriors, 
who were impatient for battle ; and the tears of the 
old men expreffed their generous defpair, that they 
could no longer partake the danger and glory of 
tlje field •**. This entertainment, which nright be 

46 If we may believe Plutarch (in Demetno, torn. v. p, 24,) it 
wu the cuftom ot ihe Scythians, when they i» dulged in the pleafures 
of the table, to awaken thetr languid courage by the martial harmony 
•f twaogiog their bow.itrin^s. 

6 confidered 
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C^e^ied ^y > im^ that tkbafed th^ (%mty of hxu 

inan iiature. A. Itf ooriib and a Scythian boffoon 

i(iicc$($V€l9^ efP^cil^ t^e: mirth of the rude ^ec-^ 

tat$»r% \^y i^ip? ^^elbraii^ figure^ ridiculous direfs, 

antiq geftwes^^bfurd i{i0(ichQs, and thQ (bangQ 

unini^ligible cQufufioiir e£. the Latia» the Gothic^ 

and tfa^ I^i^i^ huiguf^cjs^ aivl t^ hstU refouodi^ 

ed with Idudr s^id liceittipus ^k of kyghtjer* io 

the ml^A of this inteiiipQta^ riot, iUtiJa alone# 

yriiiiaut.a change qf i;opi|(ei^apce, maipf^k^ hlit 

ftedfafl: and inflexible gravity ; which wasL t)^v^ 

relaw^ ^ce,gty-osi tlw; e^^rance of IrQiac> th6 

youDgeA.of hjs ibfiSri hc; eaabracje^ ik^ bQy wuh 

a fowl? of patera^ ten^ieraefs, gfptiy pii»«he4 

him by the xlv?ejk^:ajid belayed, a partial aflSeCf* 

tioxi^ which wa^ j^i^^ hy 4;he aiTuraqce oi bk 

proph^, thaf .?ftp^ -jwould; be the, fiitpr^ fup-r 

port d ,hi3 fapijy ^aff eippire. Two day^ aftcy-^ 

war4s, tlig, ^n3j(;)8ffador3 received a fecond invitar? 

tipn; aji^.thejj hpid reafpn tq praife the politenefs, 

as well as .the hoipUality^.of Attila.- Th^ king, 

of the Hujis held a long and familiar converfacion 

with Maidimn; but his civHity was int-errupted 

by rude expreffions, and haughty reproaches ; and . 

be was p];ovok6d9 by a motive of intereft, to tup*' 

porti with unbecoming zeal, the private claims, 

of .,hi3 ,ftf retary, .Cpnftantjus. " ^Tbe eipperois'' 

(£^: Atiib) ^i has long promifed htm a rich 

♦* wife:* Conftantius mull not be difappointed ; 

*' Qor^fliould a;P.Qiiun emperor deferve the name 

** of iiar.'* » &9 the thir^ day, the ambaffadors 

were 
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xxxt/' ^^^ difmiffed j the freedom of feveral capdvet 

smm^^'^* was granted^ for a moderate ranfom, to tkeir 
pef&Qg entreaties; aud, befides the ro^al pre- 
fehts, they were permitted to accept from each 
of the Scythian nobles^ the honourable and ufe- 
ful gift of a horfe. Maximin returned, by the 
fame road^ to Conftantifiople ; and though he 
was involved in an accidental difpute with Bene, 
the new ambaifador of Attita, he flattered hlmfelf 
that he had c(Hitributed, by the laborious journey; 
to ccmfirm the peace and alHance of the two na^ 
tions*'. 
ConfiNra. But the Roman ambaflador was ignorant of 
cy of the jhe trcacherous defign,^ which had been concealed 
agatnft the undcr the maik of the public faith. The furprife 
tlu,**^^'" *^^ fatisfaftion of Edecon, when he contemplated 
the fplendour of Conftantinople, had encouraged 
the interpreter Vigilius to procure for him a fe- 
cret interview with the eunuch Chryfaphius^% 
who governed the emperor and the empire* After 
fome previous converfation, and a mutual oath 
of fecrecy» the eunuch, who had not, from his 

47 Thf curious narrative of this tm^affy, whicli reqaiiti few ob* 
fervations, and was not fufceptible of any coikiteral evidence, may be 
found in PrifcuSy p. 49—^0. but I htve not confined inytelf 10 the 
fame orders and I bad prevtoofly extrtflcd the biAorieal eireum« 
ftancest which were lefs intknately connected with the loyantfp and 
buHnefs, of the Roman anibafladors. 

4* M. de TiUeniQnt has very properly given the KiccdlldR ot 
Chamberlainst who .reigned in the name of Theodofiua. Cbryfa* 
phius was the laft, and, according to the unanimont evidence of 
hiftoryy the worft of thefc favourites (fee Uift« des Empeieurs, toiii« 
vi* p. s 17—119. Mem. Bcclef. torn. xv. |i«43t.). Hit partiality 
for bis godfather, the hercfiarch Eutychcs^ ci|gq|ed him lA^iikutk 
the orthodox party, 

own 
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otm feelings or experience, imbibed any exalted 
aotioQs of minifterial virtue, ventured to propofe 
the death of Attila, as an important fervice, bf 
which Edecoti might deferve a liberal fhire of the 
wealth a^ lU^cury which he admired* The 
^onbailador of thp Huns liftened to the tempting 
offer ; and profefled, ti^ith apparent zeal, his abi^- 
lity^ as. well as readtnefs, to execute the bloody 
deed:, the defign was communicated to the mat- 
ter of the offices, and the devout Theodofius 
GQofepted to the aiTaffination of his invincible 
enemy. But this perfidious confpiracy was de- 
£ratdd:^fa^the diffimulation, or the repentance, of 
Edecoa y and, though he might exaggerate his* 
iawsrd abhorrence for the treafon, "which he 
jGaemed to approve, he dexterooily aflumed the 
mtnt of an early and vohmtary confeffion« If we 
Tuw .reriew the i^cnbafiy of Maximin, and the 
Ijdiayiduir of Attila, we mufl: applaud the Bar^ 
barian, who refpe3ed the bws of horpitaIity,.and 
genoouSyentertained and difmiifed the miniftet 
of a fnfince who bad confpired againQ: bis iife. 
But the raflmefs of Vigilius will appear ftill more 
extraoABhafey, fince he retarned, confcious of hh 
gwk .and dai^r, to the royal camp ; accom- 
panfed by his fon, and carrying with him a 
weighty purfe of gold, which the favourite eu* 
budf -had fumtflied, to fatisfy the detnands of 
EiKcon,'and to corrupt the fidelity of the guards. 
The iaterpri^ter: Ws inftantly feiaed, and dragged 
kefere*^the critmntl of Attila, where he afferted 
tis ^liacence-' with fpecious fifmnefs, till the 
^J^uVI. G threat 
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CHAP, threat of infliaing inftant death oa his fon, ex- 
^„„.v^ torted from him a fincerc difcovery of the crimi- 
nal tranfadion. Under the name of ranfom or 
confifcatlon, the rapacious king of the Hans 
accepted two hundred pounds of gold for the life 
of a trsutor^ whom he difdained to/puniih* He 
pointed his jufl: indignation againft a nobler ob* 
Herepri. j^^t. His ambaflkdors Eflaw and Oreftes were 
?*"fy/"^ immediately difpatched to Conftantinople, with a 
the Empe. peremptory inftru^tion, which it was . much bfer 
"*^' for them to execute than to difobey. They boldly- 

entered the Imperial prefence, with the fatal purfe 
hanging down from the neck of Oreftes ; who 
interrogated the eunuch Cbryfapbius, as he flood 
befide the throne, whether he recognifed the evi- 
dence of his guilt. But the office of reproof was 
referved for the fuperior dignity of his colleague 
Eflaw, who gravely addreffed the Emperor of the 
Eaft in the following words : " Theodofius is the 
^' fon of an illuftrious and refpedable parent: 
^^ Atcila likewife is defcended from a noble race ; 
^^ and be has fupported, by his actions, the dig- 
^^ nity which he inherited from his father Mund- 
«« zuk. But Theodofius has forfeited his pater- 
^^ nal honours, and, by confenting to pay tribute, 
*' has degraded himfelf to the condition of a 
" flave. It is therefore .juft, that he fhould reve- 
*'^ rence the roan whom fortune and merit haire 
^^ placed above him ; inftead of attempting, like 
<< a wicked flave, clandeftinely to confpire againft 
«' his maflier." The fon of Arcadius, who was 
accuftomed only to the voice of flattery, heard 

14 with 
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vrith aftoniihment the fev^re language of truth ; 
he biuflied and trembled ; nor did he prefume 
direftly to refufe the head of Chryfaphius, which 
Eflaw and Oreftes were inftrufted to demand. 
A folemn embaiTy, armed with full powers and 
magnificent gifts, was haftily fent to deprecate 
the wrath of Attila ; and his pride was gratified 
by the choice of Nomius and Anatolius, two 
minifters of confular or patrician rank, of whom 
the one was great treafurer, and the other was 
mafter-general of the armies of the Eaft* He 
condefcended to meet thefe ambafladors on the 
banks of the river Drenco ; and though he at firft 
afl^ed a ftem and haughty demeanour, his anger 
was infenfibly mollified by their eloquence and 
Hberality. He condefcended to pardon the em- 
peror, the eunuch, and the interpreter; bound 
himfelf by an oath to obferve the conditions of 
peace; releafed a great number of captives; 
abandoned the fugitives and deferters to their 
hte ; and refigned a large territory to the fouth 
of the Danube, which he had already exhaufted 
of its wealth and inhabitants. But this treaty 
was purchafed at an expence which might have 
fupported a vigorous and fuccefsful war ; and the 
fubjefts of Tbeodofius were compelled to redeem 
the fafety of a worthlefs favourite by oppreffive 
taxes, which they would more cheerfully have paid 

for his deftru£tion^^ 

The 

• 49 This feeret cofifpiracy, and its ini|jortant confequeneett mzy 
he traced in the fragmentt of Prifcus, p. 37, %%t 39. 54.' 70, 7I9 7«« 
l*he chrobol^gy i»f Urn hiftqtrt^n is not fixt4 by an^ |»recife date $ 

Q a hvft 
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^Axiv! ^*** fempw>r Tlieodofius <Iid aot long farifiw 
< .^*> w -^ the moft humiliaUQg circutnftante of an inglo# 

Ju%^hT '*^^* '^^^' ^* ^^ ^*^ fwJii^gf or hunting, in th« 
Younger neighbourhood of Conftantinople, he was tlirown 
A^D. 450. 'f^<^^ his hotfe into the river Lycus : the (pine 0f 
Ju)ya8. the back was injured by the fell; and -be gxpired 
foxne days afterwards, in the fiftieth year of bis 
j^ge, ftfid the forty-third of hjs reign '^ His 
fifter Pulcheria, whofe authority had*, been con- 
trouled both in civil and eccleiiaftic^i aflfairs by 
the pernicious influence of the.eiinucb^j was ttoa«' 
iiiinoufly proclaimed Etnprefs of thi^ Eaft; and 
the Romans, for .the firfl: time, fub«M^ to a 
female reign. No fooa^r had Pulcbei^.^fceftd^ 
the throne, than (be indulgi^d her.otra and the 
public refentotent, by an a& of popular juftice* 
Without any legal trial, the eunuch Ghtyfaphttts 
H/ias executed befc^e the ^eB of the city; and 
the immenle riches which had. been accumufartcd 
by the rapacious favourite^ fenced only to baften 
and to juftify his pumflunenx "• Amidft. the 
general acclamations of the clergy and people^ 
the emprefs did not forget the prejudice and dif* 
advantage to which her fex was expofed ; and fbe 

but the feries of negociations between AttiU and x\te £a(tern empire, 
muft be included between fl»e three or four years which are termi- 
Ikated A. D. 4.50, by the dMiU tf Theodofius* 

5P Theociorus the Reader (lee VaieT. Hift. Ecclef, tonu iii, p. 56^3^)9 
and the Pafchal Chronicle, mention the fall, without fj)ecifyii)g the 
injury : but the confeqnence was Co likely to happen, an<i fo milikcJy 
to be invented, that we may fafcly give credit to Nicephorus CaUiiius, 
a Greek of the fourteenth century. 

s< PtrlcberiaB nutu (fays Coufit Marcellinus) fua com avaritia in* 
teremptus ett. She abandoned the eunuch to th^ pious revenge of a 
fuOf whofe father hail fullered at his inftigation. 

wifely 
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iwfcly refohref to prevent their mufmurs by 'tha ^^^^* 
choice of ' a colleague^ D^hq wouM always refpeft ^■^■^ w -*-^ 
the fuperior rank and virgin eliaftity of his wife. 
She gave her hand to Marcian, a fenator, about and ic Cuci 
fixty yearsL of age, and the nominal hufband of Malx^ani^ 
Pulcberia was folemnly invefted with the Imperial Aug. »s. 
parple. The zeal which he difplayed for the or- 
thodox creed, as it was eftabliflied by the council 
of Chalcedon, would alone have infpired the 
grateful eloquence of the Catholics. But the 
behaviour of Marcian in a private life, and after- 
wards on the throne, may fupport a more rational 
belief, that he was qualified to reftore and in- 
vigorate an empire, which had been almoft 
diflblved by the fucceffive weaknefs of two here- 
ditary monarchs. He was born in Thrace, and 
educated to the profefEon of arms ; but Marcian's 
youth had been feverely es;ercifed by poverty 
and misfortune, fince his only refource, when he 
firfl: arrive4 at Conftantinople, confifted in two 
hundred pieces of gold, which he had borrowed 
of a friend. He paflfed nineteen years in the 
domeflic and military fervice of Afpar, and his 
fon Ardaburius ; followed thofe powerful generals 
to the Perfian and African wars ; and obtained, 
by their influence, the honourable rank of tri- 
bune and fenator. His mild difpofition, and ^ 

ufefut talents, without alarming the jealoufy, re- 
commended Marcian to the efteem and"* favour, 
of his patrons : he had feen, perhaps he had felt, 
the abufes of a venal and opprelTive adminiftration ; 
G 3 and 
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^xxxiv * ^^ ^^* ^^'^ example gave wdght and enei^ 
to the laws, which he promulgated for the reform^* 
ation of manners '\ 

5* ProcopiuSy 6t Bell* Vandal. I. i. c. 4. Xva|;riiit> 1. ii. e. x. 
Theophanes» p. 90. 91. Novelt. ad Calcem Cod. Theod« toin. ▼!• 
p. 30. The praifes which. St. Leo and the Catholics have beftowed 
on Martian, are diligently tranfcritwd by Baroniuif at in enpounkj^* 
nent for future princes* 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

InvaJionofGaul by Aitila. — He is repulfed by £tius 
and the ViJigoihs.^^Attila invades and evacuates 
Italy. — The Deaths of Attila^ Mtius^ and Valen- 
iinian the Third. 

1 T was the opinion of Marcian, that war Ihould chap. 

-*• be avoided, as long as it is poffible to pre- Jl^i^llL; 

ferve a fecure and honourable peace ; but it was AttiU \ 

iikewife his opinion, that peace cannot be ho- boTcm- 

nourable or fecure, if the fovereira betrays a ?"•«»» »nJ 

_-, . , _ ° , ' prei»ai'es to 

pufillanimous averfion to war. This temperate invade 
cburage diftated his reply to the demands of At- ^^\ 
tiia, who infolcntly preffed the payment of the 
annual tribute. The emperor fignified to the 
Barbarians, that they mud no longer infult the 
majefty of Rome, by the mention of a tribute ; 
that he was difpofed to reward, with becoming 
liberality, the fiiithful friendfhip of his allies ; but 
that, if they prefumed to violate the public peace, 
they (hould feel that he poffeffed troops, and 
arms, and refolution, to repel th^ir attacks* The 
fame language, even in the camp of the Huns, 
was ufed by his ambafladqr Apollonius, whofe 
bold refufal to deliver the prefents, till he had 
been admitted to a perforial interview, difplayed 
a fenfe of dignity, and a contempt of danger, 
which Attila was not prepared to expeft from the 

G 4 degenerate 
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^xxxv^' degenerate Romans'. He threatened to chaftife 
the rafli fucceffor of THeodofms ; but he hefitated 
whether he fhould (irfl: direft his invincible arms 
againft the Eaftern or the Weftern empire. While 
mankind awaited his dectfion with awful fufpenfe^ 
he fent an equal defiance to the courts of Ra- 
venna and Conftantinople ; and his miniitsrs 
faluted the two emperors with the fam^ haug}ity 
declaration. " Attila, my lord, and tiy lord, 
'^ commands thee to provide a palace for his 
" immediate reception*." But as the Barbarian 
defpifed. or afie(^ed to defpife, the R^omans^ of 
the Eaft, whom he had fo often vanquiibed, be 
foon declared his refolution of fufprading .tjlxe 
eafy conqueil:, till he had atchieved a more glo»> 
lious and important: enterprife. In the memo- 
rable invafions of Gaul and Italy, the Huns were 
naturally attra£^ed by the wealth and fertility of 
tbofe provinces ; but the particular motives aad 
provocations of Attila, can only be explained by 
the ftate of the Weftern empire under the reign 
of Yalentinian, or, to fpeak more corredly, under 
the ,adminiftration of -^ius \ 

Charafter After the death of his rival Boniface, ^tius 
had prudendy retired to the tents of the Huns ; 



and aditii- 
et JEi'tus, 



~ »' Sec Prifcus, p. 39. 72. 

* The Alexandrian or Pafchal Chttonicle, which iivtroduces tliis 
haughty mcffHge, during the lifetin>e of Tbeodoilus, may ha\^ anti- 
cipated the date j but the dull annalid was incapable of inventing the 
original and genuine fiyle of Attila. 

3 The fecond book of the Hiftoire Critique tte l*Et;^liflemeiit de 
)a Monarchic Fran^oife, torn. i. p. 189 — 424.. throws great light an 
the ftate of Gaul, when it was invaded by Attila ; but the ingenious 
author, the Abbe Dubos, too often bewilders himfelf in fyftem and 
conjellttre* 

and 
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and he was indebted to their alliance for bis fafcty ^mxv'* 
and his reftors^tion. laftead of the fuppUant Ian* ^* v '^ii*^ 
guage of a guihy exile^ he folicited his pardon ^j^l.?!.. 
at the bead of fixty thoufand^ Barbarians ; and the 
emptefs Placidia confejQTed, by a feeble reQftance^ 
that the condefcenfion, which might ha^ve been 
afciibed to clemency, was the efFed of weaknefe 
or fear. She delivered herfelf, her fon Valentiqian^ 
and the Weftern empire, into the hands of an 
infolent fubjed; nor could Placidia protect the 
foQ-in-law of Boniface, the virtuous and faithful 
Sebaftiafti*, from the implacable perfecution, 
which urged him from, one kingdom to another^ 
till he miferably perifhed in the fervice of the 
Vandals. The fortunate iEtius, who was irn*^ 
mediately promoted to the rank of patrician, and 
thrice invefted with the honours of the confulflbip^ 
affuroed, with the title of mafter of the cavalry 
and infantry, the whole military power of the 
ftatej and he is fometimes fly led, by contempo* 
rary writers, the Duke, or General, of the Ro» 
mans of the Weft. His prudence, rather tbaa 
his virtue, engaged him to leave the grandfon of 
Theodofius in the poffeffion of the. purple; and 
Valentinian was permitted to enjoy the peace and 

4 Viaor Vitenils (dc Perf^ut. Vandal. 1. i. c. 6. p. S. edit. Riii. 

nart) calls him, acer confilio tt ftrenuus in bello : but his courage, 
when he became unfortunate, was cenfured as defi^erate ra/hnel's j 
and Seb^fiian ^tCervejA^ or obtained, the epithet oi fra^ps (Sidon. 
ApoUmar. Carmen* iK. i8i.). His adventures at Conltantiiioplc, 
in Sicily, Oaul, Spain, and AJFrica, are fa'fntly marked in the Chro- 
nicles of Marcellinus apd Jdatius. In his di(^refs he was alv^ays 
followed by a numerous train j fmce he could ravage the Helief- 
pont and Propontis, and feize the city of Barcelona. 

luxury 
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^xxxv/ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^*^y» ^^^^^ *^ patrician appeared in 
the. glorious light of a hero and a patriot, \vho 
fupported near twenty years the ruins of the 
Weftem empire. The Gothic hiftorian inge- 
nuoufly confefleSy that JEtius was born for the 
falvation of the Roman republic ^ ; and the fol- 
lowing portrait, though it is drawn in the fiaitreft 
colours, mud be allowed to contain a much larger 
proportion of truth than of flattery. " His mo- 
*^ ther was a wealthy and noble Italian, and his 
^ father Gaudentius, who held a diftinguiflied 
•' rank in the province of Scythia, gradually rofe 
** from the ftation of a military domefticj to the 
** dignity of matter of the cavalry. Their fcm, 
^^ who was enrolled almofl: in his infancy in the 
** guards, was given as a hoftage, firft to Alaric, 
'^ and afterwards to the Huns; and he fuccef- 
•* fively obtained the civil and military honours 
^^ of the palace, for which he was equally qua- 
** lifted by fuperior merit. The graceful figure 
*' of Mxhis was not above the middle ittature j 
<^ but his manly limbs were admirably formed 
** for ftrength, beauty, and agility ; and he ex- 
** celled in the martial exercifes of managing a 
*' horfe, drawing the bow, and darting the jave- 
^' lin. He could patiently endure the want of 
" food or of fleep; and his mind and body were 
*• alike capable of the moft laborious efforts* 
*^ He poffeffed the genuine courage, that can 
^^ defpife not only dangers but injuries ; and it 

5 Reipublics Rotnanat fingularifer natus, qui Aiperbiam Suevo- 
ritm, Fianconimque barbanem immenfis ccedibus fervire. Imperio 
Romano coegiiTet. Jornandcs de Rebus Qeticis, c« 34. p. 66o. 

** was 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 9, 

** was itnpofCble either to corrupt, or deceive, or ^ w a p, 
** intimidate, the firm integrity of his foul *." v^-,--J 
The Barbariatts, who had featcd themfelves in the 
Wcftern provinces, were infenfibly taught to refpeQ: 
the faith and valour of the patrician .Stius. He 
fbothed their palfions, confuked their prejudices, 
balanced their interefls, and checked their ambi* 
tion. A feafonable treaty, which he concluded 
with Genferic, protefted Italy from the depreda« 
tions of the Vandals ; the independent Britons im« 
plored and acknowledged his falutary aid y the 
imperial authority was feftored and maintained in 
Gaul and Spain; and he compelled the Franks 
and the Suevi, whom he had vanquifhed in the 
field, to become the ufeful confederates of the 
republic. 

From a principle of intereft, as well as grati- hi« eoa^ 
tilde, JEtins affiduoufly cultivated the alliance of "«*^««» 
the Huns. While he refided in their tents as a Huns and 
hoftage, or an e3dle, he had familiarly converfed ^^*"^ 
with Attila himfelf, the nephew of his benefaftor ; 
smd the two famous antagonifts appear to have 
been connected by a perfonal and military friend- 
jDiip, which they afterwards confirmed by mutual 
giftSy frequent embailies, and the education of 
Carpilio, the fon of JEtius, in the camp of At- 
tila. . By the fpecious profeffions of gratitude 

^ This portrait is drawn by Renatus Profuturus Frigeridusy a con- 
temporary hiftorianj known on^y by fome extrads, which aie pre- 
ferred by Gregory of Tours (l.ii.- c. S. in tonu ii. p. 163. )• Jt 
was probably the duty, or at leaft the intereft, of Renatus, to mag- 
nify the virtues of ^tius | but he would have ihewn more dexterity, 
if he had not infilled on his patient|^^/iy difpoHtiooi 

and 
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^xxxv^* and voluntary attachment, the patrician mght 
difguife bis apprehenfions of the Scythian cote* 
queror^ who preflfed the two empires with his in^ 
numerable armies* His demands were obeyed 
' or eluded. When he claimed the fpoils of a vsm- 
quiihed city, fome vafes of gold, which had been 
fraudulently embezzled; the civil and militarjr 
governors of Noricum were immediately difpat<;hed 
to fatisfy his complaints^: and it is evident, 
from their converfation with Maximin and Prif. 
cus, in the royal village, that the valour and 
prudence of Miius had not faved the Wellcrn 
Romans from the common ignominy of tribute* 
Yet his , dexterous policy prolonged the advan« 
tages of a falutary peace ; and a numerous armji 
of Huns and Alani, whom he had attached to Us 
perfon, was employed in the defence of Gauh 
Two colonies of thele Barbarians were judicioufly 
fixed in the territories of Valens and Orleans ** \ 
and their adive cavalry fecured the important 

7 The ^mbalTy confided of Count Romulus j of Promotus, prc- 
fldcnt of Noricum i and ef Romnnu?, the military duke. They 
were accotTi}>aitied by TaHillus, an iUailnout citizen qf FdtoviOy in 
the fame province, and father of Orefles^ who had Diarj-ied the 
daughter of Count Romulus. See Prifcus, p. 57. 65, Cafliodorius» 
(Variar. 1.4.) mentions • another enxhaffy^ ^hich was executed by 
his father and Car|>ili9, tlue foQ of ^ti«s; and a^ At|iia tiras no 
more, he could fafciy boalt of their manly intrepid behaviour in. hi# 
prcfence. 

• Delerta Valcntin?e urbis rura Alanis partienda traduntur. Prof- 
per. Tyroris Chron. in Hiftoriens de France, torn. i. p. 639. A 
few lines afferwaid>, Profper obferv<»s, that lands in the ulterior Gaul 
were afliffned. to the Afani. Withotit admitting the correction of 
Dobo»(tom. i. p. 300.) 5 the reafonable fbppofition of rw« colonies 
or garrifofts of Alarri, will confirm his arguments, and rcnrove his 
objeflions* w - 

paffages 
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paffiiges of the RMne and of the Loire. Thefe ^^xxv*' 
(avage allies were not indeed lefs formidable to ^ -^^v w 
the fubjeds than to the enemies of Rome. Their 
ortgioal fettlement was enforced with the Keen* 
tious Yfolence of conqueft-; and the province 
throogh which they marched, was expofed to all 
the calamities of an faoftile tnrafion*. Strangers 
tor the emperor or the republic, the Alani of Gaul 
were devoted to the ambition of JEtius ; and 
though :he might fufped, that, in a conteft with 
Aoila himfelf, they would revolt to the ftandard 
of their national king, the patrician laboured to 
reftrain, rather than to excite, their zeal and 
ref<^tment againfl: the Goths, the Burgundians, 
sffid the Franks. 

The kmgdom edabliihed by the Vifigoths in TheVift. 
the foutbern provinces of Gaul, had gradually ^auiun- 
ac<)aired ftrength and maturity ; and the conduft «**.*" '**^ 
of diofe- ambitioas Barbarians, either in peace or x^eodo- 
war, engaged the perpetual vigilance of -Stius. "^^ ^ 
Aiu^r the death of Wallia, the Gothic fceptrc 419— 4S«- 
devolved to Theodoric, the fon of the great 



9 See Profper. Tyro, p. 639. Sidonlus (Panegyr. Avit. 24.6.) 
•onoplain^, in the name gf Auvcrgne, Ims native counuy, 

I^terius ficyihicot equites tone ferte fubiiClo 
Celfas Arcmorico, Geticuni rapiebat in agmen 
Per terras, Arverne» luas, <jui proxirua quxquc 
Difcurfu, flammis, ferro, feritate, rapinis, 
JDflebant ; pacis fallentes nomen inane. 

Aiiotbrr poet, Paulinus of Perigar<)y confirms the complaint i 
Nam ibcium vix fcTK queaS| qui durior hoAe. 

See Dubos, torn. i. p. 330* 
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^xxxv!' AUric'*'} and his ptofperous reign, of m&re 
vp-i-v-^il^ than thirty years, over a turbulent peojrfe, ttmy 
be allowed to prove, that his prudence wz9 fup- 
ported by uncommon vigour, both of mind and 
body. Impatient of his narrow limits, Theodoric 
sfpired to the pofieffion of Aries, the wealthy feat 
of government and commerce; but the city was 
faved by the timely approach of iEtius ; and the 
Gothic king, who had raifed the fiege with fome 
lofs and difgrace, was perfuaded, for an adequate 
fubfidy, to divert the martial valour of his fub- 
jefts in a Spanilh war. Yet Theodoric ftill watch* 
ed, and eagerly feized, the favourable moment 
A. D. '^f renewing his hoftile attempts. . The Goths 
♦15— 439* befieged Narbonne, while the Belgic provinces 
were invaded by the Burgundians j and the pub- 
lic fafety was threatened on every fide by the 
apparent union of the enemies of Rome. On 
every fide, the aftivity of ^tius, and his Scy- 
thian cavalry, oppofed a firm and fuccefsful re- 
fiftance. Twenty thoufand Burgundians were 
flain in battle ; and the remains of the nation 
humbly accepted a dependent feat in the moun- 

'« Theodoric II. the fon of Theodoric I., declares to Avitus his 
refolurion of repairing, ot expiating the faohs whkh hit groM^athgr 

had committed. 

Qujc nefler peccavit avus, quero fafcat id unusD^ 
Quod tcj Roma, cBpit. ■ 

Sidon. Panegynci Avit. 505. 
. This charafter, applicable only to the great Alaric, eftablifhes the 
genealogy of the Gothic kings^ which has hitherto been unnoticed* 
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tains of Savoy". The walls of Narbonne had ^^^y^^ 
been fliaken by the battering engines, and the 
inhabitants had endured the laft extremities of 
famine, when count Litorius^ approaching in- 
filenee, and. direding each horfeman to carry 
behind him two facks of flour, cut his way through 
the intrenchments of the befiegers. The fiege 
was immediately raifed; and the more decifive 
victory, which is afcribed to the perfonal condu£l 
of iEtius himfelf, was marked with the blood of 
eight thoufand Goths. But in the abfence of the 
patrician, who was haftily fummoned to Italy by 
fome public or private intereft, count Litorius 
fucceeded to the command ; and his prefumption 
foon difcovered, that far diflferent talents are re<^ 
quired to lead a wing of cavalry, or to direft the 
operations of an important war. At the head 
of an army of Huns, he raihly advanced to the 
gates of Thouloufe, full of carelefs contempt for 
an enemy, whom his misfortunes had rendered 
prudent, and his fituation made defperate. The 
predictions of the augurs had infpired Litorius 
with the profane confidence, that he (hould enter 
the Gothic capital in triumph; and the truft 
which be repofed in his ]Pagan allies, encouraged 
him to rejed the fair conditions of peace, which 

<f The name of Sa^tJiAf the origin of Sa'vcyy is firft mentioned by 
Aminianus Marcellinus ; and two military potts are afcertained, by 
the Notitta, within the limits of that province i a cohort was Ration- 
ed at Grenoble in D'auphinlj and Ehredunum, or Iverduru (helter- 
ed a fleet of fmall velTels, which commanded the lake of NeufchateU 
See Valefi'us, Noiit. Galliarnm, p. 503. D'Anvillc, Notice de TAn* 
cicnne Gaule, p« aS4.. 579, 
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CHAP, were repeatedly propofed by the bifhops in Ae 
name of Theodoric, The king of the Goths ex- 
hibited in his diftrefs the edifying contraft of 
Chriftian piety and moderation ; nor did lie lay 
afide his fackcloth and aflies till he was prepared 
to arm for the combat. His foldiers^ animated 
with martial and religious entfaufiafm, aiflaulted 
the camp of litorius. 1 he confIi£l ^as obftihatc $ 
the flaughter was mutual. The Roman general^ 
after a total defeat, which could be imputed only. 
to his unikilful raihnefs, was adually led tfarcragh. 
the ftreets of Thouloufe, not in his own, biit m a 
hoitile triumph ; and the mife];y which he expe- 
liehced, in a long and ignominious captivity, 
excited the companion of the -Batbarians them- 
felves '*. Such a lofs, in a country whofe fpirit 
and finances were long fmce exhaufted, could not 
eafily. be repaired ; and the Goths, aflitming^ ia 
their turn, the fentiments of ambition. 4nd j'e- 
Vengc, would have planted their vi6jorious (tand- 
ards on the banks of the Rhone, if; the prefeace 
of ^tius had not reftored- (Irength and difcipline 
to the Romans". The two armies expected the 

fign4 

T* SalVian has attempted t04jl|>]ain the mcral go^nerrttnent of t^ 
]>ityj a taik which may be readily fterformcd by fuppofing, that 
the calamities of the wicked are, judgments^ and thofe of the righteous^ 
trials. 



• Capto terrarum damna patebant 



Litorio, in Rhodanum proprios producere fines* 
TI»el^do^id^e fixiim j nee erat pu^narc newffci 
Sed migrare Getisj rabidam trux afperat iram 
Vi^or^ quod fenfit Scythicum Tub mcenibus hoftein 
Iinputat, et nihil eft gravius, fi forfitan unquam 
Vinccrc contingat, trcpido,-*— 

Panegyr, Arit. 300, &c. 

SidonittS 
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fignal of a decifive a£tioa;i but the generals, t^rho 
were confcious of each other's force, and doubt- 
ful of their own fuperiority, prudently (heathed 
their fwords in the field of battle ; and their re* 
conciliation was permanent and fincere. Theo- 
doric, king of the Vifigoths, appears to have 
deferved the love of his fubjects, the confidence 
of his allies, and the efteem of mankind. His 
throne was furrounded by fix valiant fons, who 
were educated with equal care in the exercifes of 
the Barbarian camp, and in thofe of the Gallic 
fchools : from the ftudy of the Roman jurifpru- 
dence, they acquired the theory, at leaft, of law 
and juftice; and fhe harmonious fenfe of Virgil 
contributed to foften the afperity of their native 
manners'*. The two daughters of the Gothic 
king were given in marriage to the eldeft fons of 
the kings of the Suevi and of the Vandals, who 
reigned in Spain and Africa ; but thefe illuftrious 
•alliances were pregnant with guilt and difcord. 
The queen of the Suevi bewailed the death of 
an hufband, inhumanly mafiacred by her bro- 
ther. The princefs of the Vandals was the vic- 
tim of a jealous tyi-ant, whom flie called her fa- 
ther. The cruel Genferic fufpefted, that his 

Sidonius then proceeds, according to the duty of a panegyrift, to 
transfer the whole merit from ^tius, to his minifter Avitus, 

'4 Theodoiic II. revered, in the perfon of Avitus, the chara^ler of 
his preceptor. \ 

I Mihi Romula duduro 

Per te jura placent i parvumque edifcere jufHt 
Ad tiia verba pater, docili quo prifca Af«>diMi 
Carmine moliiret Scythicos mihi pagina mores, 

Sidon. Fanegyr, Avit, 495, &c. 
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fon^s wife had confpired to poifon him^ the fup'^ 
pofed crime was punilbed by the amputation of 
her nofe and ears ; and the unhappy daughter of 
Theodoric tsras ignommioufly returned to the 
court of Tbouloufe in that deformed and muti- 
lated condition. This horrid ad, which mnfl! 
feem incredible to a civilized age, drew tears fr6m . 
every fpeftator ; but Theodoric wa^ urged, by the 
feelings of a parent andj'a ^king, to revenge fuch 
irreparable injuries. The Imperial minifters, 
who always cherifiied the difcord 6f the Barba-^ 
rians, would have fupplied the Goths with arms, 
and /hips, and treafures, for the African war ; and 
the cruelty of Genferic. might have been fatal to 
himfelf, if the artful Vandal had not armed, in 
his caufe, the formidable power of the Huns. 
His rich gifts and preiSng folicitations inflamed 
the ambition of Attila ; and the defigns of ^tiusr 
and Theodoric were prevented by the invafion of 
Gaul *\ 

The Franks, whoje monarchy was ftil! confined 
to the neighbourhood of the Lower Rhine, had 
wifely eftablifliea the right of hereditary fuccef- * 
fion in the noble family of the Merovingians'*. 

Thefe 



»J Cor authorities for the reign of 1'h^odoric I* are, Jornandes 
de Rebus Geticis, c. 34. 36. and the Chronicles of Idatius, anJ 
the two Profpcis, inferted in the Uiftortans of France, torn, i*. 
p. 611—640. To thefe we nuy add Salvian de Gubernatrone Def, 
). vii. p. 243, S44, 245. and the panegyric of Avitus^ by Si- 
donius. 

*^ Reges Crimtot fe creaviflede prima, et ut ita dicam ilobili^ri 
luorum famiiia (Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 9. p. 166. of the ftcorld 
Toluuic of the HiitDrisins of France). Gregory himfelf does not 

mention 
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ITiefe princes were elevated on a bticklcr, the ^xxxv^* 
fymbol of military command '^ ; and the royal 
fiifliion of long hair was the enfignof their birth 
and dignity. Their flaxen locks, which they 
combed and dreflfed with fingaUr care^ hung 
down in flowing ringlets on their back and flionU' 
ders ; while the reft of their nation were obUged, 
either by law or.cufbom^ to flmve the hinder part 
of their bead; to comb their hair over. the fore- 
head, an4 to content themfelves with the oma<i. 
meat of two fmall whifkers **. The lofty ftatur© 
of the Franks, and their blue eyes, denoted a 
Germanic origm; their clofe apparel accurately 
exprefibd the figure of their limbs; a weighty 
fword was fulpeiuded from a broad belt; thdr 
bodies were prote£)ied by a large fliield : and thefe 
warlike Barbarians were trained, from their ear* . 

mention the Merovingian name, which may be traced^ however^ to 
the beginning bf the i'eventh centWy, as the diftinflive appellation 
of the royal famiiy, and eireti of the French monarchy. An ingeniouc 
critic ba« deduced the Merovingians from the great Maroboduus | 
and he ^as clearly proved, that the prince, who gave his name to the 
M race, was more ancient than the father of Childeric, See the Me- 
moires dei^Academk des InfcriptioDSy torn. xx. p. 52—-^. torn. xxx« 

P' 557—587- 

>7 This German cuftom, which may be traced from Tacitus to 
Gregory of Tours, was at length adopted by the emperors of Con- 
ftantinople. From a MS, of the tenth century, Montfaucon has 
* delineated the reprefent^tion of a iimilar ceremony, which the igno* 
ranee of the ^ge hadf applied to Icing Oavid. See Monuments de la 
Monarchie Fran^oife^ torn. i. Diicourfe Preliminatre, 

'^ Carfaries prolixa • . • • crinium flagellis per terga dimiflis, &c- 
See the Preface to the third volume of the Hiftorians of France, 
and the Abbe Le ficeuf (Diflfertat, torn. iii. p. 4-7-r79.)* '^^^^ P^*^. 
culiar falhion of the Merovingians has been remarked by natives and 
Grangers i by Prifcus (tom, i. p. 60S.), by Agathias (torn* ii. 
P' 49. )> ^"d by Gregory of Tours, I. iii. iS. vi. %^» viii. lo. torn. ii. 
p. J56. 2.78. 316. 

Ha , Heft 
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^xxxv^' Ikift yoftlh, to tun, to kap, to fwim j to dart the 
juvelifi) or . hatUe-axe, with unerring aim; to 
atdvances wUbout heiitadon» againft a fuperior 
enemy ; and to maintain,, either in life or death, 
tlie invisicible. reputation of their anceftors'V 
Clodion, the firft of their long*haired kings, 
yhofe name and a&ions.are mentioned in authen- 
tic biftory, held hia refidence at Difpargum % a 
village, or fortrefs, whofe place may be afiigned 
between Louvain and BruiTdis. From the report 
of his fpies,. the king of the Franks .was informed, 
that the de£sncelefs flate of the fecond Belgic 
muil yield, on the flighted aitta^k, to the valour 
of his /fubjeds.. :He boldly penetrated thrcnagh 
the thickets dnd moraflfes of the Carbonarian fo« 
reft *' ; occupied Tournay and Cambray, the only 
cUies .which exifted in the fifth century, and ex- 
tended his conquefls as far as the river Somme, 
over a defolate country, whofe cultivation and 
populoufnefs are the efie£bs of more recent in- 
dullry**. While Clodion lay encamped in the 

>9 See an original piflure of the figure, drefs^ arms, and temper 
of the ancient Franks in Sidonius Apollinaris (Panegyr. Majorian. 
238 — 254..) ; and fuch ptdlures, though coarfely drawn, have a real 
and intrinfic vnlue. Father Daniel (Hift. de ia Milice Fran^oife, 
torn. i. p. 2—7*) has iUuflrated the defcription. 

10 Dubus, Hid. Critique, Sec* torn. i. p. 271, 172. Some geo- 
graphers have placed Difpargum on the German fide of the Rhine. 
See a note of the Benedictine Editois to the HiQorians of Fraocei 
torn. ii. p. x66. 

^' The Carbonarian wood, was that part of the great foreil of 
the Ardennes, which lay between the .Efcaut, or Scheld, and tbfc 
Meufe. Valef. Notir. Gall. p. 126. 

** Gregor. Turon.l. ii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 166, 167, Fredcgar. 
Epitom. c. 9. p« 395. Gefta Reg.Fiancor. c. 5. in torn. ii. p. 544., 
Vit. Sc.Remig. ab Hincinar, in torn. iii. p. 373. 

plains 
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plains of Artois *\ and celebrated, wiA vim and <^ h a r* 

oftentatious fecurity, the marriage, perhaps, of 
his fon, the ni;iptial feaft was interrupted by th6 
unexpeded and unwelcome prefence of ^tius, 
who had pafled the Somme at the head of his 
light cavalry. The tables, which had been fpread 
under the Ihelter of a hill, along the banks of 
a pleafant ftream, were rudely overturned j the 
Franks were oppreffed before, they could recover 
their arms, or their ranks ; and their unavailing 
valour was fetal only to themfelves. The loadedv 
waggons, which had followed their march, a& 
forded a ri^h booty; and the virgin bride, with 
her female attendants, fubmitted to the new 
lovers, who were impofed on them by the chance 
of war. This advantage, which had been obtained 
by the ikiU and aSivity of '^tius, might re^ 
fleft fome difgrace on tlie military prudence of 
Clodion; but the king of the Franks foon re- 
gained his ftrength and reputation, and ftill 
maintained the poflefTion of his Gallic kingdom 
from the Rhine to the Somme**. Under bis 

a) ..I I Francos qui Cloio patentes 

Atrebatum terras pcrvafcrat,— — . 

Panegyr. Majorian* iii* 
The precife fpot was a town, or village, called VicusH#/(flMS and both 
the name and the place are difcovered by modern geographers' at 
Lens* See Valef. Notit, Gall. p. 246. Longuerue> Defcriptioo df 
la France, torn. ii. p. 8S« * 

«4 See a vague account of the a£lion in Sidonius. I'anegyn 
Majorian. aia--p-230. The French critics, impatient to eftabliib 
their monarchy in Gaul, have drawn a ftrong argument from the 
iilence of Sidonius,' who dares not infinuate, that the vanquiihed 
Franks were compelled to repafs the Rhine. Dubos, torn. i. 

Hj reign, 
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^xxV* ^^^K"» *^^ "^^^ probably from the cnterpriflng 
fpirit of his fubjefts, the three capitals, Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, experienced the effefts of 
hoftile cruelty and avarice. The diftfefs of 
Cologne was prolonged by the perpetual domi- 
nion of the fame Barbarians, who evacuated the 
ruins of Treves ; and Treves, which, in the fpace 
of forty years, had been four times befieged and 
pillaged, was difpofed to lofe the memory of her 
affliftions in the vain amufements of the circus *'. 
The death of Clodion, after a reign of twenty 
years, expofed his kingdom to the difcord and 
ambition of his two fons. Meroveus, the young-^ 
er **, was perfuaded to implore the proteftion of 
Rome ; he was received at the Imperial court, as 
the ally of Valentinian, and the adopted fon of 
the patrician iEtiu^ ; and difmifled, to his native 
country, with fplendid gifts, and the ftrongeft 
afTurances of friendfliip and fupport. During his 
abfence, his elder brother had folicited, with 
equal ardour, the formidable aid of Attila ; and 
the king of the Huns embraced an alliance, which 

>5 Salvian (deGubernat. Dei, 1. vi.) has expreffed, in vague and 
declamatory language^ the tniafortunea of thefe three citiesi which 
are diftinflly afcertained by the learned Mafcou, Hift. of the Ancient 
Germans, ix. ai. 

*6 Prifcusy in relating the conteft, does not name the two bro« 
thers I the fecond of whom he had feen at Rome» a beardleft youth, 
with long flowing hair (Hiftorians of France, torn. !• p* 607, 6oS.}« 
The Benedi£line Editors aie inclined to believe, that they were the 
fons of fome unknown king of the Franks, who reigned on tfae 
banks of the Necker: but the arguments of M. dc Fonc^magne 
(Mem* (ie PAcademie, tom.^vlii. p. 464*) feem to prove, that the 
fucceflion 6f Clodion was difputed by his two fons, and that the 
younger was MeroTeut^ the father of Childcric. 

I facili* 
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fecUJtated the paflage of the Rhine, and juftified, 
by a fpecious and honourable pretence, the inva- 
fionofGaul*\ 

When Attila declared his refolution of fupport- The ad. 
ing the caufe of his allies, the Vandals and the lYl\ll^^ 
Franks, at the fame time, and almoft in the fpirit printers 
of romantic chivalry, the favage monarch pro- 
feffed himfelf the lover and the champion of the 
princefs Honoria. The fifter of Valentihian was 
educated in the palace of Ravenna ; and as her 
iharriage might be produSive of fome danger 
to the ftate, fhe was raifed, by the title of Ju'^ 
gujla **, above the hopes of the moft prefump- 
tuous fubjeft. But the fair Honoria had no 
fooner attained the fixteenih year of her age, than 
flie detefted the importunate greatnefs which 
muft for ever exclude her from the comforts of 
honourable love : in the midft of vain and un- 
fktisfaAory pomp, Honoria fighed, yielded to 
the impulfe of nature, and threw herfelf into the 
arms of her chamberlain Eugeiiius. Her guilt 
and fhame (fuch is the abfurd language of 
imperious man) were foon betrayed by the ap- 
pearances of pregnancy : but the difgrace of the 
royal family was publifhed to the; world by the 

»7 Under the Merovingian race, the throne was hereditary 5 but 
all the Tons of thtf deceased monarcf were equally entitled to their 
ibare of his treafures and territories. See the Diflertatians of M. de 
Foncemagfie^ in the fixtb and eighth volumes of the Memoires de 
l*Academie. 

*9 A medal is ftill extant, which exhibits the pleafing countenance 
of Honoiia, with the title of AuguiU; and on ,tlie reverfe^ the ini« 
proper legtitd of Salui Keifuhlic^e round the monagrain of Chrift* See 
Pucange, FamiL Byzantin, p. 67. 73, 

H 4 impru- 
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c^H^A p. imprudence of the emprefs Placidia ; who AiC^ 
miifed her daughter, after a Arid and (hameful 
confinement, to a remote exile at Conftantinople. 
The unhappy princefs paffed twelve, or fourteen 
years in the irkfome focicty of the fitters of 
Theodofius, and their chofen virgins; to whofe 
crown Honoria could no longer afpire, and whofe 
monaftic affiduity of prayer, fafting, and vigils, (he 
reluftantly imitated. Her impatience of long and 
hopelefs celibacy, urged her to embrace a ftrange 
and defperate refolution. The name of Attila 
was familiar and formidable at Conftantinople; 
and his frequent embaffies entertained a perpetual. 
intercourfe between his camp and the Imperial 
palace. In the purfiiit of love, or rather of re- 
venge, the daughter of Placidia facrificed every 
duty and every prejudice ; and offered to deliver 
her perfon into the arms of a Barbarian, of whofe 
language (he was ignorant, whofe figure was 
fcarcely human, and whofe religion and manners 
file abhorred. By the miniftry of a faithful 
eunuch, (he tranfmitted to Attila a ring, the 
pledge of her affeftion ; and earneftly conjured 
him to claim her as a lawful fpoufe, to whom he 
had been fecretly betrothed. Thefe indecent 
advances were received, however, with coldnefs 
and difdain; and the^ king of the Huns con- 
tinued to multiply the number of his wives, tili 
his love w^as awakqned by the more forcible paf- 
fioiis^ of ambition and avarice. The invafion of 
Gaul was preceded, and juftified, by a formal 
demand of the princefs Honoria, with a juft and 

equaH . 
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equal (hare of the Imperial patrimony. His pre-, ^^xxv^* 
deceffors, the ancient Tanjous, had often ad* v--*v--^ 
dreffed, in the fame hoftile and peremptory man- 
ner, the daughters of China ; and the pretenfions 
of Attila were not lefs offenfive to the majefty of 
Rome. A firm, but temperate, refufal was com- 
municated to his ambafladors. The tight of fe- 
male fucceffion, though it might derive a fpe- 
Clous argument from the recent examples of Pla- 
cidia and Pulcheria, was ftrenuoufly denied ; and 
the indiffoluble engagements of Horioria were op- 
pofed to the claims of her Scythian lover *^ Oa 
the difcovery of her connexion with the king of 
the Huns, the guilty princefs had been fent away, 
as an objeft of horror, from Conftantinople to 
Italy : her life , was fpared ; but the ceremony 
of her marriage was. performed with fome obr 
fcure and nominal hufband, before (he was im- 
mured in a perpetual prifon, to bewail thofe crimes 
and misfortunes, which Honoria might have efcap- 
ed, had (he not been born the daughter of an em^ 
peror ''. 

A native of Gaul, and a contemporary, the AttUain. 
learned and eloquent 3idonius, who was after- ^^^j ^^^ 

befieges 
*9 Sec Prifcus, p. 59, 40. It might be fatily alleged, that if fe- Orleans* 
males could fucceed to the throne, Valentinian himfeif, who had 
married the daughter and heirefs of the younger TheodoGus^ would 
have aiferted her right to the eattern empire. 

30 The adventures of Honoria are imperfeflly related by Jor- 
nandes, dc Sncceffionc Kegn. c, 97. and de Reb. Get. c» 4*. p. 674. 5 
and in the Chronicles of Frofper and Marccllinus j biit they can- 
not be made confiftent, or probable, unlefs we feparate, by an in, 
terval of time and place, hcj" intrigue with Eugcnips, and her invita^ 
tion of Attila. 

\^a^d^ 
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CHAP, wards bifliop of Clermont, had made a pr oim& 
vi2J-l> to one of his friends, that he would compofe a 
A.D.45T- regular hiftory of the war of Attila. If the tno- 
defty of Sidonius had not difcouraged him from 
the . profecution of this interefting work", the 
hiftorian would have related, with the fimplicity 
of truth, thofe memorable events, to which the 
poet, in vague and doubtful metaphors, has con- 
cifely alluded '*. The kings and nations of Ger-^ 
inany and Scythia, from the Volga perhaps tq 
the Danube, obeyed the warlike fummons of 
.Attila. From the royal village, in the plains of 
Hungary, his ftandard moved towards the Weft ; 
and, after a march of feven or eight hundred 
miles, he reached the conflux of the Rhine and 
' the Necker ; where he was joined by the Franks, 
who adhered to his ally, the elder of the fons 
of Clodion. A troop of light Barbarians, who 
roamed in qiieft of plunder, might chufe the 
winter for the convenience of paffing the river 

• J' Exegeras ipihi, ut promttterem tibi, Attilae bellum ftylo me 
pofteris intiinaturum ..... eoeperam fcribere, fed operis arepu 
tafce perfpeflo, txdult inchoaire. Sidon. Apoll. 1. viii. epift« 1 5. 
p. 246. 

$» N ■ . SubUo cum riipta tumultii 

Barbaries totas in te trantfuderac Ar^los, 
Gallia. Pugnacem Regum comiiante Oelono 
Gepida.trux fequixur; Scyrum Burgundio cogit : 
Chumn, Bellonotus, Neurus, Battel na, 7or;«^«i ' 
Biiifttnis, tilvo^avil quem Nirtr abluit unda 
Prorumpit Francus. Cecidit cito fefta bipenni 
Hercynia in lintreg, et Rhenum texuit alno. 
Et jam lerrificis diifuderat .-Xttila turmis ' 

In campos k Belga tuog. 

Panegyr, Avit. 319, Sec* 

on 
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on the ice ; but the innumerable cavalry of the c t? a p. 



Huns required fuch plenty of forage and pro- 
vifions, as could be procured only \vi a milder 
feafon ; the Hercynian foreft fupplied piaterials 
for a bridge of boats; and the hoftile myriads 
were poured, with refiftlefs violence, into the 
Belgic provinces ^'. The confternation of Qaul 
was imiverfal; and *jthe various fortunes of \%% 
cities have been adorned by tradition with mar^ 
tyrdoms and miracles '*. Troyes was faved by 
the merits of St. Lupus ; St. Servatius was re- 
moved from the world, that he might not behold 
the ruin of Tongres ; and the prayers of St. Ge* 
nevieve diverted the march of Attila from the 
neighbourhood of Paris. But as the greareft part 
of the Gallic cities were alike deftitute of faints 
and foldiers, they were befieged and ftormed by 
the Huns J who praftifed, in the example of 

n The moft authentic and circuniftaotial account of this war, U 
contained in Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis, c. 36 — 4.1. p. 661—674.), • 
who has fomettmes abridged » and fooiettn^es traiticrtbed, the Urger 
hiilory of CatTiodonus. Jornandes, a quotation which it would be 
fupeifluoiis to j'e(>eat, may be correfled and iiluftiated by Gregory 
of Tonrs, 1. a* c. 5, 6, 7, and the Chronicles of Idatius, Ifidore, 
and the two Profpers. Alt the ancient teilimonies are coUe^ed and 
inferted in the tiiftorians of France j but the reader ihould be cau- 
tioned againit a (uppofed extra6l fioin the Chronicle of Idatius 
(afnong the fragments of Fredegarius, torn. ii. p. 46s ), which 
often contradicts the genuine text pi the Gallician biihop. 

34 The amdeM legendaries deferve Tome regard, as they are obliged 
to conned) their iahles with the real hiHoiy of their own times* 
See the livei of St. Lupos, St. Ani;mu8, the biftiops of Mets, S" 
Genevieve, &c. in the Hiftorians of France, toin. i. p. 644, ^45*l(49« 
toin. ill. p. 369. 

Met2, 
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CHAP. Metz •*, their cuftomary maxims of wan They 



involved, in a promifcuous maffacre, the pricfts 
who ferved at the altar, and the infants, who, 
in the hour of danger, had been providently bap- 
tised by the hifliop ; the floutifliing city was dc* 
livered to the flames, and a folitary chapel of 
St. Stephen marked the place where it formerly 
ftood. From the Rhine and the Mofelle, Attila 
advanced into the heart of Gaul ; crofled the Seine 
at Auxerre; and, after a long and laborious 
march, fixed his camp under the walls of Orleans. 
He was defirous of fecuring his conquefts by the 
pofleflion of an advantageous poft, which com-i 
manded the pafTage of the Loire; and he de- 
pended on the fecret invitation of Sangiban, king 
of the Alani, who had promifed to^ betray the 
city, and to revolt from the fervice of the em- 
pire. But this treacherous confplracy was deteft* 
ed and difappointed : Orleans had been ftrength- 
e^ed with recent fortifications; and the affaults 
of the Huns were vigoroufly repelled by the faith- 
ful valour of the foldiers, or citizens, who de- 
fended the place. The paftoral diligence of 

15 The rcepticiffii of the Count de Buat (Hift. des Peuples, torn. 
?M* p* 539) 54^*) caanot be reconciled with any principles of rea- 
ion or criticifiTi. Is not Gregory of Tours precife and poOtive in his 
accoMnt of the deftru^ion.of Metz ? At the didance of no more thaq 
an hundred years, could he be ignorant^ could the people I e igno* 
lant, of the fate of a city,^ the aftual >efidence of his fovereigns, 
the kings of Auftrafia ? The learned Count, who feems to have un- 
dertaken the apology of Attila, and the Barbarians, appeals to th« 
i'alfe Idatius, pMrgem civitatibus Gtrmaniae et Galliae, and forgets, 
^hat the true Idatius had explicitly affirmed, plurimae civitaies efrs^^ 
^aionj which he emimer^tes Metjs^ 
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Anianus, a bifliop oF primitive fanftity and Cbri* ^^^y"' 
fummate prudence, exhaufted every art of rcli^ '^ ' v - — ^ 
gious policy to fupport their courage, till the ar- 
rival of the exped:ed fuccours. After an ol^i* 
nate fiege, the walls were ihaken by the battering 
rams; the Huns had already occupied the fub- 
urb&; and the people, wfio were incapable of bear* 
ing arms, lay proftrate in prayer. Anianus, who 
anxioufly counted the days and hours, difpatched 
a trufty meffenger to obferve, from the rampart^ 
the face of the diftant country. He returned 
twice, ' without any intelligence, that could infpirc 
hope or comfort; but, in his third report, he 
mentioned a fmall cloud, which he had faintly 
dcfcried at the extremity of the horizon. " It is 
the aid of God !" exclaimed the bifliop, in a tone 
of pious confidence ; and the whole multitude re- 
peated after him, " It is the aid of God/' The 
remote objeft, on which every eye was fixed, be- 
came each moment larger, and more diftinft ; the 
Roman and Gothic banners were gradually per- 
ceived ; and a favourable wind blowing afide the 
duft, difcovered, in deep array, the impatient fqua- 
drons of iEtius and ThSodoric, who prefled for- 
wards to the relief of Orleans. 

The facility with which Attila had penetrated 4"|f"« 
into the heart of Gaul, may be afcribed to his mans and 
infidious policy, as well as to the terror of his Vifigothf. 
arms. His public declarations were fkilfully 
mitigated by his private affurances^ he alter- 
nately foothed and threatened the Romans and 
the Goths ; and the courts of Ravenna and Thou- 
ioufe^ mutually fufpicious of each other's inten- 

13 tions. 
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CHAP. xioiiB^ beheld, With fupine indiffeteilce, the ^ 
proach of their common enemy, ^tius was the 
fole guardian of the public fafety ; but his wifeft 
meafures were embarraifed by a faftion, which^ 
iince the death of Flacidia, infefted the Imperial 
palace : the youth of Italy trembled at the found 
of the trumpet; and th^ Barbarians, who, from 
fear or afFe£lion, were , inclined to the caufe of 
Attila, awaited, with doubtful and venal faith^ 
the event of the war. The patrician paffed the 
Alps at the head of fome troops, whofe ftrength 
and numbers fcarcely defervcd the name of an 
army **. But on his arrfval at Aries, or Lyons, 
he was confounded by the intelligence, that the 
Vifigoths, refufing to embrace the defence of 
Gaul, had determined to expefl, within their 
own territories, the formidable invader, whom they 
profeffed to defpife. The fenator Avitus, who, 
Ifc&er the honourable exercife of the Praetorian pra> 
feature, had retired to his eftate in Auvergne, 
was perfuaded to accept the important embaiTy, 
which he executed with ability and fuccefs* He 
reprefented to Theodoric, that an ambitious con- 
queror, who afpired to tke dominion of the earth, 
could be refilled only by the firm and unam- 
mous alliance of the powers whom he laboured 
to opprefs. The lively eloquence of Avitus in* 
flamed the Gothic warriors, by the defcription of 

t^ ■ ■ ' Vix IJquerat Alpes 

i9!t:tt% tenue, et raruro fine milite ducens 
Robtir, in auxiliis Geticum nialecreduir.s agmen 
locafluin propriis pratfumens aJtore cafttis. 

Panegyr. Aifit, 3iS,.&c. 

the 
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the bmries which their anceftors had fuffered from <^ h a p. 

J vwtr. 



the Huns ; whofe implacable fury ftill purfued 
, them from the Danube to the foot of the Pyre- 
nees. He ftrenuoufly. urged, that it w!as the duty 
of every Chriftian to faVe, from facrilegious viola- 
tion, the churches of God, and the relics of the 
faints : that it was the intereft of every Barbarian, 
who had acquired a fettlement in Gaul, to defend 
the fields and vineyards, • which were cultivated 
for his ufe, againft the defolation of the Scythian 
ibepherds. Theodoric yielded to the evidence of 
truth ; adopted the meafure at once the moft pru- 
dent and the moft honourable; and declared, that 
as the faithful ally of JEtius aud the Romans, he 
was ready to expofe his life and kingdom for the 
common fafety of Gaul '\ The Vifigdths, who, 
. at that time, were in the mature vigour of their 
' fame and power, obeyed with alacrity the fignal 
of war; prepared their arms and horfes, and af- 
fembled under the ftandard of their aged king, 
who was refolved, with his two eldeft fons, Torif- 
niond and Theodoric, to command in perfon his 
numerous and valiant people. The example of the 
Goths determined feveral' tribes or nations, that 
feemed to fluftuate between the Huns and the Ro- 
mans. The indefatigable diligence of the patrician 

87 The policy of Anils, of ^tius, and of thp Vi(^gotll8, is imper- 
fe6kly defcribed in the Panegyric of Avitus, and the thirty -fixth 
chapter of Jornandes. The poet and the hittorian were both biafi«d 
by perfonal or .Dational prejudices. The former exalts th^ merit 
and importance of Avitus ; orbis, Avite, falusy &c. I The latter 
is anxious to fliow the Goths in the moii favourable light, Vet their 
agreement, when tbsy are fairly interpreted^ is a proof of their 
veracity. 
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gradually colleded the troops of Gaul aad Ger- 
many, who had formerly acknowledged them* 
felves the fubjeds, or foldiers, of the republic^ but 
who now claimed the rewards of voluntary fer- 
Tice, and the rank of independent allies ; the Laetia 
the Armoricans, the Breones, the Saxons, the 
Burgundians, the Sarmatiaps, or Alani, the Ri- 
puarians, and the Franks who followed Meroveus 
as their lawful prince. Such was the various army, 
which, under the conduft of iEtius and Theodoric, 
advanced, by rapid marches, ' to relieve Orleans, 
and. to give battle to the innumerable hod of 
Attila''. 

On their approach, the king of the Huns im- 
mediately raifed the fiege, and founded a retreat 
to recal the foremoft of his troops from the 
pillage of a city which they had already en- 
tered '^ The valour of Attila was always guided 
by his prudence ; and as he forefaw the fatal con- 
fequences of a defeat in the heart of Gaul, he 
repafled the Seine, and expefted the enemy in 
the plains of Chalons, whofe fmooth and level 

3^ The review of the army of -^iJus is mide by Jornandcs, c. 36. 
p. 664. edit. Grot. torn. ii. p. «3. of the Hiftorians of France, with 
the note« of the Ilenedi^ine Editor. The Lati were a prooiifcuotts 
race of Harbarims, born or naturalized in Gaul ; and the Ripani^ 
or Rifuarti, derived their name from their pofts on the "three river?, 
the Rhine, the Meufe, and the Mofellcj the Artrwicans poflTciTed the 
imiependent cities between the Seine and the Loire. A colony of 
Stiff ns had been planted in the diocefe of Bayeux ; the Burgundians were* 
fetti^d in Savoy j and the Breones were a warlike bibe of Khastians^ to 
the ead of the lake of Conltance. 

39 Aurelianenfis urbisobfidio, oppugnatio, irruptio, nee dtreptio, 
1. V. Sidon. ApoUin. 1. triii. epift. 15. p. 146* The preferiration of 
Orleans might be eafily turned into a uiiracle, obtained^ aii4 foretold} 
by the holy bi(hop. 

furfacc 



tbj^ ^csL'Vdlvy* y .But .ia :thh. tuntoltuai^ retreaty 
thA yanguar4xof).t;|ie Rt^mt^o^ aiid;the!ti* allies, 
continually .pr^fl«d, sin4 fom^idiQ^ ebgag^y/the 
troopa whom Atula^haiJ/lpOft^^m. the rear; the 
hoftile columnsv.^ th^.tdi»rkne& of the »%ht» and 
the perplexity pj, th^ roa43, tBigI\t. encounter each 
9t|^er without defigQ ; ^nd th^ bloodyrconflifl of 
the .Franks and Gepid^ei in which fifteen - thou* 
itand^^Bfrbariaj^} W48(re flain,; was a prelude: to a 
9K|re^ general .and. deciiive adion. The Cata^ 
la^kui fields ^^ipfead thetnfelyes round; Chalons^ 
stn4 extend^ according to. the vague meafiirciKieiit 
of JqrnandeSy. ta:the:le]^th of ;pne hundred and 
^(^^^, ^^^ the ..breadth "fof one itmndred) miles;^ 
QVfT . jibe whole province, wbkl^ is.vintitled ta 
it^p^ appellation . of a champaign •c<)iHitry *\ . , T4ii^ 
fi^c^us plaia was. diflii|guj0)ed,:. hQ^^i!)eril hf 
Apme^jfjequaUtjes of <grou]^ «f^ tbei.iinpot(^ce 
of :an heigl}^ >yj^Kh coji[^man49d theicaoip of 
A\^^r^ y^ y^^ di(pai;fifi»..by: the 

\W g^^^^^t^ ' ^^ y^uiig and vsiUsint .Tonf^ 
moqd firlt . occupied , the fumn|it j . the. Goths 
julhfd with irrefiilible weight on the Huna, who^ 

* 40 The commob editions read XCii ; but there is fome authority 
air afoiiurcri(>(» (and aknoft any authority is (i)fficient) for the mote 
reaii{|iftbjf) number 9f)ivi«, ' : »/•'' -' 

41^ Chalons, or Duro-Catalaunuro, afterwards Catalaumf. had fo^- 
itntiy iliadd*a patt of fht territory of Rheiros, from whence it isdi. 
ftaiit only twency-feven miles. See Valef. Notit. Gall* p« 136* 
D^AtH^ley Notice de TAncienne Gaule,' p. ata. 279. 1 

' 4*<rbc name of Campania, or Campagne, is frequently meni^ 
Mii9d by Gregory of Tours } and that great province, of which 
RMhnr wtsr tb« capitat, obeyed th4f command' of 91 doke^ ^^^f: 
Httilv p. sto^ia> \ 
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(j4 am mctxttt Avti ^Ahii 

|]ie |K7flefiioai of 4hi$ aUvtintilj^eous poft Sif^ra 
both the irGto^ 4lldlheir -leaders widi W £S^ 
a^uraace of tiddry. iTbts anxiety of Atttta; 
prompted hmi to ctkiftik^his prlefts and batuffxces. 
It waB reported, that a¥t^ TcrtitiniziDg the tA^ 
ttails of viftims^ tfiid fcraptng their bonei, they 
revealed, in myfterious ktnji^uage, hb own de- 
feat, with the deathof liis prmdpSl adycrferyy 
and that tbe.BarbcLrbnj by actepting the equhra- 
kntp expk-eiTed bh )»1 voluntary efteem for ^ 
JM^iot dierit of Mti\i9. But . the nnufbal i)^ 
i)M>»dcncy, «^hich feeiiied to {^tevaU among tUtl 
inmif engaged Atttla to ufe the 6xpedient9 fy , 
j^oiiliar to the gto^tak of imtiquity, of knimatin^ 
hk troops fcy a Ailitaty 'Oration ; and his lailguacgj^ 
was thai of a kinj^y. ^ho had oft^h fought an^ 
cohqiliensd at th^ir hi^d^. He pt^fled them W 
c^nfider thdr p^ ih^y^ their a^nal danger, 
and . tlidr fbtiire hb^ies* Thk filme fortnnte^ 
which opebtd .the d^ferts md nK>f afies of Sidy^ 
tloa^ to tb^ir linarm^d vdonr,* which had* fe&l 
i^ many warlike nations prpftrate at thd^ 
feer^ had ^r^fei^v^d the foys of this menmrabl^ 
field for the confummation of their vidorii^. 
,1rhe caiitipu,s A^ps of their en^mies» their SmA' 
alliance, and their advantageous poft^ he artMly 
rcprefentfed as this effe^s, not of prudence^r tmt 

4) t am fenfiblc that thefe military orations ace uAi^itiy cnmft^h^ 
hy the hidorian) y«t th< o)d Oliregotlis, who hatl, Atrv^d.MMiet 
Atti1a» might repeat his tlifcowie to Cafliodorivyi : t^ 14^^^^ 
even the expreflioo^y have anpii^inal Sjcytliian, cali ), imkI? l.f}qi«Ml 
whether an Italian of the futh' century would have tlv9Ught ^ t^ 



Iff^fcir/'TTie yfflgotlis alonfe were theftirengih ^^i^' 
ittM nerves of the oppofite drmy ; and the Htitii 
might feciirdy trample on thfe degenersite HoL 
inans^ whofd clofe and compaA ' ordef bettayed 
iBiefr ilpp'rehfeilfions, and who wcit equally inca^ 
]pabl^ of fupporting tKc dangers, or the fatigiieti 
ef-4= tfay of battle. The doftrine of pr^deftina* 
tl8il, (b favourable to mdttial virtue, Was care* 
laily tticulcated by the knig *f the Huns; wh* 
aSBitrM his fubjeSs, that the warriors, protefted 
^hf Hiaven, were fafe and invalnei'able amtdft 
rafc darts of ^he enemy; but that the bnerrin|| 
Fat«i8 teotild ftrike their Hetlms in the bc^om of 
inglorious peace. " I myfelf,*' continued AtfHtti 
^ #iil throw the firft javelin^ ^d th^ wretch 
^ who i'efiifes td imitate the ex&mple of hfii^ ^ 
^ veftslg!^, is devoted tb inevitable death.*' Tht 
f{4rU of the Barbarians was rekindled by the prci^ 
fittidtfy the voice^ and ihe^ example, of their tir- 
Cfepid leader; and Attib^ yielding to their im^ 
^tierice, immediately formed his order of battle. 
At the head c^ his brave aiid faithful Huns^ ht 
M^pi^ in p^tfon the centre of the line. Thk 
natioiift fubje& to bis empire^ the Rugians, tfat 
HeruJiy the Thuringians^ the Franks, the B«u> 
guMsMis, were extended, on tither hand, ov^ 
tik Mspie fpace of the Catailaunian fidds; tfas 
sj|^ wing was commanded by Ardnric, king of 
At Giyiit i tnd the three valiant brotherk, wh» 
reigned over the Oftrogoihs» were polled on tlit 
left tooppofethe kindred tribes of the 'Vif^odiSk 
Hie difpofition of the allies was regulated by % dif- 
ftrent principle. Sangiban, the faitilde king rf 

la the 



^xxinr'* J*cAlaiii,wa^ placed in the cex^re.;/whem^Uf 
j^v t -w {notions might he ftridly watched, s^nd hi$ t^m: 
pbcry.might be. inftant^y punifbed. ^Stius afi^i^fOKed 
|he command, of the left,, and Theodoric of ^^ 
^ght, ,T?ing ; ]H[bile ToriFmond ftill continfiie^ Pi 
qc;fupy' the; hqght$ which, appear to have i%retp|^^ 
/aathe flailiky and, perhaps the rear^ of the S<(yt]^i^ 
lirmy. jlie nations froo^ the Volga to ther>At}9qr 
^c >v^e.]aifenvbled-on^ the plain of , Chaloi^i^; ybu^ 
piany of th^fe nations t had been 4^V|d^d l(JS^§|p^ 
^on, oi,;$pnqueft,: or emigration ^r and tin apf 
f^i^^WQf eflf fimilar arnis. and qnf^^^f.whi^ 
^rQateti^ each other, prefeftted thp !i(pag^ ;of;;'i 
(civil. war,:. . ,. ' , . i •* ,• t— ' '.\, a 
i^AtHeof iijjTkp difcipliiie and taftics of th^ prse]4fi>j$uul 
Chalons. j^,mn| fotm an intfflefting pitrt pi their najBipnal 
jinaftn^. : The atlrentive ftudy , of /'tljft military 
aerations of Zenophon, or GasQ^r^ p/tBred^ri^ 
when they are defcribed by the fame^geniUs yihidi 
4»}nceived and executed theniy may ^.teod! tb: iiii^ 
frove (if fuch improvement, can be- viiltwd^bithf 
art of. dieflroying the human fpes:ie^ Bm(. tbe 
battle of Chalons can only excite .our cUr^bpfity 
^y the magnitude of the objei^l } iince it VAS. de- 
eded by the blind impetuoTity of JBarbarians^. and 
has been related by. partial writers^wbofercitll or 
lecclefiaftical profeffion fecluded theih from (he 
fcnowledge of military affiiks* Caifiodqrius^ h6!wv 
ever, bad familiarly converfed with many Gothic 
^rriors, who ferved in that memorable togage- 
ment} ^^ a.conflia," as. they informed him, 
•** fierce, various, obftmate, and bloody ; . fubh 
f^. as could aotibe paralleled, either in ^cpre^ 
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•* fcnt, or ip pafl ages/' The number, of the ^^J^^ 
ilain amounted to one hundred, and (Ixcy-twQ. o-^/^^*-^ 
thoufand, or, according to another accountt^ threi^ 
hundred tboufand perfons *^ ; and thefe incredible 
exaggerations fuppofe a real and efteftive. loft^ 
fufficient to juflify the hidorian'g remark, that 
whole generations may be fwept away» by the. 
madnefs of kings, in the fpace of a fingle hour.. 
After the mutual and repeated difcharge of mi(5l<i 
weapons, in which the archers pf Scythia might 
fignalize their fuperior dexterity, the cavalry and 
infantry of the two armies were furioufly mingled 
in clofer combat. The Huns, who fought under 
the eyes of their king, pierced through the feeble 
and doubtful centre of the allies, feparated their^ 
wings from each other, and wheeling, with a. 
rapid effort, to the left, directed their whol^, 
force againft the Vifigoths. As Theodoric rode 
along the ranks, to animate his troops, he re«^ 
ceived a mortal ftroke from the javelin of An-, 
dages, a noble Oftrogoth, and immediately fell, 
from his horfe. The wounded king was op- 
preffed in the general diforder, and trampled 
lihder the feet of his own cavalry ; and this im- 
portant death ferved to explain the ambiguous, 
prophecy of the Harufpices* Attila already ex* 

44' Tlie cxprtflioflt of Jornandet, or rather of Cn(Ho4orm)» art 
exiftmety Arong* Btfllttm Btrox» nuUtpleXy ioitnanet prrtinaxp 
oil fimili nttlU ttfqaam narrat amiqiritat i uhi ralia gcfta referantffr, 
i|t Dihil cflct quod in viti Aii conrpicerc potuiflet egrcgiut, qlJ^ 
Imittft mintvH priwetur aiptfift. Bobot * ( Hill. Critiqtie» torn. t« 
P* 99»» S9l«) ^ttflmpttt} recpn^iU the s6ftiO0o of Joriwndct with' 
the 300,000 of Idatios and IfidlKvi hy Aippofing, chat tht larger) 
number incladed the total deftniftion of the wur, the effect of diicafc, 
^itn^ttt of Che vnanle^ people, tfee, 
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^XYv^* nUcd in the confidence of viftonr, when tbj. 
valiant Torirmond defcended from the htllgy an4 
verified the remainder of the prediAion^ -. Th^ 
Vifigoths, vfho had been thrown into confufioi^ 
by the flight, or defedlion, of the Alani, gra- 
dually reftored their order of battle \ and t)ie 
Huns were undoubtedly yanquifhed, fihc-e Attila 
Ti^aft compelled to, retreat. He had expofed his 
perfon vrit(i the ralhnefs of a private foldi^; bii| 
l^e intrepid troops of th^ centre had pufhed for* 
wards beyond the reft of the line; their attac)^ 
was faintly fupported; tlieir flanks were un- 
guarded ; and the conquerors of Scythia and 
Cermany were faved by the approach of the night 
from a total defeat. They retired within the 
circle of waggons that fortified their camp } aind 
tfce difmounted fquadrons prepared themfeives 
fbr a defence, to which neither their arms, nor 
(heir temper, were adapted. The ev^nt was 
4oubtful : but Attila had fecured a laft and ho- 
liourable refource. The faddles ^nd rich furni- 
ture of the cavalry were coUefted by his order^ 
Into a funeral pile; and the magnanimovis 9^r* 
barian had refolved, if his intirenchments fltoyld 
be forced, to r^ih headlong into the flames, and 
to deprive his enemies of the glory which they 
might have acquired,^ by the death or \:aptivity of 
Attila ^ ; 

41 The Count <U Buat (Hift. 4c« V^v^\t9,See. torn. vii. p. 554-^ 
173), ftill dep^ndini; on tbe/sfff, and again rejcOtngthe true Idatiuf, 
htf dividfd the defnt of AtHte into tw^ gcMt battk* |- tht iormev 
i|MrOrUani» iht bitei is Ch»«^pagac t inA^^m, TM4»rkwaa 
flffioi i» the ethcCf^ kf wai rcvcQgorf. 
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. Out Ihs eneqiifis M WflW <b^ m^t in p^l ^^^>'' 
diTocdara^ a^ixjcly* The incpntiderate cGtunge ^i— .>w 
of ToTifqiond was ^enp^pceti to urge ibe purfuir^ AttiT'^^ 
^1 h«r unei^peded^y fbund hiqiCelf, with a hw 
folIo.wers» in the midU of the Scythiiw waggone^ 
In ibe confttfion of a noduifnal combat9'he wi|t 
l^rown from his borle; aod the Gothic prince 
inuft have^ periflied like his father, if bis youths 
ful ftzeDgtjb, itnd the intrepid zeal of his coqn* 
pjuuonii, ip4 TU>t refcued |)iqi. frqm this dangerous 
fituatton« In tl^eiame maiiner, but on the left 
of the Ufi^ 42^His him&lf, Ijep^ratied ^6m hiji 
allieSf ign(>raat pf th^ir vi^ory, and anxious ,fot 
ibw ^e» encountered and efcaped the hoftile 
troops^ th^t were fcattered over the plains, of 
* Ch|lqus ; and at length reached the camp of the . 
Gotb% ^hi^ he could only fortify, with a flight 
lan^l^t of ibields, lUi the dawn of day. Tim 
Ifppefkl geperal was-foon fatisfied of the defisat 
of Attila^ who ftiil remained inaflive within his ' 
intrencbments; and when be contemplated the 
bloody feenet he ol^ferved, with fiecret fari^ui^ 
lion, that the lofs had principally &llen on the 
fiarbadaM^ The body of Theodoric, pieroed 
yrith honourable wounds^ yrz$ dtfcovered under 9 
heap of the flain : his fubjefls bewailed the deatl| 
of. their king and &ther ; but their tears weremrnt* 
gled with fongs and acclamations, and his funeral 
ptes were performed in the face of a vanquiflied 
enemy. The Qoths, clafhlng their arms, elevated 
oa a. buckler his eld^ fon Torifmond, to whom 
they juftly afcribed the glory of their fuccefs ; 
mdibe^ ^ewking accepted the obligjaition of re* 
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^xxxv* vcjige, is' a Acred portion of his |«ltcrMl inhe- 
ritance. Yet the Gdtbs tbcirtfehws'^twsre aftb- 
aiihed by the fierce and undaunted afpeft 6f their 
fonbidable antagonift 5 and. thefr hfftoriaa haaf 
compared Attila to a Hon encompafffed in. his den^ 
and threatening hii hunters with redoubled- ftiry. 
The kings and nations, who* might have deferted 
his ftandard in the- hour of diftrefs, were made 
fenfible, that' the difpleafure of their monarch 
was the moft imminent and inevitable danger. 
All his inftruments of martial mufic inceffantly 
founded a loud and animating fhaih of' defiance ; 
and the foremoft troops who advanced to the 
affault, were checked, or deftroyed, by fliowcrs 
of arrows from every fide of the intrenchments. 
It. was determined in a general council of war, to 
befiege the king of the Huns in his camp, to 
intercept bis provifions, and to reduce him to 
the alternative of a difgraceful treaty, or an un«> 
equal combat. But the impatience' of the Bar-' 
barians foon diiHained 'thefe cautious and dilatory 
mtafures: and the mature policy of ^tii:^^ was 
apprehenfive, that, after the extirpation , of the 
Huns, the republic would be .oppreiied l^ the 
pride and power of the Gothic nation. • jhe 
patrician, exerted the fuperior afcendant of autho* 
rity and reafon, to calm the paifipns, which the 
ion of Theodoric 'confidered as a duty ; repre*^ 
fmted, with feeming afifedion, and real truths 
the dangers of abfence and delay ; and- perfuadfed 
Torifcnond to difappoint, by his fpeedy retamj 
the ambitious defigns of his brothers^* who 
mght occupy the throne and tjcafures o£ Thbo* 
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the ffjMnafon of ' tte aUied army^^^ 

prifed at the vaft ' fitence^ tte# feigned over the 

plidns^ XMlonsiIithe-ifiirpicioGh df'roiAe hoftile 

fitstagem /cfetktnedrfaim^ f^i^erflLl'days withiii* the 

^cfe'-ofihis ntaggcmsj. an* his rietreat beyond • 

^>:lllun0t?cbxifeffed fhe 4afl: ^vidory v^hich was 

alcbieved:tii: the name of 'the Weft ern empire. 

MxxrmeBS; zsd hia fVaiSk$ bbfervhig' ft prudent 

di&ncQ>laftd'. magnifying the opinion of thef^ 

ftaingth^ by tlie' niQiiieroo^ lires which theyJkin- 

dled levery night;i 'continued^ to'^ follow^ the reaf 

of the^Huogy till' lh^ reacBed the cofefines of 

Thuringia. ;Th« Tfattiikigiatis fer?^ ill thl afmy 

of J^ttila : J tbey traverfed, both in their^ march 

and i&^eir return, the territories of the Prafik^; 

9Bd:h wts perhaps in tbi& tvat* that they exetdtUA 

tbecxu^kies, which, aboai fuirfci»ise years after<^ 

wards, were revenged^bythe foaof Clovis.' Ifbef 

raaflacusd tbwr r hoftages, - as well as' then* capp 

liV^s : tmo b^ikdf ed young matdeiis were tortured 

vsith .ea^ttifitevand Aiarelenimg' rage ; their bedksr 

V^t^tom afuEider by wiijl horfi^s,.oriiheir bone? 

Vf^tt^ cri)(|ied under, tbeawei^t of risUing* wag^ 

gons ; and their unburied limbs were abandoned 

on the public roads, as a prey to dogs and^vul- 

4© Jorhandet de Rebus Qeticis, c. 41. p. 6^1. Thc'pollcyof 
/Etius, and the behaviour of TonfmoriJ, are extremely natu|a]j 
and tbe patrician, accortfrng '"fd ^re^^ory of 'Tours (1. iij c.' 7, 
f, 163.) difmiflTed'thc prinirfe of tlTe'Frank^s^ Y>y iuggef^ln^ to' him a 
fimilar apprehehfioh,' Thl^ ftlfe' iSaHis^'ridicuroufly pretencW that 
" iEftttspaid adaVid^ftftrrfej-AoftXinalj^vliii'tiT the king^.,pr th^* kun's 
and of ^hc Vifigoths j from each of whom he obtained a'bj;iT>"^ pf ten 
l&ovl£iDd piedb$ of gold J ai 'thV'pVic^ of 'ab *und^ft'orbcd retreat, ^ 
» • . • .' ... V .1 'i" •/- .* a/ ; .. - i J 'J "»-.•*-.• - 'u ► ■ ' 
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invafionof NftfThor the i^^tfrtt^ :iior the forae«i jdo? .de 
JSa^ IcpuWicw. of AttiU, men impaired kff tfae £uk 
A.D.\it. me of the QskOk ^pfditwu la the eofoiog 
4>rvig9 be repiate4 .hi» demand> of the .psiiicdb 
^9&oria9 m4 hier paiximomal cceafivei* Tlie 
^emVMl. wsMi 4gthi rejefted, or eliidedt and :tfte 
iiid%Bam lover tmmediatdjr tcN>k the €cI4» ^Kifled 
the Alps, invaded Itafy* aad hdieged <Aqiiilda 
^nch VI innttmerablet hoft of B^b^tmas, Tbofe 
l^rlmwifi ^tre «oftitted i» the methods of ioon* 
4^^^ vtgultr fi^, whieb, even amcHig-the 
9pjwmt»^. required ftfme Jumriedge, or at leaft 
Imie .p!a^ce» of the meobanic arts. Itoi the 
)»bQUK)«f laany thodand proxinciak and ^eaptives, 
whofe .l\w^ were iacrificcd vithoiit Jfitfy ^aaight 
^MGlite 4die nioft painfbl and dangerow vidrk, 
Tjbe.ftill of the Roman artifts might 4)e ^im** 
tupted to the deftrudion of their coiiiitiy^ The 
vnllt of Aqqileia were aflbiiked by a formidable 
train ol batteripg tarns, m^eaUe turrdls, ttd 
epginei^ that threw ftones, darts, and fire^; md 

the 

4T Theft erueUiet, which ire paflionatclir deplored hj Theodoric, 
the foa of Clovts (Gregory of Tqmts^ 1. lii, c. lo. p, i90.)9 fuit 
the time and circumftances of the invaiion of Attila* Hisrefi^pifff 
in liixiringia was long attefted hy pppular tradition i ^nd he w fup. 
pofed.tohave aflcmblcd a 0iw«iii!f4i, otf:dict» in tbe.tfnritory of^fcr 
iiaeh. See MafcoOt ix« ^o. who fettles with nif;c accuracy, the ex- 
tent 6f antient Thnringia^ tnd 4erttei iira name from the Qotbic 
t|ribe,of the Thcrringi. 

i» Kl^ehinjis coii(lniJ|^iS4 omwbuf^ue tormennmiB B^nf ^^^!Ml49 
hibitis.' Jornantka, c,4t. p. 673« In the thirteeoth century, the 

Moguli 



impwlfe o/ b^, fear;, j^fnulau0a» znd ivcriift, s* 
to.fubv^rt ^hi ^Wilgr h?Hrr^ar which 4«%e4 <ke 
conqiicft cif it^^t * A^fi'^^ ^'W ^^ t^ period' 
ojBfi of the rii^ft, the ateft pqpiiIoiM» imd^ the 
flrqpf^ft of iUi«. 4;£»aitifne ciuca.of the H^djrk^: 
cpafjt, . The Gothic ^^^u:^liariel, who appear ta- 
l)civ^ fe;rved mider their native priqiref 4h|ric mid 
^i^ala^ caii;q)|i«if9t^ their jolrepid fpirtc } aod 
thg. Qiti^ena ftill t^fMxnbered th^ glorious aod 
iiiopef»fu( reAi^{K;e^ wh\icb their ancaftois had 
. opppfed tQ a fkrce^ imxor^^le Qaiftnriaiiy yiAko 
45fgrac94 ^he majefty of th? ]^paiaQi pui^: 
Three mopth( were confumed without ^tGt ia 
the fiege of Aqwileia ; till the y(2Skt of pttxvifioiiB/ 
l^d the clainp.urs of hi$ amny, cpmpelted AttHa* 
to reliii()uifli the enterprife ; aad rehiflainly ta 
iflue his orders^ that the troop$ ihould ftrika 
their tents the ne^t morpingy and begui thehf 
retreat. But as he rode round the wails, pen* 
jfiye, angry^ and.difappointed, he obfervcd a ftork* 
prqpiaring to leave her neft, in one 6i tl^e toyfim^ 
and to jQy with her infant £sinciiiy towar(}9 tb» 
country. H^ f^ed, with the 'ready pei)etra(i«|ii^ 
of a ftalefnilD, this trifling incident, which chance 
had .offered to fuferftitio^; and estclatmed, in a. 

I^ogruls battfred the cities pf f kina with Urge fngin^t conftmAed* 
li^y the Mahoiiietaas or Chriftiaiu in their fervice, which threw iio9Mi^ 
iro^B 150 to 309, ppundf ^c.ight. In ,(1^ d(;f«oce of tb^ir coontff, 
the Chinefe ufe^ gunpowjjef^ and even bomb»^ ikboyc.fn bpndred 
ycar9^ Mote they w^re ^nv^^p in Europe j yf t even thofe c^le(ti«l« 
vr' tnfei^l^ ar^i. were JnCu^ient lo prote^ a pu6Ua|nir]D0M^ nation* 

loud 



iS-4« Tfi^' lififcM JJi^ AND T Al£ 

c^A'tf/'loud'tind chosiffu^ tone, that fuch a doraeftic 
biVdi^Td cdhftad'tiy attadied to human* fociety, 
wdal<|- never iiivi' abandoned "her ancient feats, 
unleft'^thofe toweff had' hcea devoted to impend*^ 
ingi roift aml'ftilHiide'**:' The Favourable omen 
i&il^ii>ed anaffdraiiete'-of viftory;' the fiege was 
retiewed, and profecuted with frefh vigour ; a 
hrge* breach was ^ made in the part' of the wall 
from whence ^the ftork Had- taken her flight ; the* 
Hims mountjed to the afladh with irrefiftible fury ; 
andithe fucceeding'generarion cbuld fdatcely dif- 
covct the ruins ^ of Aqbileia**. After thisdres^d* 
fcrl chaftif^ment, Attila purfued his niarch ; and 
as be paflfed, the cities of Altinum, Corcordii, 
tni Padua, were reduced into heaps of (lones ^nd 
9flie8# The inland towns, Vfcenza, Verona, and 
Bergamo, were expofed -to the rapacious cruelty 
rf the Huns. Milarf atid Pavia fubmitted, with* 
out refiftance, to the lofs of their 'wealth J and 
applauded the -uniifual clemency, which preferv, 
6d' from the flames the public, * as well as private,' 
buildings; and fpared the 'lives bf the captive 
muhitude. The popular traditions of Comum, 
T-tirinjor Modena, mayjiiflily befufpededj ^eV 

49 The faine ftory^is toi4 by Joroandef^ and by Proooplut.(d« 
Bell. VahdaU K i. c. 4. p. 1S79 18S.)' nor is it eafy to decide, 
which IB the original. But the Greek hiftorian is guilty of an incK. 
<m(cable miftake, ih placing the fiege of Aqiiileia after the death ef 
iBfiits. 

• "$• Jornandes, about an hundred years' afterwards, affirm s^ that 
Aquileia was /b completely ruined, ita ut vix ejus veltigiai ut appa. 
nfinr, reliquerint. See Jornandes de Reb. Geticis, c. 4^. p. 6^3^* 
PM. Diacon, K it. e. 14. p. 7S5. Liutprapd. .Hift, 1. lu. c« a.« 
The name of Aquilbifr wtis fomeiimes applied t6 Torum Jufif ^CiV 
vidad dell Friulijy the more recent capital of the VeDetJan province, 

L;;oI ^ they 






prove, ;/h^t.Att^s>^ lpr«^ ^Rpra¥fgeVr!?ve}r|;*l» v,^^^ 
rich . ;pJl3ii^s.^.Qf ,mjDdera^,^om6prdjf };! ^bj4r Ji» 
divided l^y.ihe PD,.,aod j^gjan^^d.bj ^ 

ropl palacf .pTMij^iCbp^;^^^^ ("?Pli%/|t j^Tpft 
l^cnded, su the rigbt'/O^^ a pi^i\rej^ yil^ipju^y^repr^ 
Tented the (iaefars feated . . 911 , their f hrpqe^, ^ ^mi^ .^1^^ 
princes of Scythla*^proftrate^a^^ tfeeir feet<..,jj,3>^ 
Yeviepge.^whict Attila infixed on, .this ^pnuii\ef^t 
of Roman! vanity^ wgi harm|efs andr ingenicji^s. 
He comriiapded' a painter to* reverfe t'he. figures, 
and the attitudes; and xhe* emperors i were de- 
tifteated on the li^me qdnyaSj^.-apj^roaching m ^ 
iRipplianf poffcure to'empfy t*hVr^^^ tributary 

gold before t^ethrone of *the*i^cythian mons^^^ 
"The'fp^iftgtors'mvift have /confefled^ the truth 'siind 
prophety of the . alteration ;. and were |frhaR< 
temptejj- .td^apply/;Oa'th^^^ ^?^M^^^ pccafiq^;^, tji? 
Vell-kiiowh' fable olf the ^ j^^jp^i^t^^ bet weejci^ .tb% ,. %;| 
and the man*'.'* ' "" ^\\'/ ;\\ . . ,' - , 

5> In describing this war of At|ib,^« war ^ famoufi hut -To lO^ 
^ffeflly k^ovAi^ I hsrve' Ukeh fdr' my guides two learned* Italians, 
who coniidercd thf fubj^^t with fqine^pcculi^C advantages i Sigpnius» 
lie Imperio Occtdfei^ tali,' ). xiii.'in his woi^s; torn, i. p. 495— 502*1 
«nd Muratori, AnbatH d^ftalia, torn. i^.*'p. 219 — %%6, 8vo edition.,^ 

S^ This article ma^* be'found under two di^erent aciiclcs (jkHjSwXcty^r 
And XQfVxO') of (he'mffc^Ilaneous compilation of 3uid 

13' L^o itfpo'naif^ humanahoc pi^um manu 8 

. •♦ .ji; ' » . 'Vitfgrj, hoipinem dejcdum, fi pingerc 
^ ' ' 'TLeoAcs fciVen't. ' Appendix ad Ph«drum, Fat.'xxy. 

Tfif lion tti Phsedriis very foolif^ly appeals from pi6lures to the aAn* \ 
pfaitheatrec and t'am ^^d.to'ohrerve, that* the native taftc of La 
Fontnune (I. iii.'^Kible x.J hat^ omitted thUmoU lame and impotent 

« 't A,' > • ' ' Jl • • ^-' •..;,<..'. I' 
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^Ai K ' l(h i tiftna wbrffiy 8f Hie iifHddni pfidt of 
kS^ AAili, Hiit the ^nik ii^nrer^ ^w (^ th(f Q)oi 

fcpobtic^f ftYbytr uiidefignedlyhkl the fduticJafidnli of a 
*" ifepiiblicV which rcvi^e^, in the feildal ftate of 

i^^rttpef^ tbe art !kod t{>if ir cif commerdal indullry* 
Th* cdfebrated fldme of Venice, or, Veiictia '^ 
#Ks fbtoi^rl^ 4iMired 6ver a large and ferdle 
ptdvtnce oil Italy, from the confines of Pannontlt 
to the tiver. Addua^ an£( from the Po to the Rhse- 
6kti' and J^uliin Alps, fiefeife the irruption of 
the Barbarians, fifty Venetian cities flourifbed in 
peace &nd profperif y : Aq'iiileia was place<f in thf 
thdfi confpitUotis ftalion : but the ancient dignity 
yt ^adua was lupported by agriculture and mar 
iiufaQures ; and the property of five hundred 
Eltizeiis, who were cntuled to' tile equeftriaa rank^ 
ixiiift liiave amounted^ at the (trictelt computation; 
to drie million ieveri hundred thoufand pounds* 
Matny Ikn^ilies of Aquilela, Padua, and tne adja^ 
cent towns, who fled from the fword of the Huns, 
found a fafe, though obfcure, refuge in |tl\e neig^* 
liouting iflands ^. At the extremity of the Gulf, 

' 54 Fail] the Deacon ((fe Geftis Ltngohard. l.,ij« ^,.14. p* 714^ 
flefcribes tW prroVincef of lui^ about the encf of t^e. e^bth ce9t«ry« 
ViMttla ron foluin in paucis tnfulis quae nunc Venerias dicima** C90* 
VtkX\ ft J ejtas terminui % Pannbnige rinibua ^iK^ue Addum fitiyuini 
protclatur* The hiftory of \\\ix province ttll the a^e oi^,Cbari^ni|gne 
fornaa the hrK and moft inteiefiing part or the Vef^na lllaftraM 
Q> .If |S8.), in whicii the marquis Scipip Msiffei hAifbtwn himlcif 
equally capable of enlarged vieWs and 4iii<iute iii^quifitioM* 

$S tHiU emigration is r.ot atteked by any coBlc«iporaryfKJd99C«: 
l>ut t^e fafl is proved by th< event, and tbe^circuftt^aine^ tyiigl^t li^ 
preferved ^y tradition. The citizens o^ Aquikia retired to the Ifle of 
Grtdof, tbofe of Padua to Kivus AltHS* or Kialto» whene' the citf of 
Venice was afterwards built) frc. 
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6i tiri 'lio&iAft ii'4*pfREr 

^«^^Aelb*litife>eebly1rti^^^^^ the tJ^ei^biPc 
Ai^hcM, iea* itt iiundred frh^ll itlmdi ire iTepi. 
ttfced by ftfalfdttr ^iter from "the cohtipeht, aftd 
Sttiti&edi frbth tlie Wiivii b^ fevcral Ibri^ mpji df 
ftittd^ *ft)ifcK adttlt a^ chitratice of^vefteis thrbogK 
foay ftbttii iiid tfarto^ chinr^Is^*, ' Till kh* 
itRMt of the AFih century, thefc ttinbti iird 
fc^efffefica f^dts t'emamed witTidut* clflt^atJdiiy 
4!ffl;fe^jfahabitattt^, and ilnioft Mhotxi a dbitne; 
Bill! tfefe*"nidriKefs bt the Vehetiati fughives, tlietf 
iJftS aAd.tbefr government, were graduaity fbrtfti 
M bf '<he)r hew iituaribn'; and ohie pf the et)!ftt^ 
iif CateojddHus*^ >iirHich defcribes theif condition 
iWut' ftventy years afterwards, inay be confidef- 
6d as t^ pfimitxye mbiiument of the republic* 
l^life Kflltiiffer of Theodpric compires them,' lii hfi 
4(f Aiitt cfecliiiiatofy ftyle,; to water-fowl, wild haif 
fiked tlleif heils on the bbfoin of the wive^; ani); 
thoiigh Ke allowis, that the Venetian provincei^ 
naid formerly containecl, many noble faihiUes, he 
uiliiiitiates, that they were now tedutie4 by thi^ 
fortiln^ to the fame level of bumble poverty^' 
1^101 wa§ the conimoh^ and' almdfl th^ uhxverfsd^ 

/S^ l)hfetJl|>oir^phy and antrqtiitiMB of lihe'reiidiia^ i(Iatiuit> &<m| 
Gradus^to Clodii^ or CMc^gia, art accurately ftated m the Dlfkt* 
tatfo CibVoro'gitkphica de Italia Medii jflfevi, p. 151—15*5. 

' i^*lCaftbth)ir. Varian i:x¥i: eptft.'a*4. Mft»i (VtrdrtA HHlfrrttai 
|AK4;p. t4o-^a|i.) lifts tfanllfafed iind explained thb Ctti-io^l tdU 
Ur, m the fpiHt of a learned anfiquanan and a faithful IVilije^, wh^ 
eon0<lerecl Venice aa tlie pnl/legitimatc oiftpring of the Roman re. 
pAftc. HW ttea the daie'6f the epifrle/ an<l' tonfeqiientfy the pr«l 
fpQni^f pt CailfodorHis, A. B. s^t'^ and the marqnia*! ayuthority 
bat. the more weighty m he had'i^epared an edition of hif works^ and 
aflisaify pubtimed a ^(deftaHon on the true ohhdgrapRy of ills' name. 
Sea Olftmfiont Lttkrairei torn, fi. p. i9o«-'33). 

food 




^xkKv^." food of^ every raofc;^<heiB .^Wjtttf^fije. j^i^^ 

w-v^ in, the .plenty of . X^l^ ^hich clvsy ^a^rifafte/d .^:^o^ 
^' ijhc.fea: and the- exchange .pj^ ^!l?V ^S^^flOfjiji* 
& ^fleati^l to human Ijfe,^ ws^s fubiiituieff in ,^e 
wighbofiring market^ . to thje x\xn!^Tuif,<4 B^^. 
^nd filyer. ,.A, people, .wl^ofe, habitatic^gd. might 
bjg douhtfi^Hy affigned to. the eart^^ or, .water, rfoon 
b^c^me alike., familiar, with t}ie ,twp felpmmts.jf 
zjxd^ the. demands of avarice fucceeded; to .thoic 
Q^'neceffity. Tbeiflanders, whq^ from Qrado^j:^ 
Chiopza^ were intimatefy .connefted with eac^ 
pther, penetrated into the . heart of , Italy,,, iby^ 
the fecure,. i()o\jgh /latonous, navigation ofCtSe 
riyiefs 'and* inland canals.' Their veflels, wnich 
were continually ' ipcfeafing In fize and numjber^ 
ylfited all the harbours, ojTlne Oulf ;, ajnd the. nijarr 
liaee, which Venice ani^ualJy "celebrates witn ithe 
Hadriatic, waa^ contjaae/d\ in Iter early .JnfaiicyV 
The.epiftle . of 'Cafliodorius,',' the .?raet9riaa prach 
teftV is -addreUed \o tlie maritime tribunes ;'* an4 
fie ^xflprt^ thejiij in a mild ton^^of aiitho^ty, .to 
ajiunafe the ^eal of; their, cpunf^^^^^ |or'ttie^ pub*-^ 
fi^ fervfcel which required their affiflarice ^to 
tranfport the magazines oi wine and oil irom the 
l^rovidce of Iftria tot-the: royal city ofu&avjesiliE* 
The" ambiguous office Bf -thefe ' magiftrates*^is bx- 
pljiined by tlie tradition, that^^i^i the iwalye prin- 
cipal iflands, twelve tribunes^ ' or ' judges^ wove* 
treated by an ^lintial arid pdptilareleaion; ' The' 
jexiftepce of ' the .. Venetian i:epuhlic upder , th^. 
Oothic kingdom^ of Ltaly, is Attefted by>the Jame 
Vuthemfc rccor^a which ahnihilartcs, ^eir ' Jofty 

, ; ^^ claua 
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claioi;" <rf otigmal and' perpetual -J&dqpiQid- ^'^i* *''^" 



ence *•. . . s.^^^-m^- 

The Italians, who had long fmce renounced- Attiu 

the exercife of .zrms^ #erc iurprifed, after forty? f^ViMt'iSr 

years, peace^ by the approach of a formjdabler nant. 

Barbarian,, whom they abhorred, as the enemyl 

cf their religion, as .well as of their repubKc*- 

Amidft the. general cottfternation, iEtius alone 

vas incapable of fear^ but it was impoflible that 

he fhould atcbieve, .alone^ itnd onaffifted^ any 

xmlitaty exploits worthy, of his farmer . renown* 

The Barbsdans. who :had defen4ed. Gaul^ refuied' 

to march to the relief qf Italy $\^aii4 the iiicteoui^s 

promtfed by. the Eaftern rakp^or ^^wtn diftant andl 

doubtful. Since ^tiu^ %t tfte;thead of Jiis. dO'-^ 

medic trbops, fiiU tnaimVm^ tbecfielcWrmd ha^ 

raffed, or retarded: the mafc^ lirfDiAtlllkg hto.ntvsx 

ihewed himfelf joaorj^ truly gtfiatil^thamat;thc time. 

when hii» condu^ ^as blaooed hytva igedr^nt iiA. 

ungrateful people^.^.. If tlie, ntiitidKot..Valentimaii 

had been fUfcepcible-oC^ any gooetx^ui fimti 

he. would have, chofen finch a: general fqr:l^i$ ^^ 

; * ■ : . . '•: I .• ■ ' . • 
5* See, in tht fecond volume of A^ielat de la Hou^aie Hiftoire 

dii Gdovtrnement dt ViMiife, tf tfanftatioh of the famous SfuiriMt, 

TDIs book» which hta he/tn exahtclftr abore iu inmt^ islt<tm«d in 

etery line with the difing^enuous malevojeace of ^pai-ty : but the prinv 

cipal evidtt^cei genuine ancl apocrypliai, is brought together^ and the 

reader will eaiily chufe the fair medium. 

59 Sirmond (Not. ad Sidon. Apollln. p. 19.) has pub)!(hed a 

curiouif paflage from the Chronicle of Profper. Attlla redintegratis 

yiribus» quas jn Gallia amiferar, Italtam ingredi per Pannonias in* 

tendit J nihil duce iioAro ^tip lecundiim pbioris belli opera profpi- 

^iente, &c. He reproaches ^lius with negle^ing to guard the 

Alps, and with a defign to abamtuu Italy t but this ra(h cenfure may 

at leaft be counterbalanced by the favourable tcftimonies of Idatius. 

and Ifidore. 
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^xxx'^* ainple/aiiil hk:gtiidB.; But thetimxd:)gr»df(m!.'Of 
Theodolius, inftead of (haring the dangers, eC< 
(}$kped: frovi the: f9«Qd jof waif .and' his bz\iy 
T^ezt : frbm .Rdvenni to^Rome, ^^from an impreg^ 
rdbU iorttQis to an/ epos capit^l^ bttsraj^d'h)^ 
floret )in$fiiiticm M rabahdoniii^ itsdj^r ^ -^^^ ^ 
tbe danger. 'fiiaufil approach his, ioipcml ipeifon^* 
Tbcs ttmadul ^bdkainitn iK^ai:^fif^nded, Hoi^^ 
crcr, bjr.the spirit of ^doul^t ahd ^diliiy,' i;rhtch' 
comrnQoif adh^ret le pofiUanigKius'^tf^iifdg, and 
fimieiimes coKredsr^ their i'pernidbttk::'iei0eri<y» 
The We(Um emperor'^ mth ttit^ fttiab a»£ pi^b- 
pb cf iRotioe^ iWibr^e^d ih^.ibQr9r'fafaftary:i.ref<$w 
Intbn o£ kie{9it««adng:i iby a folMin^ihd ftipp^aoac 
^baffjc, ithd J#rs»li' df ApaH^ ^hU inipdrtant' 
commiSos '«^(aec^pt«d by Aviehus, wfad, l^bta: 
hb birtfal afti ^ ^ttckes^' - hie (knifiihi^ ^i^^i^T' ' ^*' 
nmiu^Tths Mraini: of ;l)i$; ditms,:^ aftd^ hia 'perfoosiU 
^^litiibs, im^ ttsdi^r(h'^$Xkk in 4fhi Itom&n feiiac^' 
Thbi fp«ti(iudoai4:»tftri' charafter . of^- Aviefio^)*^i' 
\ra<: adinmibly oq«ftlt£ddi ^to^ ^<XkSx^ a^'Aegoctktion: 
either .of ^b'B<r-4t :^. i^ivate iittttdft : >' ht» dcftlc^ift^ 
Trigetius had exercifed the Praetorian prsefec- 
ture of Italy j/ and ,Leo,. liiflipg' gf/J^pme^.^qpn.-^. 
fented to expocfeht&'Ufe £dr tfaefafet^ibf his Hock. 

Thef^cnius of Leo** was exerqifed atid difplayied 

^ ■* / 

. ^^ ^ee^.the o|*|ginaI portraits of Ayienus, and his nyaVfeafinos, 
deirneated and cgntraftecf in the iepiftles (i.,9. p. «*.) ofSidonius. 
He had ftudi'ed tht chara£lers of the twp chiefs of the fenatei but he 
attaclied himfetf to BafiHtis^ as the more fblitl and difintcrtfted friend, 
P^ Th^ cliaiafter and 'principles of Leo nnay be traced in one 
hundred and forty- one original epiftleS, which ifluftrafe the eccle* 
fiaiiical hiftory of his long and bufy ponti^cate, fiom A. D. 440* t0 
461, See j)upin^ Bibliotbcque Ecctefiaftiqite, torn, iiu pari J u 
p. jzo— 165. _ ]. 

■ ■ •• - '-' -^^ ' m 



•fa tftie pirblie tnisfoituhes ; and he has defer ved ^^x^nr^ 
the appeilation of Great, by the'fuccefsful zeal 
Ai^h \¥hich he laboured to isftablHh hii opinions 
and 4iw adthbrtty^ under the Venerable names of 
orthodox; faith and ecclefiaft real difdpline. - The 
Roman- arhbaffadoTs were introduced to the rent' 
of Attila,- as'he lay endniped at the place Where 
the fiow-xirinding Mincius is ioft in the fbaming 
^aves of the lake Benacus% and trampled,. \;^ith 
this Scythian cavalry, the farms of Catullus "ahd 
Virgil '*^ The Barbarian monarch liftened vrith 
Ikvourable, and even reFpeftful, attention 5 and 
the deKveraflce of Italy was purchafed by the^ im^ 
iftcnfe ranHbm, or dowry, of the princefs Honprfa* 
The ftate of his army might facilitate' th^ treaty^ 
and haften his retreat. Their martial fpirit Vas 
relaxed by the wealth- and indolence of -a warm 
clithate* The fiiepherds of the North, whofe 
<ytdinzry food confiftcd of milk and raw fleft, in- 
<iulged 'thcmfeiVcs too freely .in the ufr of bread, 
of wine, and of meat prepared and feafbned by 
the artsof cookery ; ^aad the progrefs of difeafe 

i» , m i r tardia ingens itbi flexibus errat 

• " ilfiWiw, et tencra ptjetexit arundine ri pas 



i^nf)e4acus tantos, te Lari maxime, teque 
FluftibuSy «t fremitu affurgcns Benace martno. 
•! The Marquis MafFei (Verona Illuftrata, part i. p. 95. i«9, 111. 
^trt ii« p. a. 6.) has illuftrated with tade and learning this interefting 
topography. He places the interview of Attila and St. Leo near 
Ariolica, or Ardelica, now Pefchiera, at the conflux of the lake and 
three J -afceriains the villa of Catulhis, in the dclighlfal peninfula 
of SBftniOyanddifcovers the Af).des of Virgil, in the village of Baifdes, 
precl&ly (ituatc qua fe fubducere colJes incipiunt, where the Veronefe 
Wlls itnpeccepttbly fiope down into the plain of Mantua. 

' K 2 revenged 
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c HA P. revenged in fqme meafure the injuries of the Ita- 
lians *^*. When Attila declared his refolutipn erf' 
carrying his viftorious arras to the gates of Romo'y 
he was ;^dmoni(he4 by his friends, as well as by 
his enemies, that Alaric had not loQg fvirviyed 
the. conqueft of the eternal city. His . mind, fa- 
pcrior to real, danger, was aflaulted by imaginary 
terror^; nor coul4 he . efcape the iAfluen^e of 
'^Jjpcrftition, which had^fo often been fubfervient 
to his defigns *^ The prefling eloquence of Leoi 
bis majeftic. afpecl, and facerdotal robes, excited 
the veneration of Attila for the fpiritual fathered 
the Chrijftians. The apparition of the two apoftle^ 
St, Peter and St. Paul, who menaced the Bar- 
barian with inftant death, if he rejefted the pra.ycr 
of , their fucceffor, is one of the nobleft legends c^ 
ccclefiaftical tradition. The fafety of Rome might 
deferve the interpofitipn of celeftial beings ; and 
fom^ indplgence.is due to a fable, which has been 
reprefented by the pencil of Raphael, and the. 
chiflelof Algardi". . . •_ . • 

: ^4. Si ftatim inferto agmiiic urban ^tiiffent, grande ' dSrcrimen 
cfl'et: fed in Venctia quo lerc traflu Italia mollifliina eft, ipfii foli 
coeiiq'.ie ckmej^tia robur elanguft. Adhoc panis usu carnifque coAse, 
et dulcedine vini mitigatos, &c. This palTage of Fioiusr (iii. 3.) is 
iV\\\ more applicable to the Huns than to the Cimbri, and it roay ferve 
as a cominentary on the c^/^ial plague, with which Idatius and Ifidoi* 
h ive afHi£^ed the troops of AttiJa. , 

65 The hiiiorian Prifcus hid pdfiiively mentioned the efFeft which 
,this example produced on the mind of Attila. Joi^'pandcs, c.4». 
p. 673/ 

; «^ The pt^ure of Raphael is in the Vatican 5 the buiTo (or p(fc- 
haps the alto) reJievo of Algardi, on one of the altars of St. Fet#r 
(Ice Dubo.s, Reflexions fur la Poeiie et fur la Peii)ture» torn, i. 
.p. 519, 520. )• Baronius (Annal. Kcclef. A. D. 4.s»i N^S7f -5^0 
bravely fuiUins the truth of the apparition ; which is reje£led, how* 
tver, by the mod learned and pious Catholics* 

Before 



OF TiVE ROMAN EMPlKt. 133 

Before the king erf the Hims evaciiated Itdy^ ^j^^^v* 
he threatened to return more dreadful, and more ^^^'-^ 
implacable, if his bride, the princefs Honoria,. J^^^f^^^ 
were not .delivered to his ambafladoxs withiathd a.d. 453. 
term flipulated by the treaty, .Yet, in the meaa- 
while, Attila relieved his tender anxiety^ by add^ 
mg a beautiful' maid,! whofe name was 'Ildico^ 
to the lift of his j'nnutncrable wives ^^ '' .Tiadn 
marriage was celebrated with barbaric porppandl 
feftivity, at his wooden palace beyond c the Dae 
nube J and the monarch, oppreffed with wia6 
and floep, retired, at a late hour, from the ban^^! 
quet tp the nuptial bed. His attendants con« 
linued to refpeft his pJeafures^ or his repofe, th.e^ .. 
greateft part of ..the enfuing day, till the uaufual- 
filence alarmed their fears and fufpicions ; ajod, 
after attempting, to awaken Attikby loud, and 
repeated cries, they at. length broke into the 
royal i apartment* They found the trembling 
bride Acting by the bedfide, hiding her face with, 
ber.vdl, and lamenting her own danger, as well 
as the death of the king, who had expired during 

.C7 Attila, ut PnfcuthiftoricUs refert, extinAionw fuae tempdiVj, 
puellam Ildico nomine^ decoram valUe^ fibi inatrimonium poll in- ' 

numerdbiles uxores . • • focians. Jornandes, c. 4^. p. 68^, 6S4; 
Ht afWrwarcU adds (c. .50. p* 686.) Filii Atnlae, quomm per.l4cen'> 
tiam libidinis p<Br>c populos fuh. Polygamy has been e(tabll/hfd 
among the T^ruwra of €\rery age. The rank of plebeian wive* *i$ 
nrgulated only by their perfpnal charms ^ and the faded matron pr^-. 
pates,* without a murmur, the bed which is deftin^d for her blooming 
r^faU But in royal families^ the daughters of Khans communicate 
tpih^r fonft.ft!prtor right of inheritance. See Genealogical Hrllory^ 
p. 4o6» 407, 408. ... 

K 3 ^' the 
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XXXV ^' *^'^Sht*^ An artery had fuddenly Wfft; 
^d as Attila lay in a fupiiie; pofture, he was fu£* 
focated by a torrent of blood, which, iaftcad of 
finding a pafiage through the^ Boftrils^ ivgnrgi^ 
tated into the lungs and. ilomach;* His body was 
jblemnly expofed in the midfl of the plain, un« 
der- a filken pavilion ; and the chofen fquadrons 
of the Huns, wheeling round m meafured evo^ 
Jurions, chanted a funeral fong to the memory: 
of a hero, glorious, in his life, invincibly in bis 
death, the &ther gf his people, the fcourge o£ 
\{h enemies, and the terror of the world. Ac- 
cording to their national caftom, the Barbarians 
cut off a part of their hair, gaflied their ' face& 
with unfeemly wounds, and bewailed their valiant 
leader as be defer ved, not with the tears of wo- 
men, but with the blood of warriors. The re* 
mains of Attjla were inclofed within three cd^ns, 
of gold, of filver, . and of iron, and privitely 
buried in th^e night : the fpoils of nations wcro 
thrown into his • grave ; the captiyes . who had' 
opened the ground were * inhumanly raaflaorcidj 
iand the fame Huns, Who had indulged fuch ex- 
cefTive grief, feafted, with' diflToliite afnd* intem- 
perate mirth, about the recent ftpulchre of their 
king. It was reported at Co^fts^tinopk^ that on « 

■" ' ' ' J ' • • 

6» TWe report of* her gii» reach^tj CofiflfaPht^tnopIc*,' where ft 'ob; 
tanned a very dilRrtfnt itame ; antF MafceiHnus ohftrtrfeS, that tbfc* 
tyrant of Btrrope was flajh in the night by the hand, and the fcnifc,. 
of a wowMiTi. Corr^iT^e, who has adapted the geitirftie acebunf to 
bi« tragedy, defci^ibes' the irruption of blooA in fdrty boitibad llnes>' 
and Attila exclaims, with ridiculous fury, \ *••, 

' S*il ne veut s'arretcr (bis hlced)^ 

(Dit.il) on roe pa vera ce qui m'fen va coutcr. 

the 
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the fortunate night i^jt wlycl>, he expired, jMarcJaft \^^v^* 
bejjeld in a, dream, tfe? haw of*. Attila .brokeii w:^>iiL/ 
affund^r. : and the report may be allowed toproVg^ 
^^ feldom the .image of ,that . fprmidable^ Bar* 
i^^ri^n ..was ab/jei^t troqi th^ mind of a. Romaii 
emperor^ ; : . . " ! 

• The reyplutipn which fubvertad. the empire of Deiimc. 
the Hi^ns, eftablithed the Tame; of Attila, whofe l^^e?^- 
geQivrs alone l^d (uftabed the .huge and dif- 
jointed fabric. After hia death, • the boLdeft chief? 
tains afpired to the rank. of kings,; the. moft pow- 
erfnl kings refiifed-to acknowledge a fuperiorj 
apd the numerous fons, whom fo many various 
9)Qthers bore to the < d.eceafed nK>narch, divided 
wd difputed, like a private inheritance, the fo- 
vereign command of the nations of Germany and 
$cythia. The bold Ardaric felt and repfefehted 
the difgrace of this* fcrvile partition ; and his fubi* 
jeds, the warhTte Gepida, with the Offrogoths, 
under the conduct of three valiant brothers, en- 
couraged their allie$ to vindicate the rights of 
freedom and royalty. Iii a. bloody and decifive 
cpnflif^* oh the banks of .'the; H^rer Netkd, in _Pan- 
noniajthe lance x>f the (Jepidse, thefword 6f th^ 
(joths, the arrows of: Ae' Hunsi the Sirevic in- 
fantry, the light arms of the' H^rdl, ^hd the 
heavy .weapons of the Alarti, e'ricol^ntered or fup-f 
ported each other; and* the vidtory'of Ardaffc 
Yf^ afcpmpanied with the ^(laughter pf thirty 

• ^ The ciiHooT ctrciwftaticc* of tht He»thMnd faneral of AltiUi 
arc related • by Jo/frandes (€.-^^.9. p. 683, 684., ^f5.)» ^^^ Wfe pro* 
bably tranfcribcd from Prifcus. 

K 4 thoufand 
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^xSxvf * ^^ouf^nd of 'his cneniii'es. ' fillac, the eldcft fon 
of Attila, loft his Jife and crown in the memo- 
table' battle of Netad : his early valour had raifed 
him' to the thr6ne of the Acatzires, a Scythiatl 
people, \^c5m he fubdaed; and his father, who 
loved the fuperior merit, would have envied the 
death, of Ellac^. His brother IDengifich, with 
an army of Huns, ftill formidable in their flight 
and ruin, maintairied his ground above fifteen 
years on the banks of the Danube. The palace 
of Attila, with the old country of Dacia, from 
the Carpathian hills to the Euxine, became the 
feat of a new power, which' was erefted by Ar- 
daric, king of the Gepidsc. ' The Pannonian 
conquefts, from Vienna to Sirmiurnj were occu- 
pied by the Oftrogoths; and the fettlements of 
the tribes, who fead fo bravely aflerted their native 
freedom, were irregularly diftributed, according 
to the meafure of their refpeftive ftrength. Sur- 
rounded and opprefled by the multitude ot his 
father*s flaves, the^ Tdngdoni of. Dengifich was 
confined to the circle of his waggofis ; his det 
perate courage urged him to invade the Eaftern 
empire; he fell in battle; and his head, igno- 
minioufly expofed in the Hippojrome, exhibited 
a grateful fpedacle to the pieople of Cdnftan- 
tinople* Attila had fondly or fuperflitioufly be- 

.70 Sc«f Jpf naiades, de Rebus Gettcis, c.-jo. p. 6S5, 686, 6%j, 
6SS. His diftinf^ion of the national artns is curious and imporiant* 
^acn ibt admirandum reor fuifle fpe^aculuro, ubi ccrnere erat cun6lis, 
pugnantein Gothum enfe furentenii Gcpidam in vulnere fuorum 
cunfla tela fr^ngentem^ Suevun^-pede, Hunnum fagitta prarfumere, 
Aianum gravi, Henilum levi, armatuia, aciem inflruere. I aiA not 
l^recifeiy iaformed of the lituation of the river Netad. 

lieved. 
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lieved, that Irnac^ tbe youBgeft of his Tons, was ^^xxV* 
defttned to perpetuate the glories of his race, ^..i— "^-^ 
3*he ch^ra^ter of that prmce, who^ attetriptcd to 
moderate the rafhnefs of his brother Dengifich, 
was m^re fuitable to the dediximg-conidition of 
the Hans; arid Irnac,- with hJs fubjeft hords, re- 
tired into the heart €^ thfe Lefler Sfcythia.- They 
were foon overwhelmed by i torrent of iiew Bar- 
barians^ who followed the fame road wfficH their 
own anceftors had formerly difcovered. The 
Geougen^ or Avares, whofe refidence is affigned 
by the Greek writers to the (hores of the ocean, 
impelled the adjacent tribes; till at length the 
Igours of the North, iffuing from the cold Sibe- 
rian regions, which produce the mod valuable 
furs, fpread themfelves over the defert, as far as 
the Borifthenes and Cafpian gates; and finally 
extinguiflied the empire of the Huns ^'. 

Such an event might contribute to the fafety Vaiehttni. 
of the Eaftern empire, under the reign of a ^^^^"^^ 
prince, who conciliated the friendfliip, without patrician 
forfeiting the elteem, of the Barbarians, But a.. D!i54» 
the emperor of the Weft, the feeble and diflblute 
Valentinian, who had reached his thirty-fifth 
year without attaining the age- of reafon or cou- 
rage,, abufed this apparent fecurity,. to undermine 
the foundations of his own throne, by the mjir- 
der of the patrician -Etius. From the inftinft 

7» Two modern litftoriant have throvrn much new light on the 
ruin and divifion o^ tbe empire of Attila. M. de fiuat, by hU labo< 
rious and minute diligence (torn. viii. p. 3-»3i« 6S -94.'}» *"^ ^* 
de Guignes, by his extraordinary knowledge oi tbe Chinei'e language 
and writers. See Uift. de« Huot^ torn* ii. p. 3^i<^3i9* 

i of 
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€ H^Aj. of a bafe and jealous mindi be h|tq4::tbeM!taA 
who. was univerfally celebrated as the- t^^oi^Lof 
the Barbarians, and the fup^on of tbe;raj[>ut^c<; 
and bis new favpvuite, the eunuch' . Hera^usi 
i^wakened the epiperpr £rqm the fup}n& )et{^a}:gy9 
which ;inight . be difgmfedji »dttrii|g . the Jife _of 
Placidia '!% by the excufe of filial, pfety. The 
bfVnt jpf ,,£tius» . bi^ wealth and dignity, the BtU" 
merou^^ ;aad ; martial traia of Barbarian followers^ 
his powerful, dependents, who filled the civil 
<>ffices of the (late, and the hopes qf bis fon 
Gaudentius, who was already contraifted to.Eu- 
doxia, the emperor's daughter, had raifed bka 
above the rank of .a fubjed.. The ambitioiiias de-* 
figns, of which he was fecraly acciitfed, excited 
the fears, as well as (he refentineat, of Val^ti** 
n^n. ^tius biipfelf, fuppprtc4 by the confciouf- 
nefs of his merit, his fer vices, and perhaps. hi$ 
innocence, leems to have maintained a haughty 
and indifcreet behaviour. The patrician offended 
his fovereign by an hoftile declaratbn ; he aggra^ 
vated the offence, by compelling him to ratify, . 
with a folemn oath, a treaty of reconciliation and 
alliance; he proclaimed his fufpicions, be ne? 
gleded his fafety ; and from' a vain cojnfide^ce 
that the enemy j^ whom he defpifed, was incapablj^ 

7> Platfidia died at Rome, Novembej^ ft7> A. D. 450. She was 
burled at Ravenna, where her fepulchrei and even her corpfe, feated 
in a chair of cyprefs wood, were preferved for ages. The emprefs 
mUived maoy compliments froni the orthodox ckrgy ; ami St. Petei* 
CkryfologiM aflured her, that her zeal for thti Trinity had been re. 
compenied by an auguii trinity of chiidren. See Tilleraont, Hift. det 
Ensp. tool. vi. p. »40» 

A *yen 
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pr^a of' a manly crime, be rafely ventttred his ^^y^ 
perfon in the palace of Roitie* Whllft he tirgedi 
perhaps with^ intemperate Vehetrife6ce, the mart- 
riage of bis fon 5 Valentinian, diawiig hfe fwofd, 
the firft ftirard he had ever dfdfwti^ |>knged it in 
the breaftof a general who'hsld faved hi» ebipire; 
his courtiers and eunuchs- ambit iouffy ffruggle^ 
to imitate their mafter ;»'and JEtius^ pier<!ed withi 
an hundred wounds^, fell deaki in the royal pre- 
ience. Boethius, the ♦ Praetorian prasfeft, was 
Idlled at the fame moment'; and before the event 
could be divulged^ the principal friends of the 
patr^ician were fummooed to the palace j and 
feparately murdered. The horrid deed, paLlli^di 
by the fpeciou* names of juftice and neceffityi 
was immediately communicated by the emperor 
to his .Ibldiers, his fubjefts, and his aflies. 'the 
nations, who were ftrangers or enemies to ^tlus, 
generottfly deplored the unworthy fate of a hero : 
the Batbarians,^ who had been attached to his 
fervice, diffembled their grief and refentment; 
and the public contempt, which bad been fo 
long -entertained for Valentinian, was at once 
converted into deep and univerfal abhorrence. 
Such' fentimcnts feldom pervade thd wsills of a 
palace; yet the emperor was\confoundetf by the 
honeft reply of a Roman, whofe approbation He 
had not difdained to folicit. " I atrt ignorant, 
^ Sir, of ybur Motives or provocations ; I only 
" know, thart you* have afted like a man who 
« cuts off his right hand with his left^^'* 

The 

7J Aetiuin Placidus mi^lavft femnrir amens^ is the ejtprcffion of 
6i<loniu8 (Panegyr, Avit. 359 ). Tbc poet knew the world, and 

was 



Maximus* 



140 -THE DECLINE AUD PAtlL' 

^xxxv**' "^^^ luxury <^f.RojM i«ms to have, attraftcd 
v^^,>-,il; the long and frequent vlfits, of ValentLDian ; who 
v?ih"?ihc ^^^ ccmfequently more defpifed at Rome;, than in 
wife of any othelr part of his dorainions. - A tfcp^blican 
fpirk was infenfibly revived in the fenatey s^. their 
authority, and even their fupplies, became ne- 
teffary for the fupport of his feebly goveriKnem. 
The ftately denieanour of an hereditary monarch 
offended their pride; ajid the pleafures of Valen- 
tinjiianwere injurious. to the peace and honour of 
noble families* Jhe birth of the emprefs £u- 
do|:ia was equal to his own, and her charms and 
tender affedtion deferved thofe teftimonies of 
love, which her inconilant hufband diffipated in 
vague and unlawful amours. P^tronius Maxi« 
mus, a wealthy fenator of the Aniciari family, who 
had been twice conful, was pqffeffed of a chafte 
and beautiful wif^ ; her obftinate refiftance ferved 
only to irritate the defires of Valentinianj and 
he refolved to accomplifb theiu either by ftrata- 
gem or force* Deep gamipg was one of the 
vices of the court : the emperor, who, by chance 
or contrivance, had gained from Maximus a con* 
fiderable/fum, uncourtcoufly exafted his ring as 
a fecurity for the debt i and fent it by a trudy 
mefienger to his wife, . with an order, in her 
huiband's name, that ihe fhould immediately at- 
tend the emprefs Eudoxia. The unfufpeding 
wife of Maximus was conveyed in her litter to 
the Imperial palace ; the emiffaries of her impa. 
tient lover conducted her to a remote and filent 



was not inclined to flatter a minifter who Iind injured or difgraced 
Aviius 9iul Majorian^ the fuccUHve herots ot his fong. . 

bed- 
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(>ed^^h^m^j aad Vulentinlaa violated^ wkhoiif ^Scxxv*^ 

reino^fei the law&^jof bofpitality. Her • tearsj ^^- y ^--^ 
when (beretuTped horpej her deq> afflidlion^ and 
her bitter reproaches againfl hef hufband, whom 
(he cof^fidered as the accomplice of his own 
Ihame^-. e^cifed Maxitnus to a juft revenge; the 
defire of revenge w^s ftimulated by ambition j 
and<h^; Height ; reftfpnjabiy afpire, by the* fre« 
fuffraga of the Rpmari fenate, to th^ throne of a 
deteftft^ apd jiefpic^We rival. Valentinian, whp 
fuppofed that every h^iO^A bread w,9S devoid, likf 
his own^ of . friet^dihlp and gratitude* had impru- *- * 
dently idmilted among, bis. guards feVeral ^onief- ^ ^ 
iics an^ followers rof ^tius. Tvt^o of thefe,>of Bar- 
barian race, were perfuaded to eieecute it facre4 
and konouiable. duty,< by puniQiing wi|h death 
.the aflaflijn of theft patron ; and their intrepid 
couraga; did .jiot, iong expcdt a favourable mor 
racnfi.. Whilft Valemluian jamufed hiirifelf in thi^ 
field of iM^f s .' with, the fple£bacle of fome military 
/poa^Sj/they fuddenly rufhed upon him with drawn 
weapbns^ difpatched. the -guilty Heraclius, and 
{tabbed the emperor to the heart, without the Vaiemini- 
leaff pppofitipn from^ , his numerous train, who^ ^' 
feenied to rejoice in .the tyrant's death. Such. March 16. 
was the fat^ of Valeritinian the -Third ^% the laft 

74 JVifh rcgfird to the caufe and circumftancea of the deaths erf 
/BtiAs aitd Valentnnahi our informarion is dark and imperfe^. 
Procopiua (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4. p. 186, 187, 188.) is afabtf- 
Joiis writer for the events which piecede his own mcnlory.' His nar- 
rative muft therefore befuppfied and coireftcd hj fire or fix Chro* 
nicies, none of "which' weie* compored fn Home or"Italy'; and which 
can only exprefs, in hrnksn fen renews, the popular rutnours, as they 
were cotiVejcd to Gaul, Spain, Africa, Conftaniinopfe, or Aiex- 
:tndria« • *.....: 

Roman 
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^xxAf' ^^^^^ emperot 6f the family of TheoA>rius. 

•Sr-vr-^ He faithfully imitated: the hereditary weaknefs of 
his coufin tod his two inlctes, without inheriting 
the gentlenefs, the purity, the innoccfac^, which 
alleviate, in their characters, the waht of fptrit 
and ability. Valentinian was lefs excu&bje, 
fihce he had paflions, withdut virtues : even his 
felrgion was queftiohaWe ; attd though he never 
deviated into the! paths of hirefy, he fcaiidalized 
the pious Ghriftians -by his attachment to tfee pro* 
fane-arts of tiaagic aftd divinafioiit • :\ I - 

Symptomi ^^s etirly 4S the time of Gicero &nd Vktfd^ k 

^druln. ^21^ the opinion of' the )t Oman augurs, that the 
iwelihiiuitures^ whicb Romulus hikd feen^ repre- 
fent^ &e twebue ceniutiej^ afligned for* die' fatal 
pferiod of his city ". . This prophecy, difregaitied 
^rhaps in the feafon of health and |>rol^rity, 
infpired the people with gloomy ^ppteheniioiis^ 
tirhen the twelfth century, clouded with' difgracc 
|md misforti^ne, waa^almoft elapfed ^® ; and even 
pofterity mud: acknowledge with' fpme' fi^rprife^ 
idiast tibie arbitrary ini;erpretatio!L of an accidental 
•i" ... • ' ' :/7 : . 

7^, '^his interpretation of VettiwSfc a. celebrated aujjuf, was quoted 
hy VarrOf in the xyiiith book of his Antiquities. CumoriDUs, de 
Vlt Matalty't!. 17. p. 90, 9t» editl Hkvercamp. r i * 
: 7* Aceordiag to V^ro, the twdftU century- ^.otiM ♦xpire A. D. 
447, but the uncertainty of the true isriL of Rortie might aiiow fome 
^latitude of antippatlon or -delay,. The poets of the age^C^udian 
(dtt Bell. GeticOf 2(5.} apd Sidonius (in Panegyr. Avit, 357. }| may 
be admitted at fair wituefles of the popular opinign. 
. Jam reputant annos» interceptoque volat^ 
Viilturis, inci^unt pfoperatis faecula metis* 

Jam prope fata tui biflfenas Vultutis alas 
Implebant $ fcis namque tuos» fcis, Ilom3« labores* 
fifet SttboSy Hift. Cri^iquei toin« u p* 340— 3't6. 

7 or 



fied'^a tlJ^MoWnfaM^of'tlTle.V^^ But o-v-i^ 

its' f^iV^ki'^tiAnbvthced hf a 'clekter o^en t^idii Ae 
fiigW^f ' VifltiireS i ' ' the' I{f6nljin g6veriiment ' api^ 
peared every day lefs foimidable to its enemies, 
morje odjipuf ^nd opp.r^v^, to its Ail>j.ea$/^: TImi 
taxes were multiplied . \iath » <he pubHd diftrefe|» 
«cdftbmy i was neglefted m pfopbrtion. as it 'b?-' 
'cam§.^n^<:€flrjiry ;. ancj , the jnjuftice of the. rich 
fliifted^theiiunequat burden from themfelves trf 
the'^^'opley^whdm' they defrauded of the wditi- 
^^z^f;W^'tp3^. '4jiigh have alleviated theif* 

mifery . i ' ^The f fevtre ^ inquifitf on', which' confif-^ 
cated their -goods, and tortured their perfons, 
compelled the fubjefts of Valentinian to prefer 
the more fimple tyranny of the Barbarians, to fly 
to the woods and mountains, or to embrace the 
vile and abjeft condition of mercenary fervants. 
They abjured and abhorred the name of Roman 
citizens, which had formerly excited the ambi- 
tion of mankind. The Armorican provinces of 
Gaul, and the greateft part of Spain, were 
thrown into a ftate of diforderly independence, 
by the confederations of the Bagaudse; and the 
Imperial minifters' purfued with profcriptive laws, 
and ineffeftual arms, the rebels whom they had 
made''. If all the Barbarian conquerors had 

been 



77 The fifth hook of Salvtan Is filled with pathetic lamehtatioi^?^ 
and vehement in-/e6iives« His immoderate freedom ferves to prove 
the weakncfSj as well as the corruption, of the Roman government. 
His book >*as publifhed after the lofs of Africa ( A. D. 439.), and 
before Attila's war (A. D. +51.). 

7* The Bagaudac of Spiin, who fought pitched battles with tli» 
KoiDan troops I are repeatedly mentioned in the Chronicle of Idatiut* 

^alvian 
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been annihilated in the , taxnt hour, .^leir .tptal 
deftruftian would not have reftored- the empire 
of the Weff: and if .Rome ftill furvived, flie 
furvived the lofs of fpeedom, of virtue^.and of 
honour. 



ftiUrUin Iws dtferibed their diftrefs and rebellion in very forcible Ian* 

2u^ge. Iraque nomen civium Rdmanoruoi • • • nunc ukro repu. 
iatui* ac fugttur, nee viletamen fed etiam abonninabito poenc habetur, 
• • '• . Et bine eft ut etiam hi qui ad Barbaroa nonconfugiunf. Bar. 
hari tamen «fle c^guntur, fcilicet ut eft pars magna Hifpanorlim, et 

oon minima Gallorum De Bag^dia ounenfihi'iermo.tft^.qiN 

per .nialos judices et eruentos r(>oliati»- aiHi^i> ne(:ati puftquam. )<ia 
Romans libertatis amiferant, etiam honpreni Romani nominis per- 
4^deri^t. • • . . Vocamus rebelles, vocamus perditos quos elle com-> 
pu)ir»H$ criminofos. De Gubernat, Dei> i« v. p. 1584 J $%•'>. • 
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CHAP. XXXVl* 

S/rri ofkom^ by Genferky King of the Vdridah.^fits 
naval Depredations. — Succeffion of the laji Empe- 
rors of the Weji^ Maximus, Avitus^ Majorian, 
SeverUs^ Anthemus^ Olybriusy Glycerins ^ Neposj 
Augujiulus. — Total Extinflion of the Wejiern 
Empire.^^Reign of Odoacer, the frjh Barbarian 
King of Italy. 

ripHE lofs or defolation of the provinces, frotni c rt A r. 
* the ocean to the Alps, impaired the glory and .^^^^ 
greatnefs of Rome: her internal. profperity was ir- Naval 
tetrievably deftroyed by the feparation of Africa. filTvan. 
The rapacious Vandals confifcated the patricno- ^^*>^ 
nial eftates of the fenators^ and intercepted the -45s- 
regular fubfidies, which relieved the poverty^ 
and encouraged the idlenefs, of the plebeians. 
The dtftrefs of the Romans was foon aggravated 
by an unexpefted attack; and the province, fo 
long cultivated for their ufe by indufttious and 
obedient fubjefts, l^as armed againft them by an 
ambitious Barbarian. The Vandals and Alani^ 
who followed the fuccefsful ftandard of Oenfcric, 
had acquired a rich and fertile territory, which 
ftretched along the coaft above ninety days jour* 
Hey from Tangier to Tripoli; but their narrow 
limits were preiled and confined, on either 0^1^ 
by the fandy defert and the Mediterranean. . The 
dkcorery and conqu^ft of the Black nations, th^t 
Vol. VL" L might 
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CHAP, might dwell beneath the torrid zone, could not 
v^.^^.^ tempt the rational ambition of Genferic: but he 
caft his eyes towards the fea ; he refolved to 
create a naval power, and his bold refolution was 
executed with fteady and adlive perfevcranoe. 
The woods of mount Atlas afforded an inexhauft* 
ible nurfery of timber ; his new fubjeds were 
ikilled in the arts of navigation and^ip-building ;. 
he animated his daring Vandals to embrace a mode 
of warfare which would render every maritime 
country accellible to their arms ; the Moors and 
Africans were allured by the hopes of plunder ; 
and, after an interval of fix centuries, the fleets 
that iffucd from the port. of Carthage again claimed 
the empire of the Mediterranean. The fuccefs of 
the Vandals, the conqueft of Sicily, the fack of 
Palermo, and the frequent defcents on the coaft of 
Leucania, awakened and alarmed the mother of 
Valentinian, and the fitter of Theodofius. Al- 
liances were formed ; and armaments, expenflve 
and inefFedual, were prepared, for the deftruftion 
of the comriioti enemy ; who referved his courage 
'to encounter thofe dangers which his policy 
could not prevent or elude. The defigns of the 
Roman government were repeatedly baffled by his 
.artful delays, ambiguous promifes, and apparent 
conceflions; and the interpofition of his formid- 
able confederate the king of the Huns, recalled 
'^the emperors from the conc^ueft of Africa to the 
H:are of their domeflic fafety. The revolutions of 
the palace, which left the Weftern empire with- 
out a defender, and without a lawful prince, dif- 
:pelied the apprehenfions, and (Umulated the ava- 
rice, 
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rice,, of Genfcric. He immediately equipped a xxxvif* 
numerous fleet of Vandals and Moors, and caft 
anchor at the mouth of the Tyber, about three 
months after the death of Valeminian, and the 
elevation of Maximus to the Imperial throne. 

The private life of the fenai;{)r Petronius Mazi- The cht- 
mus ', was often alleged as a rare example of hu- l^'^^-^c^ 
man felicity. His birth was noble and illultrious, tiicempe* 
fincc he defcended from the Anician family ^ bis m^,^*' 
dighity was fupported by an adequate patrimony ^^' 455* 
in land and money ; and ihefe advantages of for-; ^ *^' 
tune were accompanied with liberal arts and de* 
cent manners^ which aaorn or imitate the inef- 
tlmable gifts of genius and virtue. The luxury 
of his palace and table was hofpitable a.nd ele- 
gant. Whenever Maximus appeared in public, 
he was furrounded hf a train of grateful and ob« 
fequious clients * ; and it is poi&ble that among 
thefe clients, he might deferve^ and poflefs fome 
real friends. His merit was rewarded by the 
favour of the prince and fenate : h^ thrice exer- 
cifed the office of Praetorian praefed of Italy ; he 
was twice invefted with the confulfhip, and he 
obtained the rank of patrician. Thefe civil ho- 
nours were not incompatible with the enjoyment 

■ Sidoniuf Apollinaris compofed the thiiteenth epiftle of the fe« 
con4 book, to refutt the paradox ot bis friend Serrthtit, 'who es- 
teruined a fingular^ though gmerout, cntbufiarni for the deceafcd 
emperor. This eptftle, with iome indulgence^ may claim the praife 
of an «Ieganc compofttion j and it throws much light on the chara^er 
ofMaxtmuf.' 

* CJieotumc previa, pedifequa^ circumfufa, populofius, ii\the train 
which ^idonius himfelf (1. i. epift. 9.) aflfigns to another ienator of 
conitilar rank* 

: La of 
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c H A P. df leifwc and ttanquiffity j -his hours, accordiftg^ 
to the demands of pleafure or reafon, were accu- 
rately diftributed by a water-clock } and this ava- 
lice of time may be allowed to prove the fenfe 
which Maximus entertained of his own happinefs^ 
The injory which he received from the emperor 
Valcntinian, appears to excufe the moff bioo;dy 
tevenge. Yet a philofopher might have reflefted,. 
that, if the refiftance of his wife had been fincere, 
her chaftity was ftill inviolate, and that it could 
never be reftored if Ihe had confented to the will 
of the adulterer. A patriot wo«ld have hcfitated, 
before he plunged limifelf and his ' country into 
thofe inevitable calamities, which muft follow 
the extinftion of the royal houfe of Thcodofius. 
The imprudent Maximus difregardcd thefe falu- 
Itary confidefations : he grattfied his refentinent 
and ambition ; he few the bfeeding corpfe of Va- 
lentinian at his feet; and he heard himfelf fa- 
luted emperor by the unanimous voice of the fe- 
nate and people. But the day of his inaugu- 
ration was the laft day of his happincfs. He was 
tmprifoned (fuch is the lively expreffion of Si- 
donius) in the palace j and after paffing a fleep- 
lefs night, he fighed that he had attained the fum- 
mit of his wi(hes> and afpired only to defcend' 
from the dangerous elevation. Opprefied by the 
weight of the diadem, be communicated his- 
anxious thoughts to his friend and qudsftor Ful- 
gentius ; and when he looked back with unavail- 
ing regret on the fecure pleafures of his former 
life, the emperor exclaimed, ^^ O fortunate I>a- 

^ BtocleSy 
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•?' modes % thy reign began and en3ed with the ^ " ^ p* 
** fame dinner:" a well-known allufioa^ which ^..m^,-^ 
Fulgentlus afterwards repeated as an inftruftive 
leffon for princes and fubjefts. 

The reign of Maxiinus continued abdut three His deiath, 
months. His honrs, of which he bad loft the jtu^'gt?^* 
command, were difturbed by remorfe, or guilt, 
or terror, and his throne was fliaken by the fedi* 
tiong of the foldiers, the people, and the con- 
federate Barbarians. The marriage of his fon 
Palladius with the eldeft daughter of the late em* 
peror, might tend to eftablifli the hereditary fuc- 
ce0ion of his family ; but- the violence which he 
offered to the emprefs Eudoxia, could proceed 
only from the blind impulfe of luft or revenge. 
His own wifc,^the caufe of thefe tragic events*, 
had been feafonably removed by death ; and the 
widow of Valentinian was compelled to violate 
her decent mourning, perhaps her real grief, and 
to fubmit to the embraces of a prefumptqous 
ufurper, whom Ihe fufpefted as the affaflia of het 
deceafed hufband. Thefe fufpicions were foon 
juftified by the indifcreet confeflion of Maximus 
himfelf ; and he wantonly provoked the hatred of 
his relu6lant bride, ivho was ftill confcious^ that 
(he diefcended from a line of emperors. From 

3 Diftridut enfis cui fuper impia 
Cervice pendet, ngn SicuU dapa 
Dulcem elaborabunt i'lporem : 
Non avium Citharacque cantus 
Soiuaum reducent. 

Horat. Carrn. iii. t. 
Sloonios concludes V\s letter with the ftory of ^amoclesi which 
Cicero (Turculan. t. ao, ai.) had ib inimitably told. 

L 3 the 
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CHAP, the Eaft, howevier, Eudoxia dould not hope to 
s.^,,0^^^ obtain any efiedual aflifl;ance : her father and 
her aunt Pulcheria were dead ; her mother lan« 
guiOied at Jerufalem in difgrace and exile ; and 
the fceptre of Conftantinople was in the hands of 
a ftranger. She direfted her eyes toward* Car- 
thage ; fecretly implored the aid of the king of 
the Vandals ; and perfuaded Genferic to improve 
the fair opportunity of difguifing his rapacious 
defigns by the fpecious names of honour, juftjce, 
and compaffion\ Whatever abilities Maximus 
might have fhewn in a fubordinate ftatioui he was 
found incapable. of adminiftering an empire; and 
thongh he might eafily have been informed of 
the naval preparations which were made on the 
oppofite fliores of Africa, he expeAed with fu* 
pine indifference the approach of the enemy, 
without adopting any meafures of defence, of ne- 
gociation, or of a timely retreat. When the Van- 
dals difembarked at the mouth of the Tyber, the 
emperor was fuddenly rouled from his lethargy 
by the clatnours of a trembling and exafperated 
multitude. The only hope which prefented it- 
felf to his ailonifhed mind was that of a preci- 
pitate flight, and he exhorted the fenators to 
imitate the e;cample of their pri^ce• But no 

4 Notwithftanding tlie evidence of Proco|>iuf, Ev^griut, Idatius, 
MarcelUnus, &c. the learned Muratoii (Ajnnalt d'Xcalia, tom. iv* 
P« 2149O doubtt the reality of this invitatiox), and obi*eiveB, with 
^reat truth, *' Noii fi puo dlr quanto fia fadle il popolo a fognare e 
^* fpacciar voci falfe.** But his argument* from the interval of time 
^nd p)ace, is extreiHely feeble. The /igi which grew near Car|^a|^ 
^ere produced to the fenate of RcMne pn the third dajr. 

11 faonw 
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fooher did MaJtfmus appear in the ftreets, than he c ft a p: 

yxxv!' 
was affaulted by a (hower of (tones : a Roman, or v>-.^.,-^-^> 

a Burgundian, foldier claimed the honour of the 

firft wound ; his mangled body was ignominioufly 

caft into the Tyber ; the Roman people rejoiced 

in the punilhment which they had inflifted on the 

author of the public^ calamities ; and the domeftics 

of Eudoxia (ignalized their zeal in the fervice of 

their miftrefs '. *" . 

On the third day after the tumult, Genferic sackof 

boldly advanced from the port of Oftia to the Ro^ncby 

gates of the defencelefs city. Inftead of a fally dais, 

of the Roman youth, there iffued from the gates an ^^^\^[^ 

unarmed and venerable proceflion of the bilhop «9. 

at the head of his clergy *. The fearlefs fpirit of 

Leo, his authority and eloquence, again mitigated 

the fiercenefs of a Barbarian conqueror : the king 

of the Vandals promifed to fpare the unrefifting 

multitude, to proted the buildings from hre, and 

to exempt the captives from torture ; and although 

fuch orders were neither feriouflj^ given, nor 

ftriftly obeyed, the mediation of Leo was glorious 

to himfelf, and in fome degree beneficial to his 

country* But Rome and its inhabitants were 

5 . . - Infidoque tibi Biirgundio du6lu 
Extorquet trepidas ina^^andi principis iras. 

Sidon. in Panegyr* Avit>. 441k. 
A remarkable line, which infinuates that Rome and Maximus were 
bttrayed by their Burgundian mercenaries. 

6 Xhe" apparent fuccefs of pope Leo may he juflified by Profj^er, 
and the Hifioria Mijcellan, ; but the improbable notion of Haronius 
(A. D. 455. N° i3.)» that Genferic fpar^d the ihree apoftoli^at 
churches, is not countenanced even by the doubtfulteftimony of the 
Ifiher Pontificaih, 

L 4 delivered 
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^xxxv?* ddivered to the liceptioufnefs of the Vandals and 
Moors, whofe blind paflions revenged the injuriefi 
of Carthage. The pillage lafted fourteen days 
and nights ; and all that yet remained of public 
or private wealth, of facred or profane treafur^ 
was diligently tranfported to the veffels of Gen^ 
feric. Amojig the fpoils, the fplendid relics of 
two temples, or rather of two religicHis, exhitnted 
a memorable example of the vicifGtude of human 
and divine things. Since the abolition of Pa- 
ganifm/ the Capitol had been violated and abaui4 
4oned; yet the ftatues of the gods and heroes 
were fiill refpe^ed, and the curious roof of gilt 
brpnze was refexved for the rapacious bands of 
Geijferic\ The hoTy inftruments of the Jewilh 
wor(hip% the gold table, and the gold candle^ 
(tick with feven branches, originally framed ac^ 
cording ^o the particular inftfu^ions^ of Qod 
himfelf, and which were placed in the fanduary 
of his temple, had been oftentatioufly difplayed to 
the Roman people in the triumph of Titus. They 
were, afterwards depofited in the temple of l^eace^ 

'7 The profufion of Catulus, the firft who gilt the roof of the Ca- 
pitol. Hvas not univeriklly Approved (Pliii. Hift. Nitur. XKxlii. tS*); 
^ but it was far exceeded by the einperorVj^ atid the external g>Iding 
pf the temple coft Domitian i»,coo talents (%,4oo,oool.). The«x- 
preflions of Claudius and Rutilius {iMce 1^1 alii ^mvU . . " S^Hf^ *'f'^h 
smd fcnfuff4uif^fve stages de/$t^ra micaptU vifus) maniftlily prove that this 
iplcndid covering was not removed either by the Chrtftians or the 
Goths' (fee Donatus, Roma Antiqoa, 1. ii. c. 6. p* ixj.)* It 
^ould fcfcm that the roof of the Capitol waf decoiated with gilt 
lUtues, and chariots drawn by four horfes. 

^ The cuiious reader may confult the learned an(l accurate treatifo 
.pf Hadrian Reland^ de Spoliis Templi Hierolblymitani in Arcu Ti- 
tianQ Roniie cpnfpicuis^ in i%roo,. Traje^i ad |lhenumy 97x6. 
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ahd at the end of four hundred years, the fpoils -^xxxvu' 
of Jerufalem were transfetred from- Rome to Car- 
thage, by a Barbarian who derired his origin 
from the (bores of the Baltic. Thefe ancient mo* 
numents might attf aft the notice of curiofity, as 
well as of avarice. But the Chriftian churches, ^ 
enriched and adorned by the prevailing fuperftU 
tion of the times, afforded more plentiful mate^ 
rials for facrilege ; and the pious liberality of popd 
Leo, who melted fix filver vafes, the gift of Coa- 
ftanune, each of an hundred pounds weight, is an 
evidence of the damage which he attempted to 
repair* In the forty-five years, that ^ had elapfi;d 
iince the Gothic invafion, the pomp and luxury 
of Rome were in fome meafure reftored ; and it 
was difficult either to efcape, or to fatisfy, the ava« 
rice of a conqueror, who poffefled leifure to coU 
led, and (hips to tranfport, the wealth of the ca^ 
pitaL The ipiperial ornaments of the palace, the 
magnificent furniture and wardrobe, the fideboards 
of maffy plate, were accumulated with diforderly 
rapine : the gold and filver amounted to fever^ 
thoufand talents ; yet even the brafs and coppe# 
were laborioufly removed. Eudoxia hetfelf, who 
advanced to meet her friend and deliverer, foon 
bewailed the imprudence^ of her own conduft. 
3he Vas rudely ftripped of her jewels; and thcf 
unfortunate emprefs, with her two daughters, the 
only ftirviving remains of the great Theodofius, 
"was compelled, as a captive, to follow the haughty 
Vandal; who immediately hoifted fail, and re<* 
turned with a profperous navigation to . the port 
§ of 
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CHAP, of Carthage*. Many thoufend Romans of botlr 
Dexes, cfaofen for fcMne ufcful en* agreeable qualifi* 
canons, reluAanrJy embarked on board the flaet of 
Genferic ; and thdr diftrefs was aggravated by the 
unfeeling Barbarians^ who, in the divifion of the 
booty, feparated the wives from their huibands, 
tnd the children from their parents. The charity 
of Deogratias, bifhop of Carthage *^ wa^ their only 
eonfolation and fupport. He generouily fold the 
gold and filver plate of the church to purchafc the 
freedom of fome, to alleviate the flavery of others, 
and to affift the wants and infirmities of a captive 
multitude, whofe health was impaired by the 
hard(hips which they had fuflfered in their paffage 
from Italy to Africa. By his order, two fjpadous 
churches were converted into hofpitals : the iick 
were didributed in convenient beds, and liberally 
fuppiied with food and medicines ; and the aged 
prelate repeated hi&vifitsboth in the <jay and night, 
with an ai&duity that furpaiTed his ftrength, and a 
tender fympathy which enhat^ed the value of his 
iervices. Compare this fcene with the field of Can- 
nae ; and judge between Hannibal and the fuccefibr 
of St. Cyprian '*. 

The 

, 9 The velTc) wliicit tranfported the relics of tlw Ca|yttol, was the 
#Dty one of ibc wUok Acet that fu^ctcd ihi|>w)eck. If a bigotted 
iophii>, a Pagan bigot, had mentioned the accident, he might have 
rejoiced that this cargo of facrilege was lo(l in the Tea, 

•«> See Viflor Vnenfis, de Perfccut. Vandiii. I. i. c. 8. p. ii, ii. 
vdit, Ruinart. Dcugratias governed the church of Carthage only 
three years. If ho had not been privately buried, bis corpfc would 
bare been torn piecemeal by the mad devotion oF the people. 

*> The gencial vvitfence tor the death of Ma^umus, andthe'fack 
l^f Komc by the Vandals, is comprized in §idonius (P«negyr. Avit. 
^1— 450.)| V^ucuplus (vie Bell. V^idal* I* i* c* 4, 5. pi iSS, 189. 
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The deaths of JEuus and Valentinian had tc* ^^xxv/*' 
laxed the ties which held the Barbarians of Gaul ^^^ r ^^^ 
in peace and fubordination. The fea-doaft was 'l^^l^^XvU 
jnfefted by the Saxons; the ^Alemanni and the tus, 
Franks advanced from the Rhine to the Seine ; ^Jiy iV/* 
and the ambition of the Goths feemed to meditate 
more extenfive and permanent conquefts. TTie 
emperor Maximus relieved himfelf, by a judicious 
choice, from the weight of thefe diftant cares ; he 
filenced the folicitatibns of his friends, liftened to 
the voice of fame, and promoted a ftranger to the 
general connnand of the forces in GauL Avi« 
tus •% the ftranger, whofe merit was fo nobly re- 
warded, defcended from a wealthy and honourable 
family in the diocefe of Auvergne. The convul- 
fions of the times urged him to embrace, with the 
fame ardour, the civil and military profeflions ; 
.and the indefatigable youth blended the ftudies of 
literature and jurifprudence with the exercife of 
arms and hunting. Thirty years of his' life were 
laudably fpent in the public fervice ; he alternately 
difplayed his talents in war and negociation ; and 
the foldier of ^tius, after executing the mofl; im^ 
portant embaifies, was raifed to the ftution of 
Praetorian praefeft of Gaul. Either the merit of 
Avitus excited envy, or his moderation was deft- 
rous of repofe, fince he calmly retired to an eftate, 

and 1. ii. c. 9. p. 2550» Cvagnus (1. ii. c. 7.}, Jornandes (de Rcb. ^ 

Geticis, c. 45. p. 677. )» »nd the Chronicles of JdatiuSi Frofi^erp 
^iarcellinus, and Theophanes, under tht proper year, 

*^ The piivate life and elevation of Avitus mult be deduced, with 
becoming fufpicion, from the panegyric prouovtQCcd by Siidoni|M 
A]^ollinariS| bit fubjef^, and bis Too iiiflaw« 

which 
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^xxAr ^^^^^ ^^ poflfeffed ilMhc neighbourhood of Cler- 
mont. A copious ftream, iffuing from ^he rnotm- 
tain, and falling headlong in many a loud and 
foaming cafcade, difcharged its waters into a lak^. 
about two miles in length, and the villa was plea- 
fantly feated on the margin of the lake. The 
baths, the, porticoes, the fummer and winter 
;&partment6', were adapted to the purpofes of luxury 
and ufe; and the adjacent country afforded the 
.various profpeds of woods, paftures, and mea« 
4ow$ '\ In this retreat, where Avitus amufed his 
kiAire with books, rural fports, the pradtce of 
huibandry, and the fociety of his frirads '*, he r^* 
ceived the imperial diploma, which conftituted 
him ma{ler*general of the cavalry and infentty of 
Gaul. He affumed the military command; the 
Barbarians fufpended their fury; and whatever 
ioieans he might employ, whatever coacefiions he 
might be forced to make, the people enjoyed the 
benefits of actual* tranquillity; But the &te of 
Gaul depended on the Vifigoths ; and the Rovaan 

^S Af^r the example of the younger Pliny, Sidonius (1. ii. e. %,) 
liat laboured the Horid, prolix, and obfctire defcription of his vitia, 
which bore the name (A'vitActn»)fZni\ had been the property of Atitos. 
The precife fituation is not afcertained* Conl'ult however the ixote$ 
of Savaron and Sirmond, 

«4 Stdoniut (I. ii. epift. 9,) has defcribed the country Wft of the 
Gallic noblety in a yiftt which he made, to bis friieiKl8,.whof»eftstrs 
were in the neighbourhood of Nifmes. The morning-hours were 
Tpent in the /pbarifierium, or tennis-court j or in the library, which was 
furniihed with Laf/n authors, profane and religious; the former for 
the men, the latter for the ladies. The table was twice^ferved, at 
dinner and fupper, with hot meat (boiled and roaft) and wine. 
During the intermediate time, the company dept, took the air on 
* Iforfeback, and ufed the wann bath, 

general 
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general, lefs attentive to his t!ignity than to the -c «r ap. 



public intereft, did not difdain to vifit Tlioulouife 
in the charadter of an ambaflador. He was re*^ 
ceived with courteous hofpitality by Theodoric^ 
the. kirig of the G6ths ; but while Avitus liid the 
foundatbns of a folid alliance with that powerful 
action, he was aftonllhcd by the intelligence, that 
the eniperor Maxifnus yas flain, and that Rome 
had been pillaged bjr the Vandals. A >acant 
throne, which fie might afcend without guilt or 
danger, tempted his ambifion'*; and the Vifi- 
goths were eafily perfuaded to fupport his claim 
by their irreflftible fuffrage. They loved • the 'pier- 
fon of Avitus; they refpefted his virtues; and A.D.455* 
they were not infenfible of the advantage, as titelt Auguftii* 
as honour, of giving an cmperpr to the Weft.* 
The feafbtt was now approaching^ itt which the 
annuaraflSanbly of the fcven provinces was heM 
at Aries ; their deliberations might perhaps be in- 
fluenced by the prefence of Theodoric, and his 
martial brother^ | but their choice would naturally 
incline to the moft illuftrious of their countrymen^' 
Avittife, after a decent refiftance, accepted the? 
Imperial diadem from the reprefentatives of Oaul j 
and his ele£^ion was ratified by the acclamations 
of the Barbarians and proyincials. The formal 
c^mfent of Marcian, emperor of the Eaft, was foi 
Hcited and obtained : but the fenate, Rome, ^ind. 

^ Setcnty It nei of panegyric (505—575), which defcribc the im- 
^rtuTiity of Theodoric and of Gaul, ftrugglirg to overcome the mo« 
Mi relu^anc* of Avitiw, are bicmn away ly three words of an ho- 
llfft hiftorian. RonKintim anAiffet Iinperium {Gk^%» Ttoroii* I. li* 
e. !!• tn tQm« ii. p. tSS.), 

Italy, 
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c H 4 t»» Italy> thoi;igh humbled by their recent calamities^ 
T^ -,'r fubmitted with a fecret murmur to the prefump- 

tion of the Gallic ufurper. 

charadf r Tbeodoric, to whom Avitus was indebtea for 

dlr^^'wnff ^^^ purple, had acquired the Gothic fceptre by 

©ftheVifi. the murder of his elder brother Torifmond ; and 

^%\^si ^^ juftified this atrocious deed by the defign 

<— 4^6* which his predeceflbr had formed of violating his 

alliance with the empire .'^ Such a crime might 

not be incompatible with the virtues of a Barba* 

tian ; but the manners of Tbeodoric were gentle 

and humane ; and pofterity may contemplate with* 

out terror the original pidure of a Gothic king, 

whom Sidonius had intimately oblerv^d, in the 

hours of peace and of Ibcial intercourfe. In an 

Cpiftle, dated from the court of Thouloufe, the 

orator fatisfies the curiofity of one of his ftaends, 

in the following defcription '' : " By the majefty 

*' of his appearance, Theodoric would command 

the refpe£t of thofe who are ignorant of his 

merit; and although he is born a prince, his 

merit would dignify a private fiation. He is 

of a middle ftature, his body s^pears rather 

^' plump than £at, and in his well-proportioned 



16 Ifidorr, archbtihop of SeviHcy wba was-binifelf of the blood 
royal of the Gotha, acknowledges, and almoft joftifies (Hift. Goth. 
|>. 7x8.} the Clime which their ilaye Joriiandes had bafelj diflembied 

(c. 4S-P-^73)- 

«7 ^his elaborate defcription (I. i, ep, 11. p. «— -y'.) wb» dilated 
by fome political motive. It wns defigned for the public eye, and 
had been Hiewn by the friend> of Sidonius, before it was inferred in 
the colteAion of his epiftles. The firft book was publifhed feparately* 
Sec TUlemODt, Memoircs Ecclcf. torn. xvi. p. 264, 
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•* limbs BgHity is united wi;h tnufcular iheo^th '•. o h a p. 

** If you examine his countenance^ you wiil di& .s^.*-.^^*^ 

" tinguifli a bigh forehead, large ftaggy eye* 

*' brows, an aquiline nofe, thin lips, a regular 

** fet of white teeth, and a fair complexion, that 

*' blufhes more freqjuently from modefty than 

*' from anger. The ordinary diftribution of hts 

** time, as far as it is expofed to the public view, 

** may be concifely reprefented. Before day* 

*' break, he repairs, with a fmall train, to his 

•* domeftic chapel, where the fervice is performed / 

** by the Arian clergy ; but thofe who prefume 

** to interpret his fecret fentiments, confidfer this 

*' affiduous devotion as the effeft of habit aod^po* 

** licy. The reft of the morning is employed in 

^^ the adminiftration of his kingdom. His chair 

" is furrounded by fome military officer^ of deqent 

*^ afpeft and behaviour : the noify crowd of bis 

^' Barbarian guards occupies the hall of audience; 

^' but they are not permitted to ftand within the 

*' vdl? or curtains, that conceal th« council- 

** chamber from vulgar eyes. The ambaflfadors 

" of the nations are fucceflively introduced : Tfac^ 

** odoric liftens with attention, anfwers them with 

** difcrett brevity, and cither announces or de- 

" lays, according to the nature of their bufi- 

.** nefs, his final refolution. About eight (the 

." fecond hour) he rifes from his throne, and vifits, 

■8 I Imve f\]j>prf(re(l» in thif poi trait of ThcoHonc, fevenil minute \ 
circtimlKncefy and trchnical phrafe?, which could he tolerable^ or 
indeed intelligible, to thole only who, like the contemporaries of Si- 
donnifl, had frequented the mal'Icets where nalced ibves were expofed to 
fale (Pttbos, Hi(h Critl<|ue, torn. i. p. 404..} 

*^ cithet 
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c H A r* f« tttt*r Hs'treafary, or his ftables. If he chnfes 

XXXVI. k^ 

• *^ to hunt, or at leaft to exetcife himfelf on horfe* 
" back, his bow is carried by a fiivourite youth ; 
*• but when: the game is marked, he bends it with 
*• his own hand, and feldom miffes the objeft of 
** his jaim: as a king, he difdains to bear arms 
•* in fuch Ignoble warfare} but as a foldier, he 
** would blufti to accept any military fervice which 
** he could perform himfelf. On common days, 
•* his dinner is not different from the repaft of a 
♦* private citizen; but every Saturday, many ho* 
*•* nouraHe guefts are invited to 'the royal table, 
•* which, on thefe occafions, is ferved with the 
•• elegance of Greece, the plenty of Gaul, and 
*^ the order and diligence, of Italy '•♦ The gold 
•* OP filver plate is Icfs remarkable for its weight, 
'^ than for the brightnefs and curious workman- 
*^ fhip : the tafte is gratified withotit the help of 
♦• foreign and^coflly luxury j jhe fize and number 
** of the cups of wine are regulated with a ftrift 
** regard to the laws of temperance ; and the re- 
** fpeftful filence that prevails, is interrupted only 
•• by grave and inftrudlive converfation. After 
•* dinner, Theodoric fometimes indulges himfelf 
'* in a fliort (lumber } arid as foon as he wakes, he 
*^ calls for Ahe dice and tables, encourages his 
«* friends to forget the royal majefty, and is de- 
•* lighted when they freely expfefs the pafliens, 
•* which are excited by the incidents of play* At 
•* this gamei which he loves as the image of war, 

<^ Videat j.bi e]fganti»m Qrtteti«i» abandantiatt GallicsBam | 
eeleritatero Italam | pttblicam poropam, privatam diligtotiapi^ if- 

j;iam difciplinani* 

*• he 
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•* he alternately difpkys his eagernefs, his fkHl>- ^xxxn' 

" his patience, and his cheerful temper. If he ^^^^.^^m^ 

^^ Iqfes, he laughs ; he is modeft and filent, if he 

** wins* Yet, notwithftanding this feeming indif>> 

** ference, his courtiers chufe to folicit any fa* 

** vour in the moments of viftory ; and I myfel^ 

** in my applications to the king, have derived 

*^ feme benefit from my lQffes*^ About thar 

•* ninth hour (three o'clock) the tide of bufinefi 

^^ again returns, and flows incefTantly till after 

*^ fun-fet, when the fignal of the royal fupper dit 

*^ mifies the weary crowd of fupplpants and/ 

^^ pleaders. At the fupper, a more familiar re<^ 

^' paft, buffoons and pantomimes are ibmetimer 

'^ introduced, to divert, not to offend, the coffin 

^^ pany, by their ridiculous wit: but female 

^^ fingers, and the foft effeminate modes gf miu 

^^ fie, are fever ely baniflied, and fuch martial. 

*^ tunes as animate the foul to deeds of valour are 

** alone grateful to the ear of Theodoric. He 

^^ retires from table ; and the nodlurnal guards 

<^ are immediately polled at the entrance of th« 

** treafury, the palace, and the private aparc^ 

<^ ments.*' 

When the king of the Vifigoths encouraged Hi«exj>e- 
Avitus to affume the purple, he offered his per- JJ^/"'"* 
fon and his forces, as a faithful foldier of the a. 0.456. 

*• Tunc etiam ego aliqiiid obfecraturus felicitor vincor, it mibi 
tabula perit ut caufa ialvetur. Sidonios of Anvergne was not a 
fubje^l of Thffodoric ; but he might be compelle<I to folicit either i 

juftice or favour at the court of Tboulouie. 

Vol. VI, M republic. 
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^xxk T' ^^P^^^*^ **• '^^^ exploits of Theodoric foon conr- 
Tinced the world, that he had not degenerated 
from the warlike virtues of his anceftors. ^fter 
the eftablifliment of the Goths in Aquitain, and 
the paflage of the Vandals into .Africa, the 
$uev!, who had fixed their kingdom in Gallicia, 
afpired to the conqueft of Spain, and threatened 
to extingviiffi the feeble remains of the Roman 
dominion. The provmcials of Carthagena and 
Tarragona, afflifted by an hoftile invafion, repre- • 
fented their injuries and their apprehenfions. 
Count Frouto was difpatched, in the name of the 
emperor Avitus, with advantageous offers of 
peace and alliance ; and Theodoric interpofed his 
weighty mediation, to declare that, unlefs his bro- 
ther-in-law, the king of the &uevi, immediately 
retired, he fhould be obliged to arm in the caufe 
of juftice and of Rome. " Tell him,** replied 
the haughty Rechiarius, " that I defpife his friend- 
" fhip and his arms ; but that I {hall foon try, 
** whether he will dare to expeft my arrival under 
•* the walls of Thouloufe.'* Such a challenge 
urged Theodoric to prevent the bold defigns of 
his enemy : he paffed the Pyrenees at the head of 
the Vifigotbs : the Franks and Burgundians ferved 
imder his ftandard ; and though he profeffed him* 
fclf the dutiful fervant of Avitus, he privately 
ftipulated, for himfelf and his fucccffors, the ab- 

^i Theodoric himfelf hnd given a folemn and volumaryprowife^f 
fidelity^ which was underllood both in Gaul and Spain, 
■ ' ■■ Romas fiuD, te duce. Amicus, 
FriiiGipe te^ Miles. 

SJdon. Panegyr. Avit. 5II. 

folute 
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ibiute pbflfeffion of his Spanifh conquers. The 
two armies, 6t rather the two nations, encoun- 
tered esfcch other titi the bank^ of the river Urbi- 
Gus, abotit twelve miles from A(torga; and the 
decifive vrdory of the Goths appeared for a while 
to have extirpated the name and kingdom of thq 
Suevi. From the field of battle Theodoric ad- 
tranced to Braga, their metropolis, which ftill re- 
tained the fplendid veftiges of its ancient com- 
merce and dignity *\ His entrance wa$ not pol- 
luted with blood, and the Goths r^fpe£led the 
chaftity of their female captives, more efpecially 
of the cdnfecrated virgins : but tht greated part 
of the clergy and people were made flaves, and 
even the churches and altars were confounded in 
the univelrfal pillage. Th6 unfortunate king of 
the Suevi bad efcaped to one of the ports of the 
ocean ; but the obilinacy of the winds bppofed his 
flight ; he was delivered to his implacable rival ; 
and Rechiarius, who neithet defired nor expefled 
mercy, received, with manly conftancy, the death 
which he would probably have infliSed. After 
this bloody facrifice to policy or refentmenti 
Theodoric carried his vidorious arms as far as 
Merida^ the principal town of Lufitania, without 
meeting any refillance, except from the miracu* 

22 Qpaeque (Tnfi pelagi )a£lat fe Bracara dives. 

Aiifoh. de Claris Urbibu$, f. 245. 
^rom the deiign of die king of the Siievi, it is evident th^t the navi. 
* gation from the ports of Gallicta to the Mediterranean was known 
and pra^ifed. The (hips of Bracara, or Braga» cautiouQy fteered 
along the coaft, without daring to lofe themfelves in the Atlantic. 

M «?, Ipus 
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xxxvi^' lotts* powers of St.Eulalia ; but he was (lopped m 
V-— v^ the full career of fuccefs, and recalled froui Sp^tia, 
before he could provide for the fecurity of his 
conquefts. In his retreat towards the Pyrenees, 
he revenged his difappointment on the country- 
through which he paffed j and, in the fack of Pol- 
lentia and Aftorga, he (hewed himfelf a faithlefs 
ally, as well as a cruel enemy. Whilft the ktog 
of the Vifigoths fought and vanquiihed in the 
name of Avitus, the reign of Avitus had expired ; 
and both the honour and the intereft of Theodoric 
were deeply wounded by the difgrace of a friend^ 
whom he had feated on the throne of the Weftera 
empire *^ - 

Avitu* 18 The preflSng folicitations. of the fenate and peo-. 
A. 0.^456, pk, perfuaded the emperor Avitus to fix his refi- 
oa. 16. dence at Rome, and to accept the confulfliip for 
the enfuing year. On the firft day of January, 
his fon-in-law, Sidonius ApolUnaris, celebrated 
his praifes in a panegyric of fix hundred verfes ; 
but this compofition, though it was rewarded with 
a brafs ftatue *% feems to contain a very moderate 
proportion, either of genius or of truth. The 
poet, if we may degrade that facred name^ exag« 
• gerates the merit of a fovereign and a father ; and 

his prophecy of a long and glorious reign was 

*? The Sucvic war is the moft authentic pait of the Chronicle of 
Idatiu$, who, as bifhop of Iria Flavi;i, was himfelf a fp<»ftator and a 
fufferer. Jornandcs ((i. 44.. p. 1^75, 676, 677.) has expatiated with 
pieafure on the Gothic vi^ory. 

*4 In one of the porticoes or galleries belonging to Trajan's library, 
amonjr the ftatnes of famous writers awd orators- Sidon. Apoll, 1. ix. 
; rpift. 16. p. 2S4. Carm. viii. p. 350. 

^ ji i foon 
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foon contradifted by the event. Avitus, at a time ^xxxvu' 
when the Imperial dtgrtity was reduced to a pre- -^/-w 
eminence of toil and danger, indulged himfelf in 
the pleafuies of Italian luxury : asje had not ex* 
tinguxfhed his amoroiis inclinations ; and he u 
accufed of infaltin.c-, vith ijidilcrcet and Ungene- 
rous raillery, the hhlbands vvhofc vives iie had 
feduced or violated'*. Bjt the Romans were xiot 
inclined, either to excufe his faults, or to ac- 
knowledge his virtues. The feveral parts of the 
em|»re became every day more alienated from 
each other ; and the ftranger of Gaul was the ob« 
jed of popular hatred and contempt. The fenate 
aflerted their legitimate claim in the eleflion of 
an emperor; and their authority, which had been 
originatly derived from the old conftitution, was 
again fortified by the aflual weaknefs of a declin- 
ing monarchy. Yet even fuch a monarchy might 
have refifted the votes of an unarmed fenate, if 
their difcontent had not been fupported, or per- 
haps in;flamed, by Count Ricimer, one of the 
principal commanders of the Barbarian troops, 
who formed the .military defence of Italy. The 
daughter of Wallia, king of the Vifigoths, was 
the mother of Ricimer ; but he was defcended, 
on the father's fide, from the nation of the Suevi ** : 

^S -Luxuriofe agere volcns a fenatoribiis pi'o)e5)u8 eft, is the conclfe 
eKiN'tilion of Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. xi. in torn. ii. p. i6S.), 
An old Chronicle (in torn, ii. p. ^49.) mentions an indecent )«ft of 
Avitos, which feems more applicable to Kome than to I'reves. 

»6 Stdonius (Eancgyr, Anthem. 302, ^'c.) praifes the royal birth 
of Ricimer, the lawful heir, as he chufes to inlinuatey both of tho 
Qochi^ and Sue vie kingdoms. 

M 3 hh 
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his pride, or patriotifni, might be exafperated by 
the misfortunes of his countrymen; and he obeyed, 
vnih reluftance, an emperor, in whofe elevation 
he had not been confulted. His faithful and inu 
portant fervices againft the common enemy, ren* 
dered him ftill more formidable *' ; and, after de? 
ftroying, on the coafl: of Gorfica, a fleet of Van- 
dals, which confifted of fixty gallies, Ricimer re* 
turned in triumph with the appellation of the De- 
liverer of Italy. He chofe that moment to fignify 
to Avitus, that his reign was at an end ; and the 
feeble emperor, at a diftance from bis Gothic al- 
lies, was compelled, after a fhort and unavailing^ 
ftfuggle, to abdicate the purine. By the clcr 
mency, however, or the contempt, of Ricimer**, 
he was permitted to defcend from the throne, to 
the more defirable ftation of biihpp of Placentia : 
but the refentment of the fenate was {till unfatif- 
fied ; and their inflexible feverity pronpunced the 
fentence of his death. He fled towards the Alps, 
y^jth the humble hope, not of arming the Vifi- 
goths in his caufe, but of fecuringvhis perfon an^ 
treafures in the fanftuary of Julian, one of the 
tutelar faints of Auvergne*^ Difeafe, or the 

hand 

*y See the Chronicle of Idatiut* Jomandes (c. xliV. p. 67^.) 
ilylet him» with fome truth, vironi egregium, et pene tunc in ItaJii 
ad exercitam Jlingularem. 

'*'* Parcens innocently Avitt, it the companionate, but contemp* 
tuout, l;ingiiage of Vt^or Tunnunenfif (in Cbron. spud Sealiger 
Eufeb.). In another place, he calls him, vir tottot fimpHcitatia. 
This commendation it more humble, but it is more foiid and (incere, 
than the prailes of Sidoniiis. 

*9 He AifTered, as it is fappoied, in the perfecution of Diocletian 
(TiJIemontf Mtm. Ecclef. torn. v. p, %y^» 696,). Gregory of 

Toursj 
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hand of the executioner, arrefted him on the road ; ^xxviT' 

yet his remains were decently tranfporfed to Bri- '^^ ^^^-^^^ 
vaSy or Brioude, in his native province, and he 
repofed at the feet of his holy patron **. Avkus 
left only one daughter, the wife of Sidoniiis 
Apollinaris, who inherited the patrimony of his 
father-in-law; lamenting, at the fame time, the 
difappointment of his public and private expec- 
tations. His refentment prompted him to jouf, 
or at lead to countenance, the meafures of a 
rebellious fadion in Gaul ; and the poet had con- 
tracted fome guilt, which it was incumbent on 
him to expiate, by a new tribute of flattery to 
the fucceeding emperor '*. 

The fucceflbr of Avitus prefents the welcome chancer 
difcovery of a great and heroic chara£ter, fuch as fi^lor*" 
fometimes arife in a degenerate age, to vindicate ^*\^rm, 
the honour of the human fpecies. The emperor * **^^* 
Majorian has deferved the praifes of his contem- 

Tofirt, his peculiar votary, hat dedicated to the glory of Julian the 
Martyr, an entire book (de Gloria Marcyrum^ 1. ii. in Max. Kib* 
liot. Patrum, torn. xi. p. S6|— S7 •«), in which he relates about fifty 
fooliih miracles performed by h»s relict. 

1^ Gregoiy of Te«rt {I. ii. c. xi. p. i6S.) it concife» but cor- 
ref^, in thereifrn of hit countryman. The wonlt of Idatiut, *^ caret 
imperioy caret et vita,"* feem to im|}ly» that the death of Avi^ut was 
violent | but it muft have been fecrer, fince Evagrius (1. ii. c. ^.) 
couM Ajppofe, that he died of the plague. "^ 

31 Afcer a modeft appeal to the examples of his brethren, Virgil 
iDd Horace, Sidonius honeftly confeiTes the debt, and promiics 
payment. 

Sic mihi dtverfo nuper fub Marte eadenti 
Judifti placido ViAor uteflem animo. 
€erviat-ergo tibi ferva|i lingua poetsr, 
Atque rae2e vitae iaut tna fit pretium. 

Siden. ApolU carm. ir* p* 3of« 
$ee Dtjbos, Hift. Critique, torn, i* p. 448^ &c* 

M 4 poraries. 
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bt ftrongly e^cprefled in the words of a judicious 
and difmtcrcfted hiftorian : ** That he was gentle 
** to his ftibjefls ; that he was terrible to his ene- 
** mics.; and that he excelled in every virtue, 
*' all his predeceffors who had reigned over the 
^* Romans '*.** Such a teftimony may juftify at 
J^aft the panegyric of Sidonius; and we may 
acquicfce in the affurance, that, although the 
pbfequious orator would have flattered, with 
equal zeal, the * moft worthlefs of princes, the 
extraordinary merit of his objeft confined him, 
on this Qccafion, \yithin the bounds of truth ". 
Majorian derived his name from his maternal 
grandfather, who, in the reign of the great Theo- 
dofius, had commanded the troops of the Illyrian 
frontier* He gave his daughter in marriage to 
the father of Majorian, a refpeclable officer, who 
adminiflered the revenues of Gaul with (kill and 
integrity j and generoufly preferred the friendlhip 
pf ^tius, to the tempting oflfers of an infidious 
court. His fon, the future emperor, who was 
educated in the profeffion of arms, difplayed, 
from his early youth, intrepid courage, premature 

1* The words of Procopiiis dcferve to be tranfcribed 5 wroj 7'ap 

Tracryj and altcrwar<ls, ccvrtp roc ^ev Hi laq utdj/xo^j /xet^wj ytyomi^ 
^o^Efoi ^f Ta 6j Ttf; 'TToXifjuovi (dc lidl. Vandal, i. i. c. 7. p. 194.) i 
aconcife but comprehenfive definition of royal virtue. 

J J The Panegyric was pronounced at Lyons before tUe end of the 
year 458, while the emperor was ftill.conrdl. It has more art than 
genius, and more labour than art. The ornaments are falfe or tri- 
.yiali the expre/Tion is feeble and prolix; and Sidonius wants the 
^ill to exhibit the .principal figure in a ilrong and diftiivft light. 
Ihe private life of Majorian occupies about two hundred lines, 
J07— |0$fc 

^ifdoi^ 
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wifdom, and unbounded liberality in a fcanty P » a p. 
fortune. He followed the ftandard of JEtius, 
contributed to his fuccefs, fliared, and fometimes 
eclipfed his glory, and at laft excited the jea- 
loufy of the patrician, or rather of his wife, who 
forced hini to retire from the fervice**. Majo- 
Tian, after the death of jEtius, was recalled, and 
promoted ; and his intimate conneQion with count 
Ricimer, was the immediate ftep by which he 
afcended the throne of the Weflern empire. 
During the vacancy that fucceeded the abdication 
of Avitus, the ambitious Barbarian, whofe birth 
excluded him from the Imperial dignity, govern- 
ed Italy, witja the title of Patrician ; refigned, to 
his friend, the confpicuous ftation of mafter- 
general of the cavalry and infantry; and, after 
"an interval of fome months, confented to the 
unanimous wi(h of the Romans, whofe favour 
Majorian had folicited by a recent viftory over 
the Alemanni ". He was invefted with the pur- 
ple at Ravenna; and the epiftle which he ad- 
drefled to the fenate, will beft defcribe his fitua- 
tion and his fentiments. " Your eledion, Con- 
" fcript Fathers ! and the ordinance of the moft 

i4- She prefled his immediate dea:h, and was fcarccly fatisfied with 
his dlfgrace. It ftiould feem, thai iEtius, like Belifaiiua and Marl- 
borough, wa« governed by his wiie; whofe fervent piety, (hough it 
raight work miracles (Gregor. Tiiron, 1. ii. c. 7. p. i6i.), was not 
incompatible with bafe and fanguinary counfels, 

35 The Alemanni bad pafled theRhxtian Alps, and were defeated 
in tht Camfi Canini, or Valley of Bellinzone, through which the Tefin 
flows, in its defcent from Mount Adula, to the Lago Maggiofe 
(Cluver. Italia Antiq. torn. i. p. 100, 101. )• This boided victory 
pv tr mne hundred B^ib^rhns (Pancgyr. Majorian, 373, Sec.) betrays 
the extreme vveakncfs of Italy. 

f* valiant 
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c H^A p. « valiant array, have made me your emperor *f* 
^' May the propitious Deity direft and profper 
^' the counfels and events of my adminiftration^ 
** to your advantage, and to the public welfare ! 
** For my own part, I did not afpire, I have fub- 
'* mitted, to reign ; nor (hould I have difcharged 
** the obligations of a citizen, if I had refufcd, 
" with ^ bafe and felfifli ingratitude, to fupport 
** the weight of thofe labours, which were im- 
*' pofed by the republic. Aflift, therefore, the 
" prince whom you have made ; partake the du- 
^' ties which you have enjoined; aad may our 
** common endeavours promote the bappinefe of 
^* an empire, which I have accepted from your 
♦? han»ds. IJe affured,' that, in our times, juftjce 
*' fhall refume lier ancient vigour, and that vir- 
.*^ tue (hall become not only innocent but meri- 
** torioqs. Let none, except the author* them- 
** felves, be apprphenfiye of delations ", which, 
f' as a fubje^, I have always condemned, and, 
^* as a prince^ will fevqrely puniihf Our own 
.** vigilance, and that of our father, the patrician 
f' Ricimer, fhall regulate all mjlit^ry affairs, and 

J''* IinperatoieiH nic faftiim, P* C ele6tloni$ vedrae arbitrio, et 
f^QftiiTuTii exercitus ordinaiione agnofcite (NoyeiJ. Majorian. tit. iii. 
p. 34. ad Calcein Cod. Theodoi* )• Sidotiii^s pi'Qciaims the onam- 
iDOus voice ot the empire. 

— — — -J^of^quam ordiixe vobis 
Ordo omnis regnum dcderat \ fltbs, euria, mileSf 

F/t co//«ga Gmul. :• 3S6. 

Tbift language is ancient and conilitutional; and we may obferyet 
that the clergy were not yet conlidered as a (iillin6l order of the (tdte* 

17 Either uilationes, or dflationes, would afford a tolerahle reading i 
but there is miicty inore fenie and fpirit in the latter, to which I have 
therefoie given the prei'ercuce. 

9 ^^ provide 
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*^ provide for the fafety of the Roman world, ^^j^y^^ 
^* which we have faved from foreign and domeftic 0^w^» 
f^ enemies'-* You now underftand the maxims 
^* erf my govw-nment: you may confide in the 
^* faithful love and fmcere affurances of a prince^ 
^* who has formerly been the companion of your 
^' life and dangers ; who ftill glories in the name 
«* offenator, and, who is anxious, that you fhould 
** never repent of the judgment which you have 
f^ pronounced in his favour/* The emperor^ 
who, amidft the ruins of the Roman world, re- 
vived the ancient language of law and liberty^ 
which Trajan would nor have difclaimed, muft . 
have derived thofe generous fentiments from his 
own heart f fince they were 'not fuggefted to his 
imitation by the cuftoms of bis age, or .the ex- 
ample pf his predjBceffors '^ 

The private and public adlions of Majorjan Hitfaia. 
are very imperfeftly known: but his laws, re- ''*a!d'.'** 
markable for apt original caft of thought and 457—461. 
^xpreffion, faithfully reprefent the charader of a 
fovereign, wlio loved his people, who fympath^ed 
in their diftrefs, who had ftudied the caufes of 
the decline of the empire, and who was capable 
pf applying (as f8|r as fuch reformation was 

S' Ab externo hoftc et a domeilica clade liberavimus : by the lat- 
ter, Majorian mult underfiand the tyranny of Avittis ; whbfe death 
he confequently avowed as a meiitorious a£V. On this occalion. Si* 
clooius is fearful and obfcure ; he defcribes the twelve Caefars, the 
nations of Africa, &c. that he may cfcape the*^ dangerous name of 
AvitUs (305— 3^.9 )• ^ 

39 Sec the whole edift orcpiftle of Majorian to the fenatc (NotcIU 
tit. IV. p» 34..)* Yet the expredion, regnum nojfrum, bears fomt taint 
of the age, and does not mix kindly with the word nfiuhlica, which he 
frequently repeats. 

pi;jiQicable) 
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c H^A F. pra6licable) judicious and efFeftual remedies to 
*; the public diford€rs*^ His regulations concern- 
ing the finances manifeftiy tended to remove, or 
at lead to mitigate, the moft intolerable griev- 
ances. L From the firft hoar cf his reign, he 
was folidtous (I tranflate his own words) to re- 
lieve the weary fortunes of the provincials, op- 
preflcd by the accumulated weight of indidions * 
and fuperindiAions **. With this view, he granted 
an univerfel amnefty, a final and abfolute dif- 
<harge of all arrears of tribute^ of all debts, 
which, undfer any pretence, the fifcal officers 
might demand frora the people. This wife dere- 
iidion of obfolete, vexatious, and unprofitable 
claims, improved and purified the fources of the 
public revenue ; and the fubjeft,' w:ho could now 
look back without defpair, might , labour with 
hope and gratitude for himfetf and for his coun- 
try. IL In the affdTmcm and cdlledion of taxes 
ftfajorian reftored the ordinary jarifdiclion of the 
provincial magiftrates; and fupprefiied the extra- 
c^inary commifiions which had been introduced, 
in the name of the emperor himfetf, /Or of the 
Prastorian pracfeft$. The favourite ferrants^ who 
obtained fuch irregular powers, were infolent in 
their behaviour, and arbitrary in their demands ; 
they affefted to defpife the fubordinate tribunals, 

40 See tYit laws of Mnjorian (they arc only nine in inimber, but 
very long and vaiious), at the end of the I'Lieodofian Code, Novell. 
). iv. p. 3z— 37* Godefroy has not given any commentary on thefe 
. adflifKvnai pieces. 

f* Piiriis provincialium variaatque multiplici tributorom exa^^ione 
fonunas, et exrraordinariis fifcaliuai folutiuni^m oneribus attritas, 
&6* NoYcll. Majorian. tit. iv. p. 34. 

an4 
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and they were difcontented, if their fees and pro- ^^ ^ ^- 
fits did not twice exceed the fum which they s^— /-w 
condefcended to pay into the treafury. One in- 
(tance of their extortion would appear incredible, 
were it not authenticated by the legiflator him- 
felf. They exaded the whple payment in gold: 
but they refufed the current coin of the empire, 
and would accept only fuch ancient pieces as 
were ftamped with the names of Fauftina or the 
Antonines. The fubjeft, who was unprovided 
with thefe curious medals, had recourfe to the 
expedient of compounding with their rapacious 
demands ; or if he fucceeded in the refearch, his 
impofuion was doubled, according to the wdght 
and value of the money of former times**. 
IIL " The municipal corporations (fays the em* 
*' peror), the lefler fenates (fo antiquity has juftly 
*' ftylcd them), deferve to be confidered as the 
" heart of the cities, and the finews of the repub- 
" lie. And yet fo low are they now reduced, by 
** the injuftice of magiftrates, and the venality of 
" colledors, that many of their members, re- 
*' nouncing their dignity and their country, have 
*^ taken refuge in diftant and obfcure exile." 
He urges, and even compels, their return to 
their refpeftive cities ; but he removes the griev- 
ance which had forced them to defert the exercife 



4* The learned Greaves (vol, i. p. 329^330* 33'-) ^ss found, l>y 
a diligent enquiry, xhnt aorei of ihe Anionincs wtiohed one hunched 
and eighteen, and ihote of the fifth century only (isty eight, Kngl'lh 
gi-ains. Majorian gives currency to all goKl coin, excepting only 
xhe Gmilic foiulus, from its deficiency, not in the wtighr, but i.'* the 
itandard* 

of 
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^xxxv^ ^^ ^^^^^ municipal funftions. They are direSkecf^ 
^^^■^w-^> under the authority of the provincial magiftrates^ 
to refume their ofiice of levying the tribute; bur, 
inftead of being made refponfible for the whole 
fum affeffed on their diftridl, they are only required 
to produce a regular account of the payments 
ivhich they have aftually received, and of the 
defaulters who are dill indebted to the public. 
IV* But Majorian was not ignorant that thefe 
corporate bodies were too much inclined to re'-* 
taliate the injuftice and oppreffion which they 
had fuffered ; and he therefore revives the ufeful 
office of the defenders of cities* He exhorts the 
people to eleft, in a full and free affembly, fome 
man of difcretion and integrity, who would dare 
to affert their privileges, to reprefent their griev- 
ances, to proted the poor from the tyranny of 
the rich, and to inform the emperor of the abufes 
that were committed under the fanftion of his 
name and authority. 
Tiieedi- The fpeftator, who cafts a mournful view over 
Jccs ot ^Yic ruins of ancient Rome, is tempted to accufe 
the memory of the Goths and Vandals, for the 
mifchief which -they had neither leifure, nor 
power, nor perhaps inclination, to perpetrate. 
The temped of war might ftrike fome lofty tur- 
rets to the ground ; but the deftruftion which un** 
der mined the foundations of thofe mafly fabrics, 
was profecuted, flowly and filently, during a 
period of ten centuries j and the motives of in- 
tereft, that afterwards operated without (hame or 
controul, were feverely checked by the tafte and 
fpirit of the emperor Majorian, The decay ot 

the 
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the city had gradually impaired the value of the ^xxx\a' 
public works. The circus and theatres might s-,— •— -' 
ftill excite, but they feldom gratified, the defires 
of the people: the- temples, which had efcaped 
the zeal of the Chriftians, were no longer inha- 
bited either by gods or men ; the diminiflied 
crowds of the Romans were loft in the immenfe 
fpace of their- baths and porticoes ; and the 
ftately libraries and halls of juftice became ufe- 
lefs to an indolent generation, whofe repofe was 
feldom difturbed, either by ftudy, or bufinefs. 
The monuments of confular, or Imperial, great- 
nefs were no longer revered, as the immortal 
glory of the capital ; they were only efteemed 
as an inexhauftible mine of materials, cheaper, 
and more convenient, than the diftant quarry. 
Specious petitions were continually addreffed to 
the eafy magiftrates of Rome, which dated the 
want of ftones or bricks for fome neceffary fer- 
vice : the faireft forms of architeAure were rudely 
defaced for the fake of fome paltry, or pretended, 
repairs ; and the degenerate Romans, who convert- 
ed the fpoil to their own emolument, demoliflied, 
with facrilegious hands, the labours of their an- 
ceftors. Majorian, who had often fighed over 
the defolation of the city, applied a fevere re* 
medy to the growing evil*'. He referved to 

the 

41 The whole edi^ (Novell. Majorian. tit. vl, p. 35.) is curious. 
** Antiquarnm ardium (fjlFiparur ipeciofa conliru^io; et ut ali<)uid 
'** reparetur, magna diruuntur. Hinc )ain occafio naicitur^ ut ettam 
** unurquifque privatum asdifipium coiiftruens, p^ grariant )Qdi* 
** cum .... prsfumere de publtcis locis neceflaria, et transferro 
'* lion dubiut/' &c. Witb equki 2eal> but with l^s power, Pe. 

trarchy 
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c " A ?• the prince and fenate the* fole cognifance of the 
extreme cafes which might juftify the deflruc- 
tion of an ancient edifice ; impofed a fine of fifty 
poui^ds of gold (two thoufand pounds fterling), 
on every magiftrate, who (hould prefurae to grant 
fuch illegal and fcandalous licence ; and threaten- 
ed to chaftife the criminal obedience of their 
fubordinate officers, by a fevere whipping, and 
-the amputation of both their hands. In the laft 
inftance, the legiflator might feem to forget the 
proportion of guilt and punifiiment ; but his zeal 
arofe from a generous principle, and Majorian 
was anxious to proteft the monuments of thofe 
ages, in which he would have defired and deferved 
to live. The emperor conceived, that it was his 
intereft to increafe the number of his fubjeds; 
that it was his duty to guard the purity of the 
marriage-bed : but the means which he employed 
to accomplifii thefe falutary purpofes, are of an 
ambiguous, and perhaps exceptionable, kind. 
The pious maids, who confecrated their virginity 
to Chrift, were reftrained/ from taking the veil, 
till they had reached their fortieth year. Widows 
under that age were compelled to form a fecond 
alliance within the term of five years,' by the for- 
feiture of half their wealth to their neareft rela- 
tions, or to the ftate. Unequal marriages were 
condemned or annulled. The punifliment of 
confifcation and exile was deemed fo inadequate 

trarch, in the fotirteenth century, repeated the fame complaints 
(Vie de Petrarque, torti. i. p. 326, s^.)* ^^ I profecute this Hiftoiy, 
I fhall not be unmindful' of the decline and fall of the city of Rome; 
ftii intereiting obje^^ to which my plan was originally con^ned. 

to 
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ta the guilt of adultery^ that, if the criminal re* chap. 



turned to Italy, he might, by the exprefs declara- 
tion of Majorian, be flain with impunity **• 

While the emperor Majorian afliduouily la- Majorian 
boured to reftore the happinefs and virtue of the |)[*J5^* ^* 
Romans, he encountered the arms of Genferic, Africa, 
from his charafter and fituation, their moft for- ^' * *^^* 
midable enemy* A fleet of Vandals and Moors 
landed at the mouth of the Liris, or CarigUano t 
but the Imperial troops furprifed and attacked 
the diforderly Barbarians, who were encumbered 
with the fpoils of Campania } tb^y were chaced 
with flaughter to their fhips, and their leader, 
the king's brotber-in4aw, was found in the num- 
ber of the flain**. Such vigilance might an- 
nounce the charafler of the new reign ; but the 
ilrideft vigilance, and the mod numerous forces, 
were infuffident to protect the long-extended 
coaft of Italy from the depredations of a naval 
war. The public opinion had impofed a nobler' 
and more arduous taflc on the genius of Majo- 
rian* Rome expected from him alone the redi- 
tution of Africa } and the defign which he formed, 
of attacking the Vandals in their new fettlements^ 
was the refult of bold and judicious policy. 
If the intrepid emperor could have infufed his 
own f[nrit into the youth of Italy; if he could 

4^ The emperor chides the lenity of Rogatian, confularof Tufcany, 
in & ftyle of acrimonious reproof,' wbich i'oundt ahnoft like peifonal 
refeotment (Novell, tit. ix. p. 47. }• '^^ 1^^ ^^ Majorian, which 
fmotihed obftinate widows j waa Toon afterwardi repealed by hi a fucr 
ceflbr Severm (NoveU^ Sever* tit. i. p. $7.}* 

45 Sidon* Paftegyr.'Ma)oriaa« ^IS«*4^* 

VouVI. N havo 
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P " A P. have revived, in the field of Mars, the manly 
iexercifes in which he had always furpafled his 
equals ; he might have marched againfl: Genfcric 
at the head of a Roman army. Such a reforma- 
tion of national manners might be embraced by 
the rifing generation ; but it is the misfortune of 
thdfe princes who laborioufly fuftain a declining 
monarchy, that, to obtain fome immediate ad- 
vantage, or to avert fome impending danger, 
they are forced to countenance, and even to niul« 
tiply, the n^oft pernicious abufes.' Majorian, 
like the weakelt of his predeceflbrs, was red\iced 
(o xht difgraceful expedient of fubftituting Bar- 
barian auxiliaries in the place of his unwarKke 
fubjeds : and his fuperior abilities could only be 
difplayed in the vigour and dexterity with which 
he wielded a dangerous inftrument, fo apt' to 
rpcoil on the hand that ufed it. Befides the con- 
federates, who were already engaged in the fer- 
vice of the empire, the fame of his liberality and 
valour attraSed the nations of the Danube, thfe 
Boryfthenes, and perhaps of the Tanais. Many 
thoufands of the braveft fubjefts of Attihj the 
Gepidae, the Oftrogoths, the Rugians, the Bur- 
gundtans, the Suevi, the Alani, affembied in the 
plains of Liguria; and their formidable ftrength 
was balanced by their mutual animofities^*. They 
paffed the Alps in a fevere winter. The emperor 
led the way, on foot, and in complete armoi^; 

^ The review of the armf, and f&flage of the Alps» conuin the 
moft tolerable paflages of the Fanegyrie (4^0— 55i.)» W« <*e Biial 
(Hift. des Peup]es» &c. torn. viii. p. 49—55*) «• * more fatisfaaory 
coinmentatoF, than either Savaron or Stmiond. 

4 fouhclingy 
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ibundrng, with his long (laff, the depth of the 
ice, or fnow, and encouraging the Scythians, 
who complained of the extreme cold, by the 
cheerful affurance, that they fliould be fatisfied 
with the heat of Africa. The. citizens of Lyons 
had prefamed to (hut their gates : they foon in^ 
plored, and experienced, the clemency of Majo* 
rian. He vanquiflied Theodoric in the fiield; 
atid admitted to his frieadlhip and alUance, a ^ 
king whom he had found not unworthy of hfs 
arms. The beneficial, chough precarious, r^ 
union of the greatefl: part of Gaul and Spain, was 
the effeft of perfuafion, as well as of force ^'^j 
and the independent Bagauds, who had efcaped, 
or refifted, the oppreifion of former reigns, were 
dii{x>fed to confide in the virtues of Ma^orian. 
His camp was filled with Barbarum allies ; his 
throne was fupported by the zeal of an aSedionate 
people; but the emperor had forefeen^ that it 
was impoi&ble, without a n^aritime power, to 
atchieve the conqueft of Africa. In the firft Pu- 
nic war, the republic had exerted fuch hoicre* 
dible diligence, that, within iixty days after tiie 
firft ftroke of the axe had been given in the foreft» 
a fleet of one hundred and fixty gallies proudly 
rode at anchor in the fea ^*. Under circumftances 

47 T« jaiy •v^Kt T« }{ X070K9 is the jtrft and forcible diftinAion 
of Prifcus (Exceri>t. Legat, p«4ft.} in a /hort fragment, which throws 
much fight on the ht(lory of Maforian. Jorn^indes hat fuppreifed the 
"defeat and alliance oT the Vifigotht, which were folemnly proclaimed 
in OtelUcia $ and are marked in the Chronicle of Tdatius. 

4^ Florus, h ii. e. 2. He amufes htrofelf with the poetical f^ncy^ , 
that the trees had been transformed into ihips t and indeed the whole 
ttanfatton, as it is related in the firft book of Polybiai, deviates too 
'ihttch f/oili the probable courfe of human CTtnts. 

N 2 much 




'i8o THE DECLINE AND FAI^L 

^xxxyf" ^^^^ ^^^ favottrabIc^ Majotiati equaHed tbe fyi* 
^^^^-m^ nt and perfeverance of the ancient Romans^ 
The woods of the Apennine were felled; the 
arfenals and n>anufa£l:ures of Ravenna an<l Mt(e« 
nam were reftored ; Italy and Gaul vied with 
each other in liberal contributions to the pi:ri>lic 
fervice } and the Imperial navy of three hundred 
large gallies, with an adequate proportion of 
tranfports and fmaller veflels, was coUe^led fa 
the fecure and capacious harbottr of Carthagena 
in Spain ^^ The intrepid countenance of Ma* 
jorian animated his troops with a confident of 
iridlory; and if we might credit the hiftorian 
Procopius, hts courage fotnettmes hurried hini 
beyond the bounds of pradence. Anxious to 
explore, with his own eyes, the ftate of the Van* 
dalsy he ventured^ after difguifing the colour of 
his hair, to vific Carthage, in the cbaraSer of 
Jiis own ambaflfador : and Genferic was after* 
wards mortified by the difcorery, that he had 
entertained and difmifled the emperor of the 
Romans. Such an anecdote rnay be rejefted as 
an improbable fiflion ; but it is a fi£tion which 
rwould not have been imagined, unlefs in the life 
of a hero *^ 
I • • • • 

49 Interea du plici texis dditi littore claffem 

Inferno iii^trgquc inari, ccUit omniv in arqwor 
Sylva tibi. Sen, " 

SidQji. Tanegyr. MajorUin. 441-^4^' • 
'The number of /hips, which Prilc(i$ fixes at 30O, is magnified* by 9f 
indefinite comp^riibn with the ileets of Agamemnooi Xerxes, and 
AuguUu&»^ ' ^ 

50 Procofiius de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. t. p. 194. When Genferic 
condufled his unknown guelt into the aiTenal of Carthage, Uie anna 
claihecl of their o^n accord. Majotiai) bad tinged hit yellow locka 
pRfith m bhck colour.' 

• • Without 
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Without the help of a perfonal interview, Gen- ^^ ^ p* 
feric was fufficiently acquainted with the genius v,— v-w' 
and defigns of his adverfary. He praSifed his ?lf^fl^' 
cuftomary arts of fraud and delay, but he prac- 
tifed theim without fuccefs. His applications for 
peace became each hour more fubmiflive, and 
perhaps more fincere j but the inflexible Majorian 
had adopted the ancient maxim, that Rome could 
not be fafe, as long as Carthage exift^d in a 
hofttle ftate. The king of the. Vandals diftrufted 
the valour of his native fubjefts, who were ener- 
vated by the luxury of the South *• j he fufpefted 
the fidelity of the vanqui(hed people, who ab- 
horred him as an Arian tyrant $ and the defperate 
meafure, which he executed, of reducing Mau- 
ritania into a defert'% could not defeat the 
operations of the Roman emperor, who was at 
liberty to land his troops on any part of the Afri- 
can coaft; Bvit Genferic was faved from im- 
pending and inevitable ruin, by the treachery of > 
ibme powerful fubjeds ; envious, or apprehen- 
five, of their mafter's fuccefs. Guided by their 
fecrec intelligence, he furprifipd the unguarde4 

if ■■ • ■ Spoliifque potittis 

Immeiifis, robur luxy jam perdidit omiiey 
Quo va>uit dum pauper erac, 

Pancgyr. MajoHan. 330. 
He afterwards applies to GtnCtnc, unjuftly as it flioiiid feem, the 
▼4ce« of bis rub|eAs. 

5s He bumi tbe vil|9ge9« aod poifoned the fprings (Prifcusy p. 42.). 
Dubos (Hift. Critique, torn. i. p. 475.) obferves, that the magazines 
which tbe Moors buried i^ the eartb» might efcape his deftruSive 
fearch. Two or three bunijied pits are fometimes dug in the faiptf 
place I and each pit cont/jiins 9t iea(i four hundred buihelf of corn^ 
Shaw's Travels, p* 139* 

N3 fleet 
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CHAP, fleet in the bay of Carthagena : many of the fliips 
were funk, or taken, or burnt ; and the prepa- 
rations of three years were deftroyed in a fingle. 
day*'. After this event, the behaviour of the 
tv^o antagonifts (hewed them fuperior to their 
fortune* The Vandal, inftead of bemg elated by 
this accidental viftory, immediately renewed his 
folicitations for j)eace. The emperor of the Weft, 
who was capable of forming great defigns^ and of 
fupporting heavy difappointments, confented to 
a treaty, or rather to a fufpenfion of arms ; in the 
fall aflurance that, before he could reftore his 
navy, he fliould be fupplied with provocations to 
J4jftiiy a fecond war. Majorian returned to Italy, 
to prbfecute his labours for the public happanefs ; 
and, as he was confcious of bis own integrity, he 
might long remain ignorant c^ the dark confpi- 
racy which threatened his throne and his life* 
The recent misfortune of Carthagena Mlied the 
glory which had dazzled the eyes of the multi- 
tude : almoft every defcription of civil and -miU* 
tary officers were exafperated againft the Re- 
former, fince they all derived fome advantage 
from the abufes which he endeavoured to fup- 
prefs ; and the patrician Ricimer impeUed the 
inconftant paiTions of the Barbarians againft a 
prince whom he efleemed and hated. The vir- 
tues of Majorian could not prottdl him from the 
impetuous fedition, which broke out in the camp 

« Idatiuty who was fafc in Ga!!»cia from the power of Ricimer, 
Mdly and honeftly declares, Vandall per prodit'orcs adinbnitiy &c. 
Jm diflembles^ however, the name of the traitor. 

near 
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tif^ Tortona, at the foot of the Alps. He wa? ^xxAx^' 
compelled to abdicate rhe Imperial purple : five ^-.^-v^*^ 
d^ys after his abdication, it was reported tjiat he 
<iied of a dyfcntery ^* ; and the humble tomb, His^leath, 
which covered Jiis remains, was confecrated by ^uguft 7!' 
the refpeft and graiitude of fucceeding genera* 
tion$ ". The private charader of Majorian in- 
fpjred love and refpeft. Malicious calumny and 
fiitire excited his Ji^dignation, or^ if he • himfelf 
w^^re the objeft, his contempt : but he protected 
the freedom of wit, and in the hours which the 
eoiperor gave to the familiar focjety of his friends, > 
he could indulge his tafte for pleafantry, without 
degrading the majefty of his rank 5*. 

It was not perhaps without fome regret, that Ridiner 
Ricimer facriiiced his friend to the inter^ft of his ^*'f "^V"' 
ambition : but he refolved, in a fecond choice, to name of 
avoid the imprudent preference of fuperior virtue ^'Xd! 
and merit. At his command, the obfequioua 461— ♦fi;* 

54 Procop. de Bell. Vandal. I. i. c. S. p. 194.. The teftimony of 
Idatios is fair aod impartial j ** Majorianum de Galliis Romam re* 
** deunfem, et Romano imperio vel nomini res neceiTarias ordipantemj 
'* Richiroer Uvore percituSy et iwvidorum coniilio fuhus, fraude inter- 
*' licit circumventum.** Some read Suevorum, and T am unwilling to 
efface either of the words, as they exprefs the different accomplices 
who united in the confpiracy again(l Majorian. 

is See the Epigrams of Ennodius, N^ cxxxv. inter Sirmond 
Openly torn; i. p. 1903. It is flat and obfcure $ but Ennodius wa« 
made bifiiop of Pa via fifty years after the death of MajoriaUf and hii 
praife deferves credit and regard. 

'S^ Sidonitis gives a tedious account (1. i. epift. xi. p. a5-»3f •) of 
a Tapper at Arl^, to which he was invited by Majorian, 11 ihort time 
before his death. He had no intention of praiHng a deceafed empe* 
ror s but a cafoal difinterefied remark, <* Subrtfit Auguftus } ut erat^ 
** a»£loritate fervaia, cum fe communioni dediflet, joci plcnus^** 
outweighs the &x. hundred lines of his venal panegyric, 

N 4 fci»ate 
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xxxvif' ^^^^^^ o^ Rome beftowed the Imperial title on 
<,i-^w-^i-/ Libius Severus, who afcended the throne of the 
Weft without emerging from the obfcurity of a 
private condition. Hiftory has fcarcely deigned 
to notice his birth, his elevation^ his character, 
or his death. Severus expired, as foon as his 
life became inconvenient to his patron *' ; and 
It would be ufelefs to difcriminate his nominal 
reign in the va^t interval of fix years, between 
the death of Majorian, and the elevation of An- 
themius. During that period, the government 
was in the hands of Ricimer alone ; and although 
the modeft Barbarian difclaimed the name of 
king, he accumulated treafures, formed a feparate 
army, negociated private alliances, and ruled 
Italy with the fame independent' and defpotic 
authority, which was afterwards exercifed by 
Odoaccr and Theodoric. ' But his dominions 
were bounded by the Alps ; and two Roman ge- 
lierals, Marcellinus and w£gidius, maintained 
their allegiance to the republic, by rejefting, 
with difdain, the phantom which he ftyled an 
Revoh of prnperoff Marcejlinus ftill adhered to the old 
^r^!"*' religion; and the devout Pagans, who fecretly 
Daimati^, difobejed the laws of the church and ftate, ap- 
plauded bis profound fkill in the fcience of 
divination, B4it he poOefled the more valuable 

57 Sidonius (Panegyr. Anthem. 317.) difmiirff him to heaven. ' 
Aiixcrat Aiigultus naturae lege Severus s 

Divoi'OiTi numetum,' ... . ■ •• '^' 

And an oM iitt ai the emperors, compofed about the time of Juftinian, 
prairet ()ia piety, and fixtt his refid^nire at Home (Sjrmoiid Not. s4 
Sidoii. p. Ill, ix«.}. 

^uali« 
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qttaiifications of learning, virtue, and courage*'; \^JLT' 
the ftudy of the Latin literature had improved v— •v— ^ 
his tafte; and his military talents had recom- • 
mended him to the efteem and confidence of the 
great -ffitius, in whofe ruia he was involved. By 
a timely flight, Marcell^nus efcaped the rage of 
Valentinian, and boldly aflerted his liberty 
amidft the convolfions of the Weftern empire. 
His voluntary, or reluftant, fubmiffion, to the 
authority of Majorian, was rewarded by the 
government of Sicily, and the command of an 
army, Rationed in that ifland to oppofe, or to 
attack, the Vandals; but his Barbarian merce- 
naries, after the emperor's death, were tempted 
to revolt^ by the artful liberality of Ricimer. 
At the head of a band of faithful followers, the 
intrepid Marcellinus occupied the province of 
Dalmatia, aflumed the title of patrician of the 
Weft, fecured the love of bis fiibjedls by a mild 
and equitable reign, built a fleet, which claimed 
the dominion of the Hadriatic, and alternately 
alarmed the coafts of Italy and of Africa''. 
iEgidius, the mafter-general of Gaul, who ,„j<jf 
equalled, or at leaft who imitated, the heroes ^^^^J* 
of ancient Rome% proclaimed his immortal 

refent- 

S* Tillemont, who is alway$ fcandatized by the virtues of Infidels, 
attributes this advantageous poitrait af Marcellinus (which Suidat 
has preferved), to the partial zeal of fome Pagan hiltorian (Hift. des 
Empereurs, torn, vf, p. 330.) 

59 Procopius de Bell. Vandal. I. i» c. 6. p. 191* In various cir» 
ciimftances of the life of Marcellinus^ it is not eafy to reconcile the 
Oreek hiftorian with the Latin Chronicles of the times. 

^ I muft applf to ^gidios the praifes which Sidoniut (Panegyr. 
I^joriaA. ^53.) beftows 00 a fianiclefs maftcfgencra), wb« com- 
manded 
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CHAP, relentment acainft the aflaffins of bis belored 
y.*.v^ m^er. A brave and numerous army was at- 
tached to his ftandard ; and, though he was prp^ 
vented by the arts of Ricimer, and the arms of 
the Vifigothsy from marching to the gates of 
Rome, he maintained his independent fove« 
reignty beyond the Alps, and rendered the name 
of iEgidius refpeftable both in peace and wan 
The Franks, who had puniflied with exile the 
youthful follies of Childeric, elefted the Roman 
general for their king; his vanity, rather than 
his ambition, was gratified by that lingular ho- 
nour ; and when the nation, at th^ end of four 
years, repented of the injury which they had 
offered to the Merovingian family, he patiently 
acquiefced in the reftoration of the lawful prince. 
The authority of iEgidius ended only with his 
life ; and the fufpicions of poifon and fecret yio- 
lience, which derived fome countenance from the 
charafter of Ricimer, were eagerly entertained by 
the pafiionate credulity of the Gauls ^'. 
NaT«i war The kingdom of Italy, a name to which the 
^tbcVan- Weftem empire was gradually reduced, was 

^(1.^67* manded the rear.^ia'rd of Majorian. Idatiiis, from public report, 
coiDiflandt bis ChriAian piety j and Prifcus mentions (p. 4-1.) hik 
military virtues. 

6t Greg. Turon. L ii. c. is. in torn. ii« p. 16S. The Pere Da« 
niely whofe ideas were fuperficial and modern, hat ftarted fomeobjec- 
^ons againft the ft^)ry of Childeric (Hift* He France, torn, i. Preface 
lliftorique, p. Ixxvlii. &c.)' but they have been fairly fatlsfied by 
I>ubos (Hid. Critique, torn. i. p. 4.60— 510. )| and by two authors 
who difputed the prize of the iVcademy of SoiiTons (p. 131 — 177, 
310—339). With regard to the term of Childeric's exile, it is nccef- 
fary either to prolong the life of ^giilius beyond the date afligne^ 
by the Chronicle of Idatius; or to corri^A the text of Gregory^ .by 
reading quarto anno^ inftead of o^'fav$t 

afflided. 
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affiled, under the reign of Ricimer, by the ^xxxvif* 
inceflant depredations of the Vandal j)irates*\ 
In the fpring of each year they equipped a for- 
midable navy in the port of Carthage ; and Gen- 
f^ric himfelf, though in a very advanced age, ftill 
commanded in perfon the moft important expe- 
ditions. His defigns were concealed with im- 
penetrable fecrecy, till the moment that he 
boifted fail. When he was aiked by his pilots 
what courfe he fhould fteer ; " Leave the deter- 
** mination to the winds (replied the Barbarian, 
** with pious arrogance) ; they will tranfport us 
^* to the guilty . coaft, whofe inhabitants have 
•* provoked the divine juftice :" but if Genferic 
himfelf deigned to ilTue more precife orders, he 
judged the moft wealthy to be the moft criminaL 
The Vandals repeatedly vifited the coafts of 
Spain, Liguria, Tufcany, Campania, Luc^nia^ 
Bruttium, Apulia, Calabria, Venetia, Dalmatian 
Epirus, Greece, and Sicily: they were tempted 
to fubdue the ifland of Sardinia, fo advantage* 
oufly placed in the centre of the Mediterranean ; 

' •* The naval war of Genferic is defcribed by Piifcu* (Exccrpta 
Legation, p. 41. )> Procopius (de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 5. p. 189, 
390. and c. «»• p. %t%,), Vi6lor Vitenfis (de Perfecut. Vandal, i. i. 
c. 17.9 andKuinart, p. 4.6^— 4S1.), and in the three panegyrics of 
Sidonius, whofe chronological order is abfurdly tranfpofed in the 
editions both of Savaronand Sirmond. ( AVit. Cann. vii. 441—451. 
Majortan, Carm. v. 317—- 350. 385^440. Anthem. Carm. ii« 
34S**386.). In one paflfage the poetfeems infpired by his fubjeAt 
and expreffes a Hrong idea, by a lively image: 
•— M Hinc Vandalus hoftis 

Urget s et in naftrum nuAierosa clafle quotannis 

Militat excidium $ converfoque ordine Fati 

Torrida Caucafeos infert inihi Byrfa furores. 

and 
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c w A P. and their arms fpread defolation, or terror, from 
r the columns of Hercules to the mouth of the 
Nile. As they were more ambitious of fpoil 
than of glory, they feldom attacked any fortified 
cities, or engaged any regular troops in the open 
field. But the celerity of their motions enabled 
them, almoft at the fame time, to threaten and 
to attack the moft diflarit objefts, which at- 
trafted their defires ; and as they always em- 
barked a fufficient number of horfes, they had no 
Iboner landed, than they fwept the difmayed 
country with a body of light cavalry. Yet, not- 
wkhftanding the example of their king, the 
native Vandals and Alani infenfibly declined this 
toilfome and perilous warfare; the hardy gene« 
ration of the firft conquerors was almoft extjn« 
gui(bed; and their fons, who were born in 
Africa, enjoyed the delicious baths and gardens 
which had been acquired by the valour of their 
fathers. Their place was readily fupplied by a' 
various multitude of Moors and Romans, of 
captives and outlaws ^ and thofe defperate 
wretches, who had already violated the laws qf 
their country, were the moft eager to promote 
the atrocious ads which difgrace the viftories of 
Genferic. In the treatment of his unhappy pri- 
foners, he fometimes confulted his avarice, and 
fometimes indulged his cruelty ; and the maflfacre 
of five hundred noble citizens of Zant or Za* 
cynthus, whofe mangled bodies he caft into the 
Ionian fea, was imputed, by the public indig- 
nation, to his lateft pofterity. 

Such 
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Such crimes could not be esicufed by any pto* ^x5Ak* 
vocations; but the war, which the king of the ^<---v^i»^ 
Vandals profecuted ajrainft the Roman empire, Ncgocia. 
was juiuned by a fpecious and realonabk motive. the£aiiera 
The widow of Valentinian, Eudoxia, whom he Tn*!/ 
had led captive from Rome to Carthage, was the &c. * 
fole heirefs of the Thcodofian houfe; her elder 
daughter, Eudocia, became the reluOant wife of 
Hnnneric, his eldeil fon; and the flern father, 
aflerting a legal claim, which could not eafily be 
refuted or fatisfied, demanded a juft proportion 
of the Imperial patrimony. An adequate, or at 
lead a valuable, compenfadon, was offered b]| 
the Eafiern emperor, to purchafe a neceflary 
peace. Eudoxia and her younger daughter, Pla- 
cidra, were honourably reftored, and the fury of • 

the Vandals was confined to the limits of the 
Weftern empire. The Italians, deftitute of a 
naval force, which alone was capable of proteft- 
ing their coafts, implored the aid of the more 
fortunate nations of the Eaft ; who had formerly 
acknowledged, in peace and war, the fupremacy 
of Rome. But the perpetual divifion of the two . 
empires had alienated their interefl and their m- 
clinations} the faith of a recent treaty was 
alleged; and the Weftern Romans, inftead of 
arms and fhips, could only obtain the afliftance 
of a C0I4 and ineffectual mediation. The haughty 
Ricimer, who had long ftruggled with the diffi- 
culues of his fituation, was at length reduced to 
addrefs the throne of Conftantinople, in the 
humble language of a fubjeftj and Italy fab- 
s mitted,. 
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c w A P. iQitted, as the price and fecurity of the alUafice, 
%— -v^' to accept a mafter from the choice of the emperor 
of the Eaft *'. It is not the purpofe of the pre- 
* fenc chapter, or even of the prefent volume, to con- 

tinue the dUiinft feries of the Byzantine iiiftory ; 
but a concife view of the reign and charader of the 
emperor Leo, may explain the laft efforts that were 
attempted to fave the falling empire of the Weft ^\ 
Xeo, em- Since the death of the younger Theodofius, the 
'h'^^F ft^ "domeftic repofe of Conftantinople had never been 
A. D. interrupted by ^ar or fadion. Pulcheria had 
♦57—474- teftowed her hand, and the fceptre of theEaft^ 
j)n the modeft virtue of Marcian : he gratefulljr 
reverenced her auguft rank and virgin chaftityj 
and, after her death, he gave his people the eicr 
ample of the religious worihip, that was due to 
the memory of the Imperial faint *'. . Attentive 

^i The poet hinifelf is cognpellcd to acknowledge the diftrefs of 
Ricimer : 

Praeterea invi^us Ricimeri qniein ptiblica fats 
Refprciunty/ir^r/o folds vix Marfe repeliit 
Piratam per rura vagum— — 
Italy addrefies her complaint to the Tyber, and'Rome, at the foli- 
citation of the rirer god, tranfports herfelf to Con flan tinopte, re* 
nounccs her ancient claims, and implores the friendfhip of Aurora^ 
the goddefs of the Eaft. This fabulous machinery, which the ge- 
nius of Claudian bad ufed and abufed, is the conftant and miferable 
reibwce of the muie of Sidonius* 

^ The original authors of the reigns of Marcian, Leo, and Zeno, 
are reduced to fome imperfcA fragments, whofe deficieBcits Inttft 
Ifi fupplied from the more recent compilations of Tbeophanrtei, 2o- 
paras, and Cedrenus. 

^5 Su Pulcheria died A. D. 453, four years before her nominal 
bulband; and her feftiral is eelebrared on the loth of September 
by Uie modern Greeks : (he bequeathed an imme^fe pstrimony to 
pious, or at leaft to ecclefiaftfcal, uics. See Tiilemont, Memoifiet 
Ecctef* rom» xv. p. iSi-«iS4.. 

ta 
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to the profperity of his own dominions, Marciaii chap. 
feemed to behold, with indiflPerence, the misfor- 
tunes of Rome; and the obftinate refufal of a 
brave and aftive prince to draw his fword againft 
the Vandals, was afcribed to a fecret promife, 
which had formerly been exafted from him when 
he was a captive in the power of Genferic^. 
The death of Marcian, after a reign of feven 
years, would have expofed the Eaft to the dan- 
ger of a popular eledtion ; if the fuperioi: 
weight of a fingle family had not been able to 
incline the balance in favour of the candidate 
^hofc intereft they fupported. The patriciaa 
Afpar might have placed the diadem on his own 
head, if he would have fubfcribed the Nicene 
creed*'. During three generations, the armies 
of the Eaft were fucceffively commanded by his 
father, by himfelf, and by his fon Ardaburius: 
his Barbarian guards formed a military force 
that overawed the palace arid the capital ; and 
the liberal diftribution of his immenfe treafures, 
rendered Afpar as popular, as he was powerful. 
He recommended the obfcure name of Leo of 
Thrace, a military tribune, and the principal 
fteward of his houfehbld. His nomination was 
unanimoufly ratified by the fenate; and the fer- 
vant of Afpar received the Imperial* crown from 
the hands of the patriarch or bifhop, who . was 
permitted to exprefs, by this unufual ceremony, 

^ See Procopius de Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 4.. p. 1S5. 

^ From this diiabiltty of Afpar to afcend the throne, it may )>e 
inferred that the ftain oi Bereff was perpetual and inddible, while 
^at of Barhartfm difappeared in the fecond generation. 

the 
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cji ^jp* the fuffrage of the Deity "•• This emperor^ the 
firfl: of the name of Leo, has been diflinguiOied 
by che title of the Great} from a fucceffion of 
princes, who gradually fixed, in the opinion of 
the Greeks, a very humble ftandard of heroic, or 
at lead of royal, p^rfeftion. Yet the temperate 
firmnefs with which Leo refiftcd the oppreflion of 
bis benefa^or, (hewed that he was *confcious of 
bis duty and of his prerogatire. Afpar was afto* 
niflied to find that his influence could no longer 
^appoint a praefe^ of Conftantinople : he pre* 
iumed to reproach .his fovereign with a breach of 
j)romife, and infolently fhaking bis purple, *' It 
" is not proper (faid he), that the man who is 
]^^ invefted with this garment, (hould be guilty 
** of lying.'* " Nor is it proper (replied Leo), 
*' that a prince fhould be compelled to refign 
y his own judgment, and the public irtereft, to 
** the will of a fubjeft '^'.'* After this extraor- 
dinary fcene, it was impoffible that the reconci- 
liation of the emperor and the patrician could 
l)e fincere J or, at leaft, that it could be folid and 
permanent* An army of Ifaurians ^* was fecretly 
levied, and introduced into Conflantinople -, and 

*• TlitopbaneSy p. 95. This appears to be the lirft origin of a 
ceremo&y, which all tlwe Chriflian luincesof the world have (ince 
adopteJ J and fiom which the clergy have dtduced the n^oit formi. 
ifabfe confequenCTs. 

^P Ctdrenu^ (p, 345, .34.6») ^ho was conveiTant with the wri- 
ttt^ oi' better days, has ptekived the remarkable wonis of Afpar, 

yjo Xhe power of (he liauriaii^ agitated the iiaiiern empire in the 
two ftuceeding reigm ot Zeoo and Anaflaiius^ hut it ended in the 

* 4eiirufViori vf thcie Bc;rbarianb vi^o maintarntil- their fiupce tnd^peR* 
^ence about two hiwidicd and thiity jcai'S* 

while 
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while Leo undermined the authority, and pre« chap. 
pared the difgrace, of the family of Afpar, his v.,^pv^ 
mild and cautious behaviour retrained them 
from any rafli and defperate attempts, which 
might have been fetal to themfelves, or their 
enemies. The meafures of peace and war were 
affefted by this internal revolution. As long as 
Afpar degraded the majefty of the throne, the 
fecret correfpondence of religion and intereft en- 
gaged him to favour the caufe of Gtoferic. 
When Leo had delivered himfelf from that ig- 
nominious fervitude, he liftened to the com- 
plaints of the Italians } refolved to extirpate the 
tyranny of the Vandals ; and declared his alliance 
with his colleague, Anthemius, whom he fo- 
lemnly invefted with the diadem and purple of 
the Weft. 

The virtues of Anthemius have perhaps been Anthc- 
magnified, fince the Imperial defcent, which he "eroVoT* 
could only deduce from the ufurper Procopius, t»»cVVcft, 
has been fwelled into a line of emperors ''. But ^t^^/^iz* 
the merit of his immediate parents, their honours, 
and their riches, rendered Anthemius one of the 
moft illuftrious fubjeds of the Eaft. His father 
Procopius obtained, after his Perfian embaffy, 
the rank of general and patrician ; and the name 
of Authemius was derived from his maternal 

?■ ■ ■ I Tali tu civil ab urbc 

Procopio genitore micas ; cui prifca propago 

/luguflu venic a proavis. 
The poet (Sidon. panegyr. Anthem, 67—306.) then proceeds to 1^ 
late the private life and fortunes of the future emperor^ with which ht 
muft have been very iinpcrfeflly acquainted. 

Vol. VI. , O grand- 
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^xxxvi' grandfather, the celebrated prsefeft, who pro- 
V— ,^-**' tefted, with fo much ability and fuccefs, the in- 
fant reign of Theodofius* The grandfon of the 
prafed was raifed above the condition of a pri- 
vate fubjeft, by his marriage with Euphemia, the 
daughter of the emperor Marcian. This fplen- 
did alliance, which might fuperfede the neceffity 
of merrt, haftened the promotion of Anthemius 
to the fucceflive dignities of count, of mafter- 
general, of confal, and of patrician ; and his 
merit or fortune claimed the honours of a viftory, 
which was obtained on the banks of the Danube, 
over the Huns. Without indulging an extrava- 
gant ambition, the fon-in-law of Marcian might 
hope to be his fucceflbr j but Anthemius fupported 
the difappointment with courage and patience ; 
and his fubfequent elevation was univerfally ap- 
proved by the public, who efteemed him worthy 
to reign, till he afcended the throne^. The em- 
peror of the Weft marched from Conftantinople, 
attended by feveral counts of high diftindlion, 
and a body of guards, almoft equal to the 
A.n.467, ftrength and numbers of a regular army: he en- 
Aprii 12. iQYcd Rome in triumph, and the choice of Leo 
was confirmed by the fenate, the people, and the 
Barbarian confederates of Italy ^^ The folemn 

72 Sidonius difcovers, with tolerable ingenuity, that this difap- 
pointment added new iuftre to the virtues of Anthemius (zio, 
&c.)y who declined one fceptre, and reluctantly accepted another 
(21, &c.). 

. ' 73 The poet again celebrates the unanimity of all orders of the 
,Aite (15— 2».): and the Chronicle of Idatius mentions the forces 
which attended his march. 

inaugu- 
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inauguration of Anthemius was_ followed by the ^^xx vf* 
nuptials of his daughter and the patrician RIci- ^ ^--^^--^ 
mer ; a fortunate event, which was confidered as 
the firmeft fecurity of the union and happinefs of 
the (late. The wealth of two empires was often- 
tatioufly difplayed ; and many fenators completed 
their ruin by an expenfive effort to difguife their 
poverty. All ferious bufinefs was fufpended dur* 
ing this feftival ; the courts of juftice were fhut ; 
the ftreets of Rome, the theatres, the places of 
public and private refort, refounded with hyme^ 
nasal fongs and dances ; and the royal bride, 
clothed in filken robes, with a crown on her 
head, was conduced to the palace of Ricimer, 
who had changed his military drefs for theTiabit 
of a conful and a fenator. On this memorable 
occafion, Sidonius, whofe early ambition had been 
fo fatally blafted, appeared as the orator of Au- 
vergne, among the provincial deputies who ad- 
dreffed the throne with congratulations or com- 
plaints '*. The calends of January were now ap- ^^ jj^ ^g 
proaching, and the venal poet, who had loved January i. 
Avitus, and efleemed Majorian, was perfuaded 
by his friends, to celebrate, in heroic verfe, the 
merit, the felicity, the fecond confuKhip, and 
the future triumphs of the emperor Anthemius. 
Sidonius pronounced, with alTurance and fuccefs, 
a panegyric which is ftill extant; and whatever 
might be the imperfections, either of the fubjedt 

74 Interveni autem nuptiis Patricii Rlcimeris» cui lilia perennit 
Augufti in rpem publicly fecuritatis copulabatur. The journey of 
Sidonius from Lyons, and ihe feftival of Rome, ar&defciibed with 
fome fpirit. L« !• e^iilt, 5, p. 9—93. Epift. 9* pt %i* 

O 2 or 
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CHAP, or of the campbfirion, the welcome flatterer was 

XXXVl 

\,,— ^-^ immediately rewarded with the praefedure of 
Rome; a dignity which placed him among the 
illuftrious perfonages of the empire, till he wifely 
preferred the more refpeftable charaftcr of a bifliop 
and a faint ^*. 
Thcfefti- The Greeks ambitioufly commend the piety 
Luperca^ ^^^ catholic faith of the emperor whom they gave 
f>a« to the Weft ; nor do they forget to obferve, that 

when he left Conftantinople, he tronverted his pa- 
lace into the pious foundation of a publk bath, 
a church, and an hofpital for old men'*. Yet 
fome fufpJcioiis appearances are found to fully the 
theological fame of Anthemius. From the con- 
verfation of Philotheus, a Macedonian feftary, he 
bad imbibed the fpirit of religious toleration ; 
and the Heretics of Rome would have aflembled 
with impunity, if the bold and vehement cenfure 
which pope Hiiary pronounced in the church of 
St. Peter, had not obliged him to abjure the Un- 
popular indulgence ". Even the Pagans, a feeble 
and obfcure remnant, conceived fome vain hopes 

from 

15 Sidontus (!. i. epift. 9, p. 23, 24.) veiy fairly ftates his mo- 
tive, his labour, and his rcWaixK ** Hie ipfe Panegyiicus, (i non 
•* judicium, cene eveiitum, boni operis, accepii." He was made bi- 
/hop of Clermont, A. D. 471. Tillcmont, Mem. Ectlcf. torn. xvi. 
p. 75<^. 

76 The palace of Anthemius ftood on ihe banks of the Propomis, 
In the ninth century, Alexius, the fon-in-law of the enpiperor Thco- 
philus, obtained permifTion to purchafe the ground $ and ended 
his days in a monaftery which he founded on that delightful fpot, 
Ducange, Con(tantinopolis ChriOiana, p. 117 1^2. 
f 77 Papa Hibrus . . . apud beatun^ Petrum Apoflolunn, palam 

ne id fieret data voce condrinxir, in tantum ut non ea facienda cum 
interpoijtione ' jaiamenti iitai promitteret Imptrator. Gelafius 

. . Epii^ol. 
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from the indifference, or 'partiality, of Anthe- 
mius ; and his Angular friendfliip for the philo- 
fopher Severus, whom he promoted to the con- 
fulfliip, was afcribed to a fecret projeft of reviv- 
ing the ancient worfliip of the gods'". Thefe 
idols were crumbled into duft : and the mytho- 
logy which had once been the creed of nations, 
was fo univerfally difbelieved, that it might be em- 
ployed without fcandal, or at lead without fufpi- 
cion, by Ghriftian poets '^ Yet the veftiges of 
fiiperftition were not abfolutely obliterated, ,and 
the feftival of the Lupercalia, whofe origin had 
preceded the foundation of Rome, was (till cele- 
brated under the reign of Anthemius. The fa- 
vage and fimple rites were expreffive of an early 
ftate of fociety before the invention of arts and 
agriculture. The ruftic deities who prefided over 
the toils and pleafures of the paftoral life, Pan, 
Faunus, and their train of fatyrs, were fuch as 
the fancy of (hepherds might create, fportive^ 
petulant, and lafcivious ; whofe power was li- 
mited, and whofe malice was inoffenfive. A 

EpiftoL ad Andronicum, apud Baron. A.D 467, No 3. The car- 
dinal obferves, with Tome complacency, that it was much eafier to 
plant herefifs at Conftantiriople, than at Rome. 

78 Damarcius, in the life of the phijofopher Ifidore, apud Phoiium, 
p. 1049. D^m^icius, who lived under Jnfiinian, coinpoffd another 
work, coni.iiing of 570 pi <t-ief natural fiories of ibuis^ dae«iions, ap- 
paritionsy the dotage ot i^latut.ic i'sgii^iirai. 

79 In the poetical works of Sidonius, which he afterwards con- 
demned (I. ix. epift. 16. p 285.) the fabulous deiiics arc the prin- 
cipal a^lois. If JeioiT) was fcourged by tbe angels for only reading 
Virgil 5 the bifljop pi Cltrtnont, for fuch a vile imitation, deffived an 
ajdiiiuval whi^ipir.g from t-f Muffs. 

O 5 goat 
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^xxxvf* 8^^^ ^^^ ^^^ offering the beft adapted to their 

'^— v-^ charader and attributes ; the flefli of the vidim 

was roafted on willow fpits ; and the riotous 

youths, who crowded to the feaft, ran naked 

about the fields, with leather thongs in their 

hands, communicating, as it was fuppofed, the 

bleffing of fecundity to the women whom 

they touched '*. The altar of Pan was erefled, 

perhaps by Evander the Arcadian, in a dark re-- 

cefs in the fide of the Palatine:hiII, watered by a 

perpetual fountain, and (haded by an hanging 

grove. A tradition, that, in the fame place, 

Romulus and Remus were fuckled by the wolf, 

rendered it ftill more lacred and venerable in the 

eyes of the Romans ; and this fylvan fpot was 

gradually furrounded by the (lately edifices of the 

Forum*'. After the converfion of the Imperial 

city, the Chri(Kans ftill continued, in the month 

of February, the annual celebration of the Lu- 

percalia ; to which they afcribed a fecret and 

myfterious influence on the genial powers of the 

animal and vegetable world. The bifiiops of 

Rome were folicitous to aboH(h a profane cuf- 

tom, fo repugnant to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; 

but their zeal was not Tupported by the authority 

of the civil magiftrate : the inveterate abufe fub» 

^^ Ovid (Faft. 1. ii« 267—- 4.51.) has given an amuiing defcription 
^ of the folHc« of antiquity, which ftill infpiied fo much refjieft, that 
a grave magiftrate* runnipg naked through the Greets, was nat an 
objeft of aftoniihment or laughter. 

*' See Dionyf. Halicarn. I. i. p. 15. 65. edit. Hodfon. The 
Roman Antiquaries, Donatui (I. ii. c. 18. p. 173, i74..)> ^^^ Nar- 
dini (p. 386* 387.), . have laboured to alcertatn the true fituation of 
the ituperQaU 

fifte4 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 199 

filled till the end of the fifth century, aad pope xxxvif* 
Gelafius, who purified the capital from the laft 
flain of idolatry, appeafed, by a formal apology, 
the murmurs of the fenate and people '*. 

In all his public declarations, the emperor Leo Prrpara- 
afTumes the authority, and profeffes the affeftion, a'^Jlnft ,he 
of a father, for his fon Anthemius, with whom he Van^iaU of 
had divided the adminiftration of the univerfe *'. A.D.468. 
The fituation, and perhaps the characler, of Leo, 
diffuaded him from expofing his perfon to the toils 
and dangers of an African war. But the powers 
of the Eaftern empire were flrenuoufly exerted to 
deliver Italy and the Mediterranean from the Van- 
dals ; and Genferic, who had fo long oppreffed 
both the land and fea, was threatened from every 
fide with a formidable invafion. The campaign 
was opened by a bold and fuccefsful enterprife of 
che prssfect Heraclius**. The troops of Egypt, 

** Baronius publlfhedy from the MSS. of the Vatican, this epiftle 
of pope Getafius (A. D. 406. N"z8— 45.) which is cntiiied Ad. 
vcrfus Andromachum Seiiatorem, caprerofque Romano?, qui Lu- 
percaiia fecundum morem priftinuVn colcnJa conftituebant. Gc- 
iafius always fuppofes that his adverfaries are noniin.il Chriliians:, 
and that be may not yield to them in abfurd prejudice, he imputts 
to this harmlefs feilival, all the calamities of the nge. 

•j Itaqne nos quibns totias mundi regimen commifit fuperna 
firoviijo .... Pios ct triuifiphator femper AHguttus films, nofter An- 
themius, licet Divina Majeltas ct noftra creatio pietati ejus plenam 
Imperii commifcrit' poteftatem, &c. . . . Such is the dignified liylc 
of Leo, whom Anihemius refpeflfufly names, Dominus et Pat^T 
fneus Princcps facratiiTuniis Leo. Sec Novell, Anthern^ tit. if, iii. 
p. 38. ad calcem. Cod. Theod. 

«4 The expedition of HeracUus is clouded with difficwliies (Tille- 
fnont. Hilt, des Empereurs, tom.vi. p. 640.), and it requires foroe 
dexterity to ufe the circumftances affordrd by Theophancf, without 
injury to the more refpeftaWe evidence of Pjocopiua. 

O 4 Thebais, 
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xxxvi'*' Th^^^'j^« ^^^ Libya, were embarked under his 
command ; and the Arabs, with a, train of horfes 
and camels, opened the roads of the defert. He- 
racHus landed on the coaft of Tripoli, furprifed 
and fubdued the cities of that province, and pre- 
pared, by a laborious march, which Cato had for- 
merly executed", to join the Imperial army under 
the walls of Carthage. The intelligence of this 
lofs extorted from Genferic fome infidious and 
inefFedual propofitions of peace : but he was ftill 
more ferioufly alarmed by the reconciliation of 
Marcellinus with the two empires. The inde- 
pendent patrician had been perfu'aded to acknow- 
ledge the legitimate title of Anthemius, whom he 
accompanied in his journey to Rome ; the Dal- 
matian fleet was received into the harbours of 
Italy ; the aftive valour of Marcellinus expelled 
the Vandals from the iflahd of Sardinia ; and the 
langwid eflbrts of the Weft added fome weight to 
the immenfe preparations of the Eaftern Romans, 
The expence of the naval armament, which Leo 
fent againft the Vandals, has been diftinftly afcer- 
tainedj and the curious and inftrudtive account 
difplays the wealth of the declining empire. The 
royal demefnes, or private patrimony of the prince^ 
fupplied feventeen thoufand pounds of gold ; forty- 

*/ The march of Cato from Berenice, in the province of Cyrcnc, 
wad much longer than that of Heracliiis from Tripoli. He pafTed 
the deep fan cly defert in thirty days, and it was found nfceflTary to 
provide, bcfules the ordinary fupplies, a great number of fkins filled 
with water, and feve4al P/j?///, who were fuppofcd to polTefs the art 
of fucking the wounds which had been made by the fcrpeiits of 
their native country. See Plutarch in Caton, Uticensy torn. iv» 
p. »75. Strabon. Geograph. 1. xvii. p. 1195. 

feven 
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feven thoufand pounds of gold, and feven hun- c f? a p. 
dred thoufand of filver, were levied and paid into ^— *^-w 
the treafury by the Pr3etorian prsefecl^. But the 
cities were reduced to extreme poverty ; and the 
diligent calculation of fines and forfeitures, as a 
valuable objeft of the revenue, does not fugged 
the idea of a jufl, or merciful, adminiftration. 
The whole cxpence, by whatfoever means it was 
defrayed, of the African campaign, amounted to 
the fum of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds 
of gold, about five millions two hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, at a time when the value of money 
appears, from the comparative price of corn, to 
have been fomewhat higher than in the prefent 
age '^ The fleet that failed from Conftantinople 
to Carthage, confifted of eleven hundred and 
thirteen fliips, .and the number of foldiers and/ 
mariners exceeded one hundred 'thoufand men. 
Bafilifcus, the brother of the emprefs Vorina, was 
entrufted with this important command* His 
lifter, the wife ot Leo, had exaggerated the merit 
of his former exploits againft the Scythians. But 
the difcovery of his guilt, or incapacity, was re- 
ferved for tht African war ; and his friends could 
only fave his military reputation, by aflferting, 
that he had confpired with Afpar to fpare Gen- 

'* The principal fum is clearly expreflcd hy Procopius (tie Bell. 
Vandal. ]. i. c. 6. p. 191.); the fniaikr conftituent parts, vi-hich 
Tiileinoni (Hill, dts Empcrcurs, torn, vi, p 396 ) has iaborioufly 
collected irotxi the Jiyzantine writers, are Itfs ccitnin, and Itrfe im- 
portant. The hillorian MalrhiJs laments the public mifery (Ex- 
cerpt, ex Suida in Corp. Hid. HyzAnr., p. 5J? ) ; hut he is I'urely un- 
juU, w!un he chmgcs Leo with hoarding ihc treafures which he ex<- 
toittd from the people, 

feric. 
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.CHAP* feric, and to betray the laft hope of the Weflem 

XXXVI. . •' '^ 

^.^^.-v-*^ empire. 

Failure of Experience has fliewn, that the fuccefs of an 

Ijic exne- . • , 

flition. invader mofl commonly depends on the vigour 
and celerity of his operations. The flrength and 
fliarpnefs of the firft impreffion are blunted by dcr 
Jay; 'the health and fpirit of the troops infcniibly 
languiih in a didant climate ; the naval and mili- 
tary force, a mighty effort which perhaps can 
never be repeated, is filently confumed ; and every 
hour that is wafted in negotiation, accuftonis the 
enemy to contemplate and examine thofe hoftile 
terrors, which, on their firft appearance, he deemed^ 
irrefiftible. The formidable navy of Bafilifcus 
purfued its profperous navigation frorif the Thra- 
cian Bofphorus tb the coaft of Africa. He landed 
his troops zt Cape Bona, or the promontory of 
Mercury, about forty miles from Carthage *^. 
The army of Heraclius, and the f>iet of Marcel- 
linus, either joined or feconded the Imperial licu- 
tenai;it; and the Vandals, who oppofed his pro-^ 
grefs by fea or land, were fucceffively van- 
quiflied".. If Bafilifcus had feized the moment 
of confternation, and boldly advanced to the ca- 
pital, Carthage muft have furrendered, and the 

87 This promontory fs forty miles from Carthage (Procop. I. i. 
c. 6. p. 191.^ and twenty leagues from Sicily(SU3w's Travels, p. X9 ), 
Scipio landed farther in the bay, at the fair promontory j fee the 
animated dcfcripiipn of Livy, xxix. a6, 27. 

^^ Theophanes (p. 100.) affirms that many (liips of the Vandals 
wtre fiii'k. The aflTcrtion of Jornandes (de Succtfiione Re^ii.), 
thit Baiiliibus attacked Carthage, muil be underftood in a vtiy 
^iiiiiiiicd fenie. 

king- 
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kingdom of the Vandals was extinguifhed. Gen* ^ " ^ ^* 
feric beheld the danger with firmnefs, and eluded 
it with his veteran dexterity. He protefted, in 
the moft refpettful language, that he was ready to 
fubmit his perfon, and his dominions, to the will 
of the emperor ; but he requefted a truce of five 
days to regulate the ternis of his fubmiflion ; and 
it Vi(as univerfally believed, that his fecret libera- 
lity contributed to the fuccefs of this public nego- 
ciation. Inftead of obftinately refufing whatever 
indulgence his enemy fo earneilly folicited, the 
guilty, or the credulous, Bafilitcus confented to 
the fatal truce ; and his imprudent fecurity feemed 
to proclaim, that he already confidered himfelf a^ 
the conqueror of Africa. During this fhort inter- 
vat, the wind became favourable to the defigns of 
Genferic. He manned his largeft (hips of war 
with the braveft of the Moors and Vandals; and 
they towed after them many large barks, filled 
with combuftible materials. , In the obfcurity of 
the night, thefq deftruftive veflels were impelled 
^againft the unguarded and unfufpefting fleet of 
tlie Romans, who were awakened by the fenfe of 
^ their inftant danger. Their clofe and crowded 
order affifted the progrefs of the fire, which was 
communicated with rapid and irrefiftible violence ; 
and the noife of the wind, the crackling of the 
flames, the diffonant cries of the foldiers and ma-i 
riners, who could neither command, nor obey, 
increafed the horror of the nofturnal tumult, 
Whilft they laboured to extricate themfelves from 
the fire-(hips, and to fave at leafl: a part of the 

navy, 
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CHAP, navy, the eallies of Genferic aflauked them with 

XXXVI* . . 

temperate apd difciplined valour ; and many of 
the Romans, who efcaped the fury of the flames, 
were deftroyed or taken by the victorious Vandals. 
Among the events of that difaftrous night, the he- 
roic, or rather defperate, courage of John, one 
of the principal officers of Bafilifcus, has refcued 
his name from oblivion. When the fhip, which 
he had bravely defended, was alniofl confumed, 
he threw himfcif in his armour into the fea, dif- 
dainfully rejeded the efteem and pity of Genfo, 
the ion of Genferic, who prefied him to accept 
honourable quarter, and funk under the waves j 
exclaiming, with his laft breath, that he would 
never fall alive into the hands of thofe impious 
dogs. Aduated by a hv different fpirir, Bjfilifcus, 
whofe ftation was the moil remote from danger, 
difgracefully fled in the beginning of rl.e engage- 
ment, returned to Conflantinople with the lofs of 
more than half of his fleet and army, and (heltered 
his guilty head in the fanftuary of St. Sophia, till 
his filler, by her tears and entreaties, could obtain 
his pardon from the indignant emperor. Hera- 
clius effeded his retreat through the defert ; Mar- 
cellinus retired to Sicily, where he was aflfaffinated, 
perhaps at the infl:igation of Ricimer, by one of 
his own captains ; and the king of the Vandals 
cxpr^flTed his furprife and faiisfaction, that the Ro- 
mans themfelves fliould remove from the world 
his moft formidable antagonifts ®^ After the fai- 

^'9 Damafcius in Vit. Ifidor. a()ucl Phot. p. 104S. It will appear, 
hy co»npai Jng the three fliort chri»nicles of the tunes, that MarccU 
liuMi had fought near Cauhcige, and was killed in Sicily. 

lure 
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iure of this great expedition, Genferic again be- 
came the tyrant of the fea: the coafts of Italy, 
Greece, and Afia, were again expofed to his re- 
venge and avarice ; Tripoli and Sardinia returned 
to his obedience ; he added Sicily to the number 
of his provinces ; and, before he died, in the ful- A.D.477. 
nefs of years and of glory, he beheld the final ex- 
tin£Hon of the empire of the Weft *^ 

During his long and aftive reign, the African Conquefts 
ihonarch had ftudioufly cultivated the friendfhip ^^olhs^^" 
of the Barbarians of Europe, whofe arms he might Spain and 
employ in a feafonable and efFeQual diverfion a. D. 
againft the two empires. After the death of At- 46*-47»» 
tila, he renewed his alliance with the Vifigoths of 
Gaul ; and the fons of the elder Theodoric, who 
fuccefSvely reigned over that warlike nation, were 
eafily perfuaded, by the fenfe of intereft, to forget 
the cruel affront which Genferic had inflifted on 
their fifter**. The death of the emperor Majo- 
rian delivered Theodoric the fecond from the re- 
ftraint of fear, and perhaps of honour ; he violated 
his recent treaty with the Romans ; and the ample 
territory of Narbonne, which he firmly united to 

90 For the African war, fee Procopius (dc Bell. Vandal. 1. u c. 6. 
p. 191, 192, i9-j.)>Theophanc8 (j>. 99, 100, ioi.)» Cedrcnis (p. 349^, 
350.),aii<i Zoiiaras (torn. ii. 1, xiv, p. 50, 51.). Montcfcjuieu (Confi- 
de rations Air la Grandeur, Sec, c. xx. toin. iit* p. 497.) has made 
- a judlcicui obfervation on the failure of thefe great naval arma- 
ments. 

9» Jornandes is ourbeft guide through the reigns of Theodoric II, 
and Euric (de Rebus Geticis, c. 44, 45, 46, 47. p. 675 — 681.). 
Idatius ends too foon, and Ifidore is too fparing of the information 
which he might have given on the affairs of Spain. The tvents 
thi'it relate to Gaul are laborioufly illuftrated in the third bock of 
the Abbe Dubos, Hill. Critique^ torn. i. p. 424—620. 

his 
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c "^^- his dominions, became the immediate reward ot 
v-.^^-^ his perfidy. The felfifli policy of Ricimer en- 
couraged him to invade the provinces which were 
m the pofleOion of iEgidius, his rival; but the 
active count, by the defence of Aries, and the 
viftory of Orleans, faved Gaul, and checked^ 
during his lifetime, the progrefs of the Vifigoths. 
Their ambition was foon rekindled ; and the de- 
iign of extinguifliing the Roman empire in Spain 
and Gaul, was conceived, and almofl completed, 
in the reign of Euric, who aflfailinated his brother 
Theodoric, and difplayed, with a more favage 
temper, fuperior abilities, both in peace and war# 
He paffed the Pyrenees at the head of a numerous 
army, fubdued. the cities of Saragofla and Pampe- 
luna, vanquifhed in battle the martial nobles of 
the Tarragonefe province, carried his viftorious 
arms into the heart of Lufitania, and permitted 
the Suevi to hold the kingdom of Gallicia under 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain ''*. The eflForis of 
Euric were not lefs vigorous, or lefs fuccefsful in 
Gaul ; and throughout the country that extends 
from the Pyrenees to the Rhone and the Loire, 
Berry, and Auvergne, were the only cities, or 
diocefes, which refufed to acknowledge him as 
their niafter ''. In the defence of Clermont, their 
principal town, the inhabitants of Auvergne fuf- 
talned, with inflexible refolution, the miferies of 

. 9* See Mariana, Htft. Hifpan. torn. i. 1. v. c. 5. p. i6«. 
91 An impcrfeA, but original, piflure of Gaul, more trpecially 
of Auvergne, is (hewn by Sidonjus; who, as a fenator, and after- 
wards as a bifliop, was deeply intereited in the fate of his country. 
Seei. V. epift. 1. 5. 9, &c. 

war. 
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war, peftilence, and famine ; and the Vifigoths, chap. 



relinquifhing the fruitlefs fiege, fufpcnded the 
hopes of that important conqueft. The youth of 
the province were animated by the heroic, and al* 
moft incredible, valour of Ecdicius, the fon of 
the emperor Avitus '*, who made a defperate fally 
with only eighteen horfemen, boldly attacked the 
Gothic army, and, after maintaining a flying 
Ikirmifh, retired fafe and viftorious within the 
walls of Clermont. His charity was equal to his 
courage : in a time of extreme fcarcity, four thou- 
fand poor wjere fed at his expence ; and his pri- 
vate influence levied an atmy of Burgundians for the 
deliverance of Auvergne. From his virtues alone 
the faithful citizens of Gaul derived any hopes of 
fafety or freedom ; and even fuch virtues were in- 
fufficient to avert the impending ruin of their 
country, fmce they were anxious to learn from his 
authority and example, whether they fhould prt* 
fer the alternative of exile, or fervitude ^'. The 
public confidence was loft ; the refources of the 
ftate were exhaufted ; and the Gauls had too much 
reafon to believe, that Anthemius, who reigned 
in Italy, was incapable of pr9teding his ' diftreffed 
fubjedts beyond the Alps. The feeble emperor 
could only procure for their defence the fervice of 

94 Sidonius, 1. iii. epift. 3. p. 65—68. Greg, Turon. 1. ii. c. 24. 
in tora. ii. p. 174. Jornandcs, c. 45. p. 675. Perhaps Ectllcius 
was only the fon. in. law st* Avitu&, his wife*$ Ton by another huf* 
band. 

95 Si nuUsip a republics vires, nulla praeiidia, (i nullse^ quantum 
rumor eft, Anthemii principis opes, liatuit, te au^ore, nobiiitas feu 
patriam dimittere feu capillos (Sidon. 1. ii. epift. i. p. 33.). The 
la(t words (Sirmond Not. p. 25*) may likewife denote the clerical 
tonfure, which was indeed the choice of Sidonius himfelf. 

I twelve 



xxxvi. 
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xxxvl' twelve thoufand Britifh auxiliaries. Riothamus^ 
^»— -V— -^ one of the independent kings\ or chieftains, of 
the ifland, was perfuaded to tranfport his troops 
to the continent of Gaul ; he failed up the Loire^ 
and eftablifhed his quarters in Berry, where the 
people complained of thefd oppreffive allies, till 
they were deftroyed, or difperfed, by the arms of 
the Vifigoths^'. 
Trial of One of the laft afls of jurifdiftion, which the 

Arvandui, Roman fenate exercifed over their fubjefts of 
Gaul, was the trial and condemnation of Arvan- 
dus, the Praetorian praefefl:. Sidonius, who re- 
joices that he lived under a reign in which he 
might pity and ailift a (late*criminal, has ex« 
prelTed, with tendernefs and freedom, the faults 
of his indifcreet and unfortunate friend ^\ From 
the perils, which he had efcaped, Arvandus im- 
bibed confidence rather than wifdom ; and fuch 
was the various, though uniform, imprudence 
of his behaviour, that his profperity muft appear 
much more furprifing than his downfal. The 
fecond praefeflure, which he obtained within the 
term of five years, abolifhed the merit and popu- 
larity of his preceding adminiftration. Hid eafy 

9^^ The hiftory of thefe Britons may he traced in Jornandes (c. 45. 
p. 678.), Sidoiiius (I, iii. epillol. 9 p. 73, 74.) and Gregory of 
Toius (I. ii. c. 18. in torn. ii. p. 170). Sidonius (who ftyles thefe 
mercenary troops argutos, arinatos» tumultuofos, virtiite^ ntimero, 
contubernio, contiimaces) addrtllcs their general in a tone of friend, 
fliip and familiarity. 

9T Sec Sidonius, I. i. epift. 7. p. 15— ao, with Sirmond*s notes. 
This letter does honour to his heart, as well as to bis underftandingr. 
The profe of Sidonius, however vitiated by a falfc and afFc^d tafte, 
is much fuptrior to his infipid verfes. 

temper 
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temper was corrupted by flattery, and exafperated xxxvi^' 
by oppofition; he w^s forced to fatisfy his im- 
portunate creditors with the fpoils of the pro* 
vince ; his capricious infolence offended the 
nobles of Gaul, and he funk under the weight of 
the public hatred. The mandate of his difgrace 
fummoned him to juftify his conduft before the 
fenate ; and he pafled the fea of Tufcany with a 
favourable wind, the prefage, as he vainly ima- 
gined, of his future fortunes. A decent refpeft 
was ftill obferved for the Prafeitorian rank ; and 
on his arrival at Rome, Arvandus was committed 
to the hofpitality, rather than to the cuftody, of 
Flavius Afellus, the count of the facred largefles^ 
who refided in the Capitol*'. He was eagerly 
purfued by his accufers, the four deputies of 
Gaul, who were all diftihguiihed by their birth, 
their dignities, or their eloquence. In the name 
of a great province, and according to the forms 
of Roman jurifprudehce, they inftituted a civil 
and criminal adion, requiring fuch a reftitution 
as might compenfate the lofles of individuals, 
and fuch pumfiiment as might fatisfy the juftice 
of the ftate. Their charges of corrupt oppref- 
fion were numerous and weighty ; but they placed 
ther fecret dependence on a letter, which they 
had intercepted, and which they could prove, by 
the evidence of his fecretary, to have been dic- 

9» yfhtn the Capito! ceafcd to be a temple, it was appropriated to 
the ufe of the civil magtftrate \ and it is ftill the rrfidence of the Ko- 
man fenator. The jewellers, &c. might be allowed to expofe their 
precious wares in the porticoes. 

Vol. VI. P tatcd 
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xxxvu' ^^^^^ by Arvapdua himfelf. The author of this 
s-^.^w letter fe^ined to diflfuade the king of the Goths 
from a/peace with the Greek emperor i he fug* 
gefted the attack of. the Britons on the Loire ; 
and he recommended a divifion ,of Gaul, ac- 
cording to the law of nations, between the Vifi* 
. goths and the Burgundians '^ Thefe pernicious 
fchemes, which a friend could only palliate by 
the reproaches of vanity and indifcretion, were 
fufceptible of a treafcmable interpretation; and 
the deputies had artfully refolved, not to produce 
their mod: formidable weapons till the deciliYe 
moment of the conteft* But their intentions 
were difcovered by the zeal of Sidonius* He 
immediately apprifed the unfufpeding criminal 
of his danger ; and fmcerely lamented, without 
any mixture of anger, the haughty prefumption 
of Arvandus, who rejefted, and even rdented, 
the falutary advice of his friends* Ignorant of 
his real fituation, Arvandus fhewed himfelf in the 
Capitol in the white robe of a candidate, ac* 
cepted indifcriminate falutations and oflfers of 
fervice, examined the (hops of the merchants, 
the filks and gems, fometimes with the indifFer. 
cnce of a fpeftator, and fometimes with the at^ 
tention of a purchafer ; and complained of the 
times, of the fenate, of the prince, and of the 
delays of juftice. His complaints were fooq 

99 HsBc ad regciTi Gothorum, charta vidcbatur emitti, pacem cum 
GrsEco Inapcratore (JinTuadens, liritannos fuper Ligeritn fitos impug- 
rari oppoitcre demonftrans, cum Burgundi^nibus jure gentium GaU 
lia^ diyidi debere confirmans* 

removedt 
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removed. An early day was fixed for his trial ; chap. 
and Arvandus appeared, with his accufers, be** 
fore a numerous affembly of the Roman fenate. 
The mournful garb which they afFeflied, excited 
the compaffion of the judges, who were fcan- 
dalized by the gay and fplendid drefs of their 
adverfary j and when the praefeft Arvandus, with 
the firft of the Gallic deputies, were direfted to 
take their places on the fenatorial benches, the 
fame contraft of pride and modefty was obferved 
in their behaviour. In thi$ memorable judg- 
ment, which prefented a lively image of the old 
republic, the Gauls expofed, with force and 
freedom, the grievances of the province ; and as 
foon as the minds of the audience were fuffieiently 
inflamed, they recited the fatal epiftle. The 
obftinacy of Arvandus was founded on the ftrangej 
fuppofition, that a fubjeft could not be conviflied 
of tfeafon, unlefs he had aftually confpired to 
affume the purple. As the paper was read, he 
repeatedly, and with a loud voice, acknowledged 
it for his genuine compofition ; and his afto- 
nifhment was equal to his . difmay, when the 
unanimous voice of the fenate declared him 
guilty of a capital oflFence. By their decree, 
he was degraded from the rank of a prasfedl 
to the obfcure condition of a plebeian, and 
ignominioufly dragged by fervile hands to the 
public prifon. After a fortnight's adjourn- 
ment, the fenate was again convened to pro- 
nounce the fentence of his death : but while he 
expefled, in the ifland of ^fculapius, the ex- 
F z piration 
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xxxvi''' P^'^^^°^ ^ '^® thirty days allowed by an ancieAe 
\.m0^,r^ law to the vjleft malefaftors "% his friends inter<p 
pofedy the emperor Anthemius relented^ and the 
praefed of Gaul obtained the milder punifbmem 
of exile and confifcation. The faults of Arvan* 
dus might deferve compaflion ; but the impunity 
pf Seronatus accufed the juftice of the republic, 
till he was condemned, and executed, on the 
complaint of the people of Auvergne. < That 
flagitious minifter, the Catilme of his age and 
country^ held a fecret correfpondence with the 
Vifjgoths, to betray the province which he op- 
prpfTed j his induflry was continually exercifed in 
the difcovery of new taxes and pbfolete offences ; 
imd his extravagant vices would have infpired 
contempt, if they had not excited fear and ab* 
horrence '**'. 
pifconiof Such criminals werp not beyond the reach of 
mrJ* and ' j"^^^^ > ^^^ whatever might J)e the guilt pf Ri- 
Ricimer, dmcr, that powerful Barbarian was able to conr 
'*^'' tend or to negociate with the prince, whofe 
alliance he had (:ondefcended to accept* The 
peaceful and profperous reign which Anthemius 
had promifed to the Weft, was foop clouded by 
misfortune and difcord. Ricimer^ apprehenfive, 
pr impatient, of a fupeppr, retired from Ronxe, 

»oo Senatufconfultum tiberiatium (Siftnond Not, p. 17.) j but that law 
allowed only ten days between tli^ ff ntence and execution « the re. 
maining twenty were added in the reign of Theodonus. 

'^« Catiltna fcculi nollri. Sidonius, I. ii. epift. i, p. 33.; 1. ▼• 
efMil. 13. p. 143 ; 1. Tii. epift. 7. p. 185. He execrates the crimes, 
and applauds the punilhment, of Seronatus, peihaps with the ipdig« 
pation of a virtuous citizen, perhaps with the leicntmcnl of 3 perfonal 
fnsmy, 

. . and 
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and fixed his refidence at Milan; an advaii^ ^xxxyf* 
tageous fituationi either to invite, or to repel, ^^-^-*^ 
the warlike tribes that were feated between the 
Alps and the Danube '*^. Italy Was gradually di- 
vided into two indet^endent and hoftile kingdoms ; 
and the. nobles of Liguria, who trembled at the 
near approach of a civil war, fell proftrate at the 
feet of the patrician, ind conjured him to fpare 
their unhappy country. " For my own part,*' 
replied Ricimer, in a tone of infplertt moderation^ 
** I am ftill inclined to embrace the firiendfliip of 
*< the Galatian '** j but who will undertake to 
*• appeafe his anger, or to mitigate the ptide, 
•* whidh always rifes in proportion to our fub- 
«* miffion?** They informed him, that Epipha- 
niuSi bifliop of Pavia*®*, tinited the wlfdom of 
the ferpent with the innocence of the dove ; and 
appeared confident, that the eloquence of fuch. 
an ambaflador muft prevail againft the ftrongeft 
oppofition^ either of intereft or paffion. Their 

fOft Ricimer^ ondtr the reign of Anthemias* defeated and (lew in 
battle Beofgor, king of the AUni (Jornandes, c. 45, p. 678.). 
His fifter had married the kiiig of the BurgUndiaos, and he main- 
tAioed ao intimate conneflton with the Soetfic colony eftabliihed in 
Paononia an4 Noricum. . 

*oi Galatam concitatum. Sirmond (In his notes to Enoodius) 
applies this appellation to Anthemitis himfelf. The enlpefor was 
probably born in the province of GaUtia, whole inhabitants^ the 
Gallo«Grecians« were fuppofed to unite the vices of a favage, and 
a corrupted^ people. 

»o* Epiphanitts was thirty ycafs bifhop of Patia (A- D. 4^7— 
497 { fee Tillemont, Menu KccleC torn. xvi. p. 78^.}* His name 
and anions would have been unknown to pofterity, if £nnodiu»» 
one of his (uccelTors, had not written his life (Sirmond, Opera, 
torn. i. p. 1647— tG^a.) ; in which he reprsfcntt him as one of the 
gitatcft characters of tlw sgt* 

P 3 tecom- 
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CHAP, recommendation was approved ; and Epiphaniud^ 
y..,,^^^^ afiuming the benevolent office of mediation, 
proceeded without delay to Rome, where he. was 
received with the honours due to his merit and 
reputation. The oration of a biihop in favour 
of peace, may be eafily fuppofed: he argued, 
that in all poffible circumftances, the forgivenefs 
. of injuries muft be an a£l of mercy, or magpanU 
mity, or prudence ; and he fer ioufly admonUhed 
the emperor to avoid a contefl: with a fierce Bar^^ 
barian, which might be fatal to himfelf, and 
muft be ruinous to his dominions; Authemius 
acknowledged the truth of his maxims ; but he 
deeply felt, with grief and indignation, the be« 
haviour of Ricimer; and his paffioa gave elo- 
quence and energy to his difcourfe. " What 
" favours,'* he warmly exclaimed, " have we 
** refufed to this ungrateful man ? What provo- 
" cations have we not endured? Regardlefs of 
** the majefty of the purple, I gave my daughter 
" to a Goth ; I facrificed my own blood to the 
•* fafety of the republic. The liberality which 
** ought to have fecured the eternal attachment 
*^ of Ricimer, has exafperated him againft his 
•' benefaftor. What wars has he not excited 
*^ againft the empire? How often has he infti- 
" gated and affifted the fury of hoftile nations ? 
** Shall I now accept his perfidious friendfhip ? 
** Can I hope that he will refpefl; the engage- 
** ments of a treaty, who has already violated 
*' the duties of a fon ?" But the anger of Anthe- 
mius evaporated ia thefe paffionate exclamations : 
he infenfibly yielded to the propofals of Epipha* 

nius ; 
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turn ; and the bilhop returned to his diocefe with ^xxxvf* 
the fatisfa6Uon of reftoring the peace of Italy, by «— v^w 
a reconciliation ***% of which the fincerity and 
continuance might be reafonably fufpeded. 
The clemency of the emperor was extorted from 
his weaknefs; and Ricimer fufpended his ambi«< 
tious defigns^ till he had fecretly prepared the 
eogineSt with which he refolved to fubvert the 
throne of Anthemius. The mzfk of peace and 
moderation was then thrown afide. The army 
of Ricimer was fortified by a numerous reinforce* 
ment of Burgundians and Oriental Suevi: he 
difdaimed all allegiance to the Greek emperorji 
marched from Milan to the gates of Rome, and . 
fixing his camp on the banks of the Anio, impa* 
tiently expected the arrival of Olybrius, his Impe* . 
rial candidate. 

The fenator Olybrius, of the Anician family,- Oiybnus 
might efteem himfelf the lawful heir of the Z^dtf 
Weftern empire. He had married Placidia, the a. 0.47** 
younger daughter of Valentinian, after flie was *" *^* 
reftored by Genferic ; who ft ill detained her fifter 
Eudoxia, as the wife, or rather as the captive^ 
of his fon. The king of the Vandals fupported, 
by threats and felicitations, the fair pretenfions 
of his Roman ally ; and afligned, as one of the 
motives of the war, the refufal of the fenate and 
people to acknowledge th^ir lawful prince, and 
the unworthy preference which they had given to 

«®5 Ennodius (p, 1659^1664.) has related this cmbaffy of Epi- 
phanius } and his narrative^ verbofe and turgid as it mufl appear^ 
illu(!nites Comt curious paiTages in the fall of the Weftern empire. 

P 4 * a ftranger^ 
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^xxxVr ^ ftrangcr'^\ The fricndfliip of the publk 
enemy might render Olybrius ftili more unpopu* 
lar to the Italians ; but when Ricimer meditated 
the ruin of the emperor Andiemius, he tempted 
with the oflFer of a diadem the candidate who 
could juftify his rebellion by an illuftrious name, 
and a royal alliance. The huiband of Flacidia, 
who, like mod of his anceftors, had been invefted 
with the confular dignity, might have continued 
to enjoy a fecure and fplendid fortune in the 
peaceful refidence pf Confhmtinople ; nor does 
he appear to have been tormented by fuch a 
genius, as cannot be amufed or occupied, unlefii 
by the adminiftration of an empire. Yet Oly- 
brius yielded to the importunities of his friends, 
perhaps of his wife; ra(hly plunged into the 
dangers and calamities of a civil war ; and, with 
the fecret connivance of the emperor Leo, ac- 
cepted the Italian purple, which was beftowed, 
and refumed, at the capricious will of a Barba* 
rian. He landed without obftacle (for Genferic 
was mafter of the fea) either at Ravenna or the 
port of Oftia, and. immediately proceeded to the 
camp of Ricimer, where be was received as the 
fovereign of the Weftern world '^^ 

red prifius Excerpt, Legation, p. 74.. Fiocopius He BelK VandiU 
l« i. c. 6, p. 191. Eudoxia and her dAUgbter were reftored after tlit 
death of Majoiian. Perhaps the cunfulihip of Olybrius ( A.D. 464.) 
W3S bellowed as a ouptial pcffent. 

*°7 The boftile appeaiance of Olybrius is fixed (notwithftamdipg 
the opinion of Pagi) by the duration of his reign. 1'he fecret con. 
nitance of Leo is acknowledged by Theo()haneSf and the Pafcbal 
Chronicle. We are ignorant of his motives ; but in this obfcurt 
period^ our ignorance extends to the moll public and important -fads. 

8 The 
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The patrician, who had extended his pofts ^ " ^ p, 
from the Anio to the Milvian bridge, already ^— -v-w 
pofiefTed two quarters of Rome, the Vatican and ^^^/^^ . 
the Jamculum<» which are feparated by the Tyber death of 
from the reft of the city '^^ j and it may be con- mki?*" 
je^tured, that an aflembly of feceding fenators a. 0.471, 
imkated, in the choice ofOIybrius, the forms of ^^"' 
a legal eleftion. But the body of the fenate and 
peq)le firmly adhered to the caufe of Anthemius ; 
snd the more effeftual fupport of a Gothic army 
ienabled him to prolong his reign, and the public 
diftrefs, by a refiftance of three months, which 
produced the concomitant evils of famine and 
peftilence. At length, Ricimer made a furious 
ai,flault on the bridge of Hadrian, or St. Angelo ; 
and the narrow pafs was defended with equal 
valour by the Goths, till the death of Gilimer 
tbeir leader. The viSorious troops breaWng 
down every barrier, rufhed with irrefiftible 
violence into the heart of the city, and Rome 
(if we may ufe the language of a contemporary 
Pope) was fubverted by the civil fury, of An- 
themius and Ricimer **'^ The unfortunate An- 
themius 



«o< of the fourteen rcgtona, or quarters, into which Rome wat 
iivided by Auguftus, only one, the Janiculum, lay on the TufQin 
6«te of the Tyber.' But, in the fifth century, the Vatican fuburb 
formed a confi.icrable cityj and in the ecclefiaftrcal di(iributiont 
which had been recently made by Simplicius, the reigning pope^ 
0m of the /even rcgtong, or pariflies of Romei depended on the 
cliurcb of St. i'eter. See Nardini Roma Antica, p. 67. It would 
require a tedious dilTertation to mark the circumftances, in which I 
tm intiined to depart from the topography of that learned Roman. 

»«t Ntiper Antbemii et Kicimeris civili furore fubv'erfa eft. Gela- 
(itts ta Epift. ftd Audromach, apud Bareo. At D. 496. N^ 4^* 

Sigonitti 
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^xxxvi!* ^^^•'^^^^ ^^ dragged from his concealment, and 

<^i->w— ^^ inhumanly maffacred by the command of his 

fon-in-law; who thus added a third, or perhaps 

a fourth emperor to the number of his vidims. 

The foldier$, who united the rage of factious 

citizens with the favage manners of Barbarians, 

were indulged, without controul, in the licence 

of rapine and murder : th^ crowd of flaves and 

plebeians, who were unconcerned in the event, 

could only gain by the indifcriminate pillage; and 

the face of the city exhibited the ftrange con** 

trail of ftern cruelty, and diflblute intempe** 

Death of ranee "^ Forty days after this calamitous event, 

Au'^'zL ^^^ fubjeft, not of glory, but of guilt, Italy was 

delivered, by a painful difeafe, from the tyrant 

Ricimer, who bequeathed the command of his 

army to his nephew Gundobald, one of the 

priflces of the Burgundians. In the fame year, 

all the principal adors in this great revolution, 

were removed from the ftage; and the whole 

and of reign of Olybrius, whofe death does not betray 

ca^a"!' any fymptoms of violence,, is included within the 

term of feven months. He left one daughter, the 

offspring of his marriage with Placidia ; and the 

family of the great Theodofius, tranfplanted from 

Sigonius (torn* i. I. xiy. de Occidentali Imperio, p. 541, 54.3.) and 
IVluiatori (Annaii d^Italia* torn. iv. p. 308, 309.), with the aid of« 
Uh imperfei6l MS. of thcLHiftoria Miicella, have iliuftratcd this dark 
;ird bipod y tranfa^ion. 

■>9 Such had been the fseva ac deformis urbe tota facies, jwhen 
Home was aflaulted and ftormed by the troops of Vcfpafian (fee 
Tacit. Hi(t. iii. $t» 83.); and every caufe of mifchief had fince ae* 
quired much additional energy. The revolution of ages may brin^ 
round the fame calamities ; but ages may revolve^ withowt produ* 
cii)g a Tacitus tti dtfciibe them. . - 

Spain 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ,^19 

Spain to Gonftantinople, was propagated in the ^xx3cia * 
female line as far as the eighth generation "'• ^ — /— 1/ 

Whilft the vacant throne of Italy was aban- J^J'^^^*^ 
doned to lawlefs Barbarians "'% the eleftion ofai Giycenus, 
new colleague was ferioufly agitated in the coun- 0?^^'^* 
cjl of Leo. The cmprefs Verina, ftudious to ^^'jy 
promote the greatnefs of her own family, had 471-14.75. 
married one of her nieces to Julius Nepos^ who 
fucceeded his uncle Marcellinus in the fore- 
reignty of Dalmatia, a more folid poiTefSon than 
the title which he was perfuaded to accept, of 
Emperor of the Weft. But the meafurcs of the 
Byzantine court Were fo languid and irrefolute^ 
that many months elapfed after the death of 
Anthemius, and even of Olybrius, before their 
deftined fuccefibr could (hew himfelf, with a re*» 
fpedable force, to his Italian fubjeds. During 
that interval, Glycerins, an obfcure foldier, was 
invefted with the purple by his patron Gundo- 
bald; but the Burgundian prince was unable, 
or unwilling, to fupport his nomination by a civil 
war: the purfuits of domeftic ambition recalled 
him beyond the Alps"', and his client was per* 

<ii See Ducange» Familise Byzantin. p. 74, 75. Areobindus» 
who appears to have married the niece of the emperor Juftinian> 
wAi the eighth defeendant of the elder TheodoHus. 

««» The laft revolutions of tlje Weftern empire are faintly marked 
in Thcophanes (p. xoz.), Jornandes (c, 45. p. 679. )» ^^^ Chronicle 
of Marcellinus, and the fragments of an anonymous writer, pub- 
liflied by Valefius at the end of Ammianus (p. 716, 717.). If Pho- 
tius had not been fo wretchedly concife, we iliould derive much in* 
formation from the contemporary hiflories of Malchus and Candi- 
dus. See hia Kxtrafls, p. 172 — 179. 

»M See Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c, 2S. in toiji. ii. p. 175. Dubos, 
Hift. Critique, torn, i. p. 613, By the murder, or dteath, of his two 
brothers, Gondobald acquired thp fole pofTeflion of the kingdom of 
Burgundy, whofe ruin was haOened by their difcord. 

mittcd 
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CHAP' mitted to exchange the Roman fceptre for th^ 
bifhopric of Salona. After extmguifliing fuch a 
competitor, , the emperor Nepos was acknow- 
ledged by . the fenate, by the Italians, and by 
the provincials of Gaul ; his moral virtues, and 
military talehts, were loudly celebrated } and 
thofe who derived any private benefit from his 
government, announced, in prophetic ftrains, 
the reftoration of the public felicity"*. Their 
hopes (if fuch hopes had been' entertained) were 
confounded within the term of a Angle year ; and 
the treaty of peace, which ceded Auvergne to 
the Vifigoths, is the only event of his ftiort and 
ii^lorious reign. The moft faithful fubjefts of 
Gaul were facrificed by the Italian emperor, to 
the hope of domcftic fccurity "' 5 but his repofc 
was foon invaded by a furious fedition of the 
Barbarian confederates, who, under the com- 
mand of Oreftes, their general, were in full 
march from Rome to Ravenna. Nepos trembled 
at their approach ; and, inftead of placing a jud 
confidence in the ftrength of Ravenna, be haftily 
efcaped to his fhips, and retired to his Dalma- 
tian principality, on the oppofite coaft of the 
Hadriatic. By this ihameful abdication^ he. 
protrafted hi& life about five years, in a very 

"4 Julius Nepos armis pariter fummus Aagiiftus ac monbut. 
STdonitts^ 1. v. ep« i6. p» 146. Ncpos had given to EccUcius the titJe 
of patrician y which Anthem ius had promiiedy decelTorfs Anthcmei 
fidem abfolvit. See !• viii. ep. 7. p« 124. 

»^ Epiphanius was Tent ambaflador from Nepos to the ViHgothSy 
lor the purpofe of afcertaining the fiut Imperii halm (Ennodius in 
Sirmond. rom. i. p. i665«'i669.). Hi » pathetic dircourfe con* 
cealed the difgraccful fecret, which foon exdted the jaft apd bitter 
complaints of the bifbop of Ckrmont. 

ambiguous 
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an^guous ftate, between an emperor and an 
cscile, till he was affafEnated at Salona by the 
ungrateful Glycerius, who was tranflated, per- 
haps as the reward of his crime, to the arch- 
biihopric of Milan "^ 

The. nations, who had afferted their independ- The i»tn. 
cnce after the death of Attila, were eftablifhed, «"ttOref- 
by the right of poffeffion or conqueft, in the A.D.47J. 
boundlefs countries to the north of the Danube; 
or in the Roman provinces between the river and 
the Alps. . But the braveft of their youth enlifted 
in the army of confederates^ who formed the de» 
fence and the terror of Italy *" ; and in this pro- 
mifcuous multitude, the names of the Heruli, the 
Scyrri, the Alani, the Turcilingi, and the Ru- 
gians, appear to have predominated. The ex- 
ample of thefe warriors was imitated by Oreftes "% 
the fon of TatuUus, and the father of the lafl: Ro- 
man canperqr of the Weft. Oreftes, who has been 
already mentioned in this hiftory, had never de- 
ferted his country. His birth and fortunes ren- 
dered him one of the moft iUuftrious fubjefls of 

"fi Malchus, apud Phot. p. 17a. Erinod. Epigram. 1. Ixxxii. in 
Strniond Oper. torn. i. p. 1879. S^me doubt may however be raided 
pa the identity of the emperor and the nrcbblfliop. 

"7 Our knowledge of thefe mercenaries, who fubverted t!»c 
Weftern empire, is derived from Procopius (de Bell, Gothico, I. i* 
)C^ i. p. 308,). The popular opinion, and the recent hidorians, repre- 
sent Odoacer in the falfe light c^i ■& firanger^ and a ib'ff^ , who invaded 
Jtaly with an army of foreigner?, his native fubjefls* 

»s Oreftes, qui eo tempore quando Attila ad Itatiam venit, (e illi 
junxit, et ejus notarius faflus fuerat* Anonym. Vatef. p. 716. lit 
is miftaken in the datej but we may credit his aHcrtion, that the . 
ftcretary of Atiil^ was the father of Auguftulus. 

Pannonisu 
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cH^A^p- Pannonia* When that provmce was ceded to tlie 
Viiii^v^ Huns, he entered into the fervice of Attila, his 
lawful foveretgn, obtsuned the office of his fecre* 
tary, and was repeatedly fent ambaflador to Con- 
ftantinople, to reprefent the perfon, and fignify 
the commands, of the imperious monarch. The 
death of that conqueror reftored him to his free* 
dom } and Oreftes might honoprably refufe either 
to follow the fons of Attila into the Scythian de« 
fert, or to obey the Oftrogoths, who had ufurped 
the dominion of Pannonia. He preferred the Ser- 
vice of the Italian princes, the fucc^flbrs of Va- 
lentinian; and, as he poiTefled the qualifications 
of courage, induftry, and experience, he advanced 
with rapid fteps in the military profeiTion, till he 
. was elevated, by the favour of Nepos himfelf, to 
the dignities of patrician, and mafter-general of 
the troops. Thefe troops had been long accuf- 
tomed to reverence the charafter and authority of 
Oreftes, who afFecked their maimers, converfed 
with them in their own language, and was inti- 
mately conneded with their national chieftains, 
by long habits of familiarity and friendfhip. At 
his folicitation they rofe in arms againft the ob- 
fcure Greek, who preliimed to claim their obe- 
dience ; and when Oreflcs, from feme fecret mo* 
tive, declined the purple, they confented, vvirh 
the fame facility, to acknowledge his fon Au- 
flis fon guftulus, as the emperor of the Weft. By the ab- 
Auguftu- dication of Nepos, Oreftes had now* attained ^he 
emperor of fummit of his ambitious hopes ; but he foon dif- 
AJk47^- ^^^^^^^^ before the end of the firft year,, that the 
dP kffons of perjury and ingratitude, which a rebel 

piuft 
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muft inculcate, will be retorted againft bimfelf ; ^xxxvf* 
and that the f)recarious fovereigti of Italy was only '^■^^■'-w 
permitted to chufe, whether he would be the ilive, 
of the Tiftitn, of his Batbarian mercenaries. The 
dangerous alliance of thefe ftrangers had op- 
preffed and inftilted the laft remains of Roman 
freedom and dignity. At each revolution, their 
pay and privileges were augmented ; but their in-^ 
folcnce increafed in a ftill more extravagant de- 
gree ; they envied the fortune of their brethren in 
Gaul, Spain, and Africa, whofe viftorious arms 
had acquired an independent and perpetual inherit- 
ance ; and they infifted on their peremptory de- 
mand, that a third part of the lands of Italy (hould 
be immediately divided among them. Oreftes, 
with a fpirit which, in another fituation, might 
be entitled to our efteem, chofe rather to en- 
cobnter the rage of an armed multitude, than td 
fubfcribe the ruin of an innocent people* He re- 
jelled the audacious demand ; and his refufal was 
favourable to the ambition of Odoacer ; a bold 
Barbarian, who afTured his fellow folijiets, that, 
if they dared to affoclate under his command, 
they might foon extort the juftice which had been 
denied to their dutiful petitions. From all the 
camps and garrifons of Italy, the tonfederates, 
aduated by the fame refentment and the fame 
hopes, impatiently flocked to the ftandard of this 
popular leader; and the unfortunate patrician, 
overwhelmed by the torrent, haftily retreated to 
the ftrong city of Pavia, the epifcopal feat of thq 
|iply Epiphanites. Pavia was immediately be^r .^^ 
13 fiegecj, 
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CHAP, (ieged, the fortificadcms were ftonned, the town 
y.^.^^'m^ was pillaged ; and although the bifliop might la- 
bour, with much zeal and fome fuccefs, to fare 
the property of the church, and the chaftity of fe- 
male captives, the tumult could only be appeafed 
by the execution of Oreftes "•. His brother Paul 
was flain in an a^ion near Ravenna ; and the 
helplefs Auguftulus, who could no lox^ger com- 
mand the refpeft, was reduced to implore the cle- 
mency, of Odoacer. 
Odoacer That fuccefsful Barbarbn was the fon of Ede- 

liaiy,** ^^^J ^ho^ in fome remarkable tranfadions, par- 
A.D. ticularly defcribed in a preceding chapter, had 
^ -•♦90* jjggj^ ^^g colleague of Oreftes himfelf. The ho- 
nour of an ambaifador fhould be exempt from fuC- 
picion ; and Edecon had liflened to a confpiracy 
againft the life of his fovereign. But this apparent 
guilt was expiated by his merit or repentance : his 
rank was eminent and confpicuous; he enjoyed 
the favour of Attila ; and the troops under his 
command, who guarded in their turn the royal 
village, confifted in a tribe of a Scyrri, his imme- 
diate and hereditary fubje£ts. In the revolt of the 
nations, they ftill adhered to the Huns ; and, 
more than twelve years afterwards, the name, of 
Edecon is honourably mentioned, in their unequal 
conteft with the Oftrogoths; which was termi. 
nated, after two bloody battles, by the defeat and 

■19 See Ennodius (In Vit. Epipban. Sirinond, torn. i. p. 1669, 
1670.) • He adds weight to the narrative of Procopius, tliough we 
inay^ doubt whether the devil actually coutriyed the fiege of Pavia, 
to didttck the bi&op and liis flock, 

w difpcr* 
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dif^erfion of the Scyrri ''\ Their gallant leader; xxxvL 
who did not furvive this national calamity^ jeft 
two fons, Onulf and Odoacer, to ftriiggle jfcrith 
adverfity, and to maintaiti as they liiight, by ra^ 
pine or fervice, the faithful followers of theif 
exile. Onulf direfted his fteps towards Conftan- 
tinople, where he fuUied, by the aflaffination of a 
generous benefaftor, the fame which he had ac- 
quired in arms. His brother Odoacer led a wan-' 
dering life among the Barbarians of Noricum^ 
with a mind and a fortune fuited to the moft 'def-* 
perate adventures ; and when he had fixed hia 
choice, he piouiy vifited the cell of Severinus^ 
the popular faint of the country, to folicit his ap- 
probation and bleffing. The lownefs of the dooif 
would not admit the lofty ftature of Odoaqer : he 
was obliged to ftoop ; but in that humble attitude 
the faint could difccrn the fymptoms of his future 
greatnefs ; and addrefling him in a prophetic 
tone, " Purfue" (faid he) " your defign ; pro- 
^'-ceed to Italy; you will foon caft away this 
*' coarfe garment of Ikins ; and your wealth will 
** be adequate to the liberality of your mind "'/' 

»» Jomandes, c. jj, 54* P- 691—695. M. de Buat (Hift. det 
Peuplcs dc I'Europe, torn. viii. p. aai— aaS.) has clearly explained 
the origin and adventures of Odoacer. I am almoft inclined to be* 
lieve that he was the fame who pillaged Angers, and commanded a 
fleet of Saxon pirates on the ocean. Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. 18. in 
tona. ii. p. 170. 

»« Vade ad Italiam, vade viliffimis nunc petlibits coopertis ! fed 
raultis cito.plurima largiturus. Anonym. VaJef. p* 717- He quotei 
the life of St. Severinus, which is extant,, and contains much un- 
known and valuable hiftory ; it was compofed by his difciple Eugip* 
plus (A. D. 5ii.)» thirty years after his death. Sec Tillemont, 
Mem.Ecclef. torn, xvi. p. i68-*i8i* 

Vol. Vr. Q The 
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1^, Qstrbstr^, Tirhc^e dai^ fyint ax:cq^ted. and 
n^fiefd. ^ pre4i^on» was admitted into the. ler- 
\iccS of thie Weftern empire, and foon obtained ap 
hpno]4rable i^t^k ia the. guards. Hjb manners 
w$^. gradually poljlhed, his militfi^ry iHiU was 
improved, and the confederates of Itj^y would 
ixot have elefted him for their general, unlefs the 
exploits of Odo^^er h^d eilablifhed^a high opinion 
of/bfs courage and capacity'". Their military 
acclamations f^Iut€;d him with the title of king; 
twt he, abftained, during his \yhole reign, from 
the ufe of the, purple and di?uiem "', left he fhpuld 
offend thofe^ princes, whofe fubj^eds, by their ac-. 
cidental mixture, had formed the vidoripus army 
ijy^bich time, and pplicy might infenfi)bly unite into 
arjgreat n^on^ 

. Royalty was familiar, to the Barbari^n^, and the 
fUbjpiffijVei people of Italy was. prepared to obey, 
wjlh<>ut 5^ iijurmur, the authority 'VYWch h?. fcpuld 
COi^defc^d to exercife as t^ie vicegerent of. tb^ 
emperor of the Weft, ftut Qdoacjer had refolyed 
to^ abolifli that ufelefs and expensive office; and 
fuch is the weight of antiq^ue prejudice;, that it re^. 
quired fome boldnefs and penetration to difcover 
the extreme facility of the enterpriife. The un- 
fortunate Auguftulus was madq the inftruipgnt of, 

* »v Thcophancii, vho calls, him a Goth, alHrnis, that h^ was 
'educated, nurfed {r^a^svToi)y in Italy (p. loa); and, as thi^ ^9i^S 
expre/Gon will Aut bear a literal interpretation, it mull be exjpj^i]^ 
h)' long fci^ice in the Imperial guards. 

. »*3 fJomen regis Odoacer afl'umpfit, cum tamen neque purpjura. 
n^pc re^libus uteretur infignihus. Cafliodpr^ in Chron. A, D. 4^^. 
He ieems to have aifumedth^ abftra^ title of a king,' without ap^, 
plymg it to any particular nation or country, , 

his 
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hi« otm* ^mce; hef %iMed' hir refignStioh to* c HA F. 
tlK felteite ; tod tilat dfltrftbly, in^ cHeif laft aft of ^ , 
obfe<H€to(5^ tb W Rcthan^ prince, ftUr aflfeflfed: t&e' 
fpMt of fiwdom, and thfe' fbrms of the cbnftitu-'' 
xMi. A!& e^ftie wasr adds^rifed', by i9idr tinani^ 
moti^ defcrce, to' the emperor Zeno^ the fon-iii* 
lair ^d ibcceflbr of fcdo ; \«5ior had lately bCteft 
reared, after a fliort rebefiion, to the Byzantme 
throfia They folcmnly <* difdanri the niceffity^ 
*• or even the -wife, of continuing any longer' tie 
** linpeiriai fucceffion in Italy j fince, in thehr opi« 
" nion, the majefty of a fole monarch is fufEcient 
** to pervade and proteft, at the Isone time, both 
** the Eaft and the Weft. In their ov;^ name, a^ 
" in the name of the people, they confent that 
** the feat of univerfal empire fhall be transferried'' 
" from Rome to Conftantinople ; and they baf^dy 
" renounce the right of chufing their mafter, mt 
" only veftige'that yet remained of the authority* 
** which had given lavrs to the world. The re* 
*^ public (they repeat that name without a blulh)r 
^* might fafely confide in the> civil and military 
** virtues of Odoacer ; and they hunjibly requeft, 
" that the emperor would inveft him with, the title 
*' of Patrician, and the adminiftration of the dio^ 
" cefe of Italy." The deputies of the fenate wefe 
received at Conftantinople with fome marks oT* 
difpleafure and indignation; and when they were' 
aidmitted to the audience of Zeno, he ftemly re* 
preached them with their treatment of the two* 
emperors, Anthemius and Nepos, whoia the Eaft 
had fuccefEvdy granted to the prayers of Italy* 
q^2 **The^ 
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CHAP ^«,The firft^ <coritiiiucd he) "you have mur- 
i ^ V " dcred ; the fecond. you have expelled i but the 
" fecond is ftill alive, and whilft he lives he is 
" your lawful fovcreign." ; But the prudent Zeno 
foon deferted the hopeIe£s caufe of his abdica^ted 
colleague. His vanity was gratified by the tkle 
of fole emperor, and by theftatues erefted to his 
honour in the feveral quarters of Rome; he en- 
tertained a friendly, though ambiguous, corr^- 
. fpondence .with the patrician Odoacer; Md he 
gratefully acqepted the Imperial «figns, the fa- 
cted ornaments of the throne and. p^ce, which 
the Barfjarlan was not unwilling to remove from 
the fight of the people '**. , 

i^slsba ^^ ^^^ ^P^^ ^^ twenty years fince the death of 

iiiihc4to Valentinian, nine emperors had. fucceffively dif- 
lan vUJa!" appeared ; and the fon of Oreftes, •a youth re- 
commended only by his beauty, would be the 
Icaft entitled to the notice of pofterity, if his 
reign, which was marked by the extindion otHit 
Koman empire in the Weft, did not leave a me- 
morable aera in the hiftory of mankind "*. The 
patrician Orefles had married the daughter of 
Count Roniulus^ of Petdvio, in Noricum : the 

»*♦ Makhws, whofe lofs excites our regret, has prcfenred (in Ex- 
cerpt. Legat. p. 93.) this extraordinary embafTy from the fenate to 
Zeno. The anonymous fragment (p. 7i7.)> and the extradt from 
C?4ndi<luS'(apttdPhot. p. 176.), are l<k€Mrife of foijae ufj?. 
•»»5 Thepreclfeyear in which iIk Weftern empire was extinguifli, 
ed, is not pofitively afcertained. The vulgar sera of A. D. 476, ap^ 
fears to have the f nfltori of authentic chronicles. But the tvro date$ 
afligned'by Jornandes (c. 46. p..68o.), would drlay thaj great evcrrt 
tQtheyear 479 rand though M. dc Buat has overlooked />/j evidence, 
he prodi^ces (torn. viii. p. 261 — 288 ) many collateral circumftances 
Sn fupport of the feme opinion. " 

name 
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• name of Augujius^, notwithftahding the JfcalduTy of ^^^^{ 
power, was known at Aquileia as a feiftiliar fiit- 
name; and the appellations of the two great 
founders, of the city, and of the iftoxlarchy, 
were th«« ftrangely united in the laft of their fuc- 
ceflbrs "^ The fon of Oreftes affiimed and dit 
graced the names of Romulus Auguftus ; but* the 
firft was corrupted into Momyllus, by the Greeks, 
and the fecbnd has been changed by the Latins 
into the contemptible diminutive Auguftulus. 
The life of this inoflFerifive youth was fparcd by 
the generous clemency ^f Odoacer; who dtfmif- 
fed him, with his whole fainily, from ^the Impe- 
rial palace, fixed his annual allowance at fin 
thoufand pieces of gold, and affigned die. caftle 
of LucuUus, in Campania, for the place of his 
exile or retirement"'. As foon as the 'Romans 
breathed from the toils of the Punic war, they 
were attrafted by the beauties and the pkafurcs 
of Campania; and the country-houfe of the 
i^lder Scipio at Litemum, exhibited, a lafting 

**^ See his medals in Ducange (Fam. Byzantin. p. Ii .), Prifcus 
(Excerpt. Legat. p. 56. Maffei Oflervazioni Lctteraric, torn. ii. 
p. 3 14O- We may allege a famous and fimilar cafe. 'The meaneft 
fubjedts of the Roman empire aflumed the iiluflrinus name of Patri^ 
duj, which, by the conyerfion of Ireland, has been communicated 
to a whole nation. 

■*T Ingrediens autem Ravennam depofuit Angwftulum dc regno, 
cujus ihfantiam mifertiis conceffit ci fanguinem j ct quia piilcher 
erat, tam.en donavit ei reditum fex millia folidos, et niifit euin intra 
Campaniam cum parentlbus fuis libcrc vivere. Anonym. Valcf. 
p. 716. Jornandes fays (c. 46. p. 680), in Lucullano C^ampaniae 
i:afte}l9 cxiliipcsna damnayit. 

<^3 . piodej 
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c|Af. mpddrf thdrmfUc fiinpllAy'^ Tfec 4c»doB« 
-ftores of the bay pf Naples n^ere <ci9wde4 w^ 
villas ; and Sylla appkudbd ^e maftorly A^l of 
bis rival, ytho had feated himfelf on tiie io% 
promontory of Mifenum, th^ !cpfiinim(i$i <9a 
every fide, the fe^ and land, a$ Saras theboiin- 
iJarics of the horizon '*?, Tlie viU» qf |49fiu$ 
was puFchafed, within a. ^ y^sifs, |iy |^ip\yiu«, 
and the price had incrfsifed ^iri two ihdui^d 
five hundred, to n^pre th(iA fpurfcctfe thou£|nd, 
pounds fterling '^^ |t w^ ^^Ptv^ t>y l^ ae^ 
proprietor with Greciap arts, and Afis^tic trea? 
fures ; and the houfes ^d gardens ot LucuUu3 
pbtamed a diillnguiihed ran^ ix^ die tift of Imi 
penal palaces *^^ Vfhtn the Y^df^s beqw^ 

MJ See the eloqueot Coriljimatiofi qf Scnccs (cpift. toxvi.)- 
The phiiofopher might havjc recolleiftcd that all luxtinf i* relative 5 
and that the ekler ^ipio> wbofe manners were pol»(hed by ftudy 
imdconverfation^ was himfelf accufc4 4)f tot yke t>y h|BLnid^999. 
j^poTiMrtes (LW jr» xxix. X9.). 

*»» Sylla, in the language of a foldier, praifed his feritla cajtra* 
metandi (Illo.. fifift. Natur. xvliu 7.). Phaedrus, who makc^ its 
|hady walks (lifta wridia) the fcepe o£ an infipid fafelc (ii. j.) has 
^us (^ipri)>f d the fiti|ation : 

Cas&r Tiberius quao^ petens Neapolim^ 
I la Mifenen£bm vfllam yenipt t fuam ; 

I Qua; quonte fummo poiua Luculli. fmi7H 

f rolpe^t ^tcuium et profpicit Tpfcum ^lare. 
>so From feyen myriads and a half to tv^ o hundred and fifty my- 
riads of drachma^. Yet even ixf fhe poi&fTion of Mari^, it ^nas a 
luxtfriout retirement. The Komana derided bis indqlepcc: they 
(bon bewailed bis a|$ivit^. See Fl^^arph, i^ AXario, ti)m« ii. 

M> Lucu)|ii4 had other vil]as of equal, though various, magnifi* 
cence, at Baix, Naples, Tufcului^i S&c. He boaUed that he 
(Changed his climate with the fiprks aind cranes. Plutarch, in Lq- 
Cull.tom«iii p*i93. 

formidable 
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fcrmidable to the fei<!oiSky Hit LtidiUSii vflte, ^^|^^- 
on the praihohtory of Mifeitik'ih, gradtidly af- 
ifumed the f^rength ahid ijppellatk)ii of a lth>n^ 

' c^lcj the obfctire retreat of the llill emperor of 
^e We{Lt About twenty years after that gi^cat 
i^olution^ it inras converted into In church and 
itebhiftery^ to reccTve the bones of St. Severihus. 

I Thiey fectirely repofed, amidft the brokeft tt6- 
phies of tlimbrie and Armenian viftories, tiH the 
tfegintiing of the tenth century j when the fortifi- 
eatibnis, which might afFdrd a dtogerous (heiter 
to the Sahicen&, Were daholifhed by the peoptis 
of Naples"'*. 

Odoacer -itas the fifft Barbariskti who reigned in 
Italy, over a people who had ohce af&rted their thcRo- 
juft fuperiority above th^ feft of mankind. The "^^"*»"^' 
difgrace 6f the Romans ftill tocitds bur refpeft- 
ful eompaffiojtt, and we fondly fympathife With the 
imagisiary grief aaid indignatidn of their degenerate 
poft^rity. But the cilaiiiitle^ of Itslf had grtl- 
dually futdiied dii prdUd confcioufnefe of- free- 
dom and gloty. In th^ ige df Roman virtue, 
the provinces were ftAjeS to Ae atms, and the 
citizens to the laws, of the republic ; till thofe 
laws were iiibverted by civii difcord, and boiii 

■i» SeTcritias died in Norirum, A. D. 4Sft. Spc years after- 
wards, Bis body, which fcattered miracles as it pafled, was tri^nf. 
^rted by Hi« d1icipJc« into luly The devotion of a Meapofitaa 
lafly invited t^e faint to the Lucullan villa, in the place of A.u- 
guftulusy who* was probably no more. See Baronius (Annal. Ec- 
clef. A. &. 496. A« 50, 51.) and* Tillemoiit (Mem, EccleL 
t6m. tvL p. I??— iSi.)> from the ofigiAal lijfe by Eugipius The 
mffraltv^ of the \sA migration of Severinus to Naples^ is likewife an 
AUtb^titic piece. 

0^4 the 
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^^AP. the dty aad the provinces becapic the fcrvifc 
^ -^ Jj IM-operty of a tyrant. The forms of the.conili- 
tution, V^ich alleviated or difguifed thdr abjeft 
flavery, yrerc aboliflied by time ar\d violence^ 
the Italians alternately lamented the prefence oh 
tifc abfencc of the fovercigns, whom they de- 
tcftcd or defpifpd ; and the fucceffion of five cenr 
turies inflifted the various evils of military li- 
cence, capricious defpotifm, ajid elaborate op- 
prcffion, During the fame period, the Barba* 
rians had emerged from obfcurity and contempt, 
^nd the warriors of Germany and Scythia were 
introduced into the provinpes, as the fervants, 
the allies, and at length the mafters, of the Ro- 
mans, whom they infulted or proteOied, The 
hatred of the p'eqple w^s fuppreifed by fear j they 
refpeded thg fpirit and fplendour of the martial 
chiefs wliQ were invefted with th^ honours of the 
empire; and the fate of Rome had long de- 
pende4 on the fword of thofe formidable ftran- 
gers. . The ftern Ricim^r, who trampled on the 
ruins of Italy, had exercifed the power, without 
affuming the title, of a king; and the patient 
Romans were infenfibly prepared to acknow- 
ledge the royalty of Odpacer and his Barbaric 
fucceflfors. 
Chawacr The King of Italy was not unworthy of the high 
pfOdoa- ftation to whjch his valour and fortune had ex- 
^^^l^go/ ^^^^^ him;- his favage manners were poliffied by 
^ the habits of cofiverfation ; and he refpedled, 

though a conqueror and a Barbarian, the inftitu- 
tjons, and even the prejudices, of hit fubjefts, 
? ' After 
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A£ter. an ioterval df fcven years, Odoacer reftored c h a p. 
the confulfliip of the.Weft. For himfelf, he mo^ ^^^^^• 
deftly, or proudly, ^declined an honour which was 
ftEil accepted by the emperors of the Eaftj but 
the curule chair was fucceffively filled by eleven 
of the moft illuftnoiis fenators'"; and the^Uft 
is adorned by the refpeSable name of Bafiliu9, 
whofe virtues claimed the frieodihip and grateful 
applaufe of Sidonius, his client ^^\ The laws of 
the emperors were ftridly enforced, ai^d* the 
civil adminifixation of Italy was ftill exercifed 
by the Praetorian praefed, and his fubordinate ot 
ficersr Odoacer devolved ' on the » Roman magi- 
ftrates the odious and oppreffive talk of colfeding^ 
the public revenue ; but he referved for himfelf 
the merit of feafonable and popular indulgence "*. 
like the reft of the Barbarians, he had been in- 
ftruded in the Arianherefy ; but he revered the 
monaftic'and epifcopal charailfers ; and' the filence 
of the Catholics attefts the toleration whidi they 
aijoyed. The peace of the city required the 

»3? The corjfu^ar Fafti may be found in Pagi or Muratori. Tlic 
confuls named by Odoacer, or perhaps by the Roman fenajc, a^p* 
pear to have been acknowledged in thp Eaftern empire. 

134 Sidonius Apollinaris (). i. epift. 9. p. 2%* edit Sirmond) has 
compared the two leading fenators of hi« time (A. D, 468.), GeiK 
nadius Avienus and Caccii^a BafiHus. Tq the former he af- 
figns the fpecious, to the latter the folid, virtues of pubHc and pri- 
vate life. A, Bafilius junior, poflibly his fon, was conful in the 
year 480. ^ 

. >35 Epiphanius interceded for the people of Pavia; and the king 
firft granted an indiJgence of five years, and afterwards relievc4 
them from the oppreffion of Pelagius, the Praetorian praefeift (Ea- 
podius, in yit, St. Epiphan. in Siimond, Oper. torn. i. p. X670. 

}I7V} ' 

interpofition 
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v_-y^y « Roitiall psialdffi the dtciefe Mifeh itfttiAMSd 
dm tkrgy from alksiidiig that iandss, wai Uld- 
ttiltel^ defighcd for the benfaiit of the peofA^ 
idiofe dcVottcMi wiEHiId h«ft been t&xed to r^^ak 
the liilafMbtioils tif th^ dwith '^^ iialy wds 
protedtd by th^ anm ci its cdnqiierbr; qudI fts 
iraittiers trere f dpea^d by the B^b»jatt$ bf Oaul 
tod Geniistoy, y^iho had fo Iniig itifuhed tlie 
feeble race of Theodofiue. Odoacer {^afled the 
Hadiiflidc, to clmftife tbe aifiaffins t>f the empettn- 
liepos^ and (i> acquire the maritiitie prdvbefe of 
Dalmada. He pafied the Alps, to rtfast the 
retlxajtis of Horicv^ from Faya, or Fde^u^, 
king of the Rugxara^ who faeM his r^daite 
beyond the Danube. The king was vanqmfli^d 
ki baitle^ afid led away prifonet; a numerous 
colony <tf ea{)ttYeS a]fid ftbjefb wa9 tianfflaotti 
Hito> baly ; sffid Roifw, after a lohg period df defeat 
and i^\ffm:ei tmg ht ckitn the trius^ of her B»- 
teriaifiMfter'''. 
MifcraWc Notwithftanding thp prudence and fuccefs of 
^^f Odozctt^ hi^ kiiigdom exhibited the fad pro- 
fpefl: of" miiery and defoktion. Since the age of 
TiberkES^ Che decay of agrieahtet had been fbk 

«?« See Kardnius, Arinal. £cclcf. A. 6. 483. N-^ 10—15. ^ixl^ 
' years afterwardis, the irregular proceedings of Bafilius were con- 
deiAncd by pope SymmachuS in a Roman lynod. 

>J7 Ihc wars of Odoacer are concisely mentioned by Patil flic 
ttracbti (de Gcft. Laftgobard. 1. i. c. 19. p. jsi- ^^ 6'rot.), and in 
t\i€ t^o Chronicles of Cafliodorfutf alid Cufpixriaw. The life of St. 
Sewfirtus, by fiugip?u6, whkh th^ CoiWt dt Aiat (Hilt, dfey Peo- 
p\t9, Ac: tbth. ^iii. c. I. 4. ^- 9*) hati dilfg«iltly ft^dfed, iHuftrates 
the ruin of Noricum and the 9avadaa antiquities. 
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jnitalf; »4 it iiv^ a jiift fubfaft o^ xS^Il 

^ Ufe of tli# Rcmw people dq>Aded ooL ths to* 
^cMierts of the wiwis ^nd waves •^. la tht ^m- 
^fim ^d Recline of the empire, the tiibut»|r har- 
.\sefts of Egypt aod Africa ware withdmw»; die 
iQlimberfi of th^ ifihiilitams continuaUy dimmiflmi 
wiih the owans of fubfiften^c ; and the couotry ww 
-^^aufted ty the irretrievable Ipffes of war, fe- 
W»c"% ^^ peftijence. St. Ambrctfe hs» depkorcd 
l^e ruia of a populovis diftrid, wfcieh had 1>ecn 
0B^ adoraed with the flpuriihing citi^ of 3(^gnai, 
IVTodena, Regium, and Placentia'^. Fope Oc- 
^m^ w;i$ a fubjeft of Odoacer, and he a£rms, 
with . ftrong exa^er^ion, that in iEmilia, Tuf- 
^smy^ 5^^ the adjacent provinces, the human fpe- 
iif s was almofl: extirpated '*'* The plebeians of 
JSlomc, who were fed by the hagid of th^^irtaiter, 
jp^ihed or difai^eare49 as foon $l$ his hberalky was 
f^ipjireffed ; the decline of the arts reduced the m- 
^pftrious mechanic %p idlene& and wwt.; and tbe 
f&aa^xs^ who might fujpport with patknce ^ 

'^ TTadt Annal. iii. 53. The Recherches fur rAdminiftralioa 
iit^T«r«sckeztes RomaifM (p. 351— 36i.>clepriy ftatc the progfcfi 
^ tfilcrn«l ddeay. 

r^9 A famuie, which afflicted Italy at the tinje of the irruption 
Df Odoaccr, king of the HeruK, is eloquently defcribed in profe and 
f ede, by a French poet (JUos MoU, tooiwii. p. 174. a«>6^. edit, ia 
jaino.)- I ani ignorant from whence he derives bis information; 
^pt I am weilt A^Tured tbat be relates ion^^ifts iIK^ofllpatibte with 
^he truth of hiftory. ' 

HP Sec the^xwxtii epiftte of $t. Amteofe, aa it i^qiAQted by Mu- 
yatori, fopra le Antidiitft italiane, tpmi iiDil&rt-Xxi. p. 354- 

>4' j£milia, Tufcia, cet«mi$que pi^kieie in q»ibii9- bamiiittm 
firope Buliutc exfiftit. <3«1allu»« Epift. ad- AiKiromac^i»» a^. Bavo^ 
fji/^, Aai»1. ^leC A« D« 49^. N"" ^6« 

ruin 
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CHAP, nnn of their country, bewaaed their private I<ri$ 
of wealth and luxury. One third' of thofe amplfe 
eftattes, to which the ruin of Italy is originally im- 
puted'**, was extorted for the ufe of the con- 
querors. Injuries were aggravated by infults-; 
the fenfe of adual fufierings wad em^ttered -by 
the fear of more dreadful evils ; and as new lands 
were allotted to new fwarms of Barbarians, each 
fenator wa& apprehenfive left the arbitrary fur- 
veyors fliould approach his favourite villa, or 
his moft profitable farm. The leaft ^nfortunate 
were thofe who fubmitted without a murmur to 
the power which it was impoflible to refift. Since 
they defired to live, they owed fome gratitude to 
the tyrant who had fpared their lives ; and fince 
he was the abfolute mafter of their fortunes, the 
portion which he left muft be accepted as his pure 
and voluntary gift **'. The diftrefs of Italy was 
mitigated by the prudence and Humanity of Odo- 
acer, who hadbound himfelf, at the price of his 
elevation, to fatisfy the demands of a licentious and 
turbulent multitude. The kings of the Barbarians 
.were frequently refifted, depofed, or miudered, 
by thdr nati'ue fubjefts; and the various bands 
of Italian mercenaries, who affpci^ted under th^ 
.flandard of an eleftive general, claimed a larger 

. H» Verumque confitentibus, iatlfundia perdidere Italiam, Plin. 
Hift. Natur. xviii. 7. 

- « tJ Such are the topics of confolation, or rather of patience, which 
Cicero (ad FamiHarcs, lib. ix. epift. 17.) fuggeds to his frienJ Pa- 
pirius Paetus, under the military defpotifni of Csefar. The argu- 
ment, however, of '• vivere pulcherrimum dnxi," is more forcibly 
addrelTed to a Roman philofdphcr, who poffcficd the free altema-* 
live pf life or death. 

privilege 
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privilege of freedom and rapine, A monarchy defti- c H A P. 
t\|te of national union, and hereditary right, haftened 
to its diffolution. After a reign of fourteen years, 
Odoacer was oppreffed by the fuperior genius of 
Th^odoric, king oftbife Qftrogoths; a4iero alike ex- 
cellent in the aits of war.and of government, who 
redored an age cf. pea^e and profpcrity, and whofe 
name ftill excites and deferves . the attention of 
mankind. 
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CHAP, xncvit 

Oingifij fro^efs^ and£g^^if4b^ Mtmqftit L^ — 
Cmverftat^ cf the Bark»fvms^44 Cl^iftiamiy and 
Ariai^fm.^^Peffmaion ff tbi Vandals in Afnica. 
^^HtUt^t^n €f Ariamfm amw^ the Barkariam. 

^p H E indiflbluble coniie£Uon of civil and ec- 

cieflaftical affairs^ has compelled and en« 
couraged me, to relate the progreTs, the perfecu- 
tions, the eftablifhmeat, the divifions, the final 
triumph, and the gradual corruption of Chrif- 
tianity. I have purpofely delayed the confideration 
of two religious events, interefting in the ftudy of 
human nature, and important in the decline and 
fell of the Roman empire, I. The infthution of 
the montaftic life ' ; and, II. The converfioa of the 
northern Barbarians. 

L Profperity and peace introduced the diftinc- 
tion of the vulgar and the Afatic Cbrijiians\ 
The loofe and imperfect pradkice of religion la- 

1 The origin of the monaftic inftitirtion has been laborioufly dif- 
cufled by Thomafin (Difciplinc de VEglife, tofn. i. p. 1419—1416.) 
and Hclyot (Hift. dci OrdresMonaftiqves, torn. i. p. 1—66.). Thcfc 
EUthorB are very learned and tolerably honeft, and their difference 
of opinion fhewi the fubjeA in its full extent. Yet the cautious 
Proteftant, whodiftrufts flwypopifti guides, may confult the feventh 
book of Bingham's Chriftian Antiquities. 

* Sec Eufeb. Dcmonftrat. Evangel. (1. i. p. ao, ii, edit. Gr«c. 
Rob. Stephani, Paris, 1545). In his Ecclefiaftical Hiftbry, pnb- 
lifticd twelve years after the IXeroonftration, Eufebius (Uii* c. X7-) 
sflerti the Chrifllanity of thtr Therap6ata ; bat be appears igBorasty 
that a fimilar inftitution was a^iualiy revived In Egypt 

n tisfied 
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^f&e^ the confcicnce of Ae muldfude. Thn x^^^: 
prince or iRpgiftrate, tjie fbJidkr or merchaaiv »« 
con^iled tl^^ ferveiK ?Q<^ ^nd implicit £ttl]k» 
wifb tji^ exerjcife of their ^<?fefl|piij t]^ J^ri^ 
of. t}^, iutereft, aad the indulgence of^ tiv^i^ psi,(i 
fioAs: bitf t]be A&etics, inrho obeyed a|i4. stli);^ 
the ngld precepts of tbe^ gofpel» >^er:e^ in^ired* 
by the favage enthufi^ifii), whkb rqpr^qgits mi^ 
as a cxiiuinal, and Qpd aa a tyrant. They £e« 
riouily venouiiced the bufinefis, and. the plea^rqs, 
of the age ; abjured the ufe of wii^e, of fie0i, aind; 
of m^pngg^ ; chaftifed their body^ mortified their 
a&dipns, and exnbr^c^ a fife of Inifery, as the 
]J)rice (rf eternal happinefs. In the reign of Con^ 
ftantijaey the Afcetics. fled frooi a profane* and de** 
generajte world, to perpetual folitude^ or reli- 
^us fociety* Lik(^ the fii^ft ChriftianS: of Jearu-* 
falero^, they refigned the ufe, or the property^ 
pf their temporal pgfleffipns j eft^bUihed regu,!^ 
communities of the fame fex, and a fimilar dif- 
ppfition ; and aiTumed the names of Hirmts^ 
Monksy and Anachorets^ cxpreflive of their lonely 
retreat in a natural or artificial defert. They, 
foon acquired the refped of the world, which 
they defpifed $ ai^d the- Ipudeil applauie was be- 
ftowed on this Divine Philosophy.*, whi!di> fuiw 

paffi^d;^ 

] C.afl>*^ (Colla^rxvyi. s.) c^imatlu&pjJJg^ for th^.inJftitutioi^. 
oCjthjeCiew^/, which gradually a€ca,yc4X»li it w^rcHqrc^by An^' 
tbo&y and hi^s diicipks* ^ 

ip^hofft^icu Thcfc arc the exprcffive words of Soz#in«n, wlv> co- 
piouUy and agreeably. d<fcrib« <!. L c* U9i3»<40 the origin and 

progTcfo 
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^^^-P- paiIed,.T)radiout the aid of fdence of rszhn^ the 
laborious virtues of the Grecian fchook. The 
mohks might indeed contend with the Stoics, in 
the ccmtempt of fortune, of pain, and of death : 
the Pythagorean filence and fubmiffion were re^ 
vived in their fervile difcipline ; and they dif- 
dained, as firmly as the Cynics themfelves, all 
the forms and decencies of civil fociety. But the 
votaries of this Divine Philofophy afpired to imi- 
tate a purer and more perfeft model. They trod 
in the footfteps of the prophets, who had retired 
to the defert * ; and they reftored the devout and 
contemplative life, which had been inftituted by 
the Effenians, in Paleftine and Egypt. The phi- 
lofophic eye of Pliny had furveyed with aflonifh- 
ment a folitary people, who dwelt among the 
palm- trees near th6 Dead Sea ; who fubfifted 
without money,' who were propagated without 
women ; and wh» derived from the difguft and 

progref8 of this monkifh philofophy (Sec Suiccr. ThcCiur. EcclcL 
tbai. ii. p. 1441.)- Some modern writen-, Lipfuis (torn. iv. P.44S. 
Manuda<a. ad Philolbph. Stoic, iii. 13.), andLaMothele Vayer 
(torn, ix.de la Vert u dcs Pay ens, p.*i8— i6j6.)> *^«ve caxDpared 
the Carmelites to. the Pythagoreans, and the Cynics to the Ca- 
puchins. 

i The Carmelites derive their pedigree, in regular faccefiion, 
frdm the prophet Elijah (fee the Thefes of Bcziers, A. D. i68i. in 
]^yle'8 Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettrcs, Oeuvres, torn. i. 
p. 82, &c. and the prolix irony of the Ordres Monaftiqucs, an 
anonymous work, torn. i. p. i— 433» Berlin, x75i-)« Rome, 
and the inquifitiop of Spajn, filenccd the profane criticifm of- the 
Jefuits of Flanders. (Helyot, Hift. dcs Ordres Monaftrques, torn. 
i. p, »8a— 300), and the (latue of Elijah, the Carmelite, has been 
creacd in the church of St. Peter (Voyages da P. Labat, torn-, iii, 

repentance 
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repentance of marikind, a perpetual fupply' of'C'^^ APr^ 
voluntary affociates *. . ,_j ^ -^^ 

Egypt, the fruitful parent of fuperftition, af. ''^"{^"y 
forded the firft example of the monaftic life. ^ monks of 
Antony \ an illiterate * youth of the lower parts a! d! 3o<. 
of Thebais, diftributed his patrimony % deferted 
his family and native home, and executed his 
mondjiic penance with original and intrepid filna* 
ticifm. After a long and painful noviciate, 
among the tombs, and in a ruined tower, hef 
boldly advanced into the defert three days jour- 
ney to the eaftward of the Nile ; difcovered a 



6 Piin, Hift. Natur v. 15. Gens fola, ct in toto^ orbe prater 
ceteras mira, fine ulla remina, omni vtnere abdicata, fine pecuniae 
focia palmarum. ita ptr leculorwm millia (incredibile dii^tii) gtns 
seterna eft in qua nemo nafcitur. Tarn fcecunda illis aliorum vitae 
poenitt nt.a eft. He places them juft beyond the noxious influence 
of th^ lake, and names Engaddi and Mafada as the neaieft towns. 
T he Laura, and monaftery of St. Sabas, could not be far diftant 
from this place. -See Reland. Paleftln. torn, i, p. ^95. torn. ir. 
p. 763. 874. 880. ?9o. 

7 See AthanaC Op torn, ii p. 450—505. and the Vit. Patrum, 
p %(. — 74. with Tlofweydc's Annotations. The former is the 
Greek original ; the latter a very ancient Latin verfidn by Evli- 
jjrius, the Friend of St. Jerom. 

8 £^st.iA.yuLTa ff,n fjuxbut «i« rv««r;3^eTo. Athsnaf. totn. ii. in Vit. St, 
Anton, p 45a. ; and the aflertion of his total ignorance has been 
received by many of the ancients and moderns. But T^lemor^t 
(Mem. Ecclef. torn. vii. p. 666.) ihews, by fome probable argu- 
ments, that Antony could read and write in the Coptic, his native 
tongue ; and that he was only a ftranger to the Greei letters. Th^ 
philofopher Syncfius (p. 51.) acknowledges, that the natural gcr 
nius of Antony did not require the aid of learning. 

9 Arura autem erant ei trecentae uberes, et valde optimae (Vit. 
Pair. 1., i. p. 36 )• If the Arurm be a fquare meafure of an hundrei 
Egyptian cubits (Rofwcyde, Onomafticon ad Vit. Patrum, p. ior^, 
1015.), and the Egyptian cubit of all ages be equal to twenty-two 
Engl fh inches (Graves, vol. j. p. »33.), the arura vr\\\ confift 

of about three quarters of an Engli'fh acre* 

Vol, VI. R lonely 
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CHA?. lonely fpat, which poffeflfed the advantages of 
s,„0^s^m^ fhadc and water, and fixed his laft refidence on 
mount Colzim near the Red S^a ; where an an- 
cient monaftcry ftill preferves the name and mc- 
taory of the faint *\. The- cnrioiis devotion of 
the Chriftians purfucd him to the defert; and 
when he was obliged to appear at Alessandria, in 
>the fece of mankind, he fupported his fame with 
difcretion aid dignity. He ei^ycd the friend- 
fhip of Adianafius, whofe doftrine he approved ; 
and the Egyptian peafanl refpedftilly declined a 
refpedful invitation from the emperor Conftan- 
A. D. tine. The venerable patriarch (for Antony at- 
*5i— 356. tained the age of one hundred and five years) 
beheld the numerous progeny which had been 
formed by his example and his leflbns. The 
prolific colonies of nionks multiplied with rapid 
increafe on ifhe fands of Libya, upon the rocks 
of Thebais, ?ind iii the cities of the Nile. To 
the fouth of Alexandria, the mountain, and ad- 
jacent defert^ of Nitria, were peopled by five 
ihoufand anachorets ; and the traveller may 
(till inveftigate the ruins of fifty monaft'eries, 
which were planted in, that barren foil by the 
difciples of Antony *-'. In the Upper Thcbais, 

*« The deftrlption of the monaftcry is givtn by Jerom (torn. i. 
jp. 448, 449. in Vit. Hiiaribn), and the P. Sicard (Millions dn Le- 
vant, torn. V. p. 121 — 200.). Therr accounts cannot always be re- 
conciled : the father painted from his fancy, and the Jcfiiit from 
h\G experience. 
*» Jerom, torn. i. p. 14.6. at^ fiuftochhim. Hift/Laiafiac. c. 7. 
m Vit. Patruiii,'p, 711. The P. Sicard (rrrHions du Levant, 
torn. it. p. a9«-*79.) vifited, and has defcribed, this defert, which 
now contains four monaft cries, and twenty or thirty monks. Sec 
D'AnviUcj Dcfcription de TEgypte, p. 24. 
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ijie vacant Ifland of Tabenne " was occupied 1>y ^^^jf; 
Pachomitts, and fourteen hundred of his bre- 
thren. That holy abbot fucceflively founded nin^ 
moai^eries of men, aad one of women; and the 
feftiyal <rf Eafter fometimes coUeded fifty thou- 
fmdi rfi%ious perfons, who followed his angelic 
rule of difcipUne'^ The ftately and populous 
city of Oxyrinchus, the feat of Chriftian ortho- 
doxy, bad devoted the temples, the public edi- 
£ce$9 and even the rampiarts, to pious and cha- 
ritable ufeg; and the bifliop who might preach 
px twelve churches, computed ten thoufand fc- 
;males, and twenty thoufand males, of the mo- 
naftic profeffion'*. The Egyptians, who glo* 
ried in this marvellous revolution, were difpofed 
to hope, and to believe, that the number of the 
moiiks was equal to the remainder of the 
people '^; .and pofterity might repeat the faying, 
which 1^4 formerly been applied to the facred 

w Tal^enne'.ia a fmall iflandin tkeNile, in thediDcefeofTcH* 
tyra or^cndera, between the modern town pf Girge and the ruins 
^ ancJ^nt Tfiebcs (D'Anville, p. 194.)- M. de TiUemont doubtf 
whether it was an iOe; but 1 may conclude, frqm his own faftf, 
that the primitive namewa.safterwards transferred to the great mc 
naftery of Bau or Pabau (Mem. Ecclcf. torn. vii. p. 6^Z, 688.) 

«J See in* the Codex Regularum (pnbliflied by Lucas Holftenius, 
Rome, 1 66 1.) a preface of St. Jerom to his Latin vcrfion of the Rule 
•f Pachomius, tom.i. p. 61. 

M- Rufin. c.'5. in Vit. Patrum, p. 459. He calls it, civitas am* 
pla valde et popplofa, and reckons twelve churches. Strabo 
(1. xvii. p.Ti>6. and Ammianus (xxii. 16.) have made honou»-*. 
able mention of Oxyrinchus, whofe inhabitants adored a fmall fiib 
in a magnificent temple. 

" Quanti populi habentur in urbibus, tanta p«&e habentur in 
defertis multitudines monachorum. Rufin. c. 7. in Vit. Patmm, 
^. .4ix« He congratulates the fortunate change. 

R ^ animali 
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afdinals of the fame country, That, in Egypt, it 
was lefs difficult to find a god, than a man. 

Athanafius introduced into Rome the know- 
ledge and pradice of the monaftic life; and a 
fchool of this new philofophy was opened by the 
difciples of Antony, who accompanied their pri- 
mate to the holy threfliold of the Vatican, The 
Urange and favage appearance of thefe Egyptians 
excited, at firft, horror and ccoitempt, and, at length, 
applaufe and zealous imitation. The fenators^ 
and more efpecially the matrons, transformed 
their palaces and villas into religious houfes; 
and the nan-ow inftitution of Jix Veftals, was 
«clipfed by the fi*equent monafteries, which were 
feated on the rui -is of ancient temples, and in the 
raidft of the Roman Forum '\ Inflamed by the 
example of Antony, a Syrian youth, whofe name 
was Hilarion *% fixed his dreary abode on a fandy 
beach, between the lea and amorafs, about- feven 
iniles from Gaza. The auftere penance, in which 
he perfifted forty-eight years, diffufed a firiiilar 
enthufiafm ; and the holy man was followed by a 
train of fwb or three thoufand anachorets, when- 
ever ht vifited the innumerable monafteries of Pa- 
leftint* The feme of Bafil ** is immortal in the 

monaftic 



'"^ 7 he mtroduction of the tnopaftic'Iifc into Rotnie and Italy, is 
o^cadonally nientioited by Jerom (torn, i p« 119, lao. i990- 

«7 See the )»fc of Hilarion, by St. Jerom (torn. r. p. »4i. ^s^*)* 
The ftories of Paul, Hilarion, and Malchus, by the fame authorj 
are admir<tbly told \ and the only defect of thefe plcafing compo- 
fUions is the want of triitli and common fenfe. 

''^ His original retreat was in a fmall village on.the banks-of the 
Iris, i^ot far from J^eo-Cxfarea. The ten or twelve years of his 

xnonaftic 
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racHlaftic hiftory of the Eaft. With a mind, that %^^f{ 
had tafted the learning and eloquence of Athens ; o^v-^ 
with an ambition, fcarcely to be fatisfied by the 
archbifhopric of Caefarea, Bafil retired to a fa- 
vagc folitude in Pontus ; and deigned, for a while, 
to give laws to the fpiritual colonies which he pro- 
fufely fcattered along the coaft of the Black Sea; 
In the Weft, Martin of Tours '% afoldier, an Mnrtinin 
hemut, a biihop, and a faint, eftablifhed the a..d'37o. 
monafteries of Gaul ; two thoufand of his dif- 
ciples followed him to the grave ; aiid his elo- 
quent hiftorian challenges the defers of Thebais, 
to produce, in a more favourable climate, a 
champion of equal virtue. The progrefs of the 
monks was not lefs rapid, or univerfal, than that 
of Chriftianity itfelf. Every province, and, at 
laft, every city, of the empire, was filled with 
their increafing multitu<les; and the bleak and 
barren ifles, from Lerins to Lipari, that arife out 
of the Tufcan fca, were chofen by the anachorets, , 
for the place of their voluntary exile. An eafy 
and perpetual intercoujfe by fea and land con- 
ne£led the provinces of the Roman world ; and 
the life of Hilarion difplays the facility mth 
which an indigent hermit, of Paleftine might tra- 



monaftic lifie were difViirbcd by lo"g and frequent avocations. 
Some Qiitics have difputed the authenticity oF his Afcetic rules ; but 
the external evidence is weighty, and they can only prove that it is 
the work of a real or affedled enthufiaft. Sec Tillemont, Mem. 
Ecclef. torn. ix. p. 636 — 64+. Helyot, Hift. des Ordrcs Mohaf- 
tique,s, torn. i. p. 175 — i8i. 

19 See his Life, and the Three Ejialogues by Sulpicivs Sevenis, 
jvho aflcrts (Dialog, i. 16.), that the bookfellers of Rome were de- 
lighted. ]W'ith the quigk and ready fale of his popular work. 

R 3 verfe 
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C HAF. tfcrfe £gypt, embark for Sicily, fefcape to K^mis, 
^^^^"- and finally fettle ifi the iflahd of Cyprus *^ the 
Latin Chriftians embraced the religious ihftitu- 
dons of Rome, The pilgrims, who viiited jeriift- 
lem, eagerly copied,* in the mod diftant climatfes of 
the ^arth, the faithful model of the monaftic life. 
The difciples of Antony fpread themfelves be- 
yond the tropic, over the Chriftian empire of 
JEthiopia*'. The. monaftery of Banchor", in 
Flintfhire, which contained above two thoufand 
brethren, dHperfed a nunierous colony among 
the Barbarians of Ireland *^ ; and lona, one of 
the Hebrides, which was planted by the Irifh 
monks, diffufed ' over the northern regions a 
(loubtful ray of fcience ^d fuperftition **, 

Thefe 

,*• When Hilarion failed from Par»toniuni to Cape Pacbynu^, he 
offered to pay his paflage with a book of the Gofpels. Pofthumian, 
51 Gallic monk, who had vifited Egypt, found a mierchant-fhip 
bound from Alexandria to Marfeilles, and performed the- voyage in 
thirty days (Sijlp. Sever. Dialog, i. i). Athanafius, Who addrefled 
his Life of St. Antony to the foreign monks, was obliged to haftcn 
the compofition, that it fii^ght c ready for the faihng of tSe fleets 
(torn. ii. p. 45i0- 

*» 5ec Jerom (torn. i. p. Ta6.), Aflematnw, Bibliot. Orient, 
torn, iv, p. 92. p. 857—919. and Geddes, Church E(iftory cf .3)thJo- 
pia, p. %<)\ 30> 3>- The Abyfflnian monks adhere very dri^ly tQ 
the primitive inftitution. 

** Cambden's Britannia, vol. i. p. 666, 667. 

*3 AH that learning can extract from the rubbifh of the dark ages 
is copioufly ftated by Archbishop Ufhcr, in his BritannicarumEcclc- 
garum Antiquitates,cap. xvi. p. 425—503. 

H This fmall though not barren fpot, lona, Hy, or Coliinib. 
Jtillji only two miles in length, and one mile in breadth, has been 
diftinguifhed, j. By the monaftery of St. Columba, founded A. D. 
^66;. whofe abbot exercifed an extraordinary jurifdiarion over the 
brfhops of Caledonia. a.By ar/^r library, which afforded fomc 
bop^» Qf >n (BAtifC Livy J and, ^, By the totabs Of flxty kings, 

gcqts, 
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Thrffe unhappy exiles from fecial life,* were im- SJl^f* 
pelled by the dark and implacable genius of fu- v^^^^v^ 
perftition. Their mutual refolution was fiipi- ^^ "apld^ 
ported by the example of millions, of either fex, progrcfi. 
of jwrery age, and of every rank ; and each pro- 
felyte, who entered the gates of a monaftery, was 
perfiiaded, that he trod the fteep and thorny 
path of eternal happinefs *\ But the operation, of 
thefe reUgiou5 motives was varioufly deterii>ined 
by the temper and fituation of mankind. Reafon. 
might fuhdue, or paffion might fujpejid, their in- 
fluence: but they afted moll forcibly on the in« 
firm minds of children and females ; they were 
ftrer^thetied by fecret remorfe, or acci4ental mif- 
fortui^c ; and they might derive fame aid from the 
temporal cojofiderations of vanity or intereft. It 
was nat^urally fuppofed that the pious and hum- 
ble mpn^ks, who had renounced- the world, to ac- 
complilh the work of their falvation, were the beft 
qualified fpr the fpiritual government of the 
Chriftians. The reluftant hermit was torn from 
bis rfell, and feated, amidft the acclamations of 
the people, on the epifcopal throne : the mona- 

Scots, Irlfti, and Norwegians; who repofed in ho^ ?i"ound. Sec 
Ufliicr (p.3ii. 360— 57oO> and Buchanan (Rer. Scot. l.ii. p. 15^ 
edit. Ruddiman). 

^ Chryfoftom (in the firft tome of the Benedidline edition) has 
confecrated three books to the pniife and defence of the monadic 
life. He is encouraged, by the example of the ark, to prefnme, that 
none but the ele<^t (the monks) can poflibly be faved (1. i. p. 55, 
56.)- Elfewhere indeed he becomes more merciful (1. iii. p. 83, 
JJ4.), and allows different degrees of glory, like, the fun, moon, and 
ftars. In this lively -comparifon of a king and a monk (1. iii. 
p. 1 16—121), he fuppofes (what is hardly fair) that the king will be 
more fparingly rewarded, and more rigoroufly puniflied. 

' R 4 fterict . 
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xxxvif' ^^^^ ^^ EgyP^ o^ Gaul, and of ±e Eaft, fup- 
plied a regular fucceffion of faints and bifliops ; 
and ambition foon difcovered the. feciet road 
ivhich led to the poffeffion of weakh and ho- 
nours'*. The popular monks, whofe xeputatioii 
was connefted viiih the fame and iuccefs of the 
order, affiduoufly laboured to multiply the num • 
ber of their fellow-captives. They inlinuated 
themfclves into noble and opulent families; and 
the fpecipus arts of flattery and fedudion were 
employed to fecure thofe profelytes, who might 
beftow wealth or dignity on the monaftic profef- 
lion. The indignant father bewailed the lofs, 
perhaps, of an only fon *^ ; the credulous maid 
was betrayed by vanity to violate the laws of na- 
ture; and the matron afpired to imaginary per- 
fedion, by renouncing the virtues of domeftic 
life. Paula yielded to the periuafive eloquence 
of Jerom**; and the profane title of mother-in- 
law of God *% tempted that illuftrious widow, to 

a* Thomafin (Dtfcipline d'Eglifc, torn. i. p. 14*6 — 1469?), and 

Mabillon (OeuvrcsPofthumes, torn. ii. p. njrrJjS ). The monks 
verc gradually adopted as a part of the eccIeHaftital hierarchy. 

17 Dr. Middleton (vol. i. p. no.) liberally cenfurcs the conduft 
and writings of Chryfollom, one of the molt eloquent and fuccefsful 
'advocates for the monaHlc Hie- ^ 

i8 Jerom's devout ladies form a very coi^fiderable portion of his 
works: t' ir prt r tic i liar ireatife, which ht ftslcs the Epitaph of Paula 
;i(;i|i.i. p i6«;— 19:,.), is an elaborate and extravagant pane;iync. 
'i he exordium is ridiculoufly turg'd : ** If all the members o: my 
*' Lut.y \vt rtr chan-ed into tongue. , and if all my limbs refoundtd 
'• With a human v<-ice, yet Hiould I be incapable," &c. 

•/ i^ticru^ Dei eile coepifli (Jerom, tom, i. p. 140, ad Euftochtum). 
puriuus (in Ilitroiiym. Op. tom iv. p. 22>) who was juftly fcan- 
d.iiiz.\!,aJks his udverfiry. From what Pagnn poet he had flolen an 
cxprt'i'fion lb impimri and abfurd f 

confecrate 
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confecrate the virginity of her daughter Eufto* xx3^* 
chium. By the advice, and in the company, ,of ' 
her fpiritual guide, Paula abandoned Rome and 
her infant fon ; retired to the holy village of Beth- 
lem; founded an hofpital and four monafleriesj 
and acquired, by her alms and penance, an 
eminent and confpicuous ftation in the Catholic 
church. Such rare and illuftrious penitents were 
celebrated as the glory and example of their age ; 
but the monafteries were filled by a crowd of oh- 
fcure and abjed plebeians ^% who gained in the 
cloyfter much more than they had facrificed in 
the world. Peafants, flaves, and mechanics, 
might efcape from poverty and contempt, to a 
fafe and honorable profefEon; whofe apparent 
hardfhips were mitigated by cuftom, by popular 
applaufe, and by the fecret relaxation of dif- 
cipline '*. The fubjeds of Rome, whofe perfons 
and fortunes were made refponfible for unequal 
and exorbitant tributes, retired from the oppref- 
fion of the Imperial government ; and the pufil- 
lanimous youth preferred the penance of a mo- 
naftic, to the dangers of a military, life. The 

1° Nunc autem vcn'mnt pkrumque ad banc profcffionem fcnritutid . 
Dei, et ex conditione fcrvili, vel ctiam libjerati, vel propter hoc a 
Dominis liberati five liberandi i et ex vita nifticana, ct ex opifi- 
cum excrcitatione, et plcbeio labore- Aiiguftin. de Oper. Monach. 
c. »a- ap Thomalfin, Difcipline de TEglife, torn. iii. p 1094. The 
Egyptian, who blamed Arfenius, owned that he led a more com- 
fortable life as a monk, than as a (hepherd. See TiUemont, Mem. 
Ecclcf. tom. xiv. p. 679. 

3« A Dominican fiiar (Voyages du P, Labat, tom. 1. p. io.)> 
who Icxiged at Cadiz in a convent of his brethren, foou undcrftood, 
that their repofe was never interrupted by nodurnal devotion ; 
«* quoiquo'n nc laiflc pas de fonner pour redification du p«uple.'* 
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afi«%litcd provincials, of every rank, who £edr be- 
fore the 9^rt)arians, found ihelter and fubfiUciiiie ; 
whole legions were buried in theib religiniis fanc- 
tusHies ; and the fame caufe, which it^Cked the 
diftrefs of individuals, impjured the ilrength and 
fortitude of the empire ^'. 

The monaftic profeflion of the ancients ** was 
jan aft of voluntary devotion. The inconftant fa- 
natic was threatened with the eternal vengeance of 
the God whom he deferted : but the ^doors x>f the 
monaftery were ftill open for repentance. Thofe 
monks, whofe confcience was fortified by reafon 
or paffion, were at liberty to refume the cha- 
rader of men and citizens ; .and even the fpoufes 
of Chrift might accept the le^al embraces of an 
earthly lover ^^ The examples of fcandal, and 
the progrefs of fuperftition, fuggefted the pro- 
priety of more forcible reftraint^. After a fyf- 

. ^i-Sec a vei»y:fei»^hlc preface of Lucas Holflenius to the Codex 
Regularum. The emperors attempted to fiipport the obligation 
of pubUc and private duties ; hut the fecbledykes werccfweptjivrjiy 
bf the torrent i>f fuperftition ; and Juftinian furpaflcAthe moft fan- 
guine wifhes of the monks (ThomafTin, torn. i. p. I782"r-i799» and 
Bingham,'!, vii. c. 3. p. 253.)- 

J* The monaftic inftitutions, particularly thofe of Egypt, about 
the y^ar 400, are defcribed by four curiou> and devout travellers; 
Kufinus (Vit. Patrum, l.ii, iii. p. 424 — 536.), Pofthumian (Sulp. 
Sever. Dialog, i.) Palladibs Hift. Laufiac. in Vit* Patrum, 
p. 709—863.^,, and Caffian (fee in torn- vii. Bibliothec. Max. Pa- 
trum, his four firft books of Inftitutes, and the twenty-four colla- 
tions.or Conierences.). 

33 The example of Malchns (Jerom. torn, i, p. 256 ), and the 
dcfign of CafTian and his frjend (Collation xxiv. i.)are inconteftable 
proofs of their freedom 5 which is elegantly defcribed by Erafmus 
in his Life of St. Jerom. gee Chatdon, Hift. des Sacremens, toni. vi. 

p. i7?•-J0Q^ 

ficient 



b¥ trtE HOMAN EMPIRf. ^^ 

licient -trial, the frdefity of the novice was l<!cui«d . ^^AJ^' 
by a folemn and perpetuaJ vow ; and his iirevo- 
rabk engagement was ratified by the laws of the 
thnrch and ftate. A'guiky fugitive was piirfned, 
afrefted, and reftored to his perpetual prflbn ; and 
the interpofition of the magiftrate oppreffed the 
freedom and merit, which had alleviated, in fome 
degree, the abjeft *flavery of the monadic dif- 
cipline ^.' The aftions of a monk, his words, 
and even his thoughts, were determined by an 
inflexible rule*% or a capricious fuperior: the 
flightefl: offences were corre£bed by difgrace or 
confinement, extraordinary falls or bloody flagel- 
lation ; and difobedience, murftiur, or delay, 
were ranked in the catalogue of the moft heinous 
fins ^. A blind fubmiflion to the commands of 

34 See the laws of Jultinian CNovel. cxsiii. N** 4.1.), and of LewSi 
the Pious (in the hiftorians of France, torn. vi. p. 4*7.)> ^d the 
adtual juri6)rudcncc of France, in Deniflart (Decifions, &c, tom. 
iv. p.855, &c.). 

35 'the -ancient Codex Eegularnm, cdlc^ed by Benediid Am- 
ninus, theTejformcr of the monks in the beginning. of the ninth cen- 
tury, and publifhed in the feventeenfh, by Lucas "HoIftcliiuiB, coti- 
tatns thirty diffcrebt yules for men add woxiien. Of thefe, levtti 
were compofedin Egypt, one in theEaft, one in Cappodoeia, odb 
in Italy, one in Africa, four in Spain, eight in Gaul, or France, and 
one in England, 

36 The rule of Columbanus, fo prevalent in the Weft, infliiftt 
one hundred laQies for very flight offences (Co4. Reg. partii, 
p» 174-). Before the time ofCharlemagne, the abbots indulged them^ 
fclvcs in mutilating their monks, or putting out their eyes ; a p^. 
piflimcnt much lefs crud than the tremendous 'va4Uin pace (the fab. 
terraneous dungeon, or fepulchre), which was afterwards invented. 
See an admirable difcourfe ofthe learned Mabillon (Oeuvres Poft-, 
tumes, tom. ii. p. 311—336.) ; who, on this occafion, feems to be 
infpired by the genius of humanity. For fuch an effort, I can for- 
giy^ his defence of the holy tear of Vendome (p. 361— 399)- 

9 . the 
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CHAP, the abbot, however abfurd, or even criminal, 
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they might feem, was the ruling principle, the 
iirft virtue of. the Egyptian monks; and their pa- 
tience was frequently exerc^ed by the mdl ex- 
travagant trials. They were dire£^ed to remove 
an enormous rock ; affiduoufly to water a barren 
ftaff, that was planted in the ground, till, at the 
end of three years, it {bould vegetate and bloffom 
like a tree ; to walk into a fiery furnace ; or to 
cad. their infant into a deep pond : and feveral 
faints, or madmen, have been immortalized in 
monaftic ftory, by their thoughtlefs, and fear- 
Icfs, obedience". The freedom of the mind, 
the fource of every generous and rational fenr 
timent, was deftroyed by the habits of credu- 
lity and fubmiffion; and the monk, contrafting 
the vices of a flave, devoutly followed the faith 
.and paifions of his eccleliaftical tyrant. The peace 
of the Eaftem church was invaded by a fwarm of 
fanatics, incapable of fear, or reafon, or hu- 
njeanity; and the Imperial troops acknowledged, 
without . fliame, that they were much lefs appre- 
henlive of an encounter with the fieroeft Bar- 
barians^'. 

37 Sulg, Sever. Dialog.!, til 1;. p. ss^^ &c. CafTian. Inftituf. 
1. iv. c. 26; a7» " Praecipua ibi vhtus et prima eft obediential' 
Among the verba feniornm (in Vit. Patriim, l.v. p. 6 17.), .the 
fourteenth libel or difcoUrfe is on the fubjtdl of obedience ; andthe 
Jefuit Rofvreyde, who publifhed that huge volume for the uFe of 
convents, has collected all the Mattered paflnges in his two copious 
indexes. 

58 Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaflical Hi (lory, vol. iv. p. 161 ) 
has obferved th« fcandalous valour of the Cappadocian monkyi 
which was exemplified inthc banifhment of Chryfoftom. * 

Super- 



OF THE ROMAN UMPIRET. *jj 

Superftition has often framed .and confecrated S^xv^-^ 
the fautaftic garments of the monks ^^ : but their j- ;_f 
apparent fingularity fometimes proceeds from Xcfrand 
thdjr uniform attachment to a fimple and primi- habju- 
tive model, which the revolutions of fafliion 
have made ridiculous in the eyes of . mankind. 
The father of the Benediftines exprefsly difclaims 
all idea of choice, or merit ; and foberly exhorts 
his difciples to adopt the coarfe and convenient 
drefs of the countries which they may inhabit*^. 
The monaftie habits of the ancients varied with 
the climate, and their mode of life ; and they af- 
fumed, with the fame indifference, the fheep- 
fldn of the Egyptian peafants, or the cloak of 
the Grecian philofophers. They allowed them- 
felves the ufe of linen in Egypt, where it was a 
cheap and domeftic manufafture; but in the 
Weft, they rejefted fuch an expenfive article of 
foreign luxury *'. It was the praftice of the 
monks either to cut or fliave their hair; they 
wrapped their heads in a cowl, to efcape the 
fight pf profane objefits ; their legs and feet werd 
naked, 'except in . the extreme cold of winter ; 
and their flow and feeble fteps were fupported by 
a 'long ftaff.' The afped of a genuine anachoret 
was horrid ?tnd difgufting: every fenfation that 

. 39 CaiSan ha? fimply, though copioafly, defcribcd the monaftie 
habit of Egypt (Inftitut. hi.), to which Sozomen (l.iii. c. 14.) 
attributes fuch allegorical meaning and virtue. 

40 Regul. Benedia. N® S5* »n Cod. Regul. part ii. p. 51. 

41 Sec the Rule of Ferreolus, bifliop of Ufez (N" 31. in Cod.' 
Regul. part ii. p. i36»), and of Ilido^re, bifhop of Seville (N» 13. in 
Cod. Regul. part ii. p. ai4>). 

is 
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c^A P. Is effenfive to naaa, wais &ought accepdA^ to 
God ; and the angelic rute of Tabenne coni 
demned the falutary cuftom of bathing the limbs 
in water, and of anoiBdng them with oil*^*. The 
aufter^ nionks fl^pt on the ground, on a hani 
mat, or a rough blanket ; and the fanie bundle 
of palm-leavas ferved tbftca as a feat in the day, 
fuid a piflow in die night. Their original cells 
wer« low njirarpw bats, bmih of the flighteft ma- 
terials ; which formied, by the regular difhibu- 
tton of the teets, a large and populous village, 
mclofmg withia the conunaDi waii, a church, 
aa hofpkM) perhaps a library, fome n^c^lary 
offices, a garden, and a fountain or uefemoir of 
frefli "water. Thirty or forty hredisrea compofed 
a hmilj of f€;parate difdpline .and diet; and the 
gr^t monafteries of Egypt confifted of Airty or 
forty fa^lies. 

t^ordict. Pleafure and guilt are fynonymous terms in Ae 
language off the inoiiks ; and theyihad difcavered, 
by, experience, ^hat rigid fafts, and abftemious 
diet;, are the moft .effeftual prefervative^ agaiift 
the impure d^res of the .flefh *\ Thp rules of ab- 

4» Some partial indulgences were granted- for thchands-and feet 
<* TotiHh auteiii corpus netno unguet niii caufa infirmitatis> nee la- 
« MaWtijraqua Jiudo corpoPc, liifi languor pcrfpictfus-fit.** (Regul. 
ppchom..xcii. part t p. 78.) 

,43 St. Jerom, in ftrDng,,.but mclHcreet, langu^e, exprcifes the 
moft.jmportant ufe of falling and al^itijience: "Non quod Deng 
** univerfitatis Creator et Dopvipus, inte/tinorum noftrarum rugitu, 
*« ct inanitatc vcntris, pulipuiiiifquc ardore dcleftetur, fed quod 
^^ "aUter pudicitia .tuta «ire non poffit.'* <Op. tom.i. p. 137, ad 

JEuftpciiium.) 6ce the twelfth and twenty-fecond Collations •f 
Caflian, dc Cajlitatt, and de Ulufionibw Ifo&un^s, 

ftinence. 
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jflin^ice, tvhkh they impofed, or praftifed, were S-S^r^ 
liot uniform or pcrpemal ; the cheerful feftival 
of the Peirtecoft \fas balanced by the extraor- 
dinary mbrtificatbn of Lent ; the fervour of ©ew 
monaEeries was uifenfibly relaxed ; aind the vora- 
cious appetite of the Gauls could not imitate th« 
patient, and temperate, virtue of the Egyp- 
tian8 ^^. The difcipks of Antoay and Pacho- 
mkis were jfetisfied tvith their daily pittance ^*, 
of twelve ounces of bread, or rather bifciait^% 
which they diviifed into two frugal xrepafls, of 
the aftermoon, and of the evening. It was 
efteeined^a 'merit, and. alraofl: a duty, to abftain 
from the boiled vegetables, which were provided 
for the refeftory j but the extraordinary bounty 
of the abbot fbrmstimes indulged them with the 
luxury of cheefe, fruit, fallad, and the .fmaH 
dried fiih of the Nile"^'.. A more ample latitjade 

^ Edacitas in Graecis gula eft, in Gatlis natura(Dialog.?. c. 4. 
p. sai.)- bafiihrrfaiVly (j'Wfne, -th^tt the perfeft model df abftifiencc 
cannot be ifhiUtedtii Gaul, on atco'imt of the aercm, tcj^p&rit^, 
-arid the ^uilites noftrae fragilitatis (Inftitut. iv. u.). Among the 
Weftern fule£,4:hato!" Columbanus is the moll auftcre,; heliadbech 
^dudated ii^dft thc^ poverty of Ireland, as rifjid ^rhapjj and in- 
flexible, as the abftemious virtue of Egypt. The rule of Ifidore of 
Seville' is ttie inildeft : onbolidays heaBowsthe ufeof fldh. 

45 »« Thofe who 4lrink only '^ater, and have no nutritious liquor, 
«« ought, atkaft,to have a pound and a half {ttweftty-^faur mmees) of 
** bre^d everyday/* State of Prifons, p. 40. by Mr, Howard. 

46 Sec Caflian, Collat l.ii. 19, ao, aii Tlie finall loaves, or 
bifcuit, tof fix ounces each, had obtained the name of pMchnacia 
(Rofiveyde, Onomafticon, p. 1^45.). PachomiiiSi however, aK, 
Io\v«*d hiaf monks fome latitude in the quantity "of their food; but He 
made th^m work in pr^>ottion as they eat (Pallad. ioHift* Laiftgac. 
c. 3S, 39. in Vlt. Patrum, I. viii. p. 736, 7^7-). 

47 Ste the banquet to which Caffian (Collatian ¥iii* i.)/mi« in- 
vited by Scrcaus, an Egyptian abbot. 

©f 
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CHAP, of fea and river fifh was graduaDy aDowed or 
<i^ -^- Jf affumed : but the ufe of flefli was long coiifined 
to the lick or travellers ; and when it gradiiallv 
prevailed m the lefe rigid monafteries ©f Europe, 
a fingular diftinclion was introduced ; as if birds, 
whether wild or domeftic, had been lefs profane 
than the groffer animals of the field. Water was 
the pure and innocent beveridge of the primitive 
monks; and the founder of the Benedidines re- 
grets the daily portion of half a pint of wine, 
which had been extorted from him by the intem- 
perance of the age**'. Such.^m. allowance might 
be eafily fupplied by the vineyards of Italy; and 
his viftorious difciples. Who pafied the Alps, the 
Rhine, and the Baltic, required, in Jthe place of 
wine, an adequate compenfaition of ftrong beer or 
cyder. 
Their ma- ^ The candidate who afpiied to the virtue of 
bour/' evailgelical poverty, abjured, at his firft entrance 
'.into a regular community, the idea, ;and even 
the name, of all fqiara^e, or exdufive, poflfef- 
fion'^^ The brethren were fupported by their 
-manual labour ; and the duty of labour was 

48 See the Rule of St. Bencdid, N^ 39,40. m (Cod. Reg. part ii. 
p. 41, 4^). 1-icet legamus viimm omnino monachorum non efle, 
fed qwa noftris temporibus id nionachis perluaderi npn pqtcft; be 
allows them aRoinan/><r?^w».i, a meafure which may be afcertained 
from Arbuthnot's Tables. 

^ Such exprcffioiis, as mj book, my cloak, my Ihoes (Caflian. 
'.Inilitut. l.iv. c. 13 ), were not lefs fcverely prohibited among the 
Wcftern monks (Cod. Regul. part ii. p. 174. 235, a 8 8.) 5 and the 
Kule of Columbanus puniilied tbem with fix lafhes. The ironical 
author of the OrJrer MonajUques, who laughs at the foolifli nicely 
of modern convents, fccms ignorant that the ancients were equally 
abfurd. 

ftrenuoufly 
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Iltenttoufly ircdttuliended as A penance, at ah CHAP. 
€xetqfe, and as tlic mod laudable tneahs of fe- 
tul-ing their daily ^ubflfl:ettcc*^ Tlie gardeft, 
and fidlAs^ which the indtrftry of the monks had 
often tefcued from the fotieft of the morafs, were 
diligently cultivated by thdt hands. They pef- 
ibrmed, wiAout rchiftance, the mcmai offices of 
ilaves and domeftits ; and the feveral trades thst 
were neceffary to provide their habits, their uteri- 
fih, and their lodging, were exerdfed within the 
precinSs of the great monafteries. The monaftic 
ftudies have tended, for the moft pan, to darken, 
rather thto to difpel, the cloud of fuperftitioii. 
Yet the curibfity or zeal of fome learned foliti- 
lies has cultivated the eccleliaftical, and even the 
profane, fciences: zaA pofterity mnft gratefiiUy 
acknowledge, Aat the monuments of Greek said 
Roman literature have been preferveA and mul- 
iipKed by their inddfetSgable pens^'. But the 
more humble indiiftry of the monks, efpecially 
in Egypt, was conteitted with the filent, feden- 

f^ two goeat tnaftstrs of eeclcfiaftical icienc<, the P. Thpmai^a 
(Difclplmede TEgMfc, to^o.iii. P.J090— £I3^.)» and the P. Ma- 
billon (Eftiidcs Monafllqiiiest loiii. i. p. 116^155.), have Terioufif 
examined the manual labour of the monks, which the former con- 
Itders as a merf!, and the latter as a dup. 

51 Mabillon (Etudes Monaftiques, tom. i. p. 47— 55O has c6U 
le^ed many curious fa^ts to juftify the literary labours of hispre-^ 
deceilbrsy both in the Eafl and Weft. Books were copied in the 
ancient. monafteries of Egypt (Cailian. Inltitut 1. iv. c. 12.), and 
by the "difeiples of St. Martin (Sulp. Sever, in Vit Martin, c.7. 
p. 475}* Cafiiodorius has allowed an ample fcope for the ftudies 
i^ftht taonks ; and «;^ihall not be fcandalized/if theiroen fonit- 
times wandered from ChFyibftom and Auguftin, to Hornet and 
Vii^il. 

• V4)L.VL 8 iwy, 
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CHAP, tary, occupation, of making wooden fandals^ or 
of twifting the leaves of the palm-tree into mats 
and baikets. The fuperfluous flock, which was 
not confumed in dom^Itic nfe, fupplied, by trade, 
the wants of the community: The boats of Tabenne, 
and the other monafteries of Thebais, defcended 
the Nile as far as Alexandria ; and, in a Chriflian 
market, the fanftity of the workmen might enhance 
the intrinfic value of the work. 

Their But the neceffity of manual labour was infen- 

flbly fuperfeded. The novice was tempted to 
bellow his fortuiie on the faints, in whofe fociety 
he was refolved to fpend the remainder of his life j 
and the pernicious indulgence of the laws per- 
mitted him to receive, for their ufe, any future 
acceffions of legacy or inheritance**. Melania 
contributed her plate, three hundred poimds 
weight of filver } and Paula contra£led an im- 
menfe debt, for the relief of their favourite 
^ monks ; who kindly imparted the merits of their 
prayers and penance to a rich and liberal fm- 
ner". Time continually increafed, and acci- 
dents could feldoni diminifh, the eilates of the 
" popular monafteries, which fpread over the ad- ' 

s* ThomaHin (Difclplinc dc TEglife, torn. iii. p. 1 18.1459 14$. 
171 — L79.) has examined the revolution of the civil, canon, and 
common, law. Modern France confirms the death which monks 
have inPiidted on themfclves, and juftly. deprives them of ill right 
of inheritance. 

53 See Jerom (tom. i. p. 176- 183.). The monk Pambo mad^ 
a fublime anl'wer to Melania, who wilhed to fpecify the value of her 
^itt: «* Do you offer it to roe, or to God?. If to God, he who 
^' iufpcnds the mountains in a balance, need not be inforjnedof the 
" weight or your plate." (Pallad, Ilift, Laufiac. c, fo. in the 
Vit. Patrum, 1. viiL p, 7*5.) 

-' jacent 
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jaccnt country and cities: an4, in the firft cen- x^vii! 
tury of their inflitution, the infidel Zofimus has 
malicioufly obferved, that, for the benefit of the 
poor, the Chriftian monks had I'educed a great 
part of mankind to a ftate of beggary**. As 
long as they maintained their original fervour, 
they approved themfelves, however, the faithful 
and benevolent ftewards of the charity which 
was entrufted to their care. But their difcipline 
was corrupted by profperity ; they gradually 
affumed the pride of wealth, and at laft indulged 
the luxury of expence. Their public luxury 
might be excufed by the magnificence of reli- 
gious worlhip, and the decent motive of erefting 
durable habitiations for an immortal fociety. But 
every age of the church has accufed the licen- 
tioufnefs of ^ the degenerate ' monks ; who ho 
longer remembered the objeft of their inftitution^ 
iembraced the vain and fenfual pleafures of the 
world, which they had renounced ", and fcan- 
daloufly abufed the riches which had been ac- 
quired by. the auftere virtues of their found- 

Yet the wealth of the Eaftern monks was far furpaffed by the 
princely grcatnefs of the Bcncdidines. .' .\' 

SS The fixth general council (the Quinifext in Trullo, Canon 
xlvii. fa Beveridge, tom.i. p. 213.) reftrains women from pafling 
the night in a male, or meii in a female, monaftery. The ftventh 
-gmeral council (the fecond Niccnc, Carton xxJ fn Beveridge, torn. i. 
V* 3*5') P^'ohibits the ereitlori of double orpromifcnous mon^fleriek 
of both £txc9 ; but it appears from Balfamon, that the prohibition 
i»zs not effe^i vial. On the irregular pleafures and expences 6f the 
ckrgy and ^onh, fee Thomaflin, torn. iit. p. I334*-*X3C8. 

S 2 «r«.' 
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crs **. Their natural defccnt, from fuch painluMild 
dangerous virtue, to the common vices of hfuni- 
nity, will not, perhaps, excite much grief or indig- 
natioh in the mind of a philofopher. 

The lives of the primitive monks werfe coil- 
fumed m penance aiid folitude; undifturKed by 
the various occupations which fill the time, and 
cxercife the faculties, of reafonable, aSive, and 
focial beings. Whenever they were perrnitted 
tb flep beyphd the precmas olF the ihbnaftery, 
two iealous companions were the mutual guards 
and fpies of each other's afltions ; and, after their 
return, they were condemned to forget, or, at 
feaft, to fupprefs, whatever they had feqn or 
heard in the worlci. Strangers, who profeffed 
the orthodox fait^, were hofpitably entertained 
in a feparate apartment; but their dangerous 
^onveriatioh was reftrifted to fome cTiofen elders 
of approved difcfetioh and, fidelity. Except in 
tteTr prefehce, the mohaftic Have ihigM hot 
' receive the vilits of his teends or Idndre^.; and 
it was deemed liigHy mentorious, li hb afflicted 
a tender fiftcr, or an aged .parent, by the obfti- 
tkit fefitfal of a wirfd ot lb6k*\ Tile monks 
tefemfelves p^ed 'the!r 'mt, Wi^t {<dffcrfai 

3i» 'j have ^omewliere heaVH or read tte tranfc coHfeniion of a fie- 
. iecliistife abbot; " My vow of poycAy has giveii me aniiuncired 

•* thoufand crowns a ycar'^ niy vow of ol>edicnoe has raSt feci 'Me 1 9 
' *i the rani of a Vdvereign p»mce!"-^I loiiget the coniequencin (ff 

Xi* vow of chaflity. 

, 57 pjor, an ^yptlaii ifloiifc, ^aI!owed hiii'ftfter to fee htm; but be 
^ Ihut his «ye« during the whoJe^ vtfit. Sec Viti/'Patram» Liii, 

p. 504. Mad^yfiich examples might be added* 
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fttaichincats, amoqg.a c^pwd, .which had b^en ^^^^j^: 
fprinpd by :acci4pnt, ^nd was detained^ in th^ i J " ; - ' ^ 
famp prifon, by forpe or prisjudice. .Reclufe fe- * ' 
natiGS have few ideas pr lentiipei^ts . to cpnunu- 
nicate; ^ fpecial Ucencf of the abbot regulated 
the time ai^d duration of their familiar vifitsj 
apd, af their filent meals, they were enveloped 
in their cowls, inaccelTible, and almoft invifible, 
to each other **. Study is the refource of foli-. 
fude;, but education had ilot prq)ared and qua- 
lified for any liberaj ftudies the mechanics and 
peafants, who filled the mqnaftic communide;. 
They might work ; but the vanity of f^itual p^r- 
fe6tioa was jtempted to diidain thg exercife of ma- 
nual labour ; and' th^ induftry muft be fa^ and 
languid, which is not pxcited by thp fenfe of pef- 
fonal intereft. 

According to their faith and zeal, they might Their de, 
en^y the day, which thsy paflFed in their cdig, ^^||jj"*^ 
either in. vocal or mental prayer : they affembiied 
in the evening, and they were awakened in the 
xught, foe the public worship of th^ monaftery. 
The ^^cjfc mpipent was determined by the ftars, 
, .Fl^ifh arjB fe^djOpi ^loudp^ W % f^TP^P ^Jf ^ 
Egypt; and a ruftic horn or trumpet,^ the ngn^ 
of devotion, twice interrupted the vaft filence of 
Ihe defert ?^ Eyeij fl^p, ^f \^ .fe%c jc^^thc 

~ # The 7th, 8th, %^, 30th, 31** W** 57^» ^^»!^^^ ik^ 
.^Stk SiTtkiefi of the Rule of f^Qhqm^s, ipgippfe /l^ iqtc^f r^Ie 

Ai4Viof(ileoce and morti 6 canton. , 

59. The ^diurnal and noaurnal pwy^rs.gf the n\pnX* are cbjMpvflf 

difcu^e^ by;CaiIian in the third «J|i fourth J^qIcs of hU tniii^^^ 

tions } and he conftantly prefers tb^e Utiu-gy, wb^i^h ^ ^n^el htid 

dia^tedtoUiemonafteriesofTahenne. ' 

S3 wih^pfff 



762 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

xxxva ^fc*PPy> ^^^^ rigorouily meafured; the vacant 
hours of the monk heavily rolled along, with- ■ 
out bufmefs or pleafure ; and before the clofe of* 
IJach day, he had repeatedly accufed the tedious 
progrefs of the Sun*** In this comfortlefs ffcatCi 
fuperfUtion ftill purfued and tormented her wretch- 
ed votaries *% The repofe which they had fought 
in the cloifter was difturbed by tardy repentance, 
profane doubts, and guilty derire;s; and, while 
they confidered each natur^ impulfe as an yn* 
pardonable fin, they perpetually treinbled on the 
edge of a flaming and bottomlefs abyfs. From 
the painful ftruggles of difeafe and d^fpair, thefe 
imhappy victims were fometime3 relieved by mad- 
ndp or death ; and, in the fixth century, fin hof- 
pital was founded at Jerufalem for a fmaU portioii 
of the auftere penitents, who were deprived of 
their feiifes**. Their vifions, before they at- 
tamed this extreme and acknowledged term of 
.frenzy,' have afforded ample niaterials of fuperna- 
tural hiftory. It wa$ their firm perfuafion, that 

•^ Caflian, from his own experience, dcfcrib^s the acedia^ or 

lidlefTnefs of mind and body to which a monk was expofcd, when 

he fighed to find himfelf alone. Sflppinfque cgreditqr et ingreditiir 

' cellam, et Solem velut ad occafum tardius properantem Crebrlus 

Jntnetur (Inftitut. x. i.). • 

6 1 The temptations and fufienngs of Stagirius were communi- 
, cated by that unfortunate youth to his friend St. ChryfoHom. See 
>riddleton's Works, vol. i. p. 107--110. Something^fimilar intro- 
^Inces the life of every faint ) and (he famous Inigo« or Ignatius, 
|he founder of the Jefuits (Vie d'Inigo de Guipofcoa, torn. i. p. ^9 
•—38 ^^Y krve as a memorable example, 

^* Fleury, Hift. Ecclefiaftique, tom. vit. p. 46. I have read fomc- 
where, in the Vitae Patnim, but I cannot recover the place, that yj- 
weral, I believe many, of the monks, who did not revea) their t^i^pt- 
#tioD$ to Qic s^bl^ti became guil^ of f^lci^et ' 

th« 
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the air which they breathed, . was peopled ^with^ xxx^u. 
invifible enemies ; with innumerable dsemonsj^ wild \^ , y^^-j 
watched every occafion,, and affumed every form, 
to terrify, and- a^ove all to tenipt, their un- 
g\iarded virtue. The imagination, and even the 
fenfes, were deceived by the illufions of diftem- 
pered fanaticifm; and the hermit, whofe mid- 
night prayer was oppreflTed by involuntary flumber,' 
might cafily confound the phantoms of horror or 
delight, which had occupied his fleeping, and his 
waking dreams ^^. 

The monks were divided into two claffes: the^ ThcCae.. 
Canobitesy who lived under a common, and re-'' "n^'^n^^. 
gular, difdpline; and the AnachoretSy who in- chorcts. 
dulged their unfocial, independent, fanatfclftn '^•^ . ^ 
The moft devout, or the moft ambitious, of thd^ 
ipiritual brethren, renounced the convent, as th^y< 
had renounced the world. The fervent m^dnsl- 
fterics of Egypt, Paleftine, and Syria, were furi^ 

romided by a Laura '^y' a diftant circle of Toiitary^ 

• w >v. »*• ■ ' • * 

63 See the feventb and ej^th CoI]ati()^$ oij C^tfliao. Y[1\o grf^yely 
examines, why the daemons were grown lefs adive and numerous 
fincc the time of St. Antony., Rofweydc's cqp'otis index to the 
Vita Patnim will point out a variety qf infernal fceiics. : The devils 
were moft formidable in a female iSape.^' ^ . 
, 64. for the diftin<^ibn of the Cajtolites and the Her/hits^ efpecially 
in Egypt, fee Jcrbm (tom.i.^p.45-adUufticum) the firft Dialojfu^ 
pf Sulpicius,Seycru8, Rufinus (caz. ip Vit.Pafnifh, l.ii,.p 478.), 
paladius (c.. ?• 69. inVit. Patrunn, 1. viii. p. 712. 758 ), and above 
all, the eighteenth and nineteenth Collatiotis of Caffisin. Thefe 
writers, who compare the common; and folitary liic, reveal tlk 
abufe and danger of the latter. '. 

^sSuicer. Thefaur. Eccleliaft. tom.ii- p. 105. ai8* ThomaflUi 
(pifciplinc de rEghfe, fom i. p. 1501, 1 «o2,) gives a good account, 
pf thefe cells. When Gerafimus fo,unded his nionaftery, m the Wii- 
deruefs of Jordan, it was accompanied by a . Laufa of fcVcnty cells./ 



xxxVu! ^^^^ ' ^*^ ^ fcxtravagatit penancfi of tfcc Herm^ti. 
was ftimtjiated by ^pplaufe aii4 ^uladw ^^ They 
funk under the pwiful ^ ^wigbt of cr^ifts «r4 
ch^os.; wd tbcir emaciiUsd Jiwbs were fSQaftnoi 
by cellars, bracelets, gauptleei,' and grewcs, pI 
mgfly, and rigid iron, AU ftipwfluow in<:ftwir 
brance of drefs they conteniptuoi;d3y c^Sk aiir^y j 
and fome fayage faints ef bpth fences have beci^ t4- 
mired, whofc naked bodies were oniy f:ov^re4 by 
thqir long hair. They afpired to reduce tbeirtfelres 
to the rude and miferable Hate in which th« hu- 
man brute is fcarccly difting^ifhed aboy^ his ipn- 
dred animals : and a numerpus fe£t of Ai^achoret^ 
derived their name from their humbiie praftice of 
grazing in the fields of Mefbpotc^mi^ with th^ 
common hejd^ They often ufurped the den of 
fome wild beaft whom they^ affefted to TcferoWej 
they buried thonfelves in fome . glooiny pav)^i| 
which art or nature had fcoopid out of th^ r9cks 
and the marble quarries of Thebais sir^ ftiil in- 
fcribed with the monuments 6f their penance *'*. 
The moft perfeft hermits are fuppofed to havd 
paffed many days without food, many nights 
without ileep^ and many years without fpeaking^ 

^ Theodorct, in a large volume (the Philotheus in Vit. Patrum, 
l.fac. p 793-rr863.) has colle^ftcd the liVea and mn^aclcs of thirty 
Anachorets. Evagrius (1. i. c, la.) more briefly celebrates thcmonkf 
fnd hermits of Faleftine. j. ; ". •. 

*7 S.>zon)en,1. vi. c. 33. Th« great St. E|>hrem compofed a pa- 
ii^gync on thefe ^o^xot^ or gracing monks ( 1 iUemont^ Memv £cc1ef. 
toin. viii. p. 292.)« ' \ '■'■ * ^ ■'• * 

J ^' ihe p. .Sicard (Miflions du Levant, totn. ii. p- try — 2330* 
examined the caverns of the Lower Thebais with wonder and de«^ 
votipn. The infcriptions are in thd old Syriac chafafter, wliich 
was ufed by the Chriftlans of Habyffiniav • 

^% '" ' i ' ' ■■■■ •••■-'■• ^ .> •• and 
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swd gjoriws vas the num {I ^Imfe that name) who SxXvn' 

cQotriyed axuy celU «np fe^» pf * peculiar con- i ;^.J 

liru^on, yfihkh. m^ht expofe him, in the moft 
jqppyeiuent poilure, to the incltmency of the 
feafons. ' 'r ' 

Among thefe. heroes of the monaftic life, the Simfo» 
name 4n4 genius :aS Simeon Stylitea'' have been ^^^^d! 
imniQrtffli^sed by the Angular invention of an aerial 395— ^»* 
penance. At the • age of thirteen, the young 
Syrian . deferted the> pitjfeflion pf a ihepherd, and 
threw iiimfclf into an auftere monailefy. After a 
long and painful noviciate, in which Simeon was 
rqp^tedly laved from pious fuicide, he eftablifhed 
bis refidence on a mount^n about thirty or forty 
miles to the Eaft of Antioch, Within the fpacd 
of a matt(far^^ or circle of ftones, to^which he ha4 
attached him£ilf by a ponderous chain, he a& 
cended ai column, which war fuccelSively raife4 
from the height of njne, to that of fixty, feet^ 
frpm die ground '^ In this laft, and lofty, fta^ 
tion, the Syrian Anachoret rdifted tbe heat of 
thirty fummers, and die cpl<) of us many winters^ 
]H[abit and exercife inftru&ed h^in to mmtain hit 
4a(Agerous fituadon without fear or gidd2nef3, 904 
fucc^ffively to affume the different poftures pfd^r 
yotion.'* il& fomedpi^ pi's^^ hi fut^ ercS^ fitti- 

65 See Theodorct (in Vit. Patrunu 1. jx. p. S48— 854.)» Antony 
(if! Vit. Patriim, 1. i.. p. 170— »77-)> Cdfinas (in Ailcnuin. BtWiot* 
Oriental, tonn.- i. p« %39'*^s3')* £vasnu» (I. i. c. 13, 14.}, anit 
T^lemcHit (Mem. Ecdef. torn. xv. p. 347— »3V».). 
• 70 The narrow circumference of :two cutiits, or three feet, wfaiidi 
JBvagriue afiigm £or the fummit o£thc^9lnnm^ As utoonfilteot wifr 
reaf<^Q« w'lUi faa^, «n4 with the nile^ of ardvlofture. The pcopbr 
^bp Taw it from below mi^^t hc^ly^^eafiBK;^. v 

■ . ■ ■• • ., , .., ■ ■» i 

tilde. 
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x^vn' tudc, with his out-ftretched arms, in the figure 
t_ -^- J- of a crofs ; but his mcft familiar praftice was that 
of bending his meagre fkeleton from the forehead 
to the feet; and a curious ^ftator, after num- 
bering twelve hundred and forty-four repetitions, 
at length defifted from the endlefs account. The 
progrefs of an ulcer in his thigh " might fhortcn, 
' but it could not difturb, this teleftial life ; and the 

patient Hermit expired,' without defcentling fron^ 
his column. A ' prince who fhould capricioufly 
inflift fuch torturies, would ' be deemed a tyrant ; 
but it would furpafs thie power of a tyrant, to im- 
pofe a long and miferable exiftence on the re- 
luftant viftims of his cruelty^ ' This voluntary 
martyrdbm muft have gradually deftroyed the fen- 
fibility both of- the mind and body ; nor can it be 
prefumed that the fanatics,' who torment them- 
felves, are fufceptiWe- of any lively affeftion for 
the reft of rriankind. A- cruel unfeeling temper 
has diftinguiflied the monks of every age and 
country: their ftiera iiidiflFerence, which is feWom 
mollified by perfonal friendflnp, is infi^med by 
religious" hatred;- iand* their- mercilefs zeal has 
ftrenuoufly adminiftered the holy office of the In- 
' ijuifition. ' •' •• '^ .: 1. . . 

Miracles ' The moriaftii fsints," who excite ohly the con- 
ihiponhc .tempt and pity of a'philofopher, were refpefted, 
monks. j^^^j almoft adored, by thef prince and people. 

71 I inuft not conceal a pifcc of ancient fcandal concertiwig the 
origin of .this ulcer. It has been reported, Vhat tlie DeyiK iifuming 
an angelic form, inxnted hinT to alcen<J, like ^Vjah, into a fiery 
ichariot. The faint too haftfly raifcd his foot j and f atan feized the 
moment of inlliding this diaftifetiient dp his vanity. 

Succcf- 
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Succeffive crowds ofpilgrims from Gaul and India c tia p. 
faluted the divine pillar of Simeon : the trib^ of ^^^^^, 
Saracens difputed in arms the honour of his bene- 
di£)ic»i^ the queens of Arabia and Perfm grate- 
fully confeffed his fupematural virtue ; and the 
angeHc Hermit vms confulted- by the younger 
Theodofius, in the moft important concerns of the 
church and ftate. His remains were tranfporced 
from the nwuntain of Telcnifla, by a folenm pro- 
ceffion of the patriarch, the mafter general of the 
Eaft, fix bifliops, twenty-one counts or tribunes, 
and fix thoufand Ibldiers ; and Antioch revered 
his^ bones, as her glorious ornament and impreg* 
naWe defence. The fame of the apoftles and 
martyrs was gradually eclif^ed by thefe Cedent 
and. popular Anachorets; the Chriftian world fell 
proftrate before their fhrinesj and the: miracles 
afertbed to their relics exceeded, at leail in num- 
ber and duration, the fpiritual '^exploits of their . 
lives. But the golden legend. of their lives ^* wa^ 
embellilhed by the artful credulity of their in- 
terefted brethren; and.a believitig age was eaftly 
perfuaded, that the flighteft caprice of an Egyp- 
tian or a Syrian monk, had been fufficient to in- 
terrupt the eternal laws of the univerfe. The fe- 
vourites of Heaven were aceuftomed to cure in- 
veterate difeafes with a touch, a word, ©r a dit 

7» I know ^iQt how to fele^k or fpecify the miracles contained in 
the nu Patrum of Rofweyde, as the number very much exdeeds the 
thoufand pages of that voluminous work« An elegant fpecimen may 
be found in t)ie Dialogues of Sulpipus Sevenis, and his life of Si. 
>Iartin. He reveres the monks of Egypt; yet he infults them with 
the remark, that they never laifed the dead j whereas the bifliop of 
Tp^iti b^d reftored tbreif 4<ad incn to life. 

^ ^ tant 



pQfli?ffe4. They femiiiarly ^ccoftp4t 'PF-'ifnpe- 

defert ; injFufedl vcgctatjoa into a fajd^fs. tjrja^ j 
fufpend^ iJCPti oil the fwrfejse pf the w^pf ; paflfed 
the Nile on the back of ^ crpic^ilf , ^d p^reihed 
themfelves m *t fi^ fiirpace. Thafc cstn^f ^finj 
takf, whiicb difplay the fidiqn, without the ge- 
nius, of poetry, hav« feriowfly affbaed the rc^n, 
^inwfti- jhe feith, and the morstU, of th? Chrifti^s* Thdr 
a^, ^ credulity debafed znd vitiated the f^Gultips of the 
mind; they corrupted the ^vide^e of hlftpryr; 
and fnperftition gradually estitfguifhed tlig h^^ftile 
light of philoibphy knd fcience. Ey§rf i^ode of 
religious worihip which had been pra^j^d by the 
faints, every myfterious do^brine whiiph thPJ hp- 
lieved^ was fortified by the fan^ion of ^iy^ fe^ 
velation, and all the muly virt|ies v^Qr§ qpj^^ed 
by the fervile and pufiiianimoiis reign of t^ 
tnohks. If it h^ poiible to meafure the ilHer^al 
between the philofophic writings of Cicero aiid 
•fh^ facred legend of Thepdoret, hetsKe^^ tbi5 cH^- 
tader of Cato and that of Simeon, we may ap- 
preciate the memorable revolution which wps *?- 
compfiflied m the R(Hllan^ empire mthin a^rtod 
of ftre hundred years. 
11. Cow- II, The progrefs of Chriftianity has been 
fYFTHi marked by two glorious ajad decifiye vidories: 
t^Anii' ^ ^ver the learned and luxurious loitizeus of tfe(5 S^o- 
man empire; and over the warlike Barbarians of 
Scythia and Qermariy, who fubverted the .empire, 
and embr^aced the religion, of the Roiiians. Tfie 

<Joths 
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■C?>ths-wfen»-&g'-for«noft of rfiefe feVase/prore- c|f.\i'. 
lytes ; Aha the n&tion ^as indefcted fot* its tott>)tf- v,^i->>:or* 
fion td li cDuntryihirt, of , at leaft, to 1 ftibj^, 

' worthy to be^ranked among the Ih^ntors of life- 
liilarts, who hafc dfeferved the fentertibfancfe and 

^^fadtude of pibfterity. A great AUmbtir of Roi 
mail provincials had beeh led away into capkvity 
by the Gbtliic bahds, who ira<^ag6d: Afla 111 the 
time of Gallienus: and oif thefe captives, Aiany 
were tJhriftiaais, and feveral b^onged to this ec- 
clefiaftical order, . Ithofe ihvoluniary miffionaries, 
dkpAfed as tlaveS ih the vtlla^es^pf pack, fuc- 
ceffiVdy labowed for th'e falvatioh of their maf- 
fers. The teeds^ whjch they pla'nred, of iht ev^n- 
geUc dodrme, Vere g^ada^lly pto^agated; and 
before the end oiF a ceiituiy, the pious work was 
irtcWted by the tat>ours of t51i>hiia5, ivhdfe ah- 
celWs had be& firanfpotred beyond the Banubi 
FrcMfa a jfrnatt town of Cappadocl^. 

b^philas, the bifec^ahdapoflte o*f th^ uiphiht, 

ac(|uire^ their love arid revei^eiTcfe Iby his blameli^ th^Goth*, 
life arid mdefetigable zfeklj kfid /they received, .^ ^g 
with implicit cbritedehce, thfe 'iidftrin^ i^ trufii 
knd virtue, which hfe pt&iAitd 'arid ^ri'difed* Hfc 

. fexecufcd 'the ardubiCiS tdlk df *trti*3lating thfc 'Scrfpl 

^turea^ ixito tt^ir native tongue> a dialed of the 
GenrinxH &r Teutonic^ langua|^ : 'but he pm* 
'dendy fuppffeflfeA the four books 'of Kitigs^ Its they 
imghl tend to instate the lierce and fanguiria^ 

n On*hc fli«j^ of tJlpWlag, andlhe ccmv«*fien of the Gothj, 
ate Socomcn, 1, vi. c. 37. Socrates, 1. iv. c. 9 j. TlwcdoFet, 1. ir. 
^ |7. Philoftorg. 1. iL c. 5. The h<;iref7' of PhUQfto]:gius appears 
lotiave given him liipcrior means of ioformatios. 

6 XpW^ * 
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CHAP, fpirit of the Barbarians. The rude, imperfea, 
^ ^^} idiom of foldiers and fhepherds, fo ill-qualified 
to communicate any Ipiritual ideas, was improved 
and modulated by his genius; and Ulphilas, be- 
fore he could frame his verfion, was obliged to 
compofe a new alphabet pf twenty-four letters ; 
fouT^of which he invented, to exprefs the peculiar 
founds that were unknown to the Greek, and La- 
tin, pronunciation^*. But the profperous ftate of 
the Gothic church was foon afflicted by war and 
inteftine difcord, and the chieftains were divided 
by religion as well as by intereft. Fritigern, the 
friend of the Romans, became the profelyte of 
Ulphilas ; while the haughty foul of Athanaric 
difdained the yoke pf the empire, and of the Go- 
fpel. The faith of the new converts was tried by 
the perfecution which he excited. A waggon, 
bearing aloft the fhapelefs image, of Thor, per* 
haps, or of Woden, was condufted in folemn pro- 
ceffion through the ftreets of the camp ; and the 
•'. . rebels, who refufed to worfliip the God of theii' 

fathers, were immediately burnt, with their tents 
and families. The charafter of Ulphilas recom- 
mended him to the efteem'of the Eaftern court, 
where he twice appeared as the minifter of peace. ; 

74 A njutilatcd copy of the four gofpels^ in the Gothic verfion, 
was publiflicd A. D. 1665, and is clleemed the moft andent monu* 
ment of the Teutonic language, though Wetftein attempts, by fonne 
frivolous conjedurcs, to deprive Ulphilas of the honotir of the 
work. Two of the four additional letters exprefs the JV, and dur 
own Th. See Simon. Hifl. Critique du Nouveau Teftament. torn. ii. 
p. 419—123. Mill Prolegoih. p. 151. edit Kuftcr. Wctftein, 
Prolegom. tom. i. p*. 114. 

• -lie 
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he. pleaded the caufe of the diftreffed Goths, who 
implored the protedion of Valens ; and the name 
of Mofes was applied to this fpiritual guide, who 
conducted his people, through the deep^ waters of 
the Danube, to the Land ofPromife^*. The de- 
vout fhepherds, who were attached to his perfon, 
and tradable to his voice, acquiefced in their fet- 
tlement, at the foot of the Masfian mountains, in 
a country of woodlands and paftures, which flip- 
ported their '•flocks and herds, and enabled them 
to purchafe the com and wine of the more plenti- 
ful provinces. Thefe harmlefs Barbarians mul- 
tiplied in obfcure peace, and the profeffion of 
Chriftianity^^ 

Their fiercer brethren, the formidable Vifi- 
goths, univerfally adopted the religion of the Ro- 
mans, with whom they maintained a perpetual 
intercourfe, of war, of friendfliip, or of conqueft. 
In their long and vidorious march from the Da* 
nube to the Atlantic ocean, they converted their 
-allies ; they educated the rifing generation ; and 
the devotion which reigned in the camp of AJaric, 
. or the court of Thouloufe, might edify, or dif- 
grace, the palaces of Rome and Conftantinople/% . 

^ Philoftbrgius crroneoufly places this paffage under the reign of 
Contlaotme; but I »m much inclined to believe that it preceded the 
great emigration. 

76 We -are obliged to Jornandes (de Reb. Get. c. 51. p. 688.) for 
a fliort and lively pidture of thefe leflTcr Goths. Gothi minores, 
populus imn^enfut, cum. fuo Pontifice ipfoque primate Wulflla. 
The laft words, if they are not mere tautology, imply fome tem- 
poral jurifdidion. v ' 

77 At non ita Gothi non ita Vandali; malis liqet do6lprihus indi- 
tuti, meliores tamen etvam in haa parte qu am noftri. Salvian de 
Cubcrn. Dei, I. vii. p. 242* 

During 
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THAP. DuriAg tBe fame period, Chrffcahity Ms em- 
y^,,^^,.,^ braced by almbft all the Barbafi^Ais, wfio efta- 
bliihed thelf kingdoms on the ruins of the Wtftetii 
empire ; the Burguildians in Gaul, the Suevi iii 
Spain, the Vandak iii Africa, the Oftrogoths in 
Pantionia, and the Various bands tjf Mercenaries, 
that i-jufed Odoacer to the throne of Italy. Tlie 
^Franks and the Saxons ftill perfevered in the er- 
rors of Paganifm ; 'but the Franks ob^tied t^ mo- 
narchy of Gaul by their fubmiflion tlf^the ejttcmple 
of Clovis ; and the Saxon conque*-ors oJF Britain 
were reclaimed from their favage fliperftitibti by 
the miffionairies of Rome. Thefe Baifbariah pro- 
felytes difplayed an ardent and fucCefi^ul zea! in 
the propagation of thfe faith. Hie Merovingian 
kings, and their fucceffors, Charlemagne aild the 
Othofe, Extended, by their laws and vifkori^, the 
domimon of the croFs. England prbdutr^d th^ 
apoftle of tJermany ; and the evangielic light was 
jgraiually difFufed irofh the neighbourhood of th^i 
Rhinfe, to the nations of the Elbe, the Viftula, and 
the iSaltic^*. 
Mf^ivepof The different mcrtives which ihffuehctd die 
reafdn, or the paffiohs, of thfe Barbaffeft tdtivetu^ 
<:annot eafily be ^fcertained. They were often 
C'c>pric4oas ^d CBDcidi^tai ; a dream, m otnen, th<; 
report of a miracle, the exaniple of fonaie prieft, 
or hero, the charms of a believing wife, and, above 
all, the fortunate «vent of a prayesr, or vow, 

7'^ Moflieim has fligbtly ikctchcd the progrcft of Chriftiantty In 
the North, from the fourth to the fourteenth <*eiitiir)\ The fubjcd 
would aiibrd materials for an eooMtrxfticd, tnd evea |»hil«lbt)lnctl, 
hii;ory. < 

which, 



6t tll£ k6MA]^ tUtiSit. a/3 

-^rhich^ m a moment of danger, they had ad- P^ap. 
dreffed to the Gad of the Chrifldant ^^ The early ^^^"• 
prejudices of education were infenfiWy Grazed by 
the habits of frequent and familiar fociety ; the 
moral prccqjts of the Gofpel v?ere protefted itf 
the extravagant virtues of the monks j and a fpi- 
ritual theology was fupported by the vifible power 
of relics, and the pomp of religious worfliip* 
But the rational and ingenious mode of perfuaiion, 
which a Saxon bifliop*^ fuggefted to a popular 
faint, nfught fomctimes be employed by the mif- 
iionaries, who laboured For the converfion of infi- 
dels. *' Admit,** fays the fagacious difputant^ 
' *' whatever they are pleafed to affert of the fa- 
*' bulous, and carnal, genealogy of their gods 
** and goddeffes^ who are proprvgated from each 
^' other. From this principle deduce their im- 
•' perfeft nature, and human infirmides, the af- 
•*. furance they were born^ and the probability 
•* that they will die. At what time, by what 
*^. means, from what caufe, were the eldeft of the 
•* gods or goddcffee produced? Do they ftill 
*^ continue, or have they ceafed, to propagate ? If 
^^ they have oeafed, fummon your antagonifts. to 
<^ declare the reafbn of this ftrange al^ration. If 
<^ they ftiU contimie, the number of the gods muft 

79 To fach a caufe has Socrates (1. rij. c; 30.) afcribed the con- 
YerfioTi of the Bilrgiindians, whofe Chriftian piety is celebrated by 
ptDfiUB (J. vii. c. 19;). 

8e S^e an original and ciirioUs trpldle froiii Daniel» the firft bifliop 
<ftf V/ihchcfter (Beda, Hift. Ecdcf; Anglot-uiHi 1. v. c. 18. p. 203* 
«dit. Smith), to Su Boniface's who preached the Gofpel among the 
fiavaget of Hefle «Eid Tiyttn^ia. EpiftoL Bonifacii> Ixvii^ in the 
Mixttna Bibliothcca Patrum, torn. xiii. p^ 93. 

'. V«L. VI. T ^< become 
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xxxvir *' become infimte ; and Ihall we not rifle, by the 
" indifcreet worihip of fome impotent ddity, to 
*' excite the refentment of his jealous Superior? 
** The vifible heavens and earth, the whole fyfteni 
^' of the univerfe, which may be conceived by 
^^ the mind, is it created or eternal ? If created, 
** how, or where, could the gods themfelves exift 
** before the creation ? If eternal, how could they 
^^ ail'unie the empire of an independoit and pre- 
'' exifting world ? Urge thefe arguments with 
^^ temper* and moderation ; insinuate, at feafon- 
" able intervals, the truth, and beauty, of the 
'' Chriftian revelation ; and endeavour to make 
'* the unbelievers a(hamed, without making them 
*' angry." This metaphyfical reafoning, too re- 
fined perhaps for- the Barbarians of Germany, was 
fortified by the groffer weight of authority and po- 
pular confenL The advantage of temporal pro- 
fperity had deferted the Pagan caufe, and palled 
over to the fervicc of Chriflianity, The Romans 
themfelves, the moft powerful and enlightened 
nation of the globe, had renounced their andent 
fuperftition; and, if the ruin of their empne 
feemed to accufe the efficacy of the new faith, the 
:difgrace was already retrieved by the converfion of 
the vi&orious Goths. The valiant and fortunate 
Barbarians, who fubdued the provinces of the 
. Weft, fucceflively received, and refleded, the 
fame edifying example. Before the age of Char- 
lemagne, the Chriftian nations of Europe might 
exult in the exclufive poflTeffion of the temperate 
..climated, of the fertile lands, which produced 
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com, wine, and oil; while the favage. idolaters, 
and their helplefa^ idols, were confined to the ex- 
tremities of the earth, the dark and frozen regioha 
of the Norths 

Chriftianity, which opened the gates of Heaven 
to the Barbarians, introduced an important change 
in their moral and political condition. They re- 
ceived, at the fame time, the ufe of letters, fo ef*- 
fential to a religion wiiofe doftrines are contained 
in a facred book, and while they ftudied -the di- 
vine truth, their minds were infenfibly enlarged 
by the diftant view of hiftory, . of nature, of the 
arts, and of fociety. The verfion of the Scrip- 
tures into their native tongue, which .had facili- 
tated their coriverfion, muft excite, among their 
clergy, fome , curiofity to read the original text, 
to underftand the facred . liturgy of the church, 
and to es^amine, in the writings of the fathers, the 
chain of ecclefiaftical tradition. Thefe fpiritual 
gifts were preferved in the Greek and Latin lan- 



guages. 



which concealed the ineftimable monu* 
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ments of ancient learning. The immortal pro- 
dudions of Virgil, Cicero, and Livy, which were 
acceflible to the Chriftian Barbarians, maintained 
a filent intercourfe between the reign of Auguftus, 
and the times of Clovis and Charlemagne. The 
emulation of mankind was encouraged by the re- 
membrance of a more perfect ftate ; and the flame 
of fcience was fecretly kept alive, to warm and 

«* The fword of Charlemagne added weight to the argument; 
but when Daniel wrote this epifl:le(A. D* 7a3.)i the Mahometans, 
who reigned from India to Spain, might have retorted it againft th« 
Chriftians. 
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XM^iL ""^fi^*^**'^ ^ mature age of tbe Weftem wodL 
u^^^ In the moft corrupt ftate ci Chriftiauity^ the Bar- 
barians might leam juftke from the hw^ and 
mercy from the go/pel : and if the knowkdgc of 
their duty was infufficient to guide their adions, 
or to regulate their pafiBons ; they were fometitnes 
reftrained by confcience, and frequently punifiied 
by rcmorfe. But the dired authority of religion 
was lefs effeftual, than the holy communion which 
united them with their Chriftian brethren in fpi- 
ritual friendfhip. The influence of thefe fenti- 
mcnts contributed to fecure their fidelity in the 
fervice, or the alliance, of the Romans, to alle- 
viate the horrors of war, to moderate the infolence 
of coiiqueft, and to preferve, in the downfal of 
the empire, a permanent-refped for the name and 
inftitutions cf Rome. In the days of Paganilki, 
the priefts of Gaul and Germany reigned over the 
people, and controuled the jurifdiftion of the ma- 
giftrates ; and the zealous profelytes transferred an 
equal, or more ample, meafure of devout obe- 
dience, to the pontiffs of the, Chriftian feith. The 
facred charadler of the biftops was fi^ported by 
their temporal poffeflions ; they obtained an ho* 
nourable feat in the legiflative affemblies of fol- 
diers and freemen; and it was their intereft, as 
well as their duty, to mollify, by peaceful^ coun* 
feb, the fierce fpirit of the, Barbarians, The per- 
petual correfpondence of the Latin clergy, the 
frequent pilgrimages to Rome and Jerufalem, 
and the growing authority of the Popes, cemented 
the union of the Chriftian republic j and gradually 
produced the fimilar manners, and common jurif- 

prudence. 
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prudence, which have diftingtdflied, from Ae reft ^SA?; 
of mankind, the independent, and even hoftile, 
nations of modem Europe. 

But the operation of thefe caufes was checked 
and retarded by the unfortunate accident, whkfa 
infufed a deadly poiibn into the cup of Salvation* 
Whatever might be the early fentim^itij of Ul- 
philas, his conne6kions with the empire »)d the 
church were formed during the reign of Ariaiiifm. 
TTie apoftle of the Goths fubfcribed ihe creed of 
Rimini ; profefled with freedom, and perhaps ^ith 
fincerity, that the Son was not equal, or confob- 
ftantial to the Father '* ; commuhicated thefe er* 
rors to the ckrgy and people; and infefted the 
Barbaric world with an herefy *', which the great 
Theodoiius profcribed and eKtinguifbed among 
die Romans. The temper and underftanding of 
the new profelytes were not adapted to metaphy* 
ficai fubtleties ; but they ftrcnuoufly maintained^ 
what they had piouiiy received, as the pure and 
genuine dodrines of Chrritianity. The advantage 



/*» The opinions of U1phHa6 ami the Ooths inclined to Scnii^Ari- 
amTm, (ince they would not fay that the Son was a trtmturey though 
thfy held communion with thofe who maintained that herefy, 
Tlieir apoftle feprefented the whole controverfy as a qucftion of 
tricing nioment, which had been riiikd by the paffioas o£the cletigy. 
Theodoret, 1. iv. c. 37. 

^^ The Arianifm of the Goths has been imputed to the emperor 
Yakns : ** Itaqiie jufto Dei judicio ipfii eum vivum incendcrant, 
** qui propter cum etiam roonui, vitio erroris arfuri funt," Oro- 
fius, 1. vii. c. 33. p. 554. This cruel fentence is confirmed by Tille- 
xnont (Mem. Ecclef. torn. ri. p. 604— 6to.)» who coolly obierves, 
" un ie^lhomme entrajna dans Tenfer un nombre infini de Septen* 
^< trionaux, &e." Salvian (de Gtjbern. Dei, l..v. p. 150, ijz.) piticn 
an4 excufes their involuntary error. 
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C H A i^ of preaching and expounding the Scriptures in the 
Teutonic language, promoted the apoftolic la- 
bours of Ulphilas, and his fucceffors; and they 
ordained a competent number of bifhops and pref- 
byters, for the inftruftion of the kindred tribes. 
The Oftrogoths, the Burgundians, the Sucvi, and 
the Vandals, who had liftened to the eloquence of 
the Latin clergy^*, preferred the more intelligible 
leflTons of their domeftic teachers; and Arianifin 
was adopted as the national faith of the warlike 
converts, who were feated on the ruins of the 
Weftern empire. This irreconcilable difference 
of religion was a perpetual fource of jealoufy and 
hatred ; and the reproach of Barbarian was embit- 
tered by the more odious epithet "of Heretic. The 
heroes of the North, who had fubmitted, with 
fome^elu£tance, to believe that all their anceftors 
were in helP*; were aftoniflied arid exafperated 
to learn, that they themfelves had only changed 
the mode of their eternal condemnation. Inftead 
of the fmooth.applaufe, which Chriftian kings are 
accuftomed to expefl: from their loyal prelates, the 
orthodox bifliops and their clergy were in a ftate 
of oppdfition to the Arian courts ; and their indif- 
creet oppolition frequently became criminal, and 
might fometimes be. dangerous/^ The pulpit, 

that 

•♦ Orofius aflSntis, in the year 416 (1. 7, c. 41. p. 5?o.), that the 
churches of Chrift (of the Catholics) were filled with Huns^ Suevi^ 
Vandals, Burgundtans, 

85 Radbod, king of the Frifqns, was fo much fcandalJzed by this 
rafti declaration of a miflionary, that he drew back his foot after be 
had entered the baptifmal font. See Fleury Hift. Ecclef. torn, ix.' 
p. 167. 

«5 ThcEpiftles ofSidonius, biflipp of Clermont, under thclHfi. 
goths, and of AvituS;, biihop of Vienna^ under the Burgundians, 

expkiD| 
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that fafe and facred organ of feditiori, rcfounded 
with the names of Pharaoh and Holofernes *' ; the 
public difcontent was inflamed by the hope or 
promife of a glorious deliverance ; and the fedi- 
tious faints were tempted to promote the accom- 
pliflimcnt of their own pre4iftions. Notwithfta^d- 
ing thefe provocations, the Catholics of Qauij 
Spain, and Italy, enjoyed, under the reign of the 
Arians, the free, and peaceful, exercife of their 
religion. Their haughty mafters refpeded the 
zeal of a numerous people, refolved to die at th^ 
foot of their altars; and -the example of their de- 
vout x:onftancy was admired and imitated by the 
Barbarians themfelves. The conquerors evaded, 
however, the difgraceful reproach, or confeffion, 
of fear, by attributing their toleration to the li- 
beral motives of reafon and humanity ; and while 
they aff"eded the language, they imperceptibly 
imbibed the fpirit, of genuine Chriftianity. 

The peace of the church was fometimes inter- 
rupted. The Catholics were indifcreet, the Bar- 
barians were impatient; and the partial afts of 
feverity or injuftice which had been recommended 
by the Arian clergy, were exaggerated by the or- 
thodox writers. The guilt of perfecution may be 
imputed to Euric, king of the Vifigoths ; who 
fufpended the exercife of ecclefiaftical, or, at leaft, 
of epifcopal, . funftions ; and punilhed the popular 
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explain, fometimes ih dark hints, the general difpolitions of the 
Catholics. The hiftory of Clovis and Theodoric will fuggeft fome 
particular fa(fts. 

87 Genfcric confeffed the fefemblance, by the feverity with which 
he puuiftied fuch indifcreet allulions. Vidor Vitenlis, i,. 7. p. 10. 



T4 



bilhops 



'iBp 



THE DECLINE AND TALL 



AD. 

.419—47; 



CHAP, bifliops of Aqtiitam with impiflomnent, exile, and 
confifcarion "* Bat the onel and abford ettter- 
prile of fobdumg the minds of a whole people, 
wa$ undertaken by die Vandals alone. Geoferic 
himielf, in his early youth, had renounced the 
orthodox conununion; and the apoftate could 
neither grant, nor exped, a fim^re forgivenefe. 
He was exafperated to find, that the Afrkans, 
who had fled before him in the field, flfll pre- 
fumed to difpute his will in fynods and churdies ; 
and his ferocious mind was incapable of fear, or of 
xompaflion. His Catholic fubjefts were oj^refled 
by intolerant laws, and arbitrary puniftments. 
The language of Gcnferic was furious and fpT- 
midable ; the knowledge of his intentions tni^it 
juftify the moft unfavourable interpiietatibn of his 
aftions j and the Arians were reproached with the 
frequent executions, which ftained the palace, 
and the dominions, of the tyrant. Arms Uad «fflfi- 
bition were, however, the ruling paifion; of the 
monarch of the fea. But Hunneric, his ingiorious 
fon, who feenied to inherit only his i^ces, tor- 
mented the Catholics with the fame urirelentiHg 
fury which had been fatal to his brother, his ne- 
phews, and the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther : and, even to the Arian patriarch, who was 
inhumanly burnt alive in the midft of Carthage, 

^ Such arc the contemporary cpmpiaints of Sidonius, bi/hop of 
CltrmoT^t (1. vii. c. 6 p. 181, &c, edit, ^irn^ond). Gregory of 
Tours, who quotes this Epiftk (1. ji. c. 45. in torn. ii. p. 174.) ex* 
toils an unwarrantable aflcrtion, that of the nine vacancies in 
Aquitain, fomc hdd been produced i>y cpifcopal martyrdoms. 
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The xt^^w war was preceded and prepared by c hap ^ 
ja@ infidbus truce; perfecution was made the ^^^..^-w' 

jericms and iii^ortant bufmef^ of the Vajidal 
cpmt ; ^d the loathfome difeafet which haftene4 
the d«th of Ifeimeric, revenged the .injuries, 
"^^^jssout contribufing to the dcUreraace, of the 
cburdi* The tharone of A&ka was fuciicffivcly 
fitted by the tik> nephews of Hmmeric^ bjGn&ir Gundir 
daimind, who reigned about twehc, ^d by ^,d,\$4, 
Thr^mund, who governed ihe nation zb&n 
(wenty-feven years. Their jfcdminiftration was 
hoftije and oppreflive to the orthodox party. 
Gundaitiund appeared to emidate, or eren to 
furpafs, the cruelty of his uncle; and, if at 
length he relented, if he recalled the bifliops, 
^d :fieftored the freedom of Athanafian worfhip, 
a preistatujre death intercepted the benefits of hfe 
tardy clemency. His brother, Thrafimund, wais Thrafi- 
the greateft and moft accomplifhed of the Vandal ^ p*^' ^ 
iings, whom he excelled in beauty, prudence, 
^nd magnanimity of ibul. But this naagnanimous 
4c:harader was degraded by his intolerant Eeal and 
deceitful clemency. Inftead of threats and toiv 
tures, he employed the gentle, but efficacious, 
powers of feduftion. Wealth, dignity j and the 
royal favour, were the liberal rewards of apo- 
ftacy; the Catholics, who had violated the laws, 
might purchafe their pardon by the renunciation 
of their faith ; an4 whenever Thrafimund medi- 
tated any rigorous meafure, he patiently waited 
till the indifcretion of his adverfaries furniflied 
him with a fpecious opportunity. Bigotry was 
hi§ laft fentiment in the hour of death ; and he 
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cx'a^d from his fucceffor a folemn oath, that 
he would never tolerate the feftaries of Athana- 
fms. But his fucceffor, Hilderic, the gentle fdn 
of the lavage Hunneric^ preferred the duties of 
humanity and juftice, to the vain obligation of 
an impious oath ; and his icceffion was glorioufly 
marked by the reftoration of peace and univerfai 
freedom, ; The throne of that virtuous, though 
feeble monarch, was ufurped by his caufin Geli- 
mer, a zealous Arian: but the Vandal kingdom, 
before he could enjoy or abufe his power, was 
fubverted by the arms of Belifarius; aild the 
orthodox party retaliated the injuries which they 
had endured *^. 

The paflionate declamations of the Catholics, 
the fole hiftorians of this perfecution^ cannot 
afford any^diftinft feries of caufes and events; 
any impartial view of charatterg, or counfels; 
but the moft remarkable circumflances, that de- 
fence eiiher credit of notice, may be referred to 
the following heads: I. In the original law, 
which is fliU extant^'', Hunno-ic exprefely de- 

^') The original monuments of the Vandal pcrfecution are prcferv- 
ed in the five books of the Hiftory of Vidlor Vitenfis (de Perfecutionc 
Vandalica), a bilhop who was exiled by Hunneric ; in the Life of 
St. Fuhrentius, who was diftinguiihed in the pcrfecution of Thrafi- 
raund (in Biblioth. Max. Patrum, torn. ix. p. 4— 16.)> and in the 
firft book of the Vandalic War, by the impartial Procopius (c. 7, S. 
p. 196,197, 198, J99.). Dom Riiinart, the laft editor ofViaor, 
h.-s illuilrated the whole fubjcd with a copious and learned appa- 
ratus of notes and fupplement. ( Paris, >i 694.) 

90 Vidor. iv. a. p. 65. Hunneric refufes the name of Catholics 
to the Homooujtans. He defcribes, as the veri Divinse Majeftatis 
cultbres, his own party, who profcffed the faith, confirmed by more 
than a thoufand'b*ihaps, in the fynods of Rimini and Seleucia. 
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dares, and the declaration appears to be correft, ^^^ Ap. 
that he had faithfully tranfcribed the regulations u— vf^. 
and penalties of the Imperial edifts ; againfl the 
heretical congregations, the clergy, and the 
people, who diffented from the eftabliflied reli- 
gion. If the rights of confcience had been un- 
derftocKl, the Catholics muft have condemned 
their paft conduft, or acquiefced in their adual 
fufferings. But they ftiU perfifted to refufe the 
indulgence which they claimed. While they 
trembled under the lafh of perfecution, they 
praifed the laudable fererity of HuAneric himfelf, 
who burnt or baniflied great numbers of Ma- 
nichseans^'; and they rejefted, with horror, the 
ignominious compromife, that the difciples of 
Anus, and of Athanafius, fliould enjoy a reci- 
procal and fimilar toleration in the' territories of; 
the Romans, and in thofe of the Vandals^*. 
IL The praftice of a conference, which the Ca- 
tholics had fo frequently ufed to infult and punifh 
their obftinate antagonifts, ws^ retorted againfl 
themfelves*\ At the command of Hunneric, 
four hundred and fixty-fix orthodox bifliops. 
affembled at'^Carthagej but when they were ad- 

9' Vi<flor. ii. I. pv if , ai, Laudabilior , . . videbatur. In the' 
MSS. which omit this word, the palFage is unintelligible. See Rui. 
nart. Not. p. 164; "^ 

w Vidtor. ii. a. p. aa, «3. ITie clergy of Carthage called thcfc 
conditions, perienlo/a ; and they feem, indeed, to have been pro- 
pofed as a fnare to entrap the Catholic bifhops. 

91 See thejiarrativc of this conference, and the treatnjent of the ' 
biftiops, m Vidor. ii. 13-^iS. p. 35—4*. and the whole fourth 
bookj p. 63 — 171. The third hook, p. 4a— 6i. is entirely filled 
ty their apology or confcfllon of faith. , . 

5 mitted 
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c ^^^' nftted infe the hall of audience, Aey had the 
c-^r-^j mortification of beholding the Arian Cirila ex- 
alted on the patriarchal throne. The difpotants 
vene Iqparated, after the mmtual a«d ordinary 
reproaches of noife and filence, of delay and 
precipitation, of military force and 6f popular 
daafnour. One martyr and one c»nfeffor were 
feleded among tiae Catholic biAops; twenty- 
eight efcaped by ^ight, and eighty eight by con- 
formity; forty-fix were fent into Corfica to cut 
timber for the royal navy ; and three hundred 
and two were baniflied to the different parts of 
Afiica, expolbd to the infidts of their enemies, 
and carefiifly deprived of all the temporal and 
fpiritual <:omforts of life^. The hardfbips of 
ten yeaars exile muft have reduced their numbers ; 
and if they had complied with the law of iFhra- 
fimund, which prohibited any epifcopal confe- 
c4-arions, the orthodox: church of Africa muft- 
have expired with the lives df its aOiuatl members. 
They difobeyed:; wA their difobedience was pu^ 
niihed by a fecond esdle of two hundred and 
twenty bilhops iirto Sardinia ; where they lan- 
guiftifid fifteen years, till the aceeflion of the 
gracious Hilderic ^^ The two iflands were judi- 

cioufly 

94 See the lift of the African bilhopq, in Vi^or. p. 117— X40. and 
Rttinart s notes, p. 21$ — 397. The fchifma'tic name of JOonatuj (re-. 
qiiently occurs, and they appear to have adopted (like our fanatics 
of the laft age) the pious appellations of i)«^ia/tttf, Deogratias^ ^id'i 

95 Fulgent. Vit. c. 16—29. Thrafinnund afTefted the praife of 
moderation and learning ; and Fulgcntiusaddre fled three books of 
controverfy to the Arian tyrant, whom he itylcs pujjime Hex. 

Biblioth. 
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cioufljr chofeii by the malice of tR^ Afkn £^^r^' 
tyrams. Seneca, from his own experience, has ^-.v-^' 
deplored and exaggerated the miferable ftate of 
Corfica'% and the plenty of Sardinia was over- 
balanced by the unwholefome quality of the air ^^ 
IQ. The z«al of Genferic, and his fucceffors, for 
the convorfion of the Catholics, muft have renv 
dered them ftill more jealous to guard the purity 
of the Vandal faith. Before the churches were 
finally fhut, it was a crime to appear in a Bar- 
barian drefs ; and thofe who prefumed to negle£l 
the royal mandate, were rudely dragged back- 
wards by their long hair^'. The Palatine offi- 
cers, who refufed to profefs the religion of their 
prince, were ignominioufly ttripped of their ho- 
nours and employments ; banished to Sardinia 
and Sicily; or condemned to the fervile labours 
of flaves and peafants in the fields of Utica. In 
the diftrifts which had been peculiarly allotted to 
the Vandals, the exercife of the Catholic worfliip 
was more ftridly prohibited; and fevere penal- 

BibL'oth, Maxim. Patrum, torn. ix. p. 41* O^^y ^xty bi/hops arc 
mentioned as exiles in the life of FuJgentius; they are increafed to 
one hundred and twenty by VJdtorTunnuncnlis, and Ifidorej but 
the nunaber of two hundred and twenty is fpecincd in the Hipt»Ha 
Mi/ceUa, and a fhort authentic chronicle of the times. See Ruinart, 

P- 570* 57'- 

96 See 4:he bafe and infipid epigrams of the Stoic, who could not 
fupport exile with more fortitude than Ovid. Corfica might not 
produce corn, wine, or oil j but it could not be deftitute of grafs, 
water,, and even fire. 

97 Si ob gravitatem coeli interiflent, i/iU damnum. Tacit. An- 
nal. ii. 85. In this application, Thrafimund would have adopted 
the reading of fome critics, utile damnum. 

9^ Seelbefr preludes of a^wrr/i/pcrfcciTtion, in Viftor, ii. 3,4. 7. 
and the two cdi<as of Hunncric, 1. il p. sj. 1. iv. p. 64. 
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xxxvn ^^ ^^^* denounced againft the guilty both of the 
miflionary, and. the profelyte. By thde arts, the 
faith of the Barbarians was preferved, and their 
zeal was inflamed ; they difcharged,. with devout 
fury, the office of fpies, informers, or execu- 
tioners; and whenever their cavalry took the 
field, it was the favourite amufement of the 
march, to defile the churches, and to infult the 
clergy of the adverfe faftion ^. IV. The citizens 
who had been educated in the luxury of the Ro- 
man province, were delivered, with exquifite 
cruelty, to the Moors of the defert. A vene- 
rable train of biihops, prefbyters, and deacons, 
with a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not precifely 
afcertained, were torn from their native homes, 
by the command of Hunneric. During the nighty 
they were confined, like a herd of cattle, amidft 
their own ordure ; during the day they purfued 
their march over j:he burning fands ; and if they 
faintefl under the heat and fatigue, they were 
goaded, or dragged along, till they ex{^ed in 
the hands of their tormento^ '**. Thefe un- 
- happy exiles, when they reached the Mooriih 
huts, might excite the compalSon of a people, 
whofe native humanity was neither improved by 
reafon, nor corrupted by fanaticifm : hut if they 
efcaped the dangers, they were condemned to 

99 Sec Procopius dc Bell. Vandal. 1. i. c. 7. p. 197, 19S, A 
Mooriih prince endeavoured to propitiate the God of the Chriftiana* 
by his diligence to eraze the marks of the Vandal facrilfge. 

■=® Sec this ftory in ViAor. ii. 8— 1». p. io— 34- Vi^r dcfcribct 
the diftrcft of thefe confcfTors as an eye-witnefs. 

ftare 



^ OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 

•fhare the diftrefs, of a favage life/ V/ It is in- ^^^vn 
cumbent ojx the authors of perfecution previoufly u^^^^' 
to refleft, whether they are determined to fup- 
port it in the -laft extrane. They ex^e the 
flame which they ftrive to extinguiih ; and it foon 
becomes neeeflary to chaftife the contumacy, as 
well as the crime, of the oflfender. The fine, 
which he is unable or unwilling to difcharge, 
expofes his perfon to the feverity of the law ; and 
his contempt of lighter penalties fuggefts the ufe 
andi propriety of capital puniftiment. Through 
the veil of fidion and declamation, we may 
clearly perceive, that the Catholics, more efpe- 
cially under the reign of Hunneric, endured the 
moll cruel and ignominious treatment '°'. Refpeft- 
able citizens, noble matrons, and confecrated 
, virgins, were ftripped naked, arid raifed in the 
air by pullies, with a weight fufpended at their 
feet. In this painful attitude their naked bodies 
were torn with fcourges, or burnt in the mod 
tender parts with red-hot plates of iron. The 
amputation of the ear^, the nofe, the tongue, and 
the right-hand, was inflided by the Arians ; and 
although the precife number canuot be defined, 
it is evident that, many perfons, among whom 
a bilhop'^"^ and a proconfuP""^ may be named, 

»o' See the fifth book ofVi<5tor. His pafTionate complaints are 
confirmed by the fober tcftimonv of Procopius, and the public de- 
claration of .he emperor JulUnian. (Cud. U i. tit. xxyii.) 

»o* Vi(5lor. ii. 18. p. 41. 

*°^ Vidtor. V. 4. p. 74, 75. His nanae was Vt^ort anus ^ and iic 
.was a wealthy citizen ot Adrumrtum, who enjoyed the confidence 
of the king ; by whofe favour he had obtained the oflScc, or at lealt 
the title, of proconful of Africa. 

were 
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CHAP, were entitled to the crown of martyrdom. Tlici 
x_ ^^_f ' fame lionour has been afcribed to the me- 
mory of count Sebafthn, who prcrfeffed the 
Nicene creed with mifhaken conftancy; and 
Genferic might deteft, as an heretic, the brave 
and ambitious fugitive whom he dreaded as a 
rival"*. VI. A new mode of converlion, which 
might fubdue the feeble, and alarm the timorous, 
was employed by the Arian minifters. They 
impofed, by fraud or violence, the rites of bap* 
tifm ; and puniflied the apoftacy of the Catholics, 
if they difclaimed this odious and profane cere- 
mony, which fcandaloutfy violated the freedom 
of the will, and the unity of the fecrament ^'^. 
The hoftile fefts had formerly allowed the vali- 
dity of each other^s baptifm ; and the innovation, 
fo fiercely maintained by the Vandals, can be 
imputed only to the example and advice of the 
Donatifts. VII. The Arian clergy furpaffed, in 
religious cruelty, the king and his Vandals ; but 
they were incapable of cultivating the fpiritual 
vineyard, which they were fo defirous to poffefs. 
A patriarc;h '"^ might feat himfelf on the throne 
of Carthage ; ^ fome biiliops, in the principal 
cities, might ufurp the place of their rivals ; buc 

T 104 Vi<ftor. 1. 6. p. 8, 9. After relating: the firm rcliftancc and 
dextrous reply of count Sebaftia'iu ^^ adus,quarc alio generic argu- 
mento poftea bellicofum virum occidit. 

^5 Vid^. V. iz, 13* TiUcmont, Mem. Ecclef. torn, vi* 
p. 609. 

^^ Primate was more properly the title of the biihop of Carthage j 
but the^narae oSpatrimrcb was gpven by the fedts and nation^ to thcif' 
principal ecclcfiaftic« See Thomai&n,> DiieipHne de FEglife, torn* i. 
p. 155- >y8. 
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the fmallnefs of their numbers, and their -igna- %^J^?^ 
ranee of the Latin language ***% difqualified the. 
Barbarians for the ecclefiaftical miniftry of a 
great church; and the Africans, after the lofs 
of their orthodox paftors, were deprived of the 
public exercife of Chriftianity. ^ VIII. The em-i 
perors were the . natural protestors of the Ho* 
mooufian doftrine : and the faithful people of 
Africa, both as Romans and as Catholics, pre- 
ferred their lawful fovereignty to the ufurpation 
of the Barbarous heretics. During an interval 
of peace and friendihip, Hunneric reftored the 
cathedral of Cartjiage ; at the interceffion of 
Zeno, who reigned in the Eaft, and of Placidia, 
the daughter and relifl: of emperors, and the 
fifter of the queen of the Vandals "^ But this 
decent regard was of fljort duration; and the 
haughty tyrant difplayed his contempt for the 
religion of the Empire, by ftudioufly arranging 
the bloody images of perfecution, in all the 
principal ilreets through which the Roman am- 
baffador muft pafs in his way to the palace "% 
An oath was required from the bifhops, who 
were affembled at Carthage, that they would fup-» 
port the fucceffion of his fon Hilderic, and that 

io7 The patriarch Cyrila himfelf publicly declared, that he did 
not underftand Latin (Vidtor. ii. i8. p. 4a.) j Nefcio Latiiie ; and 
he might converfe with tolerable eafe, without being capable of 
difputing or preaching in that language. His Vandal clergy vf^ri 
ftill more ignorant ; and fmail confidence could be placed in th< 
Africans, who had conformed. 

IPS Vidtor. ii. I, a. p. aa. 

»o'; Vi^or. V. 7. p. 77. He apjeah to the ambaflador himfclfi 
vrhofe name was Uranius* 

Voju VI. U th«y 



apo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

xxxvii' ^^ would . rcfip wee all fordg^a or tranfmarine 
v^^^v'^^ correfpondence. This engagement, confident as it 
ihould feem with their moral and religious duties, 
.was refufed by the more fagacious members**^ 
^f the ^mWy. , Th^iir refufal, faintly coloured 
by the pretence, that it is unlawful for a Chviflian 
to fwear^ n^ifl proroke the fufpicions o( a jealox» 
tyrant. , 

Catholic The Catholics, opprefled by royal and mili- 
frauds, ^afy force, were far fuperior to their advcrfaries 
in numbers and learning. With the fame weapons 
which the Greek '".and Latin fathers had already 
proved for the Arian controverfy, they re- 
peatedly lileneed, or vanquifhcd, the fierce and 
illiterate fucceffors of Ulphifeis. The confciouf- 
nrfs of their own fuperiority might have railed 
them above the arts, and paffions, of reSgious 
' warfare. Yet, inftead of affumhig fuch honour- 
able pride, the orthodox theologians were tempted, 
by the affurance of impunity, lo compofe fic- 
tions, which mult be fti^ma^sed with the epithets 
of fraud and forgery, ^hey afcribed their own 
polemical works to the moft venerable names of 
Ghriflian antiquity : the chaira£kers oi Athanafiu^ 

"o Ajufhresy ViAor. iv. 4. p. 70. He plainly intimates that their 
^iiotatiqn of the Gofpel " Non jurabitjs in toto," lyas only meant 
jo elude the obligatioji of an inconvenient oath. The f<lrty-fix 
, tifliops who refufed were baniilie^ to Corfica; the three hnndred 
Stn4 two who fwore, were diftribiited through the proTinccs of 
^frica. 

»»> Fulgentius, bifhop bfl^ufpse, in the Byzacenc province, wa» 
of a fenatoriat family, and had received a liberal education. He 
could repeat all Homer and Menander before he was allowed to 
ftudy Latin, his native tongue (Vit. Fulgent, c. i.). Many Afri- 
can biftiops might underftand Greek, and many Greek theologians 
/ were tranllated into Latin « 

and 
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Ihd Augviftln were awkwardly perfonated by Vi- CHAP, 
gilius and bis difciples *** ; and the fiimous creed, ^^^^"* 
wbigh fo clearly exfioiinds the myfteries of the 
Trinity and the incarnation, k deduced, with 
ftrong probability, from thia African fchool"** 
Even die Scriptures themfelves Were profatied hf 
their ralh and facjrilegious hands* The menaoi 
rable text, which allerta the unity of the Threes 
who bear witnefs in Heaven "\ is condemned by 
the univerfal filence of the orthodox fathers^ 
ancient verfions^ and autheitidc n^anUicripts "^ 

It 

. "» Compare the two ]1refaces to the Dialogue of Vigiliiis of- 
Thapfus (p. 118, 119. edit. Chiflet)i . He might amufe his learned 
reader with an innocerit fi*<5tion ; but the fubjeft was too grave, and 
the Africans were too ignorant. 

<n The P. Quefnel ftarted this opinion j which has bceri favour- 
ably received. But the three following truths^ however furprifin^ 
they may feera, are ncnv liniveriiilly acknowledged (Gerard Vofliusi 
torn vi. p. 516-^521. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclcf. torn. viii. p- 667 
^^67 1.). I. St. Athanafius is not the author of the creed which i^ 
fo frequently read in our churches. 2; It does not appear to have 
exiftcdj within a century after his death. 3. It was originally com- 
pofed in the Latin tongue^ and^ confcquently, in the Weftetn pro- 
vinces. Gennadius, patriarch of Conftantinople, was fo much 
amazed by this extraordinary compofition, that he frankly pro- 
iiouhced it tc* be the work of a drunkeii mail. Petav. Dogmat. 
Theologica, torn, ii* I. vif. Ci 8. p. 687 

"4 I John, v. 7. See Simon, Hift. Critique du Nottveau Tefta* 
mcntj part i. c. Xviii. p. 203—2x8. ; and part ii, c. ix. p. 99— 
121. : and the elaborate Prolegomena ^nd Annotations of Dr. Mill 
and Wctftciii to their editions of the Greek Teftameftt. In 1689* 
the pajrift Simon ftrove to be free; in 1707, the proteiiant Mill 
wifhed to be a flave ; in 1751^ the Armihian Wetfteiri ufed the li- 
berty of his times, and of his U€l» 

*»5 of tf// the MSB. now extant, above fourfcorc iti number^ fomc 
6f which are more than izod years old (Wctfteiii ad loc). The 
arikodox copdes of the Vatican, of the Complutenfian editors, of Ro* 
bert Stephens, are ^come invifible ; and the t<wo T^SS# of Dublin 
and BerliR are unworthy to form an exception. See Emlyn'» Works , 

U 2 voL 
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x^v« ' ^^ ^^^ ^ alleged by the Catholic bifltops whom 
v^..-vp;5L/ Jim^i^fTk .jftinvn^ Vthft j^©n^PWfenpf ^ <^ 

,. . thage^''^ An allegorical mterpi;©|frtW5 i«^b^ 
fowp, JiCltaps, ^f qi: «i«gwtil 1 JK)Wt: r«k3JSWl«i! ffhe 
twcl:^f. ^ Latin ?ible«i rvfhichjjdl^ iWie^wi 
Wd<:«*jrcai54,i^ ;a dark i period M>tQSirjfitnt»^ 
j3Ufc8rjth©^iirrenii«n .bf :.^iwiag ' v, Hh^ ^fedkomefl* 
thc;G»feelt\Teftimept-yUldpd tactheo^^^ pro? 

j»di*€Si:;or .t^jft^ejof tbe tiriies *'*-, Midi tberpfw® 
If^iKl, ' li^iehx/^m^ embj^acedjiidtb eqaftal^aQakafc 
B:citm aM nJnCieJWva^ ^hwr been ^finitely naul* 



v#l. «.{).' 117-^25^.' •»69i^9 ; 'and M. d€ Afi%'s (buy mgcRi^ixa 
letters, in tcon viH^i^n^ ijf.^f tbf Journal pritanntque* 

.'»^ Or,.«norp prope rjy* by tl^ ^«r bilhops who compoJfcd antj 
publffhed ^hc^ro^effibri of taith in the name of their bretnren. 'rticy 
ft^fe this t«xt, luce drift's (Vidtor Vitenfis deferfecut. VkftdaK 
1. fii..f* ii*P- 54-)* ^t is <Juot<?d ^on j^terwarife by the A^TKtq 
polemics, Vijf ilius and JFujgentius, 

*'? In the^ eleventh and twelfth centuries, the fiibles were cor- 
rciSedby LinfraSc, ^i^hblfhop of Canterbury, and by Nicolas, a car* 
^ii\5l«id ?ij>5yia(n; of tha Raman chv^h, ifecupdum orthodoxani 
fi^em^ (Wetftcip, f rolegonu p.- 84, 85,). Nptwithftanding thefc 
cdtte^iiifsrthe'p^ffage is ftiU wanting in twenty-five Latin MSSl 
(W^tdeiff^iili^Orthe oldefland the faureft; two qualities feldom 
ui^itfjdj e)«^gtf n maniifcripts. 

'Jl- 'Hie aj;f,^wW«h the Germans had inTentcd was appli^ ia 
Italy fd" the profane writers of Rome and Greece. The original 
Gfeek ef tfic'fl«w Teftamcnt was publifhed about the fame time 
(A» J)*.tii4M»5^6f »5to.) by the induftry of £iafmii8> and the 
munificehce of Cardinal Ximen^s.. The Complutenfian Pqlyglc^ 
cdft the <iardiflijl 50,000 ducats, ^ee Mattaire Annal. Typography 
torn, iivp-i— 8. r45-rX3a. ; and WetfteiB, Prolegomena, p. ii6— 

. * »9 The three witnefTes have been eftabliihed in our Greek Tefta- 
ments by the prudence ofErafmus; the honeft bigotry of the Com- 
plutenfian ediloyps; the typographical fraud, or ert'or, of Robert 
Stephens in the placing a crotchet ; a«d the deliberate falfchood, 
©r ftrange mifapprehenfion, of Theodore Bcza, 

tiplied 



AeircdaWerf^inay be idbibed, with ffi» 
to Kfhefe^^^wn^^kdufti^jr, « than torith^ ivifiWeC^iiD** 
» t«[ftipn'^df £foaveh. Tet die blftoi^, who vk^iXiti^ 
this ladi^SiMQf^o cdliflid wich am imjiartisil e^e, ma^i 
conddcendii'td meiid6& ^/i^ pr@t£bi a^^ent, 

which will edify the devout, and furpyife the in- 
credulous. : Tipafa *'''^, a maritime ; colony . of 
Mauritania, fixte^n miles to the eaft of 'Caefarea, 
had been diftinguifhed, in every £^ge, .by the 
orthodox zeai ; of its inhabitants. They had 
braved the fury of the Donatifts '" ; they refifted, 
or eluded, the tyranny of the Arians. The town 
was deferted on the j^proach.of an heretical 
bifhop : moft of the inhabitants who could pro* 
cure fhipjs pafle4 over, to the coaft of Spain j mid 
the unhappy I'emnant, refuiing all ccnamumon 
with the , ufurper, ftill prefumed to hold thdr 
pious, but illegal, affemljlies. Their difobc- 
dience exaiper^ted .the cruelty pf Hmmeric* > A 
military count was difpatched from Carthage to 
Tipafa: he colleateiJ the Catholics in the Forum, 
and^L in the prefencc of the whole province, de-» 

»«> Plin.^fifift^ Natural, v. i. Itincrar. Weflcljng, p. 15, Ccl* 
larius, Gcograph/Ant'q: torn, ii. partii. p. 127 This Tipai^ 
(which hiUft hot be confounded with another in Num»dia) was 4 
towlTof fbme note, fincc Vefpafian endowed it with the right 0f 
Liatium. 

P^ l^tatus Milevitanus de Schifm. Donatift. 1, ii, p. 38. 

V$ prive4 
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X \vti' V^^^ *^ g^l^y o^ *^i^ right-hands and their 
tongues- But the holy confeflors contiiiued to 
fpeak without tongues ; and this miracle is at- 
tefted by Viftor, an African bifliop, who pab- 
lifted an hiftory of the perfecution within tw6 
years after the event **\ " If any one,*' fays 
Viftor, *^ ftould doubt of the truth, let hfm 
f^ repair to Qonftantinople, and liften to die clesdf 
** and perfect language of Reftitutus, the fub- 
f* deacon, one of thefe glorious fufFerers, who 
*^ is now lodged in the palace of the enlperor 
f* Zeno, and is refpeded hy the devout em- 
." prefs/' At Gonftantinople we are aftonifhed 
to find a cool, a learned, an une^cceptionable 
witnefs, without intereft, and without paffioh. 
^neas of, Ga^a, a Platonic philofbpher, has ac- 
curately defcribed his own obferyations on thefe 
African fufferer§. f^ I faw them myfelf : I heard 
f^ them fpeak : I diligently enquired by what 
f* means fuch an articulate voice could be; formed 
f^ without any organ of fpeech : I ufed my eyes to 
f * examine the report of my ears : I opened their 
f^ mouth, and faw that the whole tongue had been 
f* completely torn away by the roots ; an pperd- 
f' tlon which the phyficians generally fuppofe to 
J* be mortal"^'' The teftimony of JSneas of Gaz^ 

»^ Vfiflor Vitcnfis, v. 6. p. 76. Ruinart, p. '483— 487. 

»*J JEricas G.'w«U8 in Thcophi^fto, in Biblioth. Patrum, 
tmn, via. p. 664, 665. He Was aChriftian, and compofed tkisi 
Dialogue (the'Thcopbraftiis) on the immortality of the foul, ttnd 
fhc refurreaion of the body; befidcs twenty-fivc Epiftlcs, ftill ex- 
tant. See Cave (Hift. Litteraria, p. 5^97.) and fabricius (Bibl 
Onec, totn, i. p. 4%%,), ; •. , 

pgbt 
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vS^ be confirmed by the fupeifluous eviUeilee xxx^n! 
<3f. tlie emperor Juftinian, m a perpetual eSSt ; bf- v^-v^in-^ 
CQunt Marcellinus, in his Chronicle of the times ; 
a^d of tope Oregory the Firft, who had reM^d 
^ Cbnftantinople, as the minifter of the Roman 
pontitf."*. ' They all lived within the compafs trf 
a centuiry ; and they all appeal to thdt perfoxial 
knowledge, or the putflic notoriety, fdr the tnlth 
i^f a tmracle, whigh was repeated ill feveral in- 
ftanccs, difplayed on the greatsefll theatre of the 
irorld, and fubmijEted^ during a feries of years, to 
the calm exaniin^tion of the jfcnfes. This fupcma- 
tural gilt of the Afncan confeffors, who (poke with- 
out tongues, will command the ailent of thofe, and 
of thofe only, who already believe that their iaii* 
guage was pure and orthodox. But the ftubbdrn 
miiad of an infidel is guarded by fecret, incurable 
iufpicionj and the Arian, or Sdcinian, who hag 
ferionfly rejefted the dodrine of the Trinity, will 
j3ot be ihaken by the mofl: ^lakiiifale evidence of an 
Athanailan miracle. 

The Vandals and the Oftrogoths perfevered in The ruin 
th& profeffion of Arianifm dll the final ruin of the nffm"*" 
kingdoms which ti^ had founded in Africa and among the 
Italy. The Barbarians of Caul £ibmitted to the nans, 



A. D. 

500— 700, 



>^^ Juftinian. Codex, 1. i. tit. xxvit. Marcellin. in Chron. p. 45. 
Ill Thefaur. TMnporum Scaliger. Pr6cei»a«, de Bell. Vandal. 1. i« 
c. 7* p. 196. Orqgor. Magnus i)ialog. iiu ^. None of thefe 
witnefles have fpecified tbe number of the coofefibrs, wbieh is 
feed at fixty In an old menology (apud Ruifmrt» p. 4S6. )• Tw«^ of 
them loft their fpeech by fornication ; but the miracle is enhanaed 
by the lingular inftance of a boy who had seivr ijpokcn befbre hit 
• topgue was out out. 

U 4 orthodox 
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Yvvvi^' Orthodox donaiuion of th^ Fraoks r,,aiidjSgfU9 W!^ 

Revolt . '^tl^'Mh&i 

t^omoi Mampf^.oif i' royal ma|rtyri^ Vhom c^. ^diaer. 

Ipain" gild, ' th^ Gdthic monarch of Spjiiio, defi?nre4 t^? 
^''g refpe£li'6f liiS enemies, and the Ipye.jpf jiis fi^ 
jefts f 'th6 Catholics ^njovedVa Jr^i^ ^tolgrat^o^ 
artd his Kiidii . fynods ^ attempted, J :y^put^pim^ 
fucfccfs/ to reooncile /their fcrupl^^^.^by al^oliAiflg 
thfe* unpbpular'fite of a ^rwi^/^lpkpti^ ' ^ ^\r 
craft fon Hermeiiegi^^ wlib^y^as inv^fted .^^b^^ 
fa^dr with t^ royal,. jSa^^ and, the -£aif prjua-f 
rfffetlky-drBafi^^ hpnQurabl^j.and 

otthbdox* aniance\with a Merovipgi^n pri^^c^fe^. 
tHe^dliigiiter bfSi^ibert,' fe^gof ^uitrafia*^ ,^4; 
pf^'the 'i^ous^'prune^^^ T'^^ beai^equs ^^n- 

.gnhdiL wlib.. was np^ tjhan tjiirfeeii yej^; 

of age, was 'received,' belbv^j^^.^djp^cj^teijy il. 
t^t^ A^tif, ^ourt bfjTol^o Jj ai^d hej; >re]^^i^ 
coiyniailcy was alternately /aiTauItied, yrith, .blj^^flj-r^ 
ihfents and * viplerice ' liy, Gpifvi|itha> ^ thfr QpH^fr. 
(qfuefen,"wh6:al5ufed'^'the double claim of matem^ 
authority "^ Incenfed. by her rej[tftante,,.Gpi£-. 

yinthjj 

^^ See tHe two general hiftortans of Spain, Mariana (Hifl:. de > 
Rebus Hifpahiae, ton^. i. 1. ▼. c. x^rriS' P* J8ar-i940 apd Pet- 
reras (French tranflation, torn. ii. p. 4o6-rs47*)* Mariana almdb^ 
forget9 that \\c is a Jefuit^.tq aflfunie the ftyle and fpiri^of a Rpman 
cniflic. Ferreras, an induftrious compiler, revieiys hb fa^s aufi 
fe^iSes his cl\ronolQ^y. 

^^ Goifvintha fuccefllvely married two kings of t]»e Vi^goUi^: 
Athanigild> to whom flie bore Br^ijechild, the inother of Ipgundis^ 



/. 
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bair^^ ftihiimanly daflied ^^er a^aSi^^A 
kicked her till fhe was cdyeted^.witT|i,g|l^^^ 
aft lafft gave orders that (he , flipulq 1^ ^^ltli»i 
ahd thro^ iht6 , a. bafoA, or fifh^Mn^ .^*^ * ^?^ 
aid honour, migfet^ excite Heiroenegildktp^jref^l^^ 
this mjurioiis. treatmenj: of fos tride ; ?i^ h^^faSS 
giftiduaSIy perfuaded that fnguncjis -Jfu^Ted 4i?r. 
the caiife of diving truth. Her tender (:^mp]sfli^S3|; 
aSaJ-* the ^(ee^ghty arguments of Leapd^;?:, ^oh* 
tfifliop of Seville; accoriipliflied, his ^converfion f! 
and rfil heir of the Gothic" nipnarchy was initiated 
in the l^icene faith by' the iplenin rites of cpn-. 
firmation "^'^ The raflfiyouth^' inflamed by zeal, 
and peAaps^ by ambition, was^ tempjed Jo yiol^ij^j 
the ' diitifes oF^a ,£otai, and a fubj^di j . jind .tbg CfM-, 
thdlics of Sp^, although they could ijpt ,^^. 
plain of perfecuti6i^, applauded his pious rete^?, 
iftjn againft in hcreticai father. The civil ym 
^as prbtraflted by the' loiig . an^^ gqftmate' |ieges pf. 
Mefida, -Cordova, and Seyille, which had^ ft^ 
nubuflyefpoufed* the' party 9f Hernaen^fld. ^^^^^ 
jifVited-^ the orthgdoic Bartiafiahs, tiie Suevi,^and 

;|nd^£6^vtgifd, 'tv^oft HWfe>ii^> Hcfmenegfid and Recij-ed, wcjfc 
thp iflWypf a former marriage. 

**7 Iracundiac furore fuccenfa, adpfehenfam per comam eapitis 
pudlam in terram conlidifc, et diu ca^cibi|S verberatam, ac. fanguiive 
cr^ntatam, jiiffit exCpottatl, ct pifcinx irafiiergl. Greg^Turon. 
it* c» 39- i** torn, it: p»7,SS* Gregory is brie of our heft orl- 
gitials'for this portion of hiftory; ' . ! . . 

»»« T^e Cathblics who admitted the baptifrii of heretics, repeat^ 
the rite, or, as it i/fras afterwards flyledi t!/e facrament of confirma- 
tion, to which they afcribed many myftic and marvellous preroga- 
tives, both vifible ^d Jnvilible. See Chardop> Hiif^des Sacifpmens, 
Jpn?, i. p. 405-*55?' •. • -'A 

' ' ' " til? 
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THE DUei/lNS AN© ?Att 

tbe f'rttlks^ to the deftru^on <if rht« JiatiMe }jml : 
he JoKdrUsd the 4iwgercm§ «d df tha^ i^om^di^ 
who pdfefled Ahm^ an4 «t l^artr of die S^wilb 
eoaft ; and hi$ holy amlMifli<lors the arehbi&Qp 
Leandery dSe^Jtmlly xiegoaated m perlbn ,/wiiii 
the Bft^sOitit court. But the ^fiopts of tl^ Cft? 
thoties were cmflied by the adive diligen(^ of a 
monarch whp commaiiddd tbe^ t^oc^ aiid tM^* 
ikree of Spafe ; and the guilty Hqrmenegiid, afaa? 
hjs vain attempts to refift or fp .efcape, t^ com* 
pelkd to furpfuder l^mfelC into i the hand$ of m 
incenfed father* Leorigild wa&. illll mindjiil of 
that facred chara£ler ; ^u:ui the , rebels defpoiled o£ 
the r^al omamenfts, was ftilL permitted, ia a 
decent exUe^ to pwfefe the CathgKc rehgionl 
His repealed an4 unfuccefgful treafons at length 
provol^ the Indignation of the Gothic king ; 
3^ the fis^taice of death, which he pronounced 
with apparejat reluftance, was privately executed 
in the tower of Seville. TheihAecdble conftancy 
with which he refufed to accept the Arian com- 
munion, a& the price of his fafety, may excufe 
the hcmours that have been. paid to the memory 
pf St« Hermenegild. His wife and infant fon 
were detained by the Romans in ignoininious 
captivity : and this domeflic misfortune tamilh- 
ed the glories of Leovigild, and embittered the 
jiaft moments of his life. 

His fon and fucceffor, , Recared, the firfl: Ca* 

tholic king of Spain, had imbibed the feith of 

- his unfortunate brother, which he fupported with 

more prudence and fuccefs. Initead of revolting 

againfi 
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jigttiAft hfe father, Ibecated paftidiitly expefted, Afc c H a P. 
hour of h&i dfeith. IMlead <rf ^ndenrnidg his v^^^J^li 
memoTf, he pioufty fujypofed, that the dying 
rtoMtch had abjured the errors of Ariisuufm^ and 
recommendtti to hk f<^^ the ^^verfion of the 
OpthSt nation. To iccomplifli 'that falutary'end; 
Recarcd convened an a^etnbly <rf the Arkin clergy 
and nobles, declared kfehfelf a Catholic, and ex* 
iidfted them toimkate the example of their prince. 
The laborioQs intetptetatiofn of doubtful texts, ot 
the curious purfuit of metaphyfical arguments, 
.woilld have excited an endleft cohtroverfy ; and 
the tnonatch difcreetly proporfed to his illiterate 
audience, two fubftandal and vifible arguments, 
the teftimony of Earth, and of Heaven. The 
Eartb had fubmitted to the Nicene fyhod : the 
Rbtnans, the Barbarians, and the inhabitants of 
Spain, untaittiouffy profeffed the fame orthodox 
creed ; and the Vifigoths refifted, almoft alone, 
the confent of the Chriftian worid. A fuperfti- 
tious age was prepared to reverence, as the tefti- 
mony of Heaven J the preternatural cures, which 
were performed by the (kill or vii-tue of the C%^ 
tholic clergy; the baptifmal fonts of Oflet in 
B(£tica**% which were fpontaneoufly replenilhed 



>^ OiTet, or Julia Conftantia, was oppofite to SeviUe, on the 
orthern fide of the Boetis (Plin. Hift. Natur. Hi. 3.) : and the au- 
thentic reference of Gregory of Tours (Hift, Francor, 1. vi. c. 43. 
p. 288.) defer?es more credit than the naYne of tufitania (de Gloria 
Martyr, c. 14.), which has been eagerly embraced by the vain and 
^perftitious Portuguefe (FcrreraSy Hift. d*£fpagne, torn, ii, p. i66.> 

each 
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xxxvu. ^^^ y^^* ^^ ^^ ^ ^ Eaftir*^°f utid' khe 
miraculous (biine of St. Martin of Tcrtirs,. wMch 
had alr^;i4y converted the Saevlc prince and 'peo- 
ple of: G^IUcia'"'. The. Cathofic -king dicotttt- 
tjqred foqfi^^diificuhies^i[)n:thiS' impOrtsint cham^ 
of tlie m^mi rdigion. A confpiracy, fiflretly^ 
fomfep^d . by the- quetodowagery Was • (otttitSL 
againflhisi life; and two- couhts 'exiiteA'a &kx^ 
gerous revolt in the Nai-honncfe' GtauL Biit* !te- 
cared 4i^wd the xronipinKors, defeated, tl»e 
rfbels,. and executed fev^re juftiotf'; "^^ch -the 
Arians, in their turh> mightf branil tilth Ae re-. 
proGich of perfecution. Eight ' ^flio^ whofe 
n^p^e^^be|ray. their ^arharib -origin, «ibjtired' thejfc: 
errors ; and all the books of Arian tKe(5togy» w»e ' 
rq^uij^d to alhes^ with lihe hau%. fif ^dKich tiiey 
\ h^dr. bgen p\irpp£^ly / collefitcdi. l^t^i'WiSoler body 
'of the.Yifigpths aaiSufijri were -aUnted -or driven 
; into the:^pale of the^Catbdic. eomttiunion ; the 
faijhjv^ leaft jof'the -rifing 'gen^rition/^was'fer-^' 
vent ipd ;fii\fiar€r:5.(and the 'devout * liberality Toff 
fl\e^-Barl|ariws. enriched the churthes and-nionafc 
terif 8 ;of, 5p^ - . Seventy- biftiop^ - affembldd^ii' 
th?j?oiiificiLQf: ^Toledo,: received the fUbtSuflion of 
t^^^ cgaqiiergrs ; ifuid. the zeal of thc^ Spaniarfe' 
i^^^py^^- the ISgceae creed, by declariilg the pVe* 

MO This.miradt was •Ikilfiilly performed. An Ajrihn Sing fealed 
the doorst ahd jtug^JiTdcep trench round the xhurch/ without being 
able to intercept the £after fupply of baptifmal water. 

131 Ftrreras (torn, ii, p. 168—175. Ar'P^ SS^*) ^^^^ llluftrafed 
the difficnlties which^^atd the time and circum^apcefi ofthc coo- 
Terfion pf the Suevi. They had been recently united by Leovigild 
to the Gothic monarchy of 5pain. 

9 ceffion 
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ccflion of thfe lioly dhdll, Ifrom'the Son/ as well c h a p. 

wbigl?u pj^4uC«tir^lQti©i5iftef^awis,- did ^ftMfth of " 

Pffifetes in[«ae<fi»ri^KiWtt1*a and looltful^d^ ^ope^ 
Ckaggs^,tf]&f9^mcd?irthea»Great, ^a leaffie^ and 
i^SjTK^l^^c^^'^^rei^n >swai^ftingttiftie* by^the 
cssH^r^onisof |^far^m.»i2md^ iniiddsi The ^Ribaif- 
fe^j^SsCjfailg^a^adxr'j^fpBB*^ offered ori the 
%l^fM[ of lthtf)\atoaiif]tti^rk prefents of gold' 
sm^ ^R^Vjbthqnoacaqitsil, a^ a lucmtive ex- 
c^gfe>rf*fce ;lttiifii>pfen8t;.tJohfi; the Biptift ; a 
cjwfsjaifwlili^ 4wtefedf*'fmali^ piefce^ of the true 
vi^^f aiwlj'«r:Jdey^niia£ contaitied Comc' particles 
c^^oHv^iwhicb iiaj^'^beea»rfcra|kd frbrii the chains 
of^trFeter"'^ • -r. - 

The -fame Gregooryj the l^ritual= conqueror of convcr- 
Britain, encouraged tile pious ThieodiUnda^, 4^^*^ i^mbS 
of the Lombaxdsyj to « jMropagaie * the Nicene of^ Italy, 
faiA among the Yidlorioos favages, whofe recent ^tc. * ^^' 
Ch^fti^nky wat pollutcd.by the* AHan herefy. 
H^ 4evout labours ilill kft room for tht induf- . 
try and fuccefs of future imffionasies ^ ^nd many 
cities o£ Italy wm'e fttll difputed by hoftHe bifhops/ 
But the caufe of ^Anai^m was gradually fup-/ 
pri^fled by-the weight of truthj of intereft, and of 
€xan3|)le; and the. contoverfy, which Egypt had 

, » 

n* This addition to theNiecne, orrathcrtbeConftantinopolitan 
creed, was firit m^de in the eighth coancil of Toledo, A. !!)• 653 ^ 
but it was expreflive of the popular dodtdne (Qerard Vofliusy tom« 
vi. p. 5a 7« dc tribtis^ymbolis). 

m See Gregor. Magn. 1. vii. epift, t%6, apud Barooiam, Annal. * 
Ecdef. A..D. 599, N'^ %St *6. 

dciived 
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x^vir ^^^®^ fr^"^ ^ Platonfc fchool, vr^s terminate 
v-r->rw^ €d, after a wair of three hundred years, by the 

final converfion of the Lombards of Italy ■^. 

Pcrfccu- The firft miflionaries who pleached the gofpel 

Jews in ^o thc Barbarians, appealed ta the evident of 

^^A^b '^^°> *^ claimed the benefit of toleratioft *". 

612-^712. But no fooner had they eftabli&ed their j^iritual 

. domimdn^ than they exfaoned the Chriftian k^s 

to extirpate, without n^rcy, the remains of Ro-* 

man or Barbaric fuperftitioui The i^u:c€0prs cf 

CIovi« iflfliaed on€ hundred laihes on tfce peafasts 

who reflafed to d^ftroy their idols ;-. the* crime of 

facrificing to thc diaemons was puniflied by the 

Anglo-Saxon laws wth the heavier ^ penalties of 

impriibnment and confifcationr ; and even the 

• wife Alfred adopted, as an indifpenfable duty, 

the extreme rigour of the \Mofaic inffitutiofns '^\ 

But the punifhment, and the crime, were gra- 

' dually abolifhed among a! Chriftian people : the 

theologicat difputes of the fchools were fufpend- 

ed by propitious ignorance { and the intolerant 

• fpirit, which could find, neither idolaters nor he- 

<tdit. Gr<>tO aUjuw* that, Ariai^iiVn fttU prevailed uiukr the reign of 
Rolhjiria (A. D. 636— d5a.)« '^ he pious Deacon does not attempt to 
mark the precife Jera of th« national converfion, which was accom- 
*I^ihcd» however, before t^e end of t^ie fev^p.th centiiry. 

"5 Quorum fidei et converlioni ita congratulatus efle rex perhi- 
betur, lit nullum tamen cogeret ad Chriftianifmum. . . . Didicerat 
cnim a do<ftorTbu8 au<ftoribufque faae falutrs, fervittum Chrtfti volun - 
tarium non coadtitium effe debcre. Bedx Hift. Ecclefiaftic. 1. i. 
c. a6. p. 64* edit. Smith* 

*J^ See the Hiftoriahs of France, torn. iv. p. 114.; and Wilkins^ 
Leges Anglo^Saxonica^ p. IT. 31. $iquis facrificium imraolaverit 
praeter Deo foli morte moriatur. 

retxcs, 



t^ky Vas reduced to the perfecutkffl of the xjo^v^* 
Jiiws. -That ex^aed natioa had founded f&ujQ 
Jfya^ogii^ • ih the cities of Gaul ; but Sfm^ 
fiSiC9 ^6 ^e t^ Hadi-ian, mios filled ^witb their 
*o»A*oii8 cofenwft '*^ The wsalth which tlwy 
iieeuHiulated ^ trade, and the nianagement €>f 
the Sn^iices, iavited the pious avarice of their 
mafters; aiid they m%ht be oppi^flod widiout 
danger, a^^they h*d loft the ufe, and even th€ re- 
mcmbrandc, of arm$j. Sifebut, a Gothic king, 
^fao veigned ia the beginning of the feventh cen* 
tury> proceeded at once to the kft extremes of 
pcrfecution '^^ Nine-ty thouf^nd. Jews were com- 
pelled ta receive the fa^aramem of b^ptifm; the 
fortufies of the ottftipate infidels: w^e cowfiftated, 
their bodies were tortured i and it feem«s doubts 
fid wheAter they were jfermitted to abandon th^r 
native country. The exceffive z^al of the, Qa^ 
tholic kingj w^a moderated, even by the ckrgy of 
Spain, who foknwaly pronounced an inconfiftent 
fentence : tbat the facraments fhould not be for* 
ijibly impofed-;. but tbat the Jews who had been 
baptized Ihould be conftxained, for the honour of 
the church, tQ perfeyere in the ext^raal jprafaic« 

»?7 The Jews pretend that they were introduced into Spain by tl^c 
fleets of Solomon, and the arm^ of Nebuchadnezzar ; that Hadrian 
tranj^orted forty .thaufand femili^ of the tribe of Juddb» aic^dtcQ 
thoufend of the tribe of B^njamiA> &c.. 3a(b»g^, Hi& dea Juif*, 
torn. vii. c. 9. p. a40— 256. ' 

"» JfTdore, at that time archbifeop oF Seville, mefttions, difejy- 
proves, and congratulates, the zeal of Sifebut (Chron. Goth, 
p. 728). Barpnius (A. D. 614. N® 41.) affigns the number on the 
evidence of Aimoirt' (1. iv. c. ai.) : but the evidence is weak, and 
1 have not been able to verify the quotation (Hift©rians of France, 
torn. iii. p. 127.). 
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CHAP, of a religion which they difbelieved and detefted^ 
Their frequent rehpfes provoked one of the fuc- 
cefibrs of Sifebut to banifh the whole nation from 
his dominions } and a council of Toledo pub- 
[iihed a decree, that ^ every Gothic king Ihould 
fwear to maintain this falutary ediO:. But the 
tyrants were unwilling to difmifs the viftims, 
whom they delighted to torture, or to deprive 
themfelves of the induftrious flaves, over whom 
they might exercife a lucrative oppreflion. The 
Jews ftill continued in Spain, under the weight 
of the civil and ecclefiaftical laws, which in the 
fame country have been faithfully tranfcribed in 
the Code of the Inquifition. The Gothic kings 
and bifhops at length difcovered, that injuries 
will produce hatred, and that hatred will find the 
opportunity of revenge. A nation, the fecret or 
profeffed enemies of Chriftianity, ftill multiplied 
in fervitude, and diftrefs ; and the intrigues of 
the Jews promoted the rapid fuccefs of the Ara- 
bian conquerors *^^ 

Condtt- As fopn as the Barbarians withdrew their 
powerful fupport, the unpopular herefy" of Arius 
'funk into contempt and oblivion. But the Greeks 
flill retained their fubtle and loquacious difpo- 
fition: the eftablilhment of an obfcure do£trine 
fuggefted new queflions, and new difputes ; and 
it was always in the power of an ambitious pre- 
late, ot a fanatic monk, to violate the peace of 

^ '39 Bafnage (torn. viii. c. 13. p. 388— 400 ) faithfully reprefcnts 
the ftate of the Jews : but he might have added from the canons of 
the Spanifli councils, and the laws of the Viligoths, many curious 
circumftances> efiential to bis fubje(^; though they are foreign U 
mine. 
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the church, and, perhaps, of the empire. The ^S^^^ 
hiftorian of the empire may overlook thcJfe dif- 
putes which were confined to the obfcurity of 
fchools and fynods. The Manichaeans, who la- 
boured to reconcile the religions of Chrift and of 
Zoroafter, had feeretly introduced themfelves into 
the provinces : but thefe foreign Jfe£laiies were 
involved in the common difgrace of the Gnoftics, 
and the Imperial laws were executed by the pub- 
lic hatred. The rational opinions of the Pela- 
gians were propagated from Britain to Rome, 
Africa, and Palelline, and filently expired in a 
fuperllitious age. But the Eaft was diftrafted by 
the Neilorian and Eutychian controverfies ; which 
attempted to explain the myftery of the incarna- 
tion, and haftened the ruin of Chriftianity in her 
native land. Thefe controverfies ^ere firft agi- 
tated under the reign of 'the younger Theodofius : 
but their important confcquences extend far be- 
.yond the limits of the prefent volume. The me- 
taphyfical chain of argument, the contefts of ec- 
clefiaftical ambition^ and their political influence 
on the decline of the Byzantine empire, may 
afford an interefl:ing and inftriidlive feries of hit 
tory, from the general councils of Ephefus and 
Chalcedon, to the conqueft of the Eaft by the 
fucceffors of Mahomet. 
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CHAR xxxvin. 

Reign and Converjion of Clovis. — His Victories tyver 
the Alemanniy Burgundians, and Ttftgoths. — Ejia- 
blijhment of the French Monarchy in GauL — Laivs 
of the Barbarians. — State of the Romans. — 57?^ 
Vijigoths of Spain* — Conqueji of Britain by the Sax-^ 
<ms^ 



CHAP. 

XXXVIII. 

The revo- 
lution of 
Gaul. 



.'T^HE Gauls', who impatiently fupported the 
Roman yoke, received a memorable leflbn 
from one of the lieutenants of Vefpalian, whofe 
weighty fenfe has been refilled and exprefled 
by the genius of Tacitus \ " The protedfion 
" of the republic has delivered Gaul from intcr- 
*' nal difcord, and foreign invafions. By the 
^ lofs of national independence, you have acquir- 
" ed the name and privileges of Roman citizens* 
** You enjoy, in common with ourfelves, the 
/* permanent benefits of civil goyernment ; and 
" your remote fituation is lefs expofed to the 
" accidental mifchiefs of tyranny*. Infte^d of 

» In this chapter I fhall draw my quotatioiw from the Kecueil dcs 
Hiftoriens des Gaules ct de la France, Paris, 1738— 1767, in eleven 
▼olumes in folio. By the labour of Pom. Bouquet^ and the other 
Benediilines, all the original teftimonies, as far as A. D. 1060, arc 
djfpofcd in chronological order, and illuftrated with learned notes. 
Such a national work, which will be continued to th« year 1500, 
jnight provoke our emulation. 

» Tacit. Hift. iv. 73, 74. in torn. i. p. 445- To abridge Ta- 
oitnsy would indeed be preAimptuous : but I may feleA the general 
ideas which heapplics to the prefent ftate and future revolutions of 
dauL 
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^' ejcercifing the rights of conqueft, we have been CHAP. 
*' contented to impofe fuch tributes as are requi- 
" fite for your own prefervation. Peace cannot 
*' be fecured without armies ; and armies inufl: 
*' be fupported at the expence of the people. 
** It is for your fake, not for our own, that we 
** guard the' barrier of the Rhine ^gainft the 
^* ferocious Germans, who have fo often attempt- 
*' ed, and who will always defire, to exchange 
'' the folitude of their woods and nioraffes for the 
** wealth and fertility of GauL The fall of Rome 
*' would be fatal to the provinces ; and you would 
** be buried in the ruins of that mighty fabric, 
" which has . been raifed by the valour and wif- 
'' dom of eight hundred years. Your imaginary 
" freedom would be infulted and oppreffed by a 
'^ favage mafter; and the expulfion of the Ro- 
'* mans would be fucceeded by the eternal hofti- 
** lities of, the Barbarian conquerors \*' This 
falutary advice was accepted, and this ftrange 
prediftion was accompliflied. In the fpace of 
four hundred years, the hardy Gauls, who had' 
encountered the arms of Csefar, were impercep- 
tibly melted into the general mafs of citizens and 
fubjefts : the Weftern empire was diflblved ; and 
the Germans, who had paffed the Rhine, fiercely 
contended for the poffeffion of Gaul, and excited 
the contempt, or abhorrence, of its peaceful and 
^liflied inhabitants. With that eonfcious pride 

t Eadem fempcr caufa Gcrmanis tranlcendendi in Gallias libido 
atque avaritiac ct mutandse fedis amor 5 ut relidis paludi»ms et foli- 
tudinibus fuis, fccUndiflBmum hoc iblum vofque ipfos \ oTidcnnt. 
. . . Nam pultis Romanis quid aliud quam bella omnium inter fe 
gestiiQnei^fiftent? 

I z which 
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xxxvin '^^^^^ ^^^ pre-eminence of knowledge and luiJ-* 
ury feldom faife to infpire, they -derided the hairy* 
and gigantic fax'^ges of the North; their ruftic 
manners, diffonant joy, \'ioracious appetite, and 
their horrid appearance, equally difgufting to the 
fight and to the fmelL The liberal ftudles were 
ftill cultivated 'in the fchools of Auttm and Bor- 
deaux ; and the language of Cicero and Virgil 
was familiar to ' the Gallic youth. Their ears 
were aftonifhed by the harfli and unknown founds 
of the Germanic dialeft, and they ingenioufly 
lamented that the trembling mufes fled from the 
harmony of a Burgimdian lyre. The Gauls were 
endowed with all the advantages of art and nature ^ 
but as they wanted courage to defend them, they 
Wc:re juftly condemned to obey, and eten to flat- 
ter, the viftorious Barbarians, by whofe clemency 
they held tlieir precarious, fortunes and their 
- lives *. ^ . 

As ibori as Odoacer had extinguiflied the Weft- 

km«ofthc em empire, he fought the friendflii'p of the mofi 
A.i>. .' powerful of the Barbarians., The new fovereign 
of Italy refigned to Euric, king of the Vifigoths,. 
all the Roman conquefts beyond the Alps, as far 
as the Rhine and the Ocean ^ : and the fenate 
might confirm this liberal gift with fome oftentsu- 
tion of power, and without any real lofe of reve- 



F.aric, 



476— 48 J. 



4 Sidonius Apofiinaris ridicules, with afFc<5ted wit and pleafantry, 
the hardlhtps of his iituation (Carm. xii. in torn. i. p. 8ij.)« 

5 SecProcopius de Bell. Gothico, 1. i. c. 12. in torn. ii. p, 31. 
The charadler of Grotius Inclines me to believe, that he has not 
fubftituted the R/jme for the RJbo/te (Hift. Gothorum, p. 1 75.) with . 
oi*tb€ authority of fome MS. • 
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iiue or dominion. The lawful pretenfions of c H A p. 
tunc were J^la^ed by anibiaon and luccefs ; and 
the Gothic nation might afpire, under his com- 
mand, tp the monarchy of Spain and Gaul. Aries 
and Marfeilles furrendered to his arms^ he op- 
jpreffed the freedom of Auyergne ; and the bilhop 
<:ondefcended to purchafe his recal from «xile by 
a tribute of juft, but relu^ant, praife. Sidonius 
waited before the gates of the palace among a 
<:rowd of ambaffadors and fuppliants ; and their 
various bufmefs at the court of Bprdeaux attefted 
the power^ and the renown, of the king of the 
Vifigoths. The Heruli of the diftant ocean, who 
painted their naked bodies with its cserulean co- 
Jour, implored his proteftion ; and the Saxons 
refpefted the maritime provinces of a prinx:e, who 
w^as • deftitute of any naval force. The tall Bur- 
gundians fubmitted to his authority ; nor did he 
reftore the captive Franks, till he had impofed on 
that fierce nation the terms of an unequal peace. 
The Vandals of Africa cultivated his ufeful^ friend- ^ 
fliip^ and the Oftrogoths of Pannonia were fup-; 
ported by his powerful aid againft the pppreffioa 
of the neighbouring Huns. The North (fuch are 
the lofty ftrains of the poet) was agitated, or ap- 
peafed, by the nod of Euric ; the great king of 
Berfia confiilted the orade of the Weft ; and the 
a^ed god of the Tyber was protefted by the fwell- , 
ing genius of the Garonne^. The fortuflie of na- 
tions has often depended on accidents ; and 

^ Sidonius, 1. viii. cpift. 3. 9. in torn. i. p. 800. Jfornandes (de*; 
Rebus Geticis, c. 47. p. 680.) juftifies, in fomc meahire, this por- 
trait fjf the Gothic hero. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

iPrance may afcribe her greatnefs to the premature 
death of the Gothic king, at a time when his fon 
Alaric was' an helplefs infant, and his adverfary 
Clovis ^ an ambitious and valiant youth. 

While Childeric, the father of Clovis, lived an. 
exile Jin Germany, he was hofpitably entertained 
by the queen, as well as by the king, of the 
Thuringians, After his reftoraticn, Bafina efcaped 
from her hufband's bed to the arms of her 
lover ; freely declaring, that if Ihe had known a 
man wifer, ftronger or more, beautiful, than Chil- 
deric, that man fhould have been the objeQ: of 
her preference *. Clovis was the offspring of this 
voluntary union ; and, wljen he was no more than 
fifteen years of age, he fucceeded, by his father's 
death, to the command of the Salian tribe. The 
narrow limits of his kingdom' were confined to 
the ifland of the Batavians, with the ancient .'dio- 
cefes of Tournay and Arras '"^ ; and at the bap- 



' 7 I uft the familiar appellation of Oovh, from the Latin cyo:/ove-. 
ehttSf or Chlodo'uaus. But the Ch cxpreflTes only the German afpira- 
tion; and thetiue name is not different from Luduin, or Lnai^ 
,(Mem. de TAcademie des Infcriptions, torn, xx. p. 68 ). 

* Greg. Turon. 1. ii. c. i%. in torn. i. p. i6g. Bafina fpeaks 
the language of Nature : the Franks, who had fce'n her in their 
youth, might cpnverfe with Gregory' in their old age ; and the 
bifhop of fours could not wiih to defame the mother of the firft 
Chriftjan ki g. 

9 The Abb^ Dubos (Hift Critique de 1 Etabliffemcnt dc la Mo* 
marchie Francois dans les Gaules, torn, i' p. 630— 650.) has the 
merit of defin-ng the primitive kingdomof Cioyis, andof afcertain- 
ing the .genuine number of his f bje^s. 

«> Ecdcfiam incultam ac negligentia ciyium Paganorum prxter- 
miffam, vrprinm defitate oppktam, &c. Vit. St Vedafti, in torn. iii. 
p. 372. This defcript on fuppofes that Arras was poffelied by the 
Pagans, many years before the bapt fm of Clovis. 
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tiftn of Clovis, the numiber of his warriors could £ Ji^,^ 
not exceed five thoufand. The kindred tribes of 
the Franks, who had feated themfelves along the . 
Belgic rivers, the Scheld, the Metife^ the Mo- 
felle, and the Rhine, were governed by their in- 
dependent kings, of the Merovingian race; the ^ 
equals, the allies, and fometimes the enemies, of 
the Salic prince. But the Germans, who obeyed, 
in peacej the hereditary jurifdiftion of their chiefs, ^ 
wfere free to follow the ftandard of a popular and 
vi&orious general ; and the fuperior merit of 
Ciovis attraded the refpefl: and allegiance of the 
national confederacy. When he firft took the ' 
Add, he had neither gold and filver in his coffers, 
nor wine and corn in his magazines-': but he 
imitated the example of Caefar, who, in the fan\^ 
country, had acquired wealth by the fword, and 
purchafed foldiers with the fruits of conqueft. 
After each fuccefsful battle or expedition, the fpoils 
were accumulated in one common mafs ; every 
warrior received his proportionable fliare, and the 
royal prerogative fubmitted to the equal regula- 
tions of military law. The untamed fpirit of the 
Barbarians was taught to acknowledge the ad- 
vantages of regular difeipline". At the annual re- 

« Gregory of Tours (1. v. c. i. in torn. ii. p. 43*.) contrails the 
poverty of Clovis with the wealth of his grandfons. Yet Rcmigius 
(in torn. iv. p. 5a.) mjsntioas hkpaternas opes, as fufficient for the 
recfemption of captives. 

»* Sec Gregory (1. ii. ,c. 27. 37. in torn. ii. p. 17$* 181. 1%%.)* 
The famous ftory of the vafc of SoiiR>ns explains both the power 
and the charader of Clovis- As a point of controverfy, it has been 
ftrangely tortured by Boulainvilliers, Dubos>and the other political 
antiqu^Fians. 

%4 view 
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XXX via! view of the month of March, their arms were 

v^^-v>^ diligently inlpecled ; and when they traverfed a 

' peaceful territory, they ^ were prohibited ffom 

touching a blade of agrafe. The juftice of Clevis 

was inexorable ;^ ^nd . hfe carelefs or difobedient 

fojdiers ^ere punifhed with inftant death. It 

would be fuperfluQus to. prajfe the valour, of a 

Frank : but . the yiilour of Clovis was diredled by 

cool and confummate prudence *\ In all his 

trW^Q^ipn^ with mankind, he calculated the 

weight of intereft, of pafTipn, and of opinion ; 

?ind his meafures were fon\etimes adapted to the 

fanguinary manners of the Germans, and fome- 

tittles moderated by thp milder genius of Rome, 

and Chriftianjty^ P9 was intercepted in the 

- career of vi^ory, fince he died in the forty -rfiftlt 

year of his age : but- he ha4 alrez^dy accomplifhedj^ 

in a reign of thirty years, th^ eftabliilimf nt of tjie 

^ French monarchy in Gaul. 

His vie- The firft exploit of Clovis was the defeat of 

tory over v* . . 

Syagrius, Syagrius, the fon of ^gidius ; and the public 
A.D. 486. qu2u.j.gi might, on this occafion, be inflamed by 
private refentment. The glory of the father ftill 
infulted the Merovingian face ; the power of the 
fon anight excite the jealous ambition of the kiag 
of the Franks. Syagrius inherited, as a patrimo- 
nial eflate, the city and diocefe of SoiiTons : the 
defolate renmant of the fecond Belgic, Rheims 
and Troyes, Beauvais and Amiens, would ' na-. 

»3 The dttke of Ntvernois, a noble ftateftnan, who has managed 
IPreighty and delicate negolciations, ingeniouHy illuftrates (Mem. 
^e lAcad. 4e8 Iijfcriptions, torn. xx. p. 147^,^84 ) the political 
. fyflem of Clovia, 

turally 
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twally fubmit to the count or patrician '* t and CHAP. 

Y X ^ \/ TIT 

after the diflblution of the Weftern empire, he 
might reign with the title, or at leaft with the 
authority, of king of the Romans ^K As a Ro- 
man, he had been educated in the liberal ftudies 
of rhetoric .and jurifprudenee ; but he was en-r 
gaged by accident and policy in the familiar ufe 
of the Germanic idiom. The independent Bar^ 
barians refortcd to the tribunal of a ftranger, who 
pofleffed the fmgular ' talent of explaining, in their 
native tongue,- the diftates of reafon and equity. 
The diUgence and afiabiKty of their judge ren- 
dered him popular, the impartial wrfdom of his 
decrees obtained their voluntary obedience, and 
the reign bf Syagrius over the Franks and Bur- 
gundians, feemed to revive the original inftitu- 
tion- of civil fociety ^^. Iti the niidft of thefe 
peaceful occupations, Syagrius received, and 
boldly accepted, the hoftile defiance of Clovis ; 
who challenged his rival in the fpirk, and al- 
laoft in the language, of chivalry, to appoint the 



»♦ M. Biet (in a Diflertation which deferved the prize of the Aca* 
dcmy^of SoiironsJ p. lyS-r-tt^.) has accurately defined the nature 
and exte^ of th/e kingdom pt' Syagrius, aiid hi$ father; but he too 
readily allows the flight evidence of Dubos (torn. ii. p»54— 57.) to 
deprive him of Beauvais and Amiens. 

'5 I may obferve that Fredcgarius, in his Epitome of Gregory 
of Tours (torn, iu p^ 3918.), has prudently fubftituted the name c^ 
fairicius for the incredible title of Rex Ramanorum, 

»*5 Sidonius (L v. epift. 5. in torn. i. p. 7940» who ftiles him the 
3olon, the Amphion of the Barbarians, addreffes this imaginary 
king in the tone of friendAiip and equality. From fuch offices c^ 
arlpitration, the crafty DeJQces had raifed him&lf to the throiif Qf 
the Medcs (Herodpt. 1. h c ^jS'— looj. 

^ay, 
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xxxviff. ^^y» ^^ *^ field '% of battle. In the time of* 
Cacfar, 5oiffons would have poured forth a body 
of fifty thoufand horfe ; and fuch an army might 
have been plentifiilly fupplied with fliields, cui-- 
rafTes, and military engines, from the three arfe- 
nals, or manufaftures of the city*'. But the 
courage and numbers of the Gallic youth were 
long fince exhaufted ; and the loofe bands of vo- 
lunteers, or mercenaries, who marched under the 
ftandard of Syagrius, were incapable of contend- 
ing with the national valour of the Franks. It 
would be ungenerous, without ibme more accu- 
rate knowledge of his ftrength and rcfourccs, to 
condemn the rapid flight of Syagrius, who efcaped, 
after the lofs of a battle, to the diftant court of 
Thouloufe. The feeble minority of Alaiic could 
not affift, or proted:, an unfortunate fugitive ; the 
pufiUanimous '^ Goths were intimidated by the me- 
naces of Clovis ; and the Roman king^ after a ihort 
confinement, was delivered into the hands of the 
executioner. The Belgic cities furrendered to the 
king of the Franks j and his dominions were en- 



•»7 Campnm fibi praepararijtiffit. M. Biet (p. i±6'-^sT*) ^as dili- 
gently afcertained this field of battle, at No^ent, a Benedidine abbey, 
aboi;t ten mileB to the north of SoiiTons. The ground was marked 
by a circle of Pagan fepulchrcs; and Glovis beftowed the adjacent 
lahds of Lcuilly and Coucy on the church of Rheims. 

^ See- Caefar. Comment, de Bell. Gadlic. ii. 4. in torn. i. p. 420. 
and the Notitias, tom.i. p. ia6. The three Fabrics of Soiffons 
were, Seutaria, Balijlaria, and Clinabaria. The laft fupplted mU 
complete armour of the heavy ctiirafliers. 

»» The epithet muft be confined to the circumftances ; and hif- 
tory cannot juftify the French prejudice of Gregory (1. ii. c. «;. in 
torn. ii. p. 175.) ^t GothorumpSiverc wwjcft. - 



larged 
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larged towards the Eaft by the ample diocefe of S JiAf * 
Tongres "^^ vfhioh Clovi^ fubdued in the tenth year ^..^v^l 
of his reign. 

The name of the Alemanni has been abfurdly Defeat 
derived from their imaginary fettlement on the miflionof 
banks of the Leman lake •'. That fortunate diftrid, ^^^ ^]^' 
from the lake to Avenche, and Mount Jura, wa$ A.IX496. 
occupied by the Burgundians **. The northern 
parts of Helvetia had indeed been fubdued by the 
ferocious Alemanni, who deftroyed with their own 
hands the fruits of their conqueft. A province, 
Jmproyed and adorned by the arts of Rome, was 
again reduced to a favage wildernefs; and fome, 
yeftige of the ftately VindoniiTa may ftill be dif- 
icovered in the fertile and populous valley of the 
Aar^\ From the fourge of the Rhine, to its con- .. 

flu3? 



^ Dubos has fatisfied me (torn. i. p. 177— 2S6.) that Gregory of 
Tours, his tranfcribers or his readers, have repeatedly confounded 
the German kingdom oi Thuringiay beyond the Rhine, and the Gal- 
lic city of Tgngria^ on the Meufe, wh'.ch was more anciently the 
country of the Eburones, and more recently the diocefe of Liege. 

a» Popiili habitantes jiixta Lemannum lacum, Alemanm dicuntur. 
Senrius, ad YirgiL Georgic. iv. 278. Dom. Bouquet (torn. i. p. 
817.) has only aUedged the more recent and corrupt text of Ilidore 
of Seville. 

aa Gregory of Tours fends St Lupicinus inter ilia Jurenfis de- 
fcrti fccreta, qu«, inter Burgundiam Alamanniamque fita, Aven- 
ticge adjacent c» vita ti, in torn, i. p. 648. M. de Wattctille (Hift.. 
d€ la Confideration Helvetique, torn. i. p. 9, 10.) has accurately 
defined the Helvetian limits of the datchy of Alemannia, and the 
Trj^njurane Burgundy. They v^rere commenfurate with the diocefes 
of Conftance and Avenche, or Laufanne, and are ftill difcriminated, 
in modern Switzerland, by the ufe of the German, or French, 
language. . 

^ See GuilKman. de Rebus Hdveticis, 1. i. c. 3. p. 11, la- 
l^ithin the ancient walls of ViiidoniiTa, the, caftle of Habfl)urgh, the 

abbey 
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c H A P. flux with the Mein and the Mofelle, the formidable 
fwarms of the Alemanni commanded either fide 
of the river, by the right of ^ ancient poffeffion, or 
recent viftory. They had fpread themfelves into 
Gaul, over the modern provinces of Alface and 
Lorraine 5 and their bold invafion of the kingdoni 
of Cologne fummoned the Salic prince to the de- 
fence of his Ripuarian allies. Clpvis encountered 
the invaders of Gaul in the plain of Tolbiac, about 
twenty-four miles froip Cologne ; and the two 
fierceft nations of Germany were niutu^lly ani- 
mated by the memory of p:^fl exploits, and the 
profped of future greatnefs^ The Franks, after an 
obftinate ftrug^le, gave way ; and the Alemanni, 
raifing a fhout of viftory, impetuoufly prqffed their 
retreat. But the battle was reftored by the valour, 
the conduft, and perhaps by the piety^ of Clovis j 
and the event of the bloody day decided for ever 
the alternative of empire or fcrvitude. The Ml 
king of the Alemanni was flain in the field, and his 
people were flaughtered and purfucd, till they threw 
down their arms^ and yielded to the mercy of the 
conqueror. Without difcipline it was impoffible 
for them to rally $ they had contemptuoufly de- 
nioliQied the walls and fortifications which might' 
Itave protefted their diftrefs ; and they were foU 
loAJved into the heart <>f their forefls, by an enemy, 



abbey of KonignficlJ, and the town of Bnick, have fucceffivdy 
aiHfen. The philofophic traveller may compare the monuments of 
Roman conqueft, of feudal or Auftrian tyranny, of monkifli fuper- 
ftition, and of induftrions freedom. If be be truly a philofopher, 
he will applaud the merit and happincfs of his own times, 

I not 
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not lefs active, or intrepid, than themfelves. The §" ^.f/ 
great Theodoric congratulated the viftory of v^^-y^O 
Clovis, whofe fifter Albofleda the king of Italy 
had lately married; but he mildly interceded 
with his brother in favour of the fuppliants and 
fugitives, who had implored his protedion,. 
The Gallic territories, which were poffejGTed by 
the Alemanni, became the prize of their con- 
queror; and the haughty nation, invincible, or 
febellious, to the arms of Rome, ackn'owledged 
the fovereignty of the Merovingian kings, who 
gracioufly permitted them to enjoy their peculiar 
manners and inftitutions, under the government 
^f official, and, at length, * of hereditary dukes. 
After the conqueft of the Weftern provinces, the 
Franks alone maintained their ancient habitation* 
beyond the Rhine. They 'gradually fubdued, and 
civilifed, the exhaufted countries, as far as the 
tlbe, and the mountains of Bohemia; and the 
peace of Europe was fecured by the obedience of 
Germany *\ 

Till the thirtieth year of his age, Clovis con- Coaver- 
tinued to worfliip the gods of his ancef^ors'^ ciiovts, 

^ His A.D.i94. 

H Gtregory of Tours (1. ii. 30, 37 m torn. iK p. 176, 177. i3i.)> 
the Gefta Franconim (in torn. ii. p. 551.) and the epift)e of Ihco- 
ctbric (Cafliodor. Variar. Lii. 0.41. in torn. iv. p. 4.),,reprefcnt 
thedefc?.t of the AleWanrti. Some of their tribes fettled in Rhactia^ 
iJnder the protection of Theotloric ; whofe fucceflbrs ceded the 
colony and their country to the grand fon of Clovis. The ftate of 
tiie Alemmni under the Merovingian kin|?s,riiay be fcen in Mafcou 
(•Hift. of the Ancient Germans, xi. 8, &c. Annotation xxxvi.) and ' 

Guilliman (de Reb. Helvrt. 1. ii. c. io-*-it; p. 7a — 8c.). 

»5, Clotilda, or rather Gregory, fnppofes that Clovis worlhipped 
the .god» of Greece and Rome. The fa^Js incredible, and th« , 

Hiiftake 
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CHAP. His dilbelief, or rather difregard, of Chriftianity^ 
might encourage him to pillage with lefs remorfe 
the churches of an hoftile territory : but his fub- 
jefts of Gaul enjoyed the free exercife of religious 
worfhip; and the bifhops entertained a more fa^ 
Tourable hope of the idolater, than of the here- 
tics. The Merovingian prince had contrafked a 
fortunate alliance with the fair Clotilda, the niece 
of the king of Burgundy, who, in the midft of an 
Arian court, was educated in the profefEon of the 
Catholic faith. It was her intereft, as well as her 
duty, to atchieve the c6nverfion** of a Pagan 
hufbandj and Clovis infenfibly liftened to the 
voice of love and religion. He confented (per- 
haps luch terms had been previoufly ftipulated) 
to the baptifm of his eldeft fon ; and though the 
fudden death of the infant excited fome fuper- 
ftitious fears, he was perfuaded, a fecond time, to 
repeat the dangerous experiment. In the diftrefs 
of the battle of Tolbiac, Clovis loudly invoked 
the god of Clotilda and the Chriftians ; and vic- 
tory difpofed him to hear, with refpeftful grati- 



mi flake only ihews how completely. In lefs than a century , the 
national religion of the Franks bad been aboliihed> and evea for- 
gotten. 

** Gregory of Tours relates the marriage and converfion of 
Clovis (l.ii. c. aS-^ai. in torn. ii. p. 175— lyS.)* Even Fredc- 
garius, or the namelefs Epitomizer (in torn, ii p* 3.98— *4oo.), the 
author of the Gefta Francorura (in torn. ii. p. 548— 5i».), and 
Aimoin bimfelf (1. i. c 13. in torn, iii, p. 37—40.), may be heard 
without difdain. Tradition might long preferve feme curious cir-* 
cumitances of thele important tranfa^on^. 

iude^ 
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tude, the eloquent *' Remegius ^\ bifliop of ^i^^.^f 
Rheims, who forcibly difplayed the temporal and 
fpiritual advantages of his conveffion. The king 
dedlared himfelf fatisfied of the truth of the Car 
tholic faith ; and the political reafons which might 
hav^ fufpended his public profeilion, were re- 
moved by the ^evout or loyal acclamations of the 
Franks, who Ihewed themfelves alike prepared to- 
follow their heroic leader, to the field of battle, or 
to the baptifmal font* The i^lportant ceremony 
was performed in the cathedral of Rheims, with 
every circumftance of magnificence and folemnity,. 
that could imprefs an awful fenfe of religion on the 
minds of its rude profelytes""^. The new Con- 
ftantine was immediately baptifed, with three 
thoufand of his warlike fubjefts; and their ex- 

a^ A traveller who returned from RhfeJms to Auvergne, had 
ftoJcn a copy of his Declamations from the iecretary or bookfeller of 
the modeft archbiftlop (Sidonins ApoUinar. 1. ix. epift. 7). Four 
cpiftles of Remigius^ which are ftill extant (in torn. iv. p. 5^, 52,, 
53.), do not correfpond with the fplendid praife of Sidonius. 

^ Hincmar, one of the fucceflbrs of Rcmigius. A. D. 845— 
882.). has compofed his life (in torn, iii- p. 373—380). The au- 
thority of ancient MSS. of the church of Rheims might Jnfpire fome 
confidence, which is dcftroyed, however, by the felfifh and auda-* 
cious fi(ftions of Hincmar. It is remarkable enough, that Remigius^ 
who was confecrated at the age of twenty-two (A.D. 4.57 ), filled 
the cpifcopal chair fcvcnty-four years. (Pagi Critica, in Baron, 
tom.ii. p. 384. 57^-)' 

as A vial (the Sainte Ampoulle) of holy^ or rather celeftial oil,. 
waft brought down by a white dove, for the baptifm of Clovis, ^nd 
it is ftiU ufed» and renewed, in the coronation of the kings of 
France. Hincmar (he afpired to the primacy of Gaul) is the firft 
author of this fable (in torn. iii. p. Z77')9 whofe flight foundation^ 
.the Abbe^ de Vcrtot (Memoires de TAcademie des Infcriptions,. 
torn. ii. p. 61 9*633.) has undeimined, with profound refped, and 
cojoiuxnmate dexterity.)* 

flunpler 



320 ^HE DECLINE :aNI) FALI 

c HA P. ample was imitated by the remainder of the genfU 
Barbarians^ who, in obedience to the viaorious 
prelate, adored the crofs* which they had burnt, 
and burnt the rdols whidi they had formerly 
adored ^°. The mind of Clotis was fufdeptible 6f 
tranfient fervour: he was exaff)erated by the pa- 
thetic tale of the paffion and death of Chrift ; and/ 
inft^ad of weighing the falutafy <::onfequences of 
that myfterious facriiice, he exclaimed, with iii- 
difcreet fury, " Had I b^n prfefent at the head 
*' of my valiant Franks, I would have revenged 
'*^ his injuries ^'/' But the favage conqueror of 
Gaul was incapable of examining the, proofs of a 
TcKjion, which depends on the laborious invefti-^ 
gatioa of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative theo- 
logy. He v/as ftill more incapable of feeling the 
mild influence of the gofpel, which perfuades and 
purifies ihe heart of -a genuine convert. His am- 
bitious reigri was a perpetual violation of moraf 
and Chriftian . duties ; his ^ hands were ftained 
with bloody in peace as well as in war ; and, as 
foon as .Clovis had difmiffed a fynod of the Galli- 
can church, he calmly affafSnated all the princes 
of the Merovingian race ^*. Yet the king of the 

Franks 

«o Mltis deport ec«lla, Sicamber: adota qiiod mccndifti', incendc 
^ubd adorafti. Greg. Turon. l.ii. c. 31- in torn. ii. p. 177. 

3' Si ego iSidefh cum Francis meis fuiflem, injnrias ejus vindf • 
cafltm. This fafh jpxpreff«on, which Gregory has prudently con- 
cealed, is celebrat#d by Fredtfgarius (Epitom/ c. 11. in tom--ih 
p. 400.), Aimofit ^l. i. c. 16. kn torn. iii. p. 40.)^ «'»nd the Chroni- 
qucs deSt Oenys {1* i. c. 20. in torn* iii. p. i7i.)> a* an admirable 
effu6on of cliriflian zeal. . • — . * 

?* Gregory (1. ii. c. 40 — 43. in- torn, ii p. 183— i85.)f' ^fter 

^blly ijilating the repeated crimes, and affected remorfjp, of Clpvis, 

•^ concludes. 
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Fjfanks might fincerely worfhip the Chrfftian CHAp. 
Gody as a Being more excelleht and powerful than* 
his national deities; and the fignal deliverance 
and viStory of Tolbiac enxrouraiged Clovis to con- 
fide in the future protection of the Lord of Hofty. 
Martin, the moft popular of the faints, had filled 
the Weftem world with the fame of thofe mhacles, 
which were iiiceiTantly performed at his holy fe- 
pulchre of Tours. His vifible or invifible aid 
promoted the caufe of a* liberal aiid orthodox 
prince ; and the profane remark of Clovia him- 
felf, that St, Martin was an expenfive fi-iend*% 
need not be interpreted as the fymptom of any 
permanent, or rational, fcepticifm. But earthy 
as well as heaven, rejoiced in the converfion of the. 
Franks. On the memorable day, when Clovi^ 
afcended from the baptifmal font, he alone, in 
the Chriftian world, deferved the name and pre* 
rogatives of a Catholic king. The emperor 
Anaftafius entertained fome dangerous errors dori- 
ceming the nature of the divine incarnation ; and 
the Barbarians of Italy, Africa, Spain, and Gaul,^ 
were mvolved in the Arian herefy. The eldefty 
or rather the only fon of the church, was ac-' 
knowkdged by the clergy as their lawful fovc- 

coBcludee, perbaps undefigiK^y, with a Uffon, whieh ambitiati 
will never hear ; '• His ita tranfa^is . . . obiit." 

JJ After the Gothic victory, Clows made rich oftriftga to St. 
Mj^ln of ToUts. He wiflied to redecia hkh waf*hl>rfc by th« glft^ 
of one hundred pieces of gold ; but the -eiichanted fteed could not 
move from the ftaWe till the price of his redei&ption had been 
doubled. Thh 7Hiracli prcwoked the king to exdaioi) Vere B* Mar* 
tmus eft boims in auxiliOj feU carus in negotig (Gtfta irwieorttm, 
in torn. ii. p. 554* 555-> , 

Vol, VL Y teign. 
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xxxvta '"cign, 7or glorious deliverer; and the, arms^^ 
^"7 f ^ Clovi$.:^ere flrenuoufly fupported Iby ^e>zi^ ^fi^ 

favQijf of the Catholic fadion '*. 

Submif. ^Ufider the Roman epipiire, the wealth and ju* 

Araiori- lifdidipij, of the, biihop^, their fapred ijharai^pr, 

the Roman ^nd perpetual office, .lieir numerous^, dependents, 

troops, pppular eloqueijce, and provipctil .aflemblies, 

fcj.. "*^^* had x:eiuiered them always refpeftable, and fonjp- 

limesl dangerous. Their influence w^s a\^-r 

minted with the progrefe .of fuperftition, and th« 

•ftablilhment of. the French monarchy, may, in 

fome degree, be afcdbed to the firm^ aljiance of 

^u hundred prelates, who reigned . in ^he difcon- 

tented, or independent, cities of Gau.L \ Th^ 

flight foundations, of tlie Armor ican republic had 

teen, ^epeat^dly ^aken, or overthrown; but the 

fame people ftiU guarded their domeftic freedom; 

aflerted . the dignity of ^ the Roman name ; and 

J)Tavely refilled the predatory inroads, and regular 

attacks, of Cloyis, v/ho laboured to extend his 

cohqueft^ from the Seine to the Loire. Their 

fuccefsful oppofition introduced an equal and 

Honourable union. The Franks efteemed the va- 

lour/of^ the Armoricans^% and the Armoricana 

^ '♦ See the epiftle from pope Anaftafius to the royal convert (in 
torn. iv. p. 50, 5i.)» Avitus, bifhop of Vienna, addrefled Clovis 
on the fame fubjedt (p. 49. ) ; and many of the Latin biikops would 
afiiire bim of their joy and attachment. 

^^5 toftead of the AfCoppf^u, an unknown peoplie, who now aj^pear 
ijtilhf text of Frocopius^ Hadrian de Vplois has reftored the proper 
nan^eof the A^/t«>ef a:" > and this eafycorre(ition has been almoft uri- 
Veffally approved. Yet an unprejudiced reader would naturally 
iJJppofctjiatrPrQCopiusineans to defence a tribe of Germans in the 
aUijUGC ftf Roi^e ; and. not -^ confederacy qf Q^Ilic cities, which 
fiad revolted From the empire.' 

^ -- . .^ > -. . . ^^^^ 
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Were reconciled by the religion of the Frtuiks* ^^/^yu^* 
The military force which had been ftatiohed for 
the defence of Gaul, confifted of one hundred dif- 
ferent i)ands of cavalry or infantry ; and thefe 
troops, While they affiimed the title and privileges 
of Roman foldiers, were renewed by an inceflfent 
fupply of the Barbarian youth. The extreme for- 
tifications, and fcattered fragments, of the em- 
pire, were ftill defended by their hopelefs courage. 
But their retreat was* intercepted, and their com- 
inunicatiqn was imprafticable : they were aban- 
doned by the Greek princes of Conftantinople, a!nd 
they pioufly difclaimed all connedi^n with the 
Arian ufurpers of Gaul. They accepted, without 
ihame or reluftance^ the generous capitulation, 
which was propofed by a Catholic hero ; and this 
fpurious, or legitimate, progeny of the Roman 
legions, was diftinguifhed in the fucceeding age 
by their arms, their enfigns, and their peculiar 
drefs and inftitutions. But the national ftrength 
was increafed by thefe powerful and voluntary ac- 
ceflions ; and the neighbouring kingdoms dread- 
ed the numbers, as well as the fpirit, of the 
Franks. The redudlion of the Northern pro- 
vinces of Gaul, iiiftead of being decided by the 
chance of a fingle battle, appears to have been 
flowly effefted by the gradual operation of war 
and treaty J and Clovis acquired each objefl: of 
his ambition, by fuch efforts, or fuch concef- 
fions, as were adequate to its real value. Hh 
favage charader, and the virtues of Henry IV. 
fuggeft the moft oppofite ideas of human nature: 
yet fome refemblance may be found in the fitua- 
Y 2 tiou 
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XXXVIII. 



The Biir- 
'gundian 
war, 
A.D 499. 



tion of two princes, who conquered France by 
their TaddliT, thdri polky, and the mdAtif of* a 
fiafohaWe cbnverfion '^ • * 

' The kingdom of the Burgnndians, whibh was 
defined by the courfe of two GalKc rivers, the 
Saotfie and the Rhone, extended frtwn the fdreft 
of Vofges to the Alps and the fea of MarfeiUes ^^ 
The fceptre was in the hands of Gundobald. 
That valiant and ambitious pnnce, had reduced 
the numbfer* of royal candidates by the death of 
two brothers, one of whom was the father of Clo- 
tilda^*; but his* imperfeft prudence ftill pentiitted 
Gbdegefil, the youngeft of his brothers, to poffefs 
the dependent principality of Geneva. The Arian 
monarch was juftly alarmed by the fadsfadtion, 
and the hopes, which feemed to animate his 



3^,TI)is ijnportantdigreflion of Procopius (de Bell. Gothic. I. L 
c. 12. in toKi. ii. p. 29— 36.) illuftratcs the origin of the French 
monarchy. Yet 1 muft obferve, i. That the hvctk hiftofldn be- 
t¥Aya an Snexcufable ignorance of the geography of the Weft. 
a. That thefe treaties and privileges, which fhould leave fome laft- 
ing 'traces, are totally invisible in Gregory of Tours, the Salic 
laws,&c. 

57 Regnum circa Rhpdanum aut Ararim cum provincia Maifi- 
ifenri^,retinebant. Grt-g. Turon. 1. ii. 0.3^. in torn. ii. p. 17?. 
TKe province of Mavfcili«, as far as the Ihirartce, was aftervfrards 
ce(U!d to the Otto-ogoths -• and the fignatures of twenty-five bilhops 
are fuppofed to reprefent the kingdom of Burgundy, A.D. 519. 
(Concil. Epaon. in torn. iv. p. 104, 105.). Yet 1 would except 
VinflonlfFa. The bifh«p, who lived under the Pagan Alemanni, 
wo\t^d naturally re&rt to the fynods of the next Chriftian kingdom. 
M. icou (in his /our firft annotations) has explained many circum- 
ftance* relative to the Burgundian monarchy. 

. i* Mafcou (Hift. of the Germans, xi. 10.), who very reafonably 
diftrufto tile tdtimpny of Gregory of Tours, has produced a paffagc 
from Ayitus (epift. v.), to prove that Gundobald affeded to deplore 
ibe trngic event, -which bis fubjedts afiedted to applaud. 
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clppgf Md .peopte, asfter tkt conyerfioa di ,Ciom^ S^rvm- 
and Gundobald conFened at Lyons an aifembJ^ksif 
im,bsiap$§ to jtieamcilfi, if /it w^ens poffrijle, tfipir 
religious aad political dMconbents. A vs^n c€^ 
JF<$r€siQe was -agitated between tbe two fa^io^. 
Th/e Ami^ upbr^jded the Catholics with . the 
wQrftJp <^ fhrm Gods: the Catholics defended 
t^^ caiofe ky tb^og^al diflindions; and thfi 
uAial, axgti^ent^y objedions^ and replies^ were 
rei^^ei:ated :with obilinate clamour; till the* 
kaag r^yeafed Im Jecret apprehenfions, by an 
abrupt but.dedfive queftion, which he addreffed 
to th^ orthodox hifkops. "If you truly profefs^ 
*' .the Chriftian religion, why, do you not reftrain 
*' ^be king of tbe Franks ? H^ has declared war 
" againft me, and forms alliances with my ene- 
^' mies for my deftrudion. A fanguinarj and 
«« covetous mipd is not the fyjniptom of ^ fincere. 
*' converfion : let him fliew his faith by his 
" works.'* The anfwer of Avitus, bifhop of 
Vienna, who fpoke in the name of his brethren, 
was delivered with the vdice and countenance of 
an angel. *' We are ignorant of the motives and 
** intentions of the king of the Franks: but we 
** are taught by fcripture, that the kingdoms 
"which abandon the divine law,, are. frequently ; 
*' fubverted ; and that enemies will arife on every > 
'* fide againft thofe who have made God their 
*^ enemy. Return, with thy people, to the law 
'^ erf God, and he will give peace aud fecurity to 
" fhy dominions.'* The king of Burgundy, who 
was not prepared to accept the condition, which 
the Catholics confidered as effential to the treaty, 
Y 3 delayed 
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xxxvin ^^^^y^^ ^^ difraiffed the ccckfiaftical dotfeit^M ; 
after reproaching his bifliops, Aat' eibv&,t^ftir 
friend aiid profelytc, had privately lelxipled 4lic 

allegiance of His brother '•. - - ^ * ^ • ' * - 5 

Vjjojy^f The allegiance of his brother was klifeiay*>re. 
AyP.Jpo. duced; and the obedience of Godegiffl, '%ho 
joined the royal ftandard with the trobps'xiFiGe- 
neva, more efFeftually promoted the fllfclcefe''"of 
the confpiracy. While the Franks and'^ui*glm- 
dians contended with equal valour, *hJs fiftflon- 
able defertipn decided the event of the ''bJittTe ; 
*and as Gundobald was faintly ^fupported by the 
, difafFefted Gauls, he yielded tb the arms' of Clo- 
yis, and Haflily retreated frbm the field wtfich 
appears to have been fituate between Langres 
^nd Dijon. He diftrufted the ftrength of .Dijon, 
z qiiadrangular fortrefs, encompaffed by two ri- 
"yers, and by a wall thirty feet high, and'fiftciea 
thick, with four gates, and thirty-thre6 towjer^ ^°: 
" he" abandoned to the puffuit of C{pvi$ thfe im- 
.portant cities pf Lyons and Vienna j aiid Gundo- 
bald ftilf fled yrith precipitation, *till Il6 had 
reached Avignon, at the diftance of two hundfed 
and fifty miles from the field of battle, A long 

39 See thg original conference (in torn. iv. p, 99— io«.). Avi- 
tus, the principal a^or, and probably the fecretary of the meeting, 
yrsiS bifbop'of Vienifa^ *^ ^lort acpount of hi$ perfoo and "^orks 
fnaiy .be fouifd in Dupin (fiibliotheqne Ecplciiaftique, torn. ▼• 
j).5— 10.). 

40 Gregory of Tours (1. iii. ^. 19. in torn. ii. p. 197.) indulges 
his genius, or rather tr^nfcribes fome more eloquent wrker, in the 

.jdcfci iption of Dijon ; a caftle, which already dcferWd the title of a 
city, ft depended on the biihops of Langres till the twelfth century, 
;^nd afterwards becaipe the ca|uta] of the dukes qf Burgundy. Lpn* 
peine, Pcfcriptio^ de la France, part i, p. »8o. 

fifge, 



Ik^^W^, an: artful -flegcKifitipn^ admomOied tbe J^jf,; 
Ifk^g of tb^ Franks of the danger and 4ifi5culty, of 
^; ent^rife^ He^impofed..a irihute pn^thq Bur- 
gimdian prince, compelled him to pardpn and 
r rei)p;ard * Jiis brother's treachery,, and proudly re- . 
turned to his own dominions,, with the fpoij; . aiid 
.ttptives of the fouthem provinces. This fplen- 
did triumph was foon clouded by t;he intelligence, 
that Gundobald had violated his recent obliga- 
ti6ns, and that the unfortunate Godegefil, who 
was left at Vienna with a garrifon of five thou- 
fand Franks**, had been befieged, furprifed, and 
mastered, by his inhuman brother. Such ^n 
outrage might have exafperated the patience of 
the moll peaceful fovereign ; yet the conqueror 
of/ Gaul diffembled, the injury, releafed the tri- 
,bute, and accepted the alliance, and military 
iiervicfe, of the king of Burgimdy. Clovis np 
longer pqAeifed thofe advantages which had af* 
fured the Jfuccei^ of the preceding war ; and \m 
riyaljt inftrufted by adverfity, had found, new re- 
fcuifees . in the • affe^S^ons of hijs.. pec^le. : T)hc 
.Gauls 01: Roms^ applauded the mild and impar^^ 
tial laws pf Gimdobald^ wluc|x almoft raifed them 
to the fame level with their conquerors. The 
bifhops were reconciled, arid flattered, by the 
hopes, which he artfully fuggefted, of his ap- 
proaching converfion j and though he eluded their 

41 The Epitotniafrf of Gregory of Tonrs *(!n torn. ii. p. 4.01.) 
hasfupplied this ndmbtr of Franks j but lie* ra'lhiy fuppofes tha^ 
they were cut In pieces by Gundobald. The prudent Burgundian 
fpared the foldiers of Clovis, and fcnt thefe captives to the king ^f 
the Vifigoths, who fettled them in the territory of Thouloufe. 

'T4 ' ?iccpin« 
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Xxxvni ^ccompKflua^t to'-tlie l*Br 'm^waent -of ^s 4ifi^ 
i^ -y^ ^ ills moderation fecured the peace, and Aii^Qded 

the rum of the kiifgdom <3f -Burgmndy*^. 
Final con- J am unpatieHt to purfue the final ruin ^ that 
hurpundy kingdom, which was accoHipliflied' undisr 4^ 
Frallks, >eign of Sigifmond, the fon of Guadobald.^. 1^ 
-A.D.isa. {;;;athoUc Sigifmond h^s acquired the^nouiS oi 
a faint and martyr*^ ; but the hands of the royai 
faint were ftained with the blood of his iimocent 
fon, whom he inhumanly femficed to the pnkie 
^d refentment of a ftepmother. He footl dif* 
covered his error, and bewailed the irreparabfe 
lofs. While Sigifmond embraced the corpfe (4 
%he ui:ifortunate youth, he received a fevers da- 
monition from one of his att^dants : '' It is oot 
" his fituation, O king ! it is thjae whicli de-» 
^' ferves pity and laoaentfition/' The 4^ej>rpjtchf$ 
jpf a guilty cQnfciencc were ^llevirtpd, ^ovevj^r, 
by bis liberal donatjpns to the mpaaftp^y of Affli'* 
num, or St, Maurice, ki Vali^s; which, jl^e tom-r 
^f h^d founded in honour of daeaiaagliiaiy ,i09r« 
tyrs pf the .Thebaeaa legjon% , 4-feiU.4Phc^|«f 

4^ in this Burgun^An war I bai^e Ibllcnfiiedr^litgoFy i^ li^rs 
(l.ii. c. 3a, 33. inlom. ii. ^j^fij *7.9![^9 wjjpi^ nanflf i^ie ^e^r^ fo 
incompatible with that of Procopius (ide Bell. Gpth. 1. i. cf. i*. in 
torn, ii, p. 3T, 3«.), that foAie critics have fflppofrtJ Itttvo dlikttttt 
wars. The Ahbe Dubos ^ift. Cikiquc^ &c. tov^Mipr ^%^rrm6t.) 
has (diftin^aiy reprefcnted the caufes afid the events. 
^ 4>See his life or legend (in torn. iii. p. 402.). A martyr! 

how iirangelv has that word been qi^ortcd from its original fenfe 
or a coinmon witncfs. St. Sigifmond was rerharkable for the cure 
of fevers, , ' ' ^ 

44 Before the end of the fifth century, the cliurch of St, , Maurice, 
and his Thebaean legion, had rendered Agaunum a place of devout 
pilgrimage. A promifcuoiis community of both fexcs had intro- 
duced 



O* THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^zp 

pecpetual fiaimodj vr^ InjHtuted by- the piom chap. 
king 3 bf^ aifiduouily p]ra£tife4 the auftere devo* t^ ^r-^ 
tion of the moiiks ; and it was his humble prayer^ 
tbdt Ueayen would mSid: in this world the pu- 
»i&maaj<)f his fins. His prayer was heard; the 
9i§^ger« ^re at.ba^d; ^d.the provinces of Bur* 
gjaady ivepe overwhelmed by an army of vifto- 
^9tfs Franks. . After the, event of an unfuccefsful 
l)attle^. Sigifmond^ who , wiftied to piDtraQ: his 
jyi^jp,^,th^ he might prploing Jiis penance, con- 
S^^ie^ hini^ in Hhe. defert in a religious habit, 
.|ilj[ he was . dijfcovered ^and betrayed by his fub- 
iefits^ who ffftigied the favour of their new maf- 
ters. /The cajptive monarch, with his wife and 
two childrda, were tranfjtorted to Orleans, and 
Wied ¥ive in a deep well, by the ftern com^ 
inaiid of the'Xons of jClovis ; whofe cruelty nugfat 
^li^ve {oine excirfe from tlie maxinis and exam- 
ples.^' of t^Ut ^barbarous age. Their ambiticm, 
tdich tr^d Aem to afchieve *e conqueft. bf 
Boxgii^rfy, was inflaaaed, or difguifed, by filial 
piety: aiuJ' Clotilda, wfcofc fendity idid not coo- 
fiif ^56 Ac fergivcnefs -of kijwies, prefied them, to 
Itrenge her father's death 4>n the family of his 
afiaffin* The iMbelUaus Bsirgnadiasns, for? they at- 
tempted to break their dmms^ were ftill permit- 
ted to aijoy their national laws under tiie obliga- 
Iton of tribute and piiiitary fep^ice ; and the Me- 

iduced fome deeds ofdarkneft, Jv^hichwere aboliflied(A. D. 515.) 
hy the regular monaftery of Sigifmond. Within fifty years, liis 
angels ofli^t made a notturnal fally to murder their bifhop, and his 
clergy. See in the BibUotfaeque Raifonuee (tom. xxxvi. p. 433— r 
438 ) the curious remark of a leatned Hbrarian of Geneva. 

rovingian 
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xxxvta J^^iftgJ^^ prmeespeaccfiWyf reigned over a king- 
^■-^■^w tiom, whofe glory Bssd greaxnef^ had been firil 

overthrown by the arms of dovis**. 

The Go- • IThc firftviiftary af^tevis had iirfiilted the ho 

k- IX 507.' »o^r of the CyAtIs; They viewed hi& rafad pro- 

grefs with jbaloi^ and terror »; and Ae yoiathful 

fame of j^ atic .waB oppreffed by the toroe potent 

genius^' of bis rival. Some difputes ioevi^bly 

arofe on the edge of their c(m%uous dominions ; 

land a&erfthe delkys di fentidefs n^teiaticm, a per* 

. ifonal interview ^. the ; two - - kings was propofed 

.and ^c^*ed; . This . conference of Clovis and 

rAlatic' itos. held in a fmall iihaxd dt the Loire, 

• near .Araboifef. ;They embraced, femiliarly con- 
; vKirfed, and fedlted. together J and fq>arated with 

lihe warmeft pro&flions of peace, and brotherly 

ilova 1 But their apparent confidence concealed 
, » idatkifui^cion . of hoftile and. treacherous * de- 
. j^nsi^v. and. their . mutual compliints foUcitcd, 
-eluded^ rand difdaimed, a final arbitration* ,.At 
•JP^-iSK^!/ which he; already confidered as his rojal 
'.fcat^^Cloyifi^doclared to an affenlbly of the priaees 
,'San4GWftm®^^o!Jthc:,pr^ence, and the motive,. :)of 

a Gothic war. " It grieves me to fee that the 
; ** Afians ftfll'pgffefs the fairdft portion of Gajil 
'\^ JLet. us maych agaiafl: them with die aid of 
. ^ God ; 'and, having vanquiflied the heretics, we 

f^ will poffef§, and divide, ''fheir fertile pro- 

45 ManU9> bilhop Of Avcnche (Chron. in'tom. ii. p. ij.)> ^a« 

"iXiartcd the aiitheptic dates, and Gregory of Tours (1. Hi. c. 5, 6.. 

' in^tom. ii. p. 188, 189.) hai cxprcfTed the principal fa6ts, of the life 

^ of Sigifmond, and the conqueft of Burgundy. Procopius(in tom.ii. 

* p/34')"^^^g^t^W8 (if tosB, ii, p. 49.) ilicw their jfcn\ptcaBd in^- 
perfe& luiowkdgc. 

. . ' '. ^ vinces," 
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-^liinceaj^cV, ^TJie Fxtohv^ho ware infpked by Jg^|- 
5:hiredhdrybTdottr*.azid recem zeal, applauded the 

generous defign of their monarch} expnefibd 
-'i&di!' i^dK^yA^n to conquer or die, imce death 
. -ai^f >iQQ^]|quefi: .would vbc equally profitable ; amd 
: fideomty protsfted that they ibcmld never fliacve 
^ihcif beards;- till vidoiy^ould abfolve them frdm 
' diatJiiconyenient vow. The enterprife was pro- 
. moJtsd by the public, -or private, exhortations of 
^ 'Glodlda. .She.: reminded her hufband, how ef- 

feOjuaUy fome pious foundation would propitiate 
•^ liie Deity, ^and his farvants: and the Chriftian 
. hero, darting his battle-axe with a fldlful aiid 

faoervoiiS hand, '^ There (faid he), on that fpot 

^nvikste my Franci/ca'^^ QmW fall; will I ereS a 
v.^j'diurch in honour of the holy apoftles.'* This^ 
: d&entatiouSy piety confirmed and juftified the at- 
->tachinent of the Catholics, with whom he fecr^y 
.LOOarei^oiKlcd ; and their devout wifljes were gra* 
t /dually ripened into a formidable confpiracy. The 
5 people of Aquitain was alarmed by the indifcrect 

iM^roaches of their Gothic tyrants, who jufUy ac- 
^piipd them of preferring the dominion of the 

** pregorv of Tours (1. ii. c. 37. in tom^xii. p. 181.) inferta the 
ihort but pcVfiiafive ipcech of Clevis. Valde moleftc fero, quod hi 
Ariani partem' tertiant OalHarum (the author of the GeftaFran. 
corum, intonitii p..5^3; adds the precious epithet of o/kiimafn)^ 
eamus cum Dei adjutorio^ et^ fuperatis eis^ vedigamus terraa^ ia 
ditlonem TioHrart. ' ' 

47 Tunc rex projecit a fe in dire(ftum Bipennem fuam quod eft 
Francifcay &c. (Gefta Franc, in torn, ii. p. 554-)- The form, and 
life, of this weapon, are clearly dcfcribed by Procopius (in torn. ii. 
p. 37.). Examples of its w^i/iok^/ appellation in Latin and French, 
piay be found in the GblTary of Ducange, and the large Didlion- 
jj^irc dc TrcToux, ' ^ 

Franks; 
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c«AP. Franks; and their ze^hw adherent Qupniiasius, 
ti&iop of Rode^^% presuJied mone £arcH%.lfi iiis 
exile than in his diocele. . To refift iiielCf foreign 
and domeftic enemies^ ^ho were Notified by the 
alliance of die Buifgundiaiis, AhmccQ^^s&f^dfbi^ 
troops, far more immercm^. diaii the * vailk^^ 
powers^ of Clovis, The Vjfigoths refiimed .thje 
exercife of arms, which they had negtefted ia a 
long and luxurious peace ^ : - a feled; band pf va* 
liant and robuil Saves attended their xnaA^s to 
the field ^* ; and the cities of Oaul were com*- 
pelled to fumiih their doubtful and leludant aid. 
Theodoric, king of the Oftrogpths,, who reign^ 
in Italy, had laboured to maintain the firaoi^uil^ 
iity of Gaiil ; and he affumed, or aiFe^ed for that 
purpofe, the impartial charader of a mediator. 
But the fagacious monarch dreaded the? rifing 
empir-e of Clovis, and he was firmly engaged tfit 
fupport the national and religious « cat)fe of the 
<joths. ... ^. ' ' 

^ It is fingular enough, that fomc important and authentic 
fafts fkould be found in a life of Qulntianus, compofcd in rhyme 
in the did Patoh of Rouergue (iDubos, Hift. Critique; dec. torn. ii. 

4? Quamvis fortitudini veftnc confidentiam trlbuat parcntum rcS- 
trorum ipnnpcrabilis multitude ; quamvis Attilam potentem reini- 
nilcamini Vifigotharum viribus inclinatum; tamen quia populorum 
fcrocia corda longi pace raollefcunt, cavcte fubito in'aleam mitterc, 
(qnos copftat tantis tcmporibus cxercitia no'n habere, ,SMch was % 
falutary, but fruitlefs, advice of peace,, of reafoa, and of Thcodo- 
Tic (Caffiodor. 1. iii. ep. i.). . ' j 

^^ Montefqwieu (Efprit dcs Loi«, I. xv. q. 14.) mentions tod ^^ 
jffoves the law.of the Vifigotjis (U ix. tit. ^.» in tom« iv« p^4t5}i 
which obliged all maftcrs to arm, and fend^vOr tead> intone field, 
a tenth of their flaves. 

The 
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The accidental, or aftificial, prodigie«^ whkh ^^^^• 
atLorned die expecfidon of Cldvis, wer^ kfCepeed, 



by a fuperfthfeus age, as the manifeft declaratioii ^j^^ ^ 
of tiii DWiiue fivour. H^'mardied from iParisj A.D.507. 
and as he ptoceedtd ^ith decent reverence 
through the- holy diotefe of Tours, his anxiety 
temptai hirti td cOnfuK the fhrine 'of St. Mar- 
tin:, the'fariQliary, and the oracle of GauU His 
meflSaigers weite itiftrU&dl Co renfiark the word^ 
oftheP^m, whrdh'fhould happen to be chaunt- 
cd at thre precife ni^JriVent ivheh they entered the 
church. ^ Thofe Word^ nldft fortunately ' expreffed 
the valour and viftoi-y ol the champions of Hear 
ven, and the application was eafily transferred to ' 
the new jfofhua, the new Gideon, who wfetrt forth 
to battle againft the enemies of the Lord**. 
Orkans fecured fd the Franks a bridge on- the 
Loire; but, at the diftance of forty ' miles from 
Poitiers, tiidr progrefs was intercepted by art ei- 
traordniary fwell of the river Vigenna, o^ Vienne ; 
and the oppofite banks were covered by the' 
encampment of the Vifigoths. Delay muft be 
always dangerous to Barbarians, who coftfume 
the country through which they tnai^cfr; aftd had 
Clovis poffeffcd leifure and materials, it might 

S" Tfiis mode tof divination, by accepting as an omen the firft fa* 
cred words, which in particular circumftanccs fhould be prefentcd 
to the eyie or ear, was deijvcd from the Pagans ; and the Pfalter, 
0r Bible, wad fubftituted to the Poems of Homer and Virgil. From 
the fourth to the fourteenth centui^y, X^at^z fortes fanSorum^ as they 
arc ftilcd, were repeatedly condemned by the decrees of co\incils, 
and repeatedly pra(^ifed by kings, biihops, and faints. See a cu* 
rioos diflertation of the Abbe du Relhe)> iu the Menaoires dc TAca*? 
demie^ torn. xix. p. 287— ^10. . 

have 
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CHAP. haVebeoQ imprafticaWe tp cdnftrad a bridge,"©!' 
to force a psdBEage, in the face of a ft^ieric^r \enemy^ 
But the a5e£ti6nate peafants, *who were im^ati^t 
to wdcome their deliwi)er, could eafiiy bdray^ 
fome unknown^ or ^iinguarded, fbrd: the meift: 
of the difcovery vs^ enhanced by the> ufefut ifb*^ 
terpofition of fraud or fiftion j and a white hart,- 
of fingular fize and beauty, appeared to guifler 
and animate the march of the Gathbfic iriny.- 
The counfels of the Vifigoths were irrefblute ahd 
diftxafted. A crowd of impatient warriors, ^pre- 
f^mptuous in their ftrength-, and difdaining to* 
fly before, the robbers of Germaiiy, excited Aia- 
ric to afTert in arms the name and blood ^bf &er 
cpni^efor of Rome. - The advice of- the gravfer 
ciue&ains prefled him to elude the firflr- ardbor 
o^ the : Franks j and to expeflt,* 'in the fotrth^AJ 
pxovinoes .of Gaul, the veteran arid vi£tdri|5Ui 
Qjbo^tbd, wh^nv the king of Italy had alreaif/' 
fentvto im affiftance. The decifive motti^ts? 
were^waftbd in idle deliberation; the Goths too' 
hafiilyabandoittd, peths^s, an advantageous jioft ; 
and tfae^ opportunity of \ a fecure retreat was ioft 
by their flow and diforderly motions. ^ Aftdr CIo- 
ivuc v&iiad'paffed the ford, ask is ftill named, of the 
' M':* i^^eri^,: he ^ advanced with bold" arid' i^y^ftepstd 
-.>._Fi-; prevent the efcape of the enemy. Hjs npfltura^i 
ntatch was direfted hy a flajning meteor, fufpeoKi^. 
€Ni in. the air above t the cathedral of Poitiers ; and 
this figrialj' which might, be^previoufly concerted 
with the orthodox. iiicceffor of St. Hilary,* wa« 
csompared to the column of fire that guided the 
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lfraeli)iK.ia jhf 4tfet^: ,At>the:tiiiM hoiir <if tlitf- ^4^,f^ 

ariny,« ^ofe. ^€^ waft.alcead)ni»Q)af«d by^ ter** 
roi:, ^4i i^<^^&^^*. ■'^'^^ 09isy rallkd - in iMr ex*- 

cla^i^i^y . deman^d? the; batil^ refufed rt6 
fijrvive <tjie4gfjpi^«y pf ;,ffight. Tfae mo ,king^ 
euf^Ufitc^d e^ch athqr. m fingie comhat. - Alc^a 
fi^ll^ by th«j t\and >Qf his rihral;-and the YidGHrious- 
Fx^nk T^^ytd l?y the goodaeis of\ his. cuirafe^ 
^d the yigour ^ his horfe* from the ^%eai1g ^* 
two de^erate Got}>$, .who furioufty . rode ^ a^inft' 
hi©, to. revenge the death of- their fovereigm- 
'^he yague expreiiio^ of. 9 moualam tif the 4pin^ 
feryes to indicate .a cruel, thont^ ; ia^k&oii^ 
ij^ught^;, but Gregory, has earefaUy>.cS)feisiae<^ 
tpat. his yaliant countrymai^ Apollmatis^ dm^foiq 
c^Sidonius, loft his life at the head of thecn^fei 
ofJfVuvqgne* Perhaps thefe-fufpfejaed.Catholto: 
Iiad bepn pi^Ucioufly expofed tq, the bftind aflaohjr 
oFthe.eneii^y.j. a^d perhaps the fe|Ki€KKCvjo£;jfdi.I 
gipn yf^s Juperfeded by pcrfoii?i attap^iinefili ioxr 
military honour ** • :; ., .:: vj 

^ Such is the, empire of Fortune (if we mayAflJ. Conqnetk 
itguife our ignorance under that popular xiam^V tainSJJtic 

. , Franks, 
'^ A^ter corredhng the text, or excufinjr the miftake of JProca-. ^* •^^^* 
{a^ ^o pUcea the defeat of Abtric near Careaifone, we may 
cenciude, from . ttie evidence of Gregory, Fprtunatfis, and the 
author of the Gefta Francorutn, that the battle was (ought lyf 
ckwlfi'p^ktadmfiy On the banks of the Clain, about ten niiles to the 
fc^i^^^ of Fwjfifcr^. aovk uttdctti6ok;and atta<iked the Vifigoths 
near Vivpnne, ^nd )thc,vifftofijy wa« de^Wed near a village ftiii named 
Chaihpkgnl St^HiBirc. tec the Dlflfertations of the Abb<5 le Bauf, 
toiin i>'|b4— |»i. 

that 
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CHAP, dnt it h aiiw^ equally diffieiilt to feidce the 
^^ '' e^ent^ of war, or to exphm thdr varfous con- 
Sequences. A bloody and conqriete vi6tory has 
fometimes yielded no more than the pofiefBon of 
the field ; and the lofr of ten thou&nd men has^ 
fometimes been iuffici^t to deftroy, in a finglc 
day, the work of ages. The dcciftve battle of 
Poitiers was followed by the conqueft of Aqui- 
tain. Alaric had left behind him an infant fon, 
a Inward competitor, fadioos nobles, and a dif- 
loyal people; and the remaining forces of the 
Croths were oppreiTed by the general conflema- 
tion, or oppofed to each other in civil diffcord. 
The viftorrous king of the Franks proceeded 
without delay to the fiege of Angoul^me. At 
the found of his trumpets the walls of the city 
imitated the example of Jericho, " and inilantly 
fell to the ground; a fplendid miracle, which 
may be reduced to the fuppofition, that fome 
clerrcal engineers had fecretly undermined the 
fbtmdations of the rampart'*. At Bordeaux, 
wMch had fubmitted without refiftance, Clovis 
eftaHtfhed his winter-quarters ; and - his prudent 
ceconomy tranfported from Thbuloufe the royal 
tretfures, which were depofited in the capital of 
Ac monarchy. The conqueror penetrated as far 
as the confines of Spain ^* ; reftorejd the honours 

of 

5? AngoulSmc is in the, road from Poitiers to Bordeaux ; and 
although Gregory delays the liege, I can more readily believe that 
he confounded the order of hillory, than that Clovis negleded the 
rules of war. 

54 Pyrenaos montes ufque PcrpinianMm fubjecit; istheexpreffion 
of Rorico, which betrays his recent date 5 ftnce Perpignan did not 
exlft before the tenth century (Marca Hifpanica, p. 4580- ^^^^ 

florid 
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.*jF t|)t- Cathc^. church; 6?:ed in A^uitaia a ^f^xvia. 
feolony of F«|nks" ; and dck^ata^i- to- his l^eu- j 
ien^Qta the- ^j ^^^ ^^ fubduii^^ or ^tirpat-^ 
ing^ thf natbnrj^j* the Vifigoths* But the Vifi- 
rgoths .w^r^ prote^^ by the mle and powerful 
monarch of Italy. While the balance' was ftill 
equals Theodoiic had perhaps dels^yed the march 
cf the.Oftiogoths ; but their ftrennous efforts fuc- 
c0fsfuUy refilled the ambitloa of Clovis ; and the 
JBirmy of the«Franii^^, and their Burguadiiui ailies, 
was compelkd to rgife th^fiege of ^lesj with the 
lofs, as it. is faidj oi thirty jthoufand meni Thefe 
Viciflitudes inclined- .ihe fierce fpirit of Cloyis to 
acquiefce in an advantageous treaty of peace. 
The Vifigoths were fuffered to.ret^ip the poflfef- 
tion of Septimania^ a narrow tta3: of fea-coaft^ 
frwA the Rhone to the Pyrenees ; but the ample 
,,pQrovince of iAqultainv from thofe mountains to the 
JLoire^ ^as indilTolubly i^mted^ to the kingdom of 
Prance '^ • ..^ 

.... After 

.florid and fabutbus i^rittv (pprhgLipi i • nadrik of Amifefis. Sie the 
. Abbe k Boeuf, Mem, de TAcad^e, torn, xviit p. aaS-— 245.) re- 
lates, in the alfegorual chsLrGL^er of a Ihepherdi t'he general hiftory 
ttf his ct)untFymen tfie Franks ; but his ftarratilrc end$ with the death 
; of Clevis. 

ss The aiitlipt of the Geft;* Frahcorum pdfitivcly affirms, that 
Clovis fixed^^ Dddy of Franks in the Saintonge and Bourdelois : 
and he ift not uijudicidUfly fallowed by RoricOy eledtd» milltes^ at. 
^ue fortiflimosj cum parvulis^ atque mulieribus. Yet it ftiould feem 
that they foon min&led with the Romans of Aquitain>till Charle- 
magne introduced a more numerous and powerful colony (Dubos 
H:ft. Critique, tom.ji. p. at5.)- 

56 In the compofition of the Gothic war, I have tifed the follow- 
ing materials, with due regard to their unequal value. Four epifllet 
from Th?odoric king of Italy (Cafliodor. 1. iii. cpift. i— 4.. itt 
torn. iv. p. ^—5.), Procopius (de Belh Goth. 1. i. c 12. intern^ g. 
Yofc,VI. i p. 32. 
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xx" vin "^^^^ *^ fuccefs of the Gothic war, Clovis ad- 
-\.— ^,,— ^ repted the honours of the Roman confulftiip. 
ConfuU Yhg enlperor Anaftafius ambitioufly beftowed on 
Clovis, the moft powerful rival of Theodoric, the title 
'^^^' jind enfigns of that eminent dignity; yet, from 
fome unknown caufe, the name of Clovis has 
not been infcribed in the Fa/ii either of the Eaft 
or Weft". On the fokmn day, the monarch 
of Gaul, placing a diadem on his head, was in- 
verted in the church of St. Martin, with a purple 
tunic and mantle. From thence he proceeded 
on horfeback to the cathedral of Tours ; and, as 
he paffed through the ftreets, profufely fcattered, 
with his own hand, a donative of gold and filver 
•to the joyful multitude, who inceflantly repeated 
their acclamations of Conful and Auguftus. The 
aftual, or legal, authority of Clovis, could not 
receive any new acceffions from the confular 
dignity. It was a name, a fhadow, an empty pa- 
geant ; and if the conqueror had been inftruded 

V' 3*» 3%)> Gregory of Tours (1. ii. c. 35, 36,. 37. in torn. ii. p. 
181—183.), Jornandes (de Reb. Geticis,, c.58. in torn. ii. p. 28.), 
Fortunalus fin Vit. St. Hilarii, in torn. iii. p. 380.), Ifidore (in 
Chron. Goth-, in torn. ii. p. 701.), the Epitome of Gregory of 
Tours (in torn. ii. p. 401 .) , the author of the Gefta Francorum (in 
tqm. ii. p. ssy^s^l*)^ the Fragments of Fredegarius (in torn. ii. p. 
463.), Almoin (1. i. c. 20. in torn. iii. p. 41, 42.), and Korico (1. iv. 
in torn. iii. p. 14— la ). 

57 The Fafli of Italy would naturally rejedt a conful, the enemy 
of tlieir foYereign } but any ingtnious hypothefis that might explain 
the lilence of Conltantinople and Egypt (the Chronicle of Mar- 

•cellinus, and the Pafchal), is overturn<?d by the fimilar filence of 
Warius b/ftiop of Avenche, who compofcd his F^Jli m the kingc ooi 
of Burgundy. IF the evidence of Gregory o: Tours were lefs 

' weighty and pofitive (1. ii, c. 38. in torn. ii. p. 183.), I could believe 
that Clovis, like Odoacer, received the laAing title and honours of 
fatrfdcifi (Pagi Critica, lorn. ii. p. 474. 451.). 

'to 
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io ckim the andent prerogatives of that high office, 
they muft have expired vrtth the period of it$ an- 
nual duration. But the Romans were difpofed to 
irevere, in the perfon of their mafter, that antique 
. title, which the emperors eondefcended to aflume : 
the Barbarian himfelf feetned to contraft a facred 
obligation to refpeO: the majefty of the republic ; 
and the fucceffors of Theodofius, by Ibliciting his 
iriendlhip, tacitly forgave, and almoft ratified, tho 
ufurpation of Gaul. 

Twenty five years after the death of Clovis^ 
this important conceffion was more formally d^-^ 
clared, in a treaty between his fons and the em- 
peror Juftinian. The Oftrogoths of Italy, un- 
able to defend their diftant acquifitions, had re» 
figned to the Franks the cities of Aries and Majf* 
feilles : of Aries, ftill adorned with the feat of a 
PraetoriaA praefeft, and of MarfeiUes, emiched 
by the advantages of trade and navigation ^'i 
This tranfaftion was confirmed by the Imperial 
authority ; and Juftinian, generoufly yielding to the 
Franks the fovereignty of the countries beyond 
the Alps, which they already pofleffed, abfolired 
the provincials from their allegiance; and efta- 
blifhed on a mor^ lawful, though not more fo- 
lid, foundation, the throne of the Merovingians **. 

From 

53 Uftd^r the Merovingian kings, MarfeiUes ftill imported from 
the Eaft, paper, wine, oil, linen, fiik, precious ftones, fpices, &c. 
The Oajils, or Franks, traded to Syria, and the Syrians were cfta- 
bliihed in Gaul, See M. dc Guignesi Mem. de rAcademic, torn, 
xxxvii. p. 471—475. 

tthToft^eirt/f®' TO g^yavggif^^f altera JT®. TtfTw >f. This UroUg declaration 

2» of 
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xxxvin ^^^ ^^^ ^^^» ^^^ enjoyed the right of cele- 
brating at Aries, the games of the Circus ; and 
by a Angular privilege, which was denied even 
to the Perfian monarch, the gold coin, impreffed 
with their name and image, obtained a legal 
currency in the empire ^°. A Greek hiftorian of 
that age has praifed the private and public vir- 
tues of the Franks, with a partial cnthufiafin, 
which cannot be fufficiently juftified by their do- 
meftic annals*'. He celebrates their politenefs 
and urbanity, their regular government, and 
•orthodox religion; and boldly afferts, that thefe 
Barbarians could be diftinguiflied only by their 
drefs and language from the fubjeds of Rome. 
Perhaps the Franks already difplayed the focial 
difpofition, and lively graces, which in every 
age have difguifed their vices, and fometimes 
concealed their intrinfic merit. Perhaps Aga- 
thias, and the Greeks, were dazzled by the rapid 

of Procopius (dc Bell. Gothic. 1. iii. cap. 33. in torn. ii. p. 41.)* 
would almoft fufficeto juftify the Abbe Dubos. 

6® The Franks, who probably ufed the mints of Treves, Lyons, 
jin4 Aries, imitated the coinage of the Roman emperors of feventy- 
two/ofttii, or pieces, to the pound of gold. But as the Franks efta- 
blifhed only a decuple proportion of gold and filvcr, ten ihillingi 
will be a fufiictent valuation of their folidus of gold. It was the 
common ftandard of the Barbaric fines, and contained forty denarii ^ 
or filvcr threepences. Twelve of thefe denarii made a foHdus, or 
fliilling, the twentieth part of the ponderal and numeral ifure^ or 
pound of filver, which has been fo ftrangely redux:e4 in modem 
France. Ste le Blanc Traite Hiftoriquc dcs Monnoyesde France, 

6> Agalhias, iti torn. ii. p. 47. Gregory of Tours exhibits a very 
different pidture. Perhaps it would not be eafy, within the fame 
hiftorical fpace, to find more vice and lefs virtue. We arc continually 
ihcckedby the unicn of favage and corrupt manners. 

progrefs 
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progrefs of their ani>s, and the Tplendor of their ^^^,^- 
empire. Since the conqueft of Burgundy, Gaul, ^_ -i^-, _j 
except the Gothic province of Septimania, was 
fubjeft, in its whole extent to the fons of Clovis. 
They had extinguilhed the German kingdom of 
Thuringia, and their vague dominion penetrated 
beyond the Rhine, into the heart of their native 
forefts. The Alemanni, and Bavarians, who had 
occupied the Roman provinces of Rhsetia and No- 
ricum, to the fouth of the Danube, confeffed them- 
felves the humble yaffals of the Franks ; and the 
feeble barrier of the Alps was incapable of refilling 
their ambition. When the laft furvivor of the fons . 
of Clovis united the inheritance and conquefts of 
the Merovingians, his kingdom extended far be- 
yond the limits of modern France. Yet modem 
France, fuch has been the progrefs of arts and 
policy, far furpafTes in wealth, populoufnefs, and 
power, the fpacious but favage realms of Clotaire 
or Dagobert **. 

- The Franks, or French, are the only people of Political 
Europe, who can deduce a perpetual fucceffion ycrfyT" 
from the conquerors of the Weftem empire. But 
their conqueft of Gaul was followed by ten cen- 
turies of anarchy, and ignorance. On the re- 
vival of learning, the ftudents who had been 
formed in the fchools of Athens and Rome, dif- 
.'dained their Barbarian anceftorsj and a long 

^* M. dc Fonccmagne has traced, in a correal and elegant dif- 
fertation (Mem. de TAcademic, tonn. viii. p. 5:)5— ^aS.). the cxtcn; 
aindlinuts of the French monarchy. 

Z 3 period 
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xrxvm P^"^^ clapfed before patient labour could pro- 
i_ ^- _' vide the requifite xnatjsrials to fatisfy, or rather 
to excite, the. curiofity of more enlightened 
Jimes*^ At length the eye of criticifm and phir 
lofophy was direfted to the antiquities of France ; 
but even philofophers have been tainted by the 
contagion of prejudice and paffion. The moft 
extreme and exclufive fyftems of the perfonal 
fervitude of the Gauls, or of their voluntary and 
equal alliance with the Franks, have been raflily 
conceived and obftinately defended : and the in- 
temperate difputants have accufed each other of 
confpiring againft the prerogative of the crown, 
the dignity of the nobles, or the freedom of the 
people. Yet the iharp conflict has ufefuUy excr- 
cifed the adverfe powers of learning and genius; 
and each antagonift, alternately vanquiflied and 
viftorious, has extirpated fome ancient errors^ 
and eftabliflied fome interefting truths. An im- 
partial ftrangcr, inftrufted by their ^fcoveries, 
their difputes, and even their faults, may de^ 
fcribe, from the fame c^ginal materials, tjie flate 
x)f the .Roman provincials, after Gaul bad fub- 

61 The Abb^ Duboa (Hiftoirc Critique, t«m. i. p »9-736.) has 
truly and agreeably reprefente^l the flow progrcfs of thefe ftudies ; 
and he obierves, that Gregory of Tours was only once printed be- 
fore the year 1560. According to the complaint pf Heincccios 
(Opera, torn. iii. Syllogeiij. p. 448, &c.) Germany received with in- 
difference and cbn tempt the codes of Barbaric law-, which wtre 
puhl'f}K"d by Hero!d»js, Lindenbrogins, &c. At prcfent thofc laws 
(as fir ay they relate to Gaul), the hrtory of Gregory of Tours^ 
ar.d nil the monuments of the Merovingian race, appear in a pure 
and perfcd ltatc> in the firft four volumes of the h^ftorians of 
yrance. 

mitted 
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niltted to the arms and laws of the Merovinpan' chap. 

kings'^ r -,-^ , 

^ The rudeft, or the moft fervile, condition of Laws of 
human fociety, is regulated however by fome t^eBarba. 
fixed and gieneral rules. When Tacitus furyeyed 
the primitive fimpHcity of the Geitaans, he dif- 
covered fome permanent maxims, or cuftoms, of 
public and private life, which were preferved by 
fiaithful tradition, till the introduftion of the art 
of writing, and of the Latin tongue ^^ JSefore 
the election of the Merovingian kings, th^ moft 
powerful tribe, or nation, of the Franks, ap- 
pointed four venerable chieftains to compofe the 
Salic laws*^; and their labours were examined 
and approved in three fucceffive aiTembKes of the 
people. After the baptifm of Clovis, he re« 

64 In the fpace of thirty years (lyaS — 1765) this intercfting fub- 
jedt ha« been agitated by the free fpirit of the Count de Boulainvil- 
Irers (Mcmoirts Hiftoriqiies fur TEtat d^ la France, particularly 
tom.i. p. 15 — 4.9,) j the learned ingenuity of the Abbe Dubos 
(Hiftoire Critique.de rEtabliflcment dc la Monarchic Francoife dans 
ies GauiS, x vols, in 4^°.) ; the com'prehenfive genius of the prefi- 
dent de Montefquieu (fifprit des Loix, particularly 1. xxvrii.xx3t. 
xxxi.) ; and the good fenfe and diligence of the Abbe dc Mably 
(Obfervations fur I'Hiftoire de France, a vol. » zmo.) 

65 1 have derived much inftruiflion from two learned works of 
Heineccius, the Hiflery and the Elements of the Germanic law. In 
a;judi«ious preface to the Elements, he confiders, and tries to ex- 
cufe, the defeats of that barbarous jurifprutlence. 

^ Latin appears to have been the original language of the Salic 
law. It Xvas probably compofed in the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, before the acra (A. D. 421.) of the real or fabulous Phara- 
mond. The preface mentions the four Cantons which produced 
the four legiftators; and many province?, Franconia, Saxony, Ha- 
nover, Brabant, &c. have claimed them as their own. See an ex- 
cellent Difl'ertation of Heineccius, de Lege Salica, torn. iii. SyU 
Ibge iii. f , 24.7—467. 

Z 4 formed 



344 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

xxxvm! ^™^ fcvend articles that appeared, iocompati^ 
Ue with Chriftianity : the Salic law was agaii) 
ZBoaixded by his fons; and at length, under the 
reign of Dagobert, the code w^ revifed and pro- 
mulcted in its a^ual fornn pm hundred years 
after the eftabliflunent pf the French monarchy. 
Within the fame period, the cuftoms of the jRJpuai 
rians were tranfcribed swd pubUfliedj and Char- 
lemagne bimf^If, the legi(latpr of his age and 
country, has accurately ft\idied tl}^ two national 
laws, which ftill prevailed aniong the Franks ^^. 
The fame care was extended to their vaffals ; and 
the rude inftitutions of the Akniarmi and Ba^oa'- 
rians were diligently compiled and ratified by the 
fupreme authority of the Merovingian kings* 
The ViJigQtbs and Burgundians^ w^hofe conquefts in 
Gaul preceded thofe of the Franks, (hewed lefs 
impatience to attain one of tjae principal benefits 
of civilifed fociety, Euric was th^ ftrft of the 
Gothic princes who expreffed in writing the man- 
ners apd cuftoms of his people ;^ and the compo- 
fition of the Burgundian laws was a meafure of 
policy rather than of juftice; to alleviate the 
yoke, and regain the affections, of their Gallic 
fubjeSs*'. Thus, by a Angular coincidence, the 

(Jermans 



^ Eginhard, in Vit. Caroli Magni, c. 29. ip torn. v. p. loo. 
By tbefe two laws, moll critics undcrftand the Salic aqd the Ripoa- 
jian. The former extended from the Carbonarian foreft to the 
Loire (torn. iv. p. j5I.)» and the latter might be obeyed from the 
fame foreft to the Rhine (torn* iv. p, 122.). 

*8 Confult the ancient and'nTocfefn prefaces of the (everal Codes, 
in the fourth volume of the ^iftorians of France, The originaj 

prologue 
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0ermaiis framed their artlefs inftitutions, at a xxxvm* 
time when the elaborate fyftem of Roman jurit 
prudence was finally confummated- In the' Salic 
laws, and the Pandcds of Juftinian, we may 
compart the firft rudiment$3^ and the full matu- 
rity, of civil wifdom; and whatever prejudices 
may be fuggefted in favour of Barbarifra, our 
calmer refledions will afcribe to the Romans the* 
fuperior advantages, not only of fcifence and rea?. 
fon, but of humanity and juftice. Yet the laws 
of the Barbarians were adapted to their wants and 
defires, their occupations and their capacity ; and 
they all contributed to prcferve th.e peace, and 
promote the improvements, of the fociety for 
whole ufe they were originally eftabliflied. The 
Merovingians, inftead of impofing an uniform 
rule of condufb on their various fubjefts, per* 
mitted each people, and each family of their 
empire, freely to enjoy their domeftic inftitUr 
fions *' ; nor were the Romans excluded from the 
gommon benefits of this legal toleration ^^ The 
• children 

prologue to the Salic Uw exprelfes though (in a foreign diale(5l) the 
genuine fpirit of the Franl^s, niore forcibly than the ten books of 
Gregory of Tours, 

^ The Ripuarian law declares, and defines, this indulgence in 
iavour of the plaintiflf (tit. xxxi. in torn. iv. p. 240.); and the 
|ame toleration is underftood, or exprelfed^ in all the Codes, ex. 
cept that of the yifigoths of Spain. Tanta diverfita« legum (fays 
^gobard in the ninth century) quanta non folum in regionibus, aut 
civitatibus, fedetiam in mtiltis domibushabetur. Nam pleruraquc 
Contingit ut (imul eant aut fedeant quinque homincsV et nullus eo- 
Tum communcm legem cum altero habeat (in torn. vi. p. 356.). 
He fooliflily propolis to ix^trn?duce an uniformity of law, as well as 
of faith. 

70 Inter Romanes negptia caufarum Romapis legibus prseoipimut 
Urminari. Such are the words of a general conftitut'iM>n promul- 
gated 
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children embraced the law of their parentt, tfi€ 
ivife that of h^ hufband, the freedman that of 
his patron ; and, in all cai^es, where the parties 
were of different nations, the plaintiff, or accm* 
fer, was obliged to follow the tribunal of the de- 
fendant, who may always plead a judicia] pre- 
fumption of right or innocence. A more ample 
latitude was allowed, if every citizen, in the pre- 
fence of the judge, might declare the law under 
which he defircd to live, and the national fo- 
ciety to which he chofe to belong. Such an in- 
dulgence would abolifh the partial diitindions of 
vidory; and the Roman provincials might pa- 
tiently acquiefce in the hardfhips of their condi^ 
tion ; fince it depended on themfelves to affume 
the privilege, if they dared to affert the charac* 
ter, of free and warlike Barbarians '*. 

When juftice inexorably requires the death of 
a murderer, each private citizen is fortified by 
the affurance, that the laws, the magiftrate, and 

yatcd by Clotiurc, the fon of Clovis, and folc monarch of the Franks 
(in torn. iv. p. ii6.), about the year 560. 

7» This liberty of choice has been aptly deduced (Efprit dci 
Loix, 1. xxviii. 3.) from a conftitution of LothaireL (Leg. L*»- 
gobard, 1. ii. tit. Wii. in Codex Lindebrog. p. M4-) i tKough the 
rxamflc ts too recent and partial. From a various reading, in the 
Salic law (tit. xliv. not. xlv.), the Abbe de JVIably (torn. i. 
p. 29c — 193.) has conje<5turcd, that, at firft, a Barbarian only, and 
nftcvwards «nny man (coniequcntSy a Roman) might live according 
to the law of the Franks. I am forry to offend thi« ingeaious con^ 
jedture by obfcrving, thai the ftrii^cr fcnfic Barbarum) isexpreiled 
in the reformed copy of Ch.uleroagne ; which is confirmed by the 
Royal and VV«lfenbuttle MSS. The loofer interpretation {bomtnem^ 
.is aurlioriffd only by the MS. of Fwkia, from whewce Heroldm 
publilhed his edition. See the four original texts of the Sahc law, 
in torn. iv. p. 147. 175* 196. »2o., 

die 
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the whole community, are the guardians of hfc S^^.^: 
pcrfonal fafety. But in the loofe fociety of the 
Germans, revenge was always honourable, and 
often meritorious : the independent warrior chaf- 
tifed, or vindicated, with his own hand, the in- 
juries which he had offered, or received ; and he 
had only to dread the refentment of the fons, and 
kinfmen, of the enemy, whom he had facrificed 
to his felfiih or angry paflions. The magiftrate* 
confcious of his weaknefs, interpofed, not to pii* 
nifh, but to reconcile ; and be was fatisfied if he 
^ould perfuade, c«: compel, the contending jMir- 
ties to pay, and to accept, the moderate fine 
which had been afcertained as the price of 
blood'*. The fierce fpirit of the Franks would 
bave oppofed a more rigorous fentence ; the fame 
fiercenefs defpifed thefe ineffeftual reftraints: 
and, when their fimple manners had been cor- 
rupted by the wealth of Gaul, the public peace 
was continually violated by aSs of hafty or deli- 
berate guilt. In every juft government, the feme 
penalty is inflifted, or at leaft is impofed, for the 
murder of a peafant, or a prince. But the na- 
.tional inequality eftabUfhed by the Franks, in 
their criminal proceedings, was die laft infult 

7* In' the heroic times of Greece, the guilt of murder was ex- 
piated by a pecuniary fatisfadion to the family of the deceafed (Fci'- 
thius Antiquitat. Homeric. I. ii. c 8.). Hcineccius, in his preface 
to the Elements of Germanic Law, favourably fuggefts, that at 
Raqde and Athens homicide was only punilhed with exile. It is 
true 8 but exile was a f<?///tf/puni(hmcnt for a citizen of Rome or 
Athens* 

and 
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xxKvui ^^ abufe of conqueft^^ In the calm moments 
of leglflation, they folemnly pronounced, that the 
life of a Roman was of fmaller value than that of 
a Barbarian. The Antrnjiion'*^^ a name expref- 
five of the moft illuftrious birth or dignity among 
the Franks, was appreciated at the fum of fix 
hundred pieces of gold; while the noble provin- 
cial, who was admitted to the king's table, might 
be legally murdered at the expence of three hun- 
dred pieces. Two hundred were deemed fuiB- 
cient for a Frank of ordinary condition ; but the 
meaner Romans were expofed to difgrace. and 
danger by a trifling compenfation of one hun- 
dred, or even fifty, pieces of gold. Had thefe 
laws been regulated by any principle of equity or 
reafon, the public protection fhould have fup- 
plied in juft proportion the want of perfonal 
ftrength. But the legiflator had weighed in the 
fcale, not of juftice, but of policy, the lofs of a 
foldier againft that of a flave : the head of an in- 
folent and rapacious Barbarian was guarded by an 
heavy fine ; and th^ flighted aid was afforded to 

7? This proportion is fixed by the Salic (tit. xllv. in torn. iv. 
^. 147.) and the Ripuarian {tit.vii.xi.xxxvi. in torn, iv, p. ^37. 
a4i.)lawg.: but the latter docs not diftinguifh any difference of Ro- 
mans. Yet the orders of the clergy are placed above the Franks 
themfclves, and the Burgundians and Alemanni between the Frank* 
and the Romans. 

?.♦ Thp Antrujiiones^ q^i in trufle Dominica , funt, teudi, fidelesy un- 
doubtedly reprefent the firft order of Frank^j but it is a qucftion 
whether their rank was perfonal, or hereditary. The Abb^ de 
Mably (tonri. i. p. 334^-3*7 •) is not difpleafed to mortify the pride 
of birth (Efprit, 1. xxx. c. ^5.) by dating the origin of FrencI^ nobi- 
lity from the reign of Clotaire IL (A. p. 6i5.)' 

• .the 
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the moft defencelefs fubjeOis. Time infenfibly PJlyf,^^ 
abated the pride of thie conquerors, and the pa- v,ir-,-n,J 
tience of the vanquifhed ; and the boldeft citizen 
was taught by experience, that he might fufFer 
more injuries than he could inflift* As the man- 
ners of the Franks became lefs ferocious, their 
laws were rendered more fevere ; and the Mero- 
vingian kings attempted to imitate the impartial 
rigour of the Vifigoths and Burgundians ". Un- 
der the empire of Charlemagne, murder was uni- 
verfaiiy puniflied with death ; and the ufe of ca-. 
pital punilhments has been liberally multiplied in 
the jurifprudence of modem Europe ^\ 

The civil and military profeflions, which had. ^^^^f^'^^f 
been feparated by Conftantinc, were again vmited^ God. 
by the Barbarians. The harfli found of the Teu- 
tonic appellations was mollified into the Latin 
titles of Duke, of Count, or of Prasfed ; and the 
fame officer affumed, within his diftrift, the com- 
mand of the troops, and the adminiftration of 



75 See the Burgundian laws (tit. ii. in torn. iv. p. 157.), the 
Code of the Vifigoths (I. vi. tit. w. in torn, iv, p. 384.), and 
the conftitution of Childeberty not of iParis, but moft evidently of 
Auftrafia (in torn. iv. p. i\%.). Their premature fcverity was fome- 
times rafli, and exccflive. Childebert concTemned not only murdereri 
but robbers ; quomodo fine lege involavit, fine lege moriatur j and 
even the negligent judge was involved in the fame fenten:c. The 
Vifigoths abandoned an unfuccefsful furgeon to the family of his 
deceafed patient, ut' qupd de eo facere volucrint habeant potefta- 
tem (1. xi. tit. i. in torn. iv. p. 435.)- 

78 See in the fixth volume of the works of Heineccius, the Ble- 
menta Juris Germanici, l.ii. p. ii. No a6i, 26a. 180—283. Yet 
fome vcftiges of thefe pecuniary compofitions for murder, have been 
traced in Germany, as late at the lixteenth century. 

3 juftice. 
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xxxvin. J«^<^«"- ®«^ *e fierce and flikeiatc chieftani 
was feidom qualified to difcharge the duties of a 
judge, which require all the faculties of a philo^ 
fophic mind, lal>Drioufly cultivated by experience 
and ftudy ; and his rude ignorance was con^eiled 
to embrace fome fimple, and vifible, methods of 
afcotaining the caufe of juftice. In every reli- 
gion, the Deity has been invoked to confirm the 
truth, or to punifh the faliehood, of human tef- 
timony; but this powerful inilniment was mif- 
appiied and abufed, by the fimplicity of the Ger- 
man legifktors. The party accufed might juftify 
his innocence, by producing before their tribu- 
nal a number of friendly witneifes, who folemnly 
declared their belief, or afTurance,- that he was not 
guilty. According to the weight of the charge, 
this legal number of compurgators was multi- 
plied; feventy-two voices were required to. ab- 
folve an incendiary, or aflaffin: and when the 
chaftity of a queen of France was fufpefted, three 
hundred gallant nobles fwore, without hefitation, 
that the infant prince had been aftually begotten 
by her deceafed hufband^'. The fifl and fcan- 
dal of manifeft and frequent perjuries engaged 

77 The whole fubjed of the Germanic judges, and their jurifdlc- 
tioD,u copioufly treated by Hcineccius (Element. Jiir. Gcrnn. 1. iii. 
K^ I— 7a.)- I cannot find any proo'', that, under the Merovingian 
race, thc/cabini, or alTeflbrs were ehofcn by the people. 

'^Gregor. Turon. 1. viii. c. 9. in torn. ii. p. 3i<^ Monte* 
fquieu obferves (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviil c. 13.), that the Salic 
l^wjdid not admit thcCc ne^aiive proof j {o univerfally eftabliftied in the 
Barbaric codes. Yet this obfcure concubine (Fredegundis), who 
became the wife Of the grandfon of Clovis, muft have followed the 
Salic UW' 

the 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. J5« 

the taagiftratcs»to remove tfcefc dangerous tempt- xxxviui 
ations ; and to fupply the defcfts of human tcfti- s--»— i ^ 
mony, by the famous experiments of fire and 
water. Thefe extraordinary trials were fo capri- 
cioufly contrived, that, in fome cafes, guilt, and 
innocence in others, could not be proved with- 
out the intCTpofition of a miracle. Sttch mira- . 
cles were readily provided by fraud and credulity^ 
the moft intricate caufes were determined by thfe 
eafy and infallible method ; and the turbutetlt 
Barbarians, who might have difdained the feri- 
tence of the magiftrate, fubmiiSvely acquiefced 
in the judgment of God^^ 

But the trials by fingle combat gradually ob- judicial 
tained fuperior credit and authority, among a ^^^^* *^'' 
warlike people, who could not believe, that a 
brave man deferved to fuffer, or that a coward 
deferved to live'**. Both in civil and criminal 
proceedings, the plaintiff, or accufer, the de- 
fendant, or even the witnefs, were expofed to 
. mortal challenge from the antagonift who was 
dcftitute of legal proofs; and it was incumbent 
on them, either to defert their caufe, or publicly 
to maintain their honour, in the lifts of battle. 
They fought either on foot or on horfeback, ac- 

79 Muraton, in the Antiquities of Italyi has given two DifTerta- 
.tions (xxxviti. xxxix) on the jndgtnfnts of God, It was expected, 
that/r^ would not burn the innocent; and that the pnre element of 
^Kater would not allow the guilty to fink into its bofom. 

8<* Monlelqu cu (Efprit des L;;ix, 1 xxTiii. c. 17.) has condc- 
fcended to explain and exGufe ** la maniere de penfer de nos peres," 
fin the fubje<ft of judicial combats. He follows this ftrange inflitii- 
tion from the age of Gundobald to that of St. Lewis j and the phi- 
loiopher is fometimcs lolt in the legal antiquarian. 

7 cording 
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xx^viff ^^^^^'^J? ^o *^ cuftom of their nation " ; and th« 
decifion of the fword, or lanc6^ was ratified by 
the fanfliion of Heaven^ of the judge?, and of the 
people. This fanguinary laiw t^as introduced info 
Gaul by the BurgundianS^ and their Icgiflatoi* 
Gundobald** condefcended to anfwer the com- 
plaints and objeflions of hi^ fubje^ Avitus. 
^ Is it not true,'* faid the king of Burgundy td 
the bifhop, *' that the event of national war^^ 
*' and private combats, is diredied by the judg- 
*^ ment of God ; and that his providence awards 
** the viftory to the jufter caufe ?" fiy fuch pre- 
vailing arguments, the ablutd and crufel pfaftic> 
of judicial* duels^ which had been peculiar' to 
fome tribes tsf' Germany, was propagated anil 
eftablifhed in all the monarchies of Europe, from 
Sicily to the Baltic* At the end of ten centu- 
ries, the reign of legal violence was not "totally 
extinguifhed ; and the inefFe£hial cenliite^'of 
faints, of popes, and of fynods, may fedni'^-ib 
^proye, that the influence of fuperftition is^wej^fc- 
^ed by it& unnatural alliance with reafc^ and 

. «» In a memorable duel at A5x-U Chapelk (A; D» Sio.)^ "Mdrc 
llMiiftnperor Lewis the 1Pim»» his' biographer dbfdirveft, fecU'nd«m 
legem propri^m, ytpote quia uterque Gothus cratj eqtteilri*'pugtia 
>#Migre{&t eft (Vit. Lud- Pii, c. 33. in totri.vk p. f 05.). Ermol- 
d«is Nigeilifc (1. iii. 543— 6zS. in torn. vi. p. 48— 5o.),*<?iiO t!t- 
fcfibes'the duel, admires the larsnova of fightk>g- on- horfebacfc, 
lirhidi 'was unknown td the Franks. 

»* IiT his original etliA, publifhed at Lyons (A. D.* .<otv) Gufr; 
dobald eftablilhea and juffifies the ufe of jndicial combat. (£'e^. 
Burgund. tit* xlv» in torn. ii. p. 467— 268.). Three hundrcd^ar* 
afterwards, Agobard, biJhop of Lyons, fohcltcd Lewis the Pio«6 |9 
abolifl) the Uw of an Arian tyrant (in tom. vi. p. 356**31&.)- He 
relates the converiktion of Cupdobald and AVitus. 

. ^ humanity. 
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humanity. The tribunak were ftained with the 
blood, perhaps, of innocent and refpe^able citi- 
zens ; the law, wHich now favours ^he rich, then 
yielded to the ftrong; and the old, the feeble, 
and the infirm, were condemned, either to re- 
nounce their faireft claims and poffeffions, to 
fuftain the dangers of an unequal conflift '*, or to 
truft the doubtful aid of a merc^iary champion. 
This opprejffivc jurifprudence was impofed on the 
provincials of Gaul, who complained of any in- 
juries in their perfons and property. Whatever 
might be the ftrength, or courage, of individuals, 
the viftorious Barbarians excelled in the love and 
exercife of arms ; and the vanquished Roman was 
unjuftly fummoned to repeat, in his own perfon, 
the bloody conteft, which had been already de- 
cided againft his country \ 

A devouring hoft of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand Germans had formerly paffed the Rhine 
under the conunand of Arioviftus. One third 
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^ ** Acci\Iit (fays Agobard), ut non folum v^lentes vTribu?> fed 
•* etirim infirm! ct fenes laceffantur ad pugnam, etiam pro viliflimis 
•* rebus. Quibus foralibns certaminibus contingunt homicidia in- 
<* jufta; ct cnideles ac pcrverfi eventus judiciorura." Like a pru- 
dent rhetorician, he fuppreffes the Wgal privilege of hiring cham- 
pions. 

** Montefquieu (Efprit des Loix, xxviii. c. 14.) • who undet^ 
ftands «t;;&^ the judicial combat was admitted by the Burgundiati^s, 
Ripuarians, Alemanni, Bavarians, Lombards, Thuringians, f ri- 
fons, and Saxons, is fatisfied (and Agobard feems to countenance 
thcaffert'ou), that it was not allowed by the Salic law. Yet the 
lame cullom, at leaft in cafes of treafon, is mentioned byErmoldus 
Nigellus (I. iii, 543. in torn. vi. p. 48.)> and the anonymous bio- 
grapher of Lewis the Pious (c. 46. in torn. vi. p. ii».) as the " mos 
•« antiquus Francorum, more Francis folitg," &c. Cfprcflions too 
general to ex lude the nobleit of their tribes. 
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CHAP, part of the fisxtile lands of the Sequam was ap- 
c,^.^^* propmted to their ufe; and the conqueror fooft 
repeated his o|^effive demand of.anothfer third, 
for the accommodation of a new Colony of twemy> 
&)QT tbou&nd Barbarians, whom he had invked 
to fhareihe rich diarvcfl: of Gaul \ At the/ dit 
tance' of five hundred years; the Vifigoth&rsnd 
Burgundians, wfeo revenged, the. defeat of. Anot 
viftus, ufiirped the fame unequal proportkjn^ of 
two thirds of the fubjcft lands. But this idaArh- 
bution, ' hiftead of fpreading over the province^ 
may be reafonably confined to the peculiar di& 
trich where the vidorious people hsxi beeja 
planted by. their own choice, or by the policy of 
their leaden - In thefe diftrias, each Barbarian 
was connefted by the ties of hofpitality with fomc 
Roman provincifeil. To this unwelcome gueft, 
the proprietor was compelled to absuadon two* 
thirds of his patrimony : but . the . German^ . a 
{hfepherd, and a hunter, .might fometimcs psm- 
ttnt himfelf with a fpacious range of wood and 
-paftiire, and' refign the fmalleft, thougli mbft 
valuable, portion, to the toil of the induflxious 
httibandman*^ The filence of ancient jand 'an- 

^^ r aefar de Bell. GalL 1. i. c. 31. in torn. i. p. ^13. 

^^ The'obfcurc hints of a diviflon of lands occafionally fcattered 
m the law? of the Biirgundlans (tit. liv, N« i. a. in torn; it. 
p. 271, 271.), and Vifigoths (I. x. tit. i. N^ 8, 9. r6. in torn. iv. 
p. 42?, 429, 430.)> are fkilfully explained by the prcfident Mon- 
tefquieu (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxx. c. 7, 8, 9,). I Ihall only add, 
that, among the Goths, the divifion feems to have been afccrtained 
by the judgment of the neighbourhood; that the Barbarians fre- 
quently ufurped the remaining third \ and, that the Komans might 
recover their right, unlefs they were barred by a prefcription of 
fifty years. 

thentic 
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thentic teftimoixy has encouraged an opinion, that chap. 
the rapine of the Franks was not moderated, or y_-^^^ ' 
difguifed, by the forms of a legal divifion; that 
they difperfed themfelves over the provinces of 
Gaul, without order or 'controul ; and that each 
vi&orious, robber, according to his wants, his 
avarice, and his ftrength, meafured with his 
fword, the extent of his neW inheritance.' At a 
diftance from their fovcrcign, the Barbarians 
might indeed be tempted to exercife fuch arbi- 
trary depredation ; but the firm and artful policy 
of Clovis muft curb a licentious fpirit, which 
would aggravate the mifery of the vanquifhed, 
whilft it corrupted the union and difcipline of 
the conquerors. The memorable vafe of Soiffons 
is a monument, and a pledge, of the regular dif- 
trifaiution of the Gallic fpoils. It wds the duty, 
aiuithe intereft, of Clovis, to provide rewards for 
a fuceefsful army, and fettlements for a numerous 
pafiq)l&j without infliOing any wanton, or fuper* 
fiuDus injuries, on the loyal catholics of Gaul. 
The ample" fund, which he might lawfully ac- 
quire, of the Imperial patrimony, vacant lands, 
and Gothic ufurpations, would diminifli the cruel 
neceffity of feizure and confifcation ; and the 
humble provincials would more patiently ac- 
quiefce ia the equal and regular diftribution of 
their lofs»^ 

•7 It is lingular endugh, that the prcfident de Monteiquieu (Ff- 
prjt des Loix, I xxx. c. 7.), and the Abbe de Mably (Ohfcrvations 
torn. i. p. 21, aa.)> J»gfee in this ftrahge fuppofition of arbitrary and 
pnvate rapine. The count de Boulainv'llicrs (Etat de la France, 
torn. 1. p. «*, 43.) fliews a ftrong underftanding, through a cloud 
of ignorance and prejudice. 

A a a. The 
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xxxvm ^^^ wealth of the Merovingian printfeg con- 

^^^■^■v-^ J fifted in their extenfive domain. After the coa- 

FoTbene- q^^ft of Gaul, they ftill delighted in the ruftic 

ficcsofthe fimplicity of their anceflors; the cities were 

gian°7*"' abandoned to folitude and decay ; and their coins, 

their charters, stnd their fynods, are ftill infcribed 

with the names of the villas, or rural palaces, in 

which they fucceffively refided. One hundred and 

fixty of thefe palaces^ a title which need not excite 

any unfeafonable ideas of art or luxury, were 

fcattered t'hrough the provinces of their kingdom ; 

and if jfome might claim the honours of a fortrefs, 

the far greater part could be efteemed only in the 

light of profitable farms. The manfion' of the 

, Ibng-haired kings was furrounded with convenient 

yards, and ftables, for the cattle and the poultry^ j 

the garden was planted with ufeful vegetables ; 

the various trades, the labours of agriculture, a:nd 

even the arts of hunting and fiffiing, were exer- 

cifed by fervile hands for the emolument of the 

fovefeign; his magazines were filled with com 

and wme, either for fale or confumption ; and the 

whole adminift ration was conduced by the ftrifteft 

maxims of private oeconomy'^ This ample pa- 

J^ See the ruftic edi^t, or rather code, of Charkmagne, which 
contains feventy diftindl and minute regulations of that great 
monarch (in torn. v. p. 654—657.). He requires an account of the 
horns and ikins of the goats, allows his fifh to be fold, and carcftilly^ 
direfts, that the larger villas (^Capitanea:) (ball maintain one hun. 
dred hens and thirty geefe j and the fmaller {Manjionales) fifty hens 
and twelve geefe. Mabillon (de Re J)iplomatica) has invcftigated 
the names, the number, and the fituatioa of the Merovingian 
• villas » 

trimony 
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trimoay.was appropriated tx) fupply the hoj^itable ^2^^,?: 
plenty of Clovis, and his fiiGceifors ; and tp re- 
ward the fidelity of their brave compaijiqns,^ who, 
bjgijh in peace and war, were devoted to. their, per- 
Xonal fervice. Inftead of an horfe, or a fuit of ar- 
;»iour^ each conipanioi|, according to his r^nifc, 
.or merit, or favour, was iny^sflcd with a ben^ce^ 
the primitive name, and ijioft fimple form, of tlje 
feudal poffeflions. Thefe gifts might be refy^^d 
j|t the pleafure of the fovereign ; and his feeble 
prerogative derived fome fupport froni the influ- 
ence of his liberality. But this .dependent tenure 
was gradually aboliflied*^ by the independent and 
rapacious nobles of France, who eflablilhed the 
perpetual property, and hereditary fucceffion, of 
their benefices ^ a revolution falutary to the earth, 
which had been injured, or neglefted^ by its pre- 
carious mafters ^°, Befides thefe royal and bene- 
ficiary eftates, a large proportion had been affign- 
.^4? in the divifion of G^ul, oi alkdial and. S^ilic 
jan4«;, they were exempt from tribute, and the 
Salic lands were equally fhared among the male 
defcendants of the Franks ^'. 

' '% From a paflage of the Burgundian law (tit.i. N° 4. in torn. iv. 
p. 257.) it is evident, that a defcrving fon might expert to hold the 
laods which his father had received from the royal bounty of Gua« 
dobald. The Burgwndians would firmly maintain their privilege, 
and their example might encourage the beneficiaries of France. 

^ The revolutions of the benefices and fiefs are clearly fixed by 
the Abb^ de Mab*y. His accurate diftindlion bf times gives him a 
merit to which even Montcfquieu is a ftranger. 

9* See the Salic law (tit. Ixii. in torn. iv. p. 156). The origin 
and nature of thefe Salic lands, which in times of ignorance were 
perfectly undsrftood, now perplex our moft learned and fagaciouB 
^critics. 

A a 3 In 
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CHAP. In the bloody difcord, and filent decay of the 
t_ -1-^/ Merovingian line, a new order of tyrants arofe in 
Private ^{^^ provinccs, who, under the appellation of 
tions. Seniors^ or Lords, ilfurped a right to govern, and 
a licence to opprefs, the fubjefts of their peculiar 
tctritory. ^ Their ambition might be checked by 
the hoftile refiftance of an equal: but the laws 
were extinguifhed ; and the facrilegious Barba- 
rians, who dared to provoke the vengeance of a 
faint or bifhop ^% would feldom refpeft the land- 
marks of a profane and defencelefs neighbour. 
The common, or public, rights of nature, fuch 
as they had always been deemed by the Roman 
jurlfprudence *', were feverely reftrained by the 
<jerman conquerors, whofe amufement, or rather 
paffion, was the exercife of hunting. The vague 
dominion, which Man has affumed over the wild 
inhabitants of the earth, the air, and the waters, 
was confined to fome fortunate individuals of the 
human fpecies. Gaul was again overfpread with 
\vood3 ; and the animals, who were referved for 
the ufe', or pleafure, of the lord, might ravage 
with impunity, the fields of his induflrious vafTals, 
Th^ chace was the facrcd privilege of the nobles, 
'imd their domeftic fervants. Plebeian tranfgrefTors 
were legally chaflifed with ftripes and imprifou- 

9* Many of the two hundred and fix miracles ofSt. Martin (Greg. 
Turon. in Maxima Bbliotheca Patrum, tO!K. xi. p. 896 — 9^a ) 
were repeatedly performed to piinifh facrilege. Audte haec omncs 
(cxcla-ms the biihop of Tours), poteftatem habcntcs, after relating, 
how fome horfes run mad, that had been turned into a facrcd 
^ meadow. 

9^ HeiiiCC. Element* Jur. German. 1. ii. p. 1. N^8. 

ment ; 
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merit ^; but in an age >srhich admitted a flight 
compofition for the Kfe of a citizw, it-^tf^9a<?^ 
pital crime to; defliroy. a ftag or a wildbuli -withfflt 
the prcdix6:s of the royal forefts ^^'* -^ . .7 x : .^-^ ^ 
According to the maxims of aiioicnt ^Wy \h^ 
conqueror became th« lawful maftor c|f tb^-f^ifty 
whom he had fubduod andfpared^^t landtfe^ifr^^ 
fal caufe of perianal flavery, which bad b^en.^ 
moft fupprcffed by the pea^eftd f<l>v^^igmy^of 
Rome, was 2^ain tenvedwd ittuWplkd; by 4he 
perpetual hoiHlkies of ttw independenit Barb^rfi^as, 
The Gt5thy. the Burgundiian) or. ^the^Franlv, who 
ffetumed frofn a foccefsful expe<Jitioiij dragged 
alter Mm a. loilg train ofrfheep^ of oxeiij.and <3f 
human captives, whom he treated with the fa^pje 
brutal eontempt. The youths, of an elegant form 
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■,^,Jo^^s, Jbiijiop 9f Ofleaps, (A.D, 83i-78*6, Caye, Jlift. Vt' 
teraria, p. 443. ) cenfures the kgaltyrauny ot the nobles. Pro fcn^, 
quas ciira homimim noh aluk; CedDeus in commuhc mottAlilmSMll 
Utqri^ih^^i^oeirits^uperesa potfntioribui rpoliantu;;, llag^laiitvf , 
cr^jjiltulis detr'uduntur, ct naulta alia patiuntur. HoceniniquI fa- 
it'iunt, lege mundi fefacercjufte pofft contendant. Dc Iii(ilt\rt?(iflie , 
liaSeorian,M,Ji;- c-'aji! aputf ThomsUTm, DifcipHwc dQil'Egtfit, 

tomaiivP*-»34?f r • • ■ * - .:!•,• ■•. ., 

95 On a mere fufpicioa, Chundo, a chamberlain of Gontran, kuig 
pf But-gundy, was ftcned to death (Greg. Tuton.l.x. c. 'i<j.-in 
torn* ii. g. 369-). John cfSalilbory (PoMcrat, I i. c. 4>) i^iTcrtiiitj^e 
rjijhts of nature,, and expofes the cruel pra(fti€C of the twlfth cen- 
tury. See Heineccius, Elem.Jur. Germ.l.ii. p. i.N«> 5^—^57. 
. 9^ The cuftora qf enflaving prifoners of war was totally ^xtin« 
guiflied in the thirteenth century, by the^ prevailing inHuence ,pf 
Cbriftianity; but. it might fee prqvedji from Frequent paflages of 
Pregory of Tours, &q. that it was pra<ftifcd, without cenfure, uq- 
der the Merovingian race. ; and even Grotius himfcif (de Jure ^elH 
ct Pacis, 1. iii. c. 7.), as well as his commentator Barbeyrac, 
^ave laboured tp r^oncile it with the law:8 of na}^ur« a^id reafop. 
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xxxvtn ^^ ingeauotts. a§)ea, wiere, fet apart for the da- 
i_, -^- , J mcftic fervicc ; a doubtful fitualion^ which altar:- 
nately expofisd them to the favaurabJe, or cruel, 
impulfe of paifion. The ufeful mechamcs and 
fervants (fnuths, carpenters, taylors, fhoemafcers, 
Gooks, gardeners, dyers, and workmen in .goid and 
filver, &c.) employed their £kiU for the ufe, or 
profit, of their mailer. But the Roman captives 
who were deftitute of art, but capable of labour, 
were condemned, itfitbout regard to their fbrmet 
rank, to tend the cattle, .and cultivate the lands 
of the Barbarians. The niimber of the hereditary 
bondfmen, who were attached, to the Gallic eftate&, 
was continually iiiQreafed by new fupplios ; and 
the fervile people, according to, the fituatioja. said 
temper of their lords^ ^^as. fprnetime* raifed by 
precariQVifS . indulg^ce, and more frequaitly de^ 
preffed by capricious. defp0tifm*'% j An/ abfolute 
.power of life and , death, wasj exercifed by thefe 
lord3 ; and wh«». they married their d^^ughters, a 
train of ufeful. fervants, chained on the waggons 
to prevent their .^fcape, was fent as a nuptial pre- 
fisnt into, a diftant country ^^ The ma}efty of the 
Roman laws .protefted the liberty pf eaf h citizen, 
agaiiiA tfe§ jrafh jfcfibfts of his own diftrefs, oj; de- 

97 Theftate, profeflions, &c. of the German^ Italian, and Gatlic 
flavesr durmg the middle afcs, ape explained by Heinecc^uSi (JEll- 
ment. Jur. Germ. 1. i. N^ 28-- 47.), Muratori {Difl>?rtat. xiv. xv.). 

' DucaYig^ (Gloff. ftibvocc Serw), «nd the AJbbe dc Mabiy (utifcEva- 
tionsjtott). ii. |i. j»5cc. p.237» &c.). ;! i 

98 .Gregory of Tours (1. vi. c. 45^ in tpm. ii. p, %$^^) Tqjat^s a 
memofabk examph-^ in which Chiiperic only abufrd .the,pri.ya|p 
rights of alnafter. Many fanu.ies, whieh btlofiged to \H^do99uiJfci^ 
in thf? aeighbomhood of i:^arifl9 wcrc.f|i3rcib}y.i«Bt m^ ij^tojpfqok. 

fpain 
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fpak. But the: fobjeft^ <rf the Ma^tkigifli! fciq'gS c H A P. 
Height alieBat^ tbeir p^fottol freedom ^ and this. -_.,-,^t.-J 
a£t of kgy filicide, which was:fiimilki4^ pm^ed, 
is exprelfed in tertns moft difgmodFul and 4iffli^«^^ 
ing to the dignity of human; natiwne '?. The €x*: , 
ample of the poor, who l^ufchafed life J[>y the £u- 
crifice of all chat <:an render hfie dd^rable^* t)ri« 
gmdiially imitated by the feeble and ihe devbtfftj 
Vibo^ in times <^ publiQ difordec, fHi£ll9(nimoiiiIjr 
crowded to (belter theiiifdv«« undet the baitkw* 
menu of a powerful chief, and ai^uftd the Stittte 
ef « pedlar faint. Their fnbmiffioft w^s^ accepted 
by thefe tempbral^ or fpii^tMli patttoflosj afikd th<^ 
i^fty trjinfa^ion irrecoverably fixfcd tfe^ o4rn cq«£ 
didon, and that of then: latefc poft^ty. -JVoia 
the teagn of Clbvis, durmg iive ftacceffive if€tt» 
teries^ tbe laws and m&naers of <S^^l ^"m&miiS^ 
fended to farcsnote the increaib^ smd Usi^ di^nfittfi|L 
lire duration, of perfonal fervibide* l^mt^ dii4 
violence almc^ oblkerated the iirtei:m6fiiia^e< ranks 
itf Sbidety ; and Irft an obfcnre and nawo^ ii^tas- 
*vy bettr^e^n l!te noble and the 9ave. H^hi's^ sjgrls^ 
llliry and *ec?ent divifion has been tajaiisfoistned -J% 
^de ^Hd pt^judice into a national difMn£libA, 
univerfally eftablilhed by the arms and the law§ of 
the Merovingians, The nobks, v/ho claimed 
tbqb: gemnne, or fabulous, defcent, from the ii^^ 

• 97 Licentiam babeatis inibi quaileracunque vol^ontie , 4ifei^linam 
ponere ; vel venumdare, aut qu'Odifobis placuerk etc 0ie facere. 
'iftafculf. Forimri. ). ii. I'S. in-torn. tv. p. 497. The Fannuia of Lin- 
•flettbrtogiifs (p. 5S90» and -t^at of Anjou (p. |6s.) are te> the fome 
*dfeft. Gfegbry <si Totrw <k ▼!/. e. 4<, in t om. di. ?p* 3 » s) fpeaka 
of maoy perfons^ wik) fold tfaemMves jfor liread^ in a gr^at famine. 

dependent 
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dependent and viftorioas ' Fcank^ .have iaiferted,- 
and abufed, the inde&afible .nghtl of^ ctot)ueft, 
over a pnoftrate crowd of flavt^and jdebeiaAB, :to 
whom they imputed the imagiwury^difgraoe of a 
Gallic, or Roman, ^extraftion* ) 

^ Tb^ general ftate and revoltitioDs <3S JFran^e^ a 
najjiQ- which \ya$ impofed-by the conquerors, may 
be illuftrated by the particular example of .a pro-: 
vince^ a diocefe, or a fenatorial family* iAut*Qr|^o 
}|a4 fprmerly mamtained a juft . pre-eminence 
among the independent ilates and ati^ of Gaid« 
The bmve and numerous inlialjitant$ diiplayed a 
fmguUr trophy;, the fwprd of Ca^far « hW^f^ 
which he had lofl: ♦when h^ was ^repulfed b^re.feUe 
walls- of Gcrgo^ia'''^' A$ the/^conwoA'pflf^piwg 
of Troyi they claimed a.fi».ternal alHanoe with the 
Romans'*'*'; and. if each . province^ had, imitated 
the courage-apd. loyalty, of Auvergne, the;£»Jj!*pjf 
the Weftem, empire might have been preventci^ 
or delaiy^ : They firmly npainta^ed the fidelity 
whiiii they had relu^aptly fworn to the Vifigpth^i 
but when theiji? bcaveft nobks had faU^n in t^ 
battle of . Poitiers^ they accepted, without . ref^- 
ance, a viftorious and catholic fovereign. This 



loo Whten Caefar faw it, he laughed (Plutarch, in Ceefar. in torn. i. 
p. 409 ) : yet he relates his unfuccefisful fiege of Gergovtai with lefs 
fraAkneft than we might exj)e<ft^ from a great man to whom iridory 
was familiar. He acknowledges, however, that in ont attack he 
Joft forty. fix centurions and fcven hundred men (dc Bell. Galileo » 
J. vi.C. 44—53: *" *^"^* *' P* »70— »7»)« 

JO* Audebant fe quondam fratres Latio dicerc, et languine ab 
Iliaco populos computare (Sidon. Apollinar, l.vii. epill.7. in totn.i. 
p. 799. ■: ' 1 am not informed pf the degrees apd cifcumftancjps pf 
.this tabulou^ pcdigrc^. 
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cafy and valuable conquefl; was atchieved, and 5^^-^,^; 
poffeffed, by Theodoric, ^the eldeft fon of Clovis; 
but the remote province was feparated from hl^ 
Auftrafian dominions, by the intermediate king^ 
doms of SoiiTons, Paris, and Orleans, which 
formed, after their father's death, the inheritance 
of his three brothers. The king of Paris, Childe^ 
bert, was tempted by the neighbourhood and 
beauty of Auvergne "***• Thi^ Upper country, 
which rifes towards the Ibuth into the mountsdns 
of the Cevennes, prefented a rich and various pro- 
fpeft of woods and paftures 5 the fides of the hills 
were clothed with vines j and each eminence was 
crowned with a villa or caftle. In the Lower Au- 
vergne^ the river Allier flows through the fair and 
fpacious plain of Limagne ; and the inexhauftible 
fertility of the foil fupplied, and ftill fupplies, 
without any interval of reppfe, the conftaiit repe- 
tition of the fame harvefts'''\ On the falfe re- 
port, that their lawful fovereign had been flain in 
Crermany, the city and diocefe of Auvergne were 
betrayed by the grandfon of Sidonius Apblliiiaris. 
Childebert enjoyed this clandeftine victory; and 

^02- Either the firft, or fccond, partition among the fons of Clovis, 
bad given Berry to < hildebert (Greg. Turon. 1. iii.c. it. in totn.ii. 
p. ti)t,), Velim (feid he), Arvemam Lemanem, qua tanta jocundi- 
tatis gratia fefulgere dicitur ocuHs cernere 0. iii. c. 9. p. 191.)- 
The face of the country was concealed by a thick fog, when the 
king'ofTaris madehic> entry into Clermont. 

>*^3 For the d^fcription of Auvergne, fee Sidonius (1 iv. epift. 21- 
in torn, i. p. 793. )» with the iwtes of Savarou and Sirmond (p, 279, 
and 5 c. of their refpeflive editions). Boulainvilliers (Etat dc la 
France, torn. ii. p. 241 — 268.), and the Abbe dc la Longuerue 
(DefcripUon de ia France, pait u p. 13^-^13 9-) • 

the 
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CHAP, the free fubieds of Theodcwic threatened to defwt 

XXXVIII " • * 

his . flandard, if he indulged his private refeat- 
ment, while the nation was engaged in the Buf- 
gundian war. But the Franks of Auilrafla ioon 
yielded to the perfuafive eloquence of their ki{^. 
'' Follow me/' faid Theodoric, into Auyergne;: 
** I wi}l lead you into a province, where you may 
V acquire gold, filver, flavca, cattle^ and precious 
** apparel, to the full ext^it of your wifbes* I j?b- 
** peat my promil^ } I give you the people, aad 
** their wealth, as your prey ; and you may tran- 
" fport them at pleafure into your own country^'* 
Py the execution of this promife, Theodoric juftly 
forfeited the allegiance of a peojde, whom he. dp- 
voted to deflrudicMi. His troops, reinforopd by 
the fierceft Barbarians, of Germany '''^ fpr^^de- 
folation over the fruitful face of Auyergne;:^d 
two places only, a ftrong caftlc, and a holy ftria?, 
were faved, or redeemed, from their licentiq^ 
fury. The caftle of Meroliac '°% was (eated^ qa/|i 
lofty rock, which rofe an hundred £ecj above ^'^ 
furfece of the plain; and a large rcfervoii: pf fr^ 
water was inclofed, with fo^nc arable lanids, witb- 

««>♦ Furorcm gentium, quae dc ultcriorc Rbcni amnis parte venc- 
rant, fupcrare non potcrat (Greg. Turon. l.iv. c. 50, iatotn.ii. 
»29.)» was the excufe of another king of Aultrafia (A. D. 5^74.) • 
for the ravages which his troops committed in the neighboufliood 
bf Paris. 

'°5 From the name and fituation, the Benedidine editors of Gre- 
gory of Tours (in torn, ii. p. 19a.) have fixed this fortrefs at a |Jacc 
named Caflel Merl'tMc^ tviro miles from Mauriac, in the UppcnAo- 
vcrgne. In this delcription, I tranflate wfra as if I read rtf/r^i the 
two prepofitions arc perpetually confounded by Gregpry, car iu^ 
tranfcribcrs ; and the fenfc m«ft always decide. . w , 
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ifi the circle of-' its fortifications. The Franks be- ^^y^jf 
Iield \vfth' eiiVy aAd de^air this impregnable fort- %m'm>^m,Jk 
^ATs : bttt they furprifed' a j^arty of fifty ftragglers : 
and, as they were oppreffed by the number of 
tJieir captives, they fixed, at a trifling ranfom, 
the alternative of life or death for thefe wretched 
viOirns,' whom the cmel Barbarians were prepared 
to maflacre on the rdufal of the gUrrifbn. T An<> 
ther detachment penetrated as far as Brivas, or 
Brioude, where the inhabitants, with their valu- 
able efFeds, had taken refuge in the fahftuary of 
St. Julian. The doors of the church refifted the 
affault ; but a daring foldier entered through a 
Swiiidow of the choir, and opened a paffage to his 
companions. The clergy and people, the facred 
and the profane fpoils, were rudely torn from \?he 
akar ; arid the facrilegious divifion was made at a 
fittaH diftance from the town of'Brioude. • Biit 
this aft of impiety was feverely chaftifed^by' • the 
devout fon of Glovis. He punifhed with death 
the nioft atrocious offenders; left their fedref 'ac- 
complices to the vengeance of St. Julian ; releafed 
the' captives ; reftored the plunder ; and fextended 
the rights of fanftuary, five miles round the fepul- 
chre of the holy martyr '°^. 

Before the Auftrafian army retreated from Au- story of 
vergne, Theodoric exafted fome pledges of the ^^"'^ 

"06 See thefe revolutions, and wars, of Auvergne in Gregory of 
Tours (1. ii. c. 37. in torn. ii. p. 183. and 1. iii. c. 9. 1%, 13, 
p. 191, 191. de Miractilis St. Julian, c. 13. m torn. it. p. 466). 
He firequently betrays bi3 extraordinary attention to his natWe 
country. 

future 
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xxxYui^ ^^^^ loyalty of a people, whofe juft hatred 
could be reftraincd only by their fear. A feleft 
band of noble youths, the fons of the principal 
fenators, was delhrered to the conqueror, as the 
boftages of the faith of Childcbert,. and of their 
countrymen. On the firft rumoiir of war, or 
confpiracy, thefe guiltlefs youths were reduced 
to a ftate of fervitude ; and one of them, Atta- 
ins"'', whofe adventures are more particularly 
related, kept his mafter*s horfes in the diocefe >of 
Treves. After a paixiful fearch, he was difeo- 
^rered, in this unworthy occupation, . by the 
cmiffaries of his grandfather, Gregory bifhop of 
Langres; but his offers of ranfom were fternly 
rejefted by the a\arice of the Barbarian, who re- 
quired an exorbitant fum of ten pounds of gold 
for the freedom of his noble captive. His delv- 
verance was effedted by the hardy ftratagem of 
Leo, a flave belonging to the kitchens of the 
bilhop of I^angres *°\ An unknown agent ^afily 

'•TThe ftory of Attalus is related by Gregory of Tours (1. iii. 
c; j6. in tx5m. ii. p. i93-*-i95.)" His editor, the P. Ruinart, 
coofounds this AttaUis, who was a youth ( i uer ) ua the year*'5j4, 
with a friend of Sidonius of the fame name, wlio was count of 
Autun, fifty or fixty years before. Such an error, which cannot 
be imputed to ignorance, is ekcufed, in fome degree, by its own 
magnitude. 

io8 This Gregory, the great gramlfather of Gregory of Tourg 
(in torn. ii. p. 197. 490)1 lived ninety-t«o years; of which he 
pafled forty, a^ count of Autun, and thirty- t^o, *as bilbop of 
Langrcs. According to the poet Fortunatus, he difplayed equal 
merit in thefe different ftations. 

Nobilis antiqua decurrcns prole parentum, 
Nobilior gettis, nunc fuper aftra manet. 
Arbiter ante ferox, dein pius ipfe faccrdos, 
Quos domuit judex, fovct amorc patiis 

introduced 
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introduced him into the fame family. The Bar- £^xvm 
barian purchafed Leo for the: price of twclire 
pieces of gold; andwas pleafed to learn, that he 
vras deeply ikilled^ in the luxury of an epifcopal 
table : ^^ Next Sunday,''' iaid.the FraF.k^ "I 
*' fhall invite my ^ neighbfouris, and kinftnecf. 
** Exert thy art, and force than to confdi, ttoit 
*^ thfey havte tierer feen, or tafted, fuch an en* 
*^ tertaiimient, even in the king's houfe/' Leo 
aiTured him, -that if be would provide a fufficient 
quantity of poultry^ his wiflies fliould be fatis- 
fidd. The mafter, who already afpired to the 
merit of elegant hofpitality, affumed, as his owrt^^ 
the praife which the voracious' guefts Unanimoufly 
beftowed on his cook ; and the deit^*ous Leo 
mfenfibly acquired the truft and management of 
his hoiifehold. After the patient expeflation of a 
vi^hdie year, he caiitioufly whifpered his dcffign to 
Attains, and exhorted him to prepare for iHght 
in the enfuirig night* At the hour of midnight, 
the intemperate guefts retired from table; and 
tfie Frank's fon- in-law, whom Leo attended to 
his apartment with a nodurnal potation, conde- 
fcended to jeft on the facility with which he might 
betray his truft. The intrepid flave, after fuf- 
taining this dangerous raillery, entered his maf- 
ter's bed-chamber; removed his fpcar and 
fliield; filently drew the fleeteft horfes from the 
ftable ; unbarred the ponderous gates ; and ex- 
cited Attalus to fave his life and liberty by 
inceffant diligence. Their apprehenfions urged 
them to leave their horfes on the banks of ihe. 
8 ^ Meufe; 
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c^APj Mcufc'^«; they fwam the rivoTt vandewi three 
days in the adjacent £oreft^ aad fuUifted only 
by the accidental difcoyery of a wild plum-treej 
As they lay concealed in a dark thicket," tbey 
heard the noife of horfcs ; they tverc terrified by 
th.e ancrry countenance of their mafter, and tliey 
anxioufly liftened to his declaration, that, if he 
could feize the guilty fugitixes, cme of them he 
would cut in pieces with his fword, and wquld 
cxpofe the other on a gibbet. At length, Atta- 
lus, and his faithful Leo, reached the fri^dly 
habitation of a prefbyter of RheimS, who. re- 
cruited their fainting ftrength with bre^ and 
wine, concealed them from the fe^rch of their 
enemy, and fafely conflufted them, beyond the 
limits of the Auftrafian kingdom, (o the epifqo- 
pal palace of Langres. Gregory embraced hi$ 
grandfon with ' tears of joy, gratefully delivered 
Leo, with his whole family, from the yoke of 
fervitude, and beftowed on him the property of 
a ferm, where he might end his days in happineft 
jand freedom. Perhaps this Angular adventure,' 
which is marked with fd many circumflances of 
truth and nature, ^ was related by Attalus himfcif, 
to hi$ coufin, or nephew, the firft hiftorian of 
the Franks- Gregory of Tours""* was bora 

about 

«^ As M. dc Valois, and the P. Ruinart, arc determined to 
change the Mofella of th€ text into Mo/a, it becomes me to acquiefce 
in the alteration. Y^t, after fome examination of Ihe topography, 
J could detend the common reading. 

*»<» The parents of Gregory (Grcgorius Florentiua Georgiua) 
were of noble extraiftion {natalikv • .• . ill^rej)^ an^ they ppCeiled 
Urge eftatcs ( latifiin^is) both m Auvergne and Burgundy^ He was 

born 
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liJ>put fixty years after the death of Sidonlus Apol- C H A P. 
linaris j and their fltuation was almoft fiinilar, fince v.^^-y^ 
^a,ch of them was a native of, Auvergne, ^ fenator, 
mnd a bifliop. The ditference of thcif rtyle and 
feiitimeaU may, dierefore, exprefs the decay of 
Gaul; and clearly afcertaln how much, in fo fliort 
a Xpacc, the human mind had loft of its energj^ 
4Uid refinement "\ 

We are now qualified to defplfe the oppofite. Privilege! 
and, perhaps, artful, mifreprefintations, which ^ns^of^* 
have foftened, or exaggerated, the oppreffion pf ^^^' 
the Romans of (jlaul under the reign of the Me- r 

jovingi^s. The conquerors never promulgated 
;^ny univer/al tdiSt of fervitude,..or confifcation : 
but a degenerate people, who excufed their weak- 
xiefs by the fpedous names of pplitenefs aijd 
>peag5, was e^pofed to the arms and laws of the 
ifrocious Barbarians, who contemptuoufly in-, 
.fuited their pofleffions, their freedom, and their 
fi^ty. Their pis^rfonal injuries were partia,! and 
irr^giilar J but the great body of the Romany 

•bornjn the fear^3f , was confecrated blftiop of Tours in 5^3, and 
i^ed in .J 93, or 59 5> foon after he had terminated his hiftory. See 
h\s Uf<ft by Odo». abbot of. Clugfty (in tom.'ii. p. laft^-^^^iO* *"^ 
^ n^ Life in. the MemoirCa de rAcademiCj kd torn, aotri. p. 59S 

I" Deccdente atque inamo potius perennte ab urbibus Gallicani* 
libcralium cultlira literarum, &c. (in prasfat- in torn, ij* p. i370> ^* 
.thejcomp>aint of Gregory himftlfj which iie fully verifies by his own 
, lwo^[k. His ftyle is equally devoid of elegance and Simplicity. In a 
.£onrplcuau<s ftation he ftili remained a flraaget to his own age an4 
Country ; and in a prolix work (the Ave laft bookscontain ten years) 
he has.omitted almoft every thmg that poilerity defircs to learn. I 
havetedioudy acquired, by a painfulperUfal^ the right of pronouncing 
this unTavourablf fcntencc. ... 

Vol. VI. B b furvivcd 
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(JHAP, ilii'i4t'^d'th« revolutibii, aad/ ftii^ prrfbrwi tfac 

^^"^-^^ p^pnyy^'mA firivHeges^ 4if ^dttzens.- Aaatgc 

Ijidrlidft '<£'ih(di^ landl tms exiiQfed fiar the: tde 

irf t*te''Fj:^ahfcstr .but Ithc;.^: enjoyod - the liemaipdi^) 

/^siieinpt from'tributia?"^; aitd the-fenSe iiteftftible 

fvfefentje whiel £w?epfc away the aits au^ rnj»nti- 

&£tare^**afr ©aiul^Hieftroyed' the idabtntate ^d 

exj^&Te 'fyftem; of iiiriporhLl 4rf|>otifiiL Tfee 

i^vinciab 'nftft :freqiicn% deplQ!:;e thje favage 

^ jari^ndeQcc of tbe Salic lor Ripuarian la^w ; 

ibut ^theif i^fci^te> Kfef/iai the impfojffeint concOTis 

iof tottxhgpj fceftaOncsats, or inheritance^ wasv ftiU 

^/r4gulrted.by;tll€'Th^$fian Codej and a, 4if<?^^ 

.teaWd: Romaic, might; freely^ aijpire, or dfkePiA, 

, t0:r:tih^.*ohfi^4&er ' and : tkle, of a ^rbarian. The 

:Ji(jnj}u^ ;^f itiw ftirt^ were acceffible to his- apjbi- 

ti^;:»;^h^:^diic4tifm 2^[id teinper pf the Ropi^ 

..j5Ptorei>^cttU8%.'q<i*life^ them f^r the^ .Qflfce^:iof 

..ifi^YBi;gw4rnqMnt J aad, as fopnas cmuJ^tionJ^d 

::i^^n4tfdfth^if .military, ardour, they wera.jpj^r- 

ffliftf 4 . tp . P^2f ch \iii th^ r>nks^ pri even at t^c 

. ,Ij^d,!.of\the..,Ti£tprioujt Germans, I jPl^all not 

, attprtlpjs to ; eiiumerate the gencirak and niwi- 

^ citcateg, :wkok , Bame? * " . atteft tjic liberal , {fplicy 

'"?:Thc Abbe dc:Mably (torn. i. p^i47-*2^f.) 'Has dili^sntlf con- 
: frsmipd this opin«)ni>f the prefi^eftt dc MonteUiiiku (E%ttitf des 

<' : J*^5ec Dubos, H»ft. Giitlqne defe Mo«i^rdi?e,Frwi^ifiPy to^rw ii. 

l.vi. c. 9, icK ' TheFucnch aiJti^tmrk«i$ci^bli(hiaa a>#if»:ip/ir,that 

the RoTftitts and Barfaamn^ may \» diftlngtifAied b^f ^mc jaatnes. 

'^ ^hdr flamtrun^ubttfdfy fo«lin-a.:rcafoiable frt^tth^otty yet m 

' fc^dlftg Of^Cfry <rfrtrourt, I ha»ye<)bftnad Gondaflpljti^vof g^na- 

• t^^i-iaW ^ R&tfvaa: tsctraii^oil (). yit ex 1 3^^ in torn. ^Ih pi »73 H :*Dd 

ClaudiutyaBalifbariaiL(UTi£kc "s^. p. |Qr^)w -r t :'} . :. 

-i^^..^i . d 5 . . / of 



•ofcBuKgundf^-TOlh lie jaiter^fof. JE^atcpfem, j^s^rfijj^- wi^^y-^ 
'(xi&widy ritittflted-'to the tbreS HcwtoilH «B4vtbe ""^ ^ 

t^rhdtdy &v^d ■ ^rtd . cfiflhirbed tho' :mdnar€bf, 
hsdiTfu^ai^d Ms. father in the iHatiba oficotk&t 
•df AUt«n, and left -a trerffuref oD thirty olerils 
* of gold, atid two htmdrdkl and fifty talents of fri- 
ven ^ The fieke and : ' illherate Barbarians - were 
excluded^ 'diirtng feveral generations, from the 
dignities, and even from' t?he xwd^rj^ of the 
church "^ The clei-gy of iukxA (smfifted >al- 
moft entirely of native P^otimals'; the haughty 
Franlts fell proftrate at the feet df theJi* fhbjfefts^ 
who were dignified with* the epifcopal charafber ; 
and the power and riches wMch feid'beeA loft in 
war, Were ihrenfibly recovered by 'ftperftitidn'*^*. 
Irf aff temporal' affaitj, the Thtodofian Code was 
the univerial law of the clergy ; bat the Barbaric 
jfcfprudehce had Hbefalfy provided' for thfeir 
' perfonal Tafety : a fub-deacbri ' wa§ ' equivalent to 
two JVanks; the '^iw/r/f/Z/W,' and' prieft, were 
Held in TimiW eftimation; ahd^the Ef^' 6F a . 
"biftiop'^was appreciated far abbvfe the comxnorit 

^U-Eunfus Mdflnmelns ts r^entedly ^a^tiitoed if Onegory of 
TdbUi from tie foUrti^ (e. j»i. p; «i4.) to the fc«nth.(c. 4* p. 
310.) book. The computation by talents is fingular cnmigh ; but if 
Oi¥g<yiry kttaclied sny meaning tdC'iliAt obfolete wordjllic trcafurc« 
©f MotATltolus muft M»e e5«cf cde* t oo*«»«dLi.'*fterlihg. 
' »5:Set^ ffteuryi^ Dtfconfs »J. fnnrHiitoirirficdcftaftiqtt?. -^ 
- 116, Thebilhop of Tottw hknfetf > li^^i.ve<}onfod. tbe^i^ompkint of 
Chflf ei$c^ !tbtt -graniiibn alCiosvasi ,&a:cjflp»iper,'jr60ta9iit Fifcus 
vya^fff «s^cedTntianqkr0:xidzct\cfiBit£}$»^ «uUip€nItuft 

xufi.roU I^pifcopt rcgn<|Qt: (1^ vi.rc.^6i-io*|amiii* P- ^9<K 

Bb ^ fta^dard, 
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xxxYin*. ft^uwJard, stt the prkse of nine huftdrad pieces of 



ip>ld "?• The B.6mai» cdmrnimicated to tbmr 

conquerors -the lafe of the Chnfttwi ndigkm ^su)d 

i^atm language "^ : but xhm hsijgo^igp aod thdr 

; fcfligKm had ftjike d^eneral:^ from, the iisnple 

purity '.of .the Augoftaiv, and ApoftoIiCf age. The 

progfel^ of fi:Q)eriii0ott and fisu-barifm wa&Mra|^d 

and ^niv,erfal : the worihip of the faints ccmcea^d 

j^opi v<^lgar pY^xhe God of the Chrifli^Bs j .^uid 

<therruil|ic dialect of p^afaixts a^d foldierst. was 

. corrupted by; a. Teutonic idiom and proaqnciation* 

Yet fuch ^ntercourfc of facred and focial com- 

, munipn . eradicated the difHndions of. hirth' and 

viStptj ; /:aiJ^d the.nationp of G?ml were .gradually 

confounded under the naine and government of 

the Franks* 

Anarchy The Franks after they mingled with their 

Fr^L. Gallic fuljjeas^ .rpight havg hnparted the. tnoft 

valuahle, of human gifts, a fpiri(t,i and fyftdm, 

, pf conftitutional liberty. Urjder ; a king here- 

dits^ but limited, the ^hi^f* and counfeUors 



"7 Sec- the lUpiiamivCode (tit. xsit^. in torn. ir/p. ifcii.). The 
Salic Uw does Bot provide for the fafety of the cletgy^ jrnd we 
might fuppofe, on the behalf of the more civih'zed tribe, that they 
had not forcfecn fuch ah impiQus aft as the murder of a prieft. Yet 

. Pnrtf^dtu^rchbUhop of Rooeii, was nfiadinaitfd by Ihednlet- of 
iiuecn FredcgUndis, before the altar (Gref. Turon. i- viU. c. 31. in 
torn. i'. p. 326.). 

»>« M. Bonamy (Mem. de rAcadcmie des Infcrip^*ons, tom. xk:w. 
p.5&z — 670.) has ai^ei^ained the Lingua Romana Batftka, which, 
through the medium of the jRo»7/}»r^,iia8gradu%Hyibeen poHihed 
into theft^al.form t>f the French }ft%tiag«. Under the Caiiovin- 
fian race, tkc kinga and nobles of Frantr ftill mnderfteod the dkUeA 

i*of tbcir OcrmaA.ancefttti;!. . 



might 
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roiglit haw debat«l, at l^iag, id the. palace of ^j^^^^^^; 
thfi Carfars: the a^acem fieldi \ehere the em- 
psroors rmnemed their iheltsenary fegiotts, waulcL 
hajrei;aiabiiitt)ed:. fiae legifiattTe affemMy of fiMmen. 
anKi^uafridrs; and the rude modtti, wlsdh had:> 
been iketched' io the woods o£ Oennaiiy-?% 
ndgbt have been poliflied' alid iiliprOTed by the 
cferil^tnfdom of the Romany. But the - careldfs. 
Bk]1>afians^ fecure of their perfonal mde^endende, 
difdxifted the bbour of government : the annual 
^&mbK68 of the month of March i¥erb ;iUently 
aboliihed^ and the iKition was' feparated, and -al* 
moft diffoliied, by the conqueft of GluI^*^' The. 
monarchy wAs left without any regular cftabfifli* 
xo/enL of juftice, oftarms, or of revenue. 'Ihe-. 
flicceflbrs of Glovis wanted refolutiba to slfiame^ 
or ftrengtb to exercife, the legiflatlve attd exe- 
cutive' powers, which the people had abdiciited: 
Ae Topl preipogative was diflinguilhed only by ar 
m^re ample privilege of rapine and xfaurder ; ancf 
the' love of freedota, fo often mvi^orateSt^ and 
difgraced by private ambition^ was reduced^ 
among the Ucmdbus Franka^ to d^e .c^aismpt 
of order, and the defire of impunity/ Seventy- 
fix^ year5 after the death of .Clovis^ his gra^dfDn, 
Cbasitran^ .king, of Bui^uUdy, fent an aratp to 
invade the Gothic poffeffibns of Septimania, or 

^ Cff.be&u fyftemea 6t6tromi dans le«b%i8. Montefquieu^ 
Efprit de».Ldix» L xi.4C. 6. 

,v<^ Seethe Abb6 de MaUf*^ Obfervatkaia, flic. torn, i p» 34-^ 
S6.. It fiiauld.icwn. ths^ tke kiftitutioa of naticmal aflemblM* 
which are coeval with the French xtatioQ, haire never been con- 
genial to its temper. 

Bb3 Lan* 
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^^^^j^^ Languedoc. The troops of Burgundy^ Befi^,^ 
' - * Auvergrie, and the ^'acent tetritoriesi weitr'*ei- 
dted by the hopes of fpoil. 'They marched,- 
without difcipUhe, under the i)aniiers of Oerntert',' 
lOt Gallic, counts i their attack was *fe6ble ahd 
mifuccefefiil; bat the iriendly and hdHW pro- 
vinces were defolated with indifcrhtiinate fagfe. 
The com fields, >he villages, the dhwehes thetttM* 
felves,' were cbnfumed by fire ;/ the' Miabteli4f» 
werd ; maffajcred or dragged inter capthlty^j " ted^,- 
in'tke diforderly retreat, 'five thonafand e# thcfe 
inhuman favages were' deftroyed by liuhger-'fe^^ 
inteftine difcord. When the pSotis 'GontrlHi''re* 
proadhed the guflt; or negleft,! of thfeir l^dders^j 
and threatened to inflick, not a ie^t^ fekenec^ 
bat inftant and arbitr^ execution ; they^ actnfed* 
the univerfal and incurable • coiTU|^ti6n ''^' tfie 
ptople.' '** No ohe,**^ Aey laid,- " '&tey ^iMgd^ 
'* fears or i^eijiedb his king, his rfafe,«^p^'^hiS' 
^^ count. / Each man loves'^ to dp 'evily''^^i*d * 
" freely indulges hfs criminal incHnatioite.-^'-T&fe 
**' moft -gentle correfiibn provoktt '^ iiAme^te 
f* ttmnilt, - and the litffi mag$ftfate, ' wfto ^^e* 
♦' ftim'esr tO' cenftire or teft'raih * hh fedki»as 
f* ftibjefts, 'fddom'eicapes' afivc' fi'bra thftr ^* 
f5 venge **'.?' It has been referved for thi* fiSfifc- 
: ' *'^^;^ ' ' :"'^ ■-' ^ '• ••*' . ' ' ' - r (..iA . 

' 3?' QlkgssF^ x>£:Tpats.iUy^nu,)t,30^ {n torn ii. p.^^jJi >*6:) 
relates, with mucj|^ indifference,' the crimen?, the reproof, and the 
jipolbgy. Nullus Regem metuit, nuHus Ducem, nuUus Comltex^ 
reveretur J et fl' foffaflii ilfciu Ifta tfiijJliceW, tt ea,-^rcn69jja5vil 
tate vitge V?fl:rae,*%trien3are'conatur,''ftatiih ftdifio inpopuK)/ fta-i 
ttm tij'muttus exoritTgr,^^n-tanttim ftrtu!t]^i?f<jae eontra'fenJorefn; 
feva ihtentiorie graifMfy to tiX'Te'crcdat'etaaei^, fi tandem filcre 
pcquivcrit. " ' ... - v, f .-, .; , « , 

• . i V' *' .. . ^ . 

natioQ 
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natifti^ tp qqpofe, by their int^gcjr^te vices, the c ha p. 
mqflt Q^^s abu^, of fi^eci^^xu } ai^d to fu^gly its >,.#-v7^ 
Iofs[ )>y.thfi fpirk; of honour^ and nupanj^^,j^hicH ' " 
nov^P^te^?? aja4 iji^fifs. t^eir Ob^^^^ ^'^ 

abfej«iteifojr^rqg;^.; ^,. \: , . '^.i. V vi V)'^.. 

pa;rt qf th^. (3r^Uc|joff^ffiqnsj^. J^Vt.^.^^^^^ 
aiD^yicompepjEat^d ^y tl^C: leply.cpnciuqft, aijtd, % V 
ci»^ iPfljlpymeat, of the provinces of Sp^.. . ^^f^X^y 
thcj.^fnonar^hyc^ th^,Gath5»^,yftiich foo^ iavplxeci,/ 
tl«i§l*e\}«: ^ifg49J» i?f tGaliqi^, jih^ Jmi^m ^|^- , 
nif^ds Jfti}l;4erji;ve ij;9j3aQ.np.tiQip;^^ vanity :, b^t.:4ijif;. 
hiftoripfirirf t^e R,amaaEi^pir9;is ndthes invkfsij,,., 
nor ^pii^peUecIji to pwfue .the obf(;m:e 9fiA bw:eiv ^ 
feriies' ;crf» their an^iai^'". , The Goths .pf. 3pa«x^/ 
wfejce.fepa^ted .fcom tb^ reft. .ojf:^a|ikin4^ by th^.'j 
Ic^ty ri(%e,-4;>^ t^e Plyrexfaean mountains i.theyf fljaix- 
n^i» 4J[)Lfl ii^tulions, as fan as they vf(^r^.compi}{^., ' 
tQt J. the Gerpianic tribes, j have been alre^^dy e;^-., 
ptei5ied-| . J ,hftve.,anti^pated^ in. thq prec^4i^g., 
c|i?pter, th^jHioft infiportaut of their ecc^eljaft^L, 
e¥«ffl!b "fhp f*li of Ai:ianiffni^ and the pejrfeeutipa. 
o(:^ J^Wj^ir.afld it only remains, to obferve.. 
f^mfi ifit^reftipig circuiuftances, which rejate jtp. l^Q. 
civU 9^4^ e(:;clefiaf];ical conflitutigA of the Sp^nifli 



After their converfion from idolatry or hercfy, . I'Cgifla* 
the Franks afied the Wigoths wfrei difpofed to bU«of°*' 

' Spain. 

.'**r^Sp«fn, in ,th«fc 4^]R^ea, Imis. beep pecuUafly wpfortun^c. 
TbeFranka h#daQr<fepry' of Tours; the .Sa^cpnsj*. or Angles^ a 
Bede i;the Lombards, a Paul Warneirid, ^c. But tb<i hidory o^ the . 
Viii^Uiis»i3gp9taiVdip.tben)orl^.andijpp^r&^ cbroiucfet pf IQt> 
dore of Seville, and John of Biclar. ' 

:„.;> 3 b 4 embrace. 



xiSi^ifi ^^^'^'^^^ Trft^tsquJt^fiibimfen^ jto infccmit fevHk, 
v„^^Y^ .^^ ^ accifieWarl fbcnfifift^ <rf^ifttpct4fti!k»,' But- 
the pretetes <jf Frafitc^cr l<'ng before^iie'MKBMpe* 
tioa ef th4r Mcrewigianr rijse^ - ha4 'degMcrat- 
ed wf» %htiiag aitd h^uMi9g.:torb»ffan«, They 
cfiiUaiaeid t^P ufe -o/-^ ^^4f»d^; j^got tbe Iliw& cf 
tempefanc^ aod chfltftityj fw^ c preferred *th« in* 
dulgence 4>f' privat<>^ ^aipbijioH ftfTtf tel^ury^ ' to the 
general iatereft ojf (lie fiH^rdptJti. pfofeffioa •*% 
The Wh|^ of- :%mn rdpa^ct tlfeii^Ived^ ami 
vr^e refpie^^d- by th^ pi^biic 'r thdr indiffoluble 
union* difguHed thefr vic€Sj aad <K^ft|irmed thw 
fiuthqiity : smd the rfegdiar difeipliac ctf the ^arcH 
inlroducad pea^e, orde^, and ft^Uity, itAo die 
gavernroent of the ftate* From^the rdgn of Rfc- 
^arcd, :the firft Catbolio kiagj to- that* of Witfe^, 
the imgicdiate predeeeflw of t}|^ unlbrtVHiate Ra-' 
dfericy fixteea national couadh* weffe foeceffiviriy 
coiiveiied.^ The fix metropolifaii^i^ Tote^o^ Se* 
villey Meijda, Bfaga^ Tarragona^- an4 N«IFb€iam6^. 
prefidfed aqcordiag to their refp€^v©-feni0rity»jr 
the afTembly^ wae tpmpoifd- of their fiafirag^-^ 
bifhops, who appeared' m perfoii, or by th^^ 
proxies ; a^d a place ^^a^ af&gned-to th^ mo^ holy^ 
or< opukii$ of the Spsusiih* abbots,, .J^Uiifi^ tha 
firft. t^ree days of the conToc^ion, as lo^g'^ti^- 
agita^d tkg ccclefis^pal quipftioR^; .of • dp^^ms «S4 
difriplii^ tiie, profeae:.laityTwa8;j^lpjM^i^p0t. 

»-3'.S^!r,i5xc thccowipfeintK t>f St. PORifjft?*, Hlfc flpOltle bfifiMJ:*. : 
many, and the reformer of Gaul .(in. torn, iv. ^.94.).- ,Thc:fo!^^ . 
fcorc jrear<5, xyTiicft lie deplores, "of licence and cbfrupYfdn, wouW ^ 
fceik to MmviKtkff that tWe j^lj^/fafjs weirc admfttt*^ inW the fcttlrg)^' * 



witWidecaitiJibittindity) ate" it* th^^itt^mih^ ^ 2^^ 
the fourths dtty^-'tiltoL' doari i«rdt rikr<*#n e^'fof^^ 
the' entemce 6f the'g<«at'io^ef«idf tbe^p^ce, 
th« -diikes tffid^e6tiitis of tiife *pfovine«)^ the Jlit^tesf " 
of tht citi6^,'a!id the Gothki nbblei^t arid tlfe de- 
crcefs t>f rieav^h were ratified^ -by ikit'canMitof 
the- f)eople. Tlte feme? rules w&^ bbferVed Hi thfe- 
proviridal* aflfehibBcs, the miiual' lytiods ^^fgfch" 
wdre empowered' to hear tfomplsunt?, and to' fe^' 
drefs grievances y and a legal gbvemmtot was 
fuppohedby 'the* pi'6vailmg influence of thfeSjpa-' 
ni(h "clergy, ^he bifliops, who, in each revolu- 
tion, Wdtt prepared to flatter the tiQDridus, iriii^ 
to ih'fult the pr6ftrate,' laboured, with dl%encfe' 
an(l faccefs, to kindle the' flames' of perfecudoil,^ 
ani ix> ek^Wth^' mitre abdve the (if own. Yet thc^ 
nadmiil^ cbtiWlls' "of Toledo, ^ in Mich the free* 
fpirif of the iBarBarians was tempei^d and^Uided'^^ 
by ' epSfcopkl pdlicy, havfe" feftablHhed' fbme prQ- '* 
dentla#8 "fof th^- cemitlbh benefit of' fhe' king' ' 
atid' pt^h. "ihle vafcatncy of thif ffifrbfte* tvaS-^^ 
fuppli^ V^ the chc^Ve of die -Mffiops 'aAd pila- 
tinfei 5 *id;^ After tfce failure 6f the lfii6 of Alatfe; 
the^'teg^l -dignity tv^s ftiH Bnilted to the piir^'iild' 
noW bfood of theGoth^. -The dfer^y, Who' 
an(bfeiiled their- lawful priace, aheays recommend- 
ed^ and f^ime^es praS^d, the duty of dte^ 
glance : and tbe fpiritual cenfures were de- 
nounced oaat the headd.of t^e impious fizbjeds, 
^hb flibuld ' r<*fifl: his authority, confpire againft 
^a Iif)e, or. yiolate, .by an indecent union, tJhe ,^ 
even of lijfi widpw. But the monarch 

Wmfelf^ 
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c^A J^ ' hiinlelf, when hb dbenidickd the throno^.^*^ bdimji 
' by a recipvooal^ oaih to Gk»l and hf» f^pfe, ^l^ . 
he would £iithfiilly execute hb iitiportaiiiritfuift^ . 
The real Of itnagkarjr fiftiahB. o£ hkmlq^ittftfafiQf^ 
were fubje£t tp - thevitonttroul of*a ptiw^fiiljar^fto* 
cracy ;'^a&d die biikops aad::ptal^tme$uweve guainled ^ 
by ^ fundamoital :prm)e^ that thfi^ (hould lOiH; 
be degraded^ %impriibned^toi!toned^i^ 
with death, e^e^ orlxronfifeationv uskfa byLtbe. 
free imd public judgment of tbeirrpee^s '^.^ 
c«<!eof One of thefe kgiflfrtiveiX0Qiicib--of Toledo 
fShs!**' examined ^ and ratilSed t^ie qode cf . lawt iwhkH ;had 
beeti compiled by a^ f ucceflioii' ^iGiadmJaiagSy 
from the' fi^ce Euiric, t^ the devout Egida; r'Ap 
Ipng as • the Vifigoths themfeltes wete farisfiol 
with the rude cuftoms of ^heir^ anceftors^ they 
indulged their; fubjeds of Aquitaii^i.aixd Spain >m. 
the' enjoyment <^ the Romaok law. . Their gcadual 
improvement in 'arts, in poficy, and «t ioigttbiip. * 
-religioi^^ mcouraged them to iMtatc^ .^uid tp! ikiz 
perfede, thefe foreign infiitutions ; and da^cc^Oi^. 
pofe a code of dvil and ciim|pal.juiil^rudett^, 
/ ,. for the^ ufc of a great/and UBited.,pje©ple, v IM 
fame obfigations, aikl the fame privUe^^ -W^^ ^' 
. communicated to the a:^ofis of tbe.^anifb i^ni 
narchy: and the conqu^rora^ JT^^^hlf.t^WWStr. 

"* Tlic X&.G of thecoundl8<jf Toledolfire ftjil tb€ moft lanthrfntia 
records of the church asd oorifVitution o^^p^po Tk^ ioUpwyig > 
paflfagcs arc ^rticulanrly ifn^riiLnt (iHi 17* <*S. tv.175. ¥^^^^,4, 
5. S. vi. If, i«, 13, 14. i7> x8. vii. i. xiii^ .4, 3, 6^). I have' 
found MafcDU'(Hi ft* of theanoknt-Oermana, ^xv. «^. and Aono** 
taftons, xzvi. andxxxiti.) and Ferreras (Hift. G(l>9Valf 4i^ l^'Bt^n^," 
tom« U.) very ufcfttl aad accurMf gtjides. 

' / cing 
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ftrii^ roHi eepiky^ ^ajid jexslltol the Kj«iu»|S ito the , v#'-::te::<>^^ 
partK:i{)^ti0ai ^of * fiieedoni^ The merit: q£ tfai& imi- r 
paftiiih pUdkyi^wa^ cnhaased by • tl^e. fitusLtioa:^ of 
SpariH^ undtti' thp rcigfii jofi the.;yi%oth«t TH^j 

mafftdrs^ Jsyi t^ieiiinsdoivdibUe di£l^^^ ^ it^*. . 
ligioa;- '^i j^tec.thi cojWDBrfion xxf. ii^car^ ha4: J^^*- 
morod the piK«jjudice5:o£.ihe.CathQKcs> the. coafla^i . 
both' of the Ocean ^^lid MaditensWi^an, ^^x% ftill. 
pctffefled by . thaEaftern Enaporjscs ;. who fecretly . - 
excit)^d a idifcmtonted peopie-tQ rejea the yoke< .^ 

of thciBairbattiMy sad . ta .nifert ♦ ^thig , P4?ne. a^d. 
digiiity xi£ Romaji citi»n^^ . Thye ^llf^iance of. 
doubtftd.x fubjeftsc is indjecd moil cffediially fe*^ 
cured by .their owa 'perfuafiQ!»,.that tj^y hazard, 
more^inja rerolt, jth^ they.caa-hppi^..^ obtain 
by a^-MYoluiim; but k has^ appeared fe> iiiituM,to 
opisrefe thcrfe. whom iptc halje and &sir^ th^j .th§ con- 
tritry fyXleinawell.dcfcrYes thepraife pf wifiio^^ and. 
moderation **\ , . " . . ..... 

While the. kiiigdoms of the Eraiiks^.^n^ Vifi- .Revoiu- 
goAi wei5e;eft;ibUfhed in* Gaul ^d Spax% the >£fJa^^ 
Saatdrts .^chibveA the conqucft of :Bii^?ii%. the . 
thipi great diocefe x>f the PrasfeSure of the .Weft.' 
Sinc€ Britain was ahr^ady feparatedlrctoi.the Ren 

***'^Tlie Code of i\it Vf%oth8, ' regularty divided hito-tMrfcWc 
boots, \m berti coi^r^ly pubiiibed fey pom Bouqtiet (iriitoau iy. 
p. »73*-i^r,<ii.). • It'lia* been treated bytheprelldentde Mantefipiiru 
(Efprit ^cs L(Jixj 1. xxviii. c. i.) with' exceiTive fevcrity. I dK- ^ 
like the tlyle; I detdl the R^perftition j but I Ihall prefume to-thinfc, 
that l&c 'CtVil jiti1fpyodef}ce'dl^liiy6 » n^orecivilia<fd'2tedrenlig^ 
ftate of fociety, than that of the Blir^ndiaits^ or ercn of the X>oin- . 
bards. 

man 
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cnkt. :msti. etnyir^, I imghv wtboot nqvtiadi,:dtelme 
«xvm. .^..^^^ fiwMaiar to the tnoft illiterate^ anflk ob- 
fcine to the moft learned, of my readenu Tke 

^Sutons^ wh0^el^celled in tke u6| of tliooMr, o^tke 
bMle-uf^i >i|iQFe igoorani of the art wbkli amid 

.altme pefpetuatfi< th#' fame o^ their egi^plmc^^.: the 
pFdvHiei^fe) relap^ng idtp^J^arbarifm, jaeg]^S$d 
tjt> defcrib©:the txm. of thw c<H9itcy;> and ..the 

. doubtfo] tradiuon- • was: abngil^ ^extinguifliedi bfe- 
fore the mHfionaries^ of Rome reftoreA the light 
of fcience and Chnftianil^. The^ dfcUmations 
of Gildas, the fiugments,, or febles, of N<npiiis, 
the obfcure hints of the Saxon laws- ^^/dhrp- 
nicies, and the ecclefiaftical tales of tf^-v^n^^^le 
5edd "% have been lUuftrated by the ^igence, 
and Xometime$ embelliftied by the femfcy, of foc- 
cecding writers, whofe^ worfcs I ^m not aihbitious 
cither to cenfurc or to tranfcribe **V Yer .the 
hiftorian of the empire may^ be tempted' to ptrrftie 
the revolutions of a Roman province, tilltitva- 
niflies - from his fight ; and an EngKfli«iafi mky 
curioully trace the eftablifliment of th^- Bar- 
barians, from whom he derives * his: namei' his 
laws, and perhaps his origin. . - - 

»i6 See Gildas de Excidip Britannia?, c.ji— .*j^ p. 4^%^ edit. 
Gale. Neiin-tis Hift. Britonum, c.'iS. 35—65. p. 105— .11^. edit. 
G$Ao. ^B«de Bift EocflefiAit. Oenti&. Aaglovum, : 1^ i. «. i%^i(. 
p. 49— 53- c «z. p. 58. edit. Smith. Chron. Saxonicum, p. 1.1.— 
^3, &c. cdft. OiWbti. The Anglo-Saxon laws were publifhed by 
Wilkii>9, London 1^51* infoHo? and the Leges Wallicas, by 
Wotton- and Clarke, London i730> in folio. 

»7 The laborioHfir Mr* Carte, and the ingenious Mr. Whit;i3cer, 
arc the two modern writers to whom I am principally indebted. 
The particular liiftorian of Manchefter embraees, under that oblcurc 
title, a fobjcft^Almoftas extcnflvcaa ttic gcncramiftory^f -England. 

- . About 



. . oAboubf&irtfi yeaxstiftcr the- cfiffdution of rlhe M^J^J- 
j^xoMi government, Vbrtigem 9pps9xs to hane ^v.-^-vS^ 

- obtained the bipmaia^ thwgk precaliew, ^^coiil- ^/[^^"^ 
llftawd.rfAe priiKes amd cWes rf^ I1»t ^*^"'' 

uiffoitomte ii^nardh^ ha^ bem ali^^ ' '^^^ 

cdndettmed for the vreik smd mifchiercnis pdU^iy 
of inviimg '''^ a forasitoble (iv&ngtry to ptftV^ 
Texadous tnpoads 6f a domeftic 'foe. 'His s^* 

-feaflkdors am iKljpfatched, % rfiegraveft *ifto- 
tiansy'to the coafl of Germany; -they addrefs a 
piatthedc oratioii to the geneml -aflemHy of tiie 
Saxons, and Aofe urarlifce Barbarians refolve to 
aflfft '"wfeh a fled: and army tKe fiippliants of a 
difta^tahd ufik^own ifland. If Britain had in- 
4ddd been ciiJtnown to the Saacons, the meafUre 
j0f kd caiamitfes would have been kfe complete. 
But - the ftreagthxof the- Roman g^Jvdnwnent. <20«ld 
not^' always guard the maritime province agadnfl 
-thcipiratte pf Gearmaiay : the independent an^vdi- 
i»ded .ftatejft were, expofed to their att^kcks ^ aad 

. ,t^ Ssmohs might fomatim^ jcia the iScots and 
the Pi&s, inatacit^ or exprefs^ confederacy of 
iiapin^, and. de&mSiom Vortigem ^ ^co^id <xaiy 
balance the various peidls, wludi aflaulted on 

. every fide his throne and his people ; and his po- 
licy may deferve either praife or excufe, if he pre- 
ferred the.atiioace of 4ho/e Barbariaa^^ whofe naval 

«*' This invitation^ which may derive fome countewmce foom the 
Jopfe cig5refllo;is of Gi Ida*, and Bcde^ is fraaicd iato a regi^lar ftpry 
by Witikind, a $axon monk of the tenth century (See Coufin, Hift* 
dc TEropirc d'Occident, torn. ii. p. 556.). Rapin, and even Hume, 
have too freely 'Uftd -this Avfpicioiw evidence, without regarding the 
. precife and ^probable tcftimony of Ncnnius : Interea venerunt tres 
Chiula? a Germania in exiliopulfay in quibxis erant Hors et Hengilt 

power 
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XXXV »n P^"^^ rendered diem the mofl:.cite^gwnis enemies^ 
and the moft ibrviceable .aHics. Hong^ and 
*Hor£i9 B& the^ langed along the Eaftom coaft 
with three (hips, were engaged, by tbevj^CRniTe 
loffan aonple ftipend, to eml>race ^e defencb of 
^Britain;! and their intrepid yalour foon delivered 
-the country fmia the Caledonian, timulers* l^e 
ifle of Thanet, a fecure and ferialo diftri^l:, ;was 
idkrtted for the refidence of ihdk German auxi- 
&ujes,. and they ^nrere 'fi^>plied, accoiding td r^e 
•lieaty, wiAi a ptentifiil* alkxwance of clothing and 
^proviftoris* This ' favoun^le reception encou- 
' raged five thonfand "warriors to embark with their 
families in fcventeen veffels, and the* infant power 
dt Hengift was fortified by this ftrong and feafon- 
able rdnforcement. The crafty Barbarian' ff%- 
geflcd to Vortigem the obvictis advantage! of :fix« 
Mng, in the r^ghbourhodd of the Piflsj a coldny 
. of faithful allies : a third fleet of feity ftips^' under 

* the command of has fon and ne|)heir, faiiedfrom 
Germany, ravaged the Oifcneytyaftdidifcmbsrkfed 
a new sarmy oa the coaft? of Noniiumbdrlandy^or 

* Lothian, at v the oppofite^extrcmiity ^P tife «b|?4ted 
land* k was esrfy ta- fiDrdee^-. fbiit'it ^tras^^im- 
pt)ffiblt to prevent, the • impetadfidg ' evito*-^ If he 
two nations were foon divided and- £xiipcft4wdi':by 
mutual jealoufies. -The SixonsJ'magni^.ftginAat 
they had done and fufFered in the caufe of an un- 
grateful people; while the Britons regretted the 
liberal rewards which could not* fedsfy the avarice 
of thofe hauighty mercenaries. ♦^The.^caule'$: of 
fear and hatred were inflamed. into jani irrecon- 
cilable quarrel. The Saxons flew to arms j and, 

if 
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if thty» pwrpetrarted % treaktheroite taaaAcre duuiqg ^'^^^j^- 
the fec3udt| of ^ feaflr, they ddtrdywb the'teclp»- .^ ,,,pi,'» 
oai oooildence ^viikh fuftains the^intercoui^&i^f 

Hcngift, rwho bddly afpimltci'theaMaqi»ftJof ^^^'^' 
Btminiy^ exhorted his cotxMrymtik to embrace the tbc^xon 
gbrioia opporttiiiitythtf paSniied 4a lively ixh ^^^^^^Yr 
ItBfurs* the ferfiKtyi of the foii^ the wfealth of «he 4ij— 5«*^ 
cities, the f^ulSll^iifkous: tdmper ^of the iisftms, 
tad ths ooaveniebi \fituat]Mi'of lafyadousiblitary 
ifbnd, acceffible on an fides tt^rthe Saxon flectt. , 
The ) fucccffivc colomes wkich iffiied, in the period 
o£t a century, from the- mouths of the. Elbe, the 
Wrfer^ and the Rhine,, were principally com- 
pofed^of tbree vsdiant tribes ^r nations of Ger-< 
many ; the yi^es^ the. old Saxms^ ^ and the Angles. 
The Jirtcs, who fought under the peculiar barater 
<jf Hengift, aflbmed the * mait of leading their 
countrym^nin di^tpaths of.gloiry, and of 'eroding, 
in Koit^ the firft independent' kin^om. The 
^tmeolthe enterprife -was attributed to the pri* 
nutire tSdxons ;> ^d.>the con!imon laws aaid>lan- 
rguagjis <?f. the./ conqoerovs tare defcdbed byiJiL^na- 
tiosml appelldtioB of a people, which, at the end 
^ictf four hcHBidtfid yeafs^ produced: the ilrftmo- 
.nAKchf of South Britain. TheAngles were dif> 
lingpift^ by their numbtrs and their rfuccefs; 

»^ Nehniuis impute? to the Saxons the murder of t^rce hundrpd 
firittni (Aiefs; a crime ncW ulfifuitable' to their (kvage mannfert. But 
,i«r^ a:(c ^^t pbligpd tp bett^« (Sc^FJefppy ctf JMto«mputh, 1. viii. 
c. 9r*;tv}> tba^ ^tonehea|;c is tbek tx^vumentp which .the giants 
had former'ly trai^portedfrona Africa to Ireland, and which wat 
: cei^dvtd to^I^a^i b>i4he ordeti of AmbrofluH I9^d l^e art of Mer. 

and 



CHA P. «3ii they xhMcd the hocwirof &mg^feffc«azi 
\ iiiMSte PB this ^y&^ntfYf of ^vUch ]yb^ ocoifiied cbe 
filoft {w^ .^Qdjpn. The B^hsijimh, wbp^ Jfol- 
lowed the hopes of rapine either ofi ^ la^d or 
le^s "vwie )i^9fib|Iy blended wi^ thi» tnpk con- 
^kfMcyi ibe^Frifi4fmf ^ko imd been texaptsdbf 
their vidnity to the Brkiih ^ihares^ iiu^t bal»^ 
during a jBn^rt fpace, the ftreag^h and repufati^in 
of ^fi i»Hvt SwoM.; the Danej^ the Bru^ns^ 
ik^Ri^ms ^t fdiatly 'def€ri|)ed ; and.fQ0^ M- 
"samt^r^UB Hunss ^ho teid wandered as &r as ti^ 
jSaltic^ ]Bp«ght ^e{Q}»rk oa board the German veif- 
fels, vfor the conqueft of i new wpri4"% But 
ikk surdiMns ^y^bievement was not ^pr^par^d <>r 
esfiouted by ite union of mattooal |>owers» J&tch 
imr^d.'Chiir&(Mn,.aGCordiiag to themeafure of his 
hf&t^^. -and. ibnunes, . ■ a^ralailed > his ibU»wers ; 
•flqui|^|9«dv.;a fleet of three, or fierh%p6 . of iixtjr, 
"^NTffds^; (jMe^^^e^pIitee of iikt attaiikf and ooa- 
shifted his fUb&qiiaBt op^R^doits accdrdii^ to the 
4»^fM^ cft th^ ^kri^xid-'^ the^ii&tttes of iiis pci¥ate 
.iao^r^. ^ T^^tli/f^^ima&on ^f. Britain so^aoiy betjoe s 
^««f^i^ft6d%«Utt £^l;*I»Kit tmly femn vi6boriou€ 
. leaders aflumtfd, or at lead maintained, the titie 
yidils^B. Sevibn indepeiident tbroMs^ the Saxon 
."HepdaiEhyy were founded ^hy &e ornqpoonQtrs, 
:»d ; iemj feniilips, one of whidi has. been con- 
tinue, by female- fuccciSon, to our prcfent fove- 
reign, ^derived their equal and facred lineage from 

*Jo «iUltl»cft'tfibes^^%ppeftly enumerated hy Bcdc Q*u c. r^. 

^. 52. 'L^v^'C. 9.' pr*i9©.J,- a«d' though 1 b:%iFecoii^dered'Mr.'Whit- 

'iiriccT'8'WnwH'kf^(1iift» of Mancbefter, vc^Ji. p. 558-^43*), I tfo 

^npt p«ireeiv«'th€-«fefiif«lity of fuppofing thetth«^nfi«msy &c. were 

mipgled with the Anglo-Saxons. 

^■- I -Wt)dcn 
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"WWieffi^ tbe god -6f war, it hafs^been* prctendea, C K*A p. 
fhat<hi«' republic of Idiige wat -tnoideniited by a^* 



general' edunca ^aiSd a fuprOTie mfegiftHfte* ^ Bdt 
&<* an HrtHfciiUJftethe cf pdlicy isr^g»aitt to 
the rtade aftd turbulent ^HHt of the'Saxdns't their 
• laws are ^ fHent ; and - tbdn imperfeA aimaly aflbiKi 
oftly- a i*M*! aftd Woody i^dfpefit of infeeftine dif- 
TOfd'^.\ •-" * . .. • 

X. monk, whoj-in the pwfdimd ignorsBice <if f^**l^f 
humem lifo, hai^ ^prefimied toeiceraife^Ae office of tons. 
' biAerkm, ^ ftraftgely <fisfiguril« the ila&e o£ Biitaizi 
iMr the tiifier &{ it« %iSlratiM &M^*the wtftem em- 
fSre. > Gildis '^ defl^rftms itt fldiid fetoguigc the 
impmv^ments of agrkuhure, At ^ofieign trade 
vAdch flowed widi^ evtery^wtide knovtha .Thanes 
and the- Serenxy the folid^ oad.dafry con&tni£tion 
0f> pobiic and ptbsde edifices xios ttccbfo the fia- 
fill JUi:uEy;Qf:|lfe£nJifli.peo{de{ «if arptojpl^ as* 
oordis^ tp/tkefasne writer tgaorast <)f tiie moft 
Bxiti^e iMJBts^ aad, ipcayfthle, -igkhonttfaeudd of tiie 
fi3QDwmfi9i^Q£.pgmdiii9'W^ or^imfMa 

txft iioxi»;jfiir .'tiateTdefeoce. of. -^ir native Jand '^^ 
Uoder ihe* Wng d<>auniQa. of tbi ooyiemisb^ Sriiaia 

i5« Bede has enumerated feven kings, two Saxons, a Jute, and 
ftnf Arng^es, ^oYucctffivcly acqniredifj th^heptarchy, an indefinite 
SBprnucir of po^ee and . reooWfi. Bat tisdr reiga itat tbc etttd, 
notof i^w^ bu^ Q^ conqueil ; an4 he obfcrve9> in fimSar terms, tliat 
. one ofifcein fiibducd the Ifl'js of Man and Anglcfcy j aiid that aii* 
otiief itnpoltd- a tribute on the Scots and Kfti (Hift. Ecclef. 1' ii. 

»3* See Giltlas de Excidio Britannia, c i. p. i. edit. Gale. 

«J3 i^r. Whitaker (Hiftory of Marichfefter, v6l.il.. p: 503. 516.) 
has' fmartl^ >*fM>fcd f W« scaring aWutdity, vi^Ynch had^paded «R* 
pctiqed by the general hatbrians, ai Aey Vert haft«aiBgto m<ir«ip* 
tcrcftirig and important events. 

' .V1M..VI. Cc tad 
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c H A i>. hid been infenfibly moulded intd the eleeaat affll 
xxxvni. ■ 

fcrvile form of a R<»nan province, whofe Mety 

was entrufted to a foreign power. The fafafed^ 

of Hoixorius contemplated theii* new freedom with 

forprife and terror; they wfere left deftitute of 

atay civil or military conftitiition; and their un*- 

certasa rnkrs wanted either fldll, or courage, or 

authority^ to dired the public force againft the 

common enemy. The intitkiaffion cf the Saxons 

betrayed their internal w^iknefss imd degraded 

the chaxa&er both of the prince and people.. 

Their confteniadon magnified the danger; the 

wiant o£ uttoii diniinifhed their refonrces ; and 

the madnefe of civil facUcms was more fblidtous 

to accufe, than to remedy, the evils, which they 

imputed to the mifconduft of their adverfaiies«. 

Yet the BritoiK were not igncdant, they could not 

be ignoraniv of the manufafture or the ufe of 

atma : thi& facce&ve and cUforderly attadts.of the 

Faxons, allowed them 4A ^ecavn ftt»n . thefr 

am^asement^, and the profpexooB or adyerfe events 

^f ' the war added difctpiine and ea^cneffice to liietr 

jjadve.vaipiir. 

Their re- 'While the Continent of Europe and Africa. 

[yielded, without refiftance, to the Barbarians, the 

.Britiih inland, alone and unaided, 'maintamed a 

long, a vigorous, though an unfuccefsful ftruggle,. 

againft the formidable pirates,, who, almoft at 

the fame inftant, ajQTaulted the Northern, the 

Eafteni, and. the Southern coafts. The cities 

which had been fortified with fldll, were defended 

with refolutionj the advantages of ground, hiU% 

forefts; 
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feorft»«-aiid mamffes, ww^ dillgeotly imi^ovcd ^^yu^ 
by. tlie inhabitants > the loonqueft o£ each diftriS: 
mm* purchafed with blood ; and th^ defeats of tbA 
Sa^sona are ftrcw^ly attefted by the diiScreet filenc» 
V)f their annalift. Hengift might faopie to aidiievft 
ibfi cpnqueft of Britain ; but hi$ ambituDti, in an 
ft&v^ reign of t^rty*£ve years, wat conikied to 
(he polieSlon of Keot; and the. numerous ^ony 
VKhkb.he had pianted in th^ North, was eietirpated 
by the fword of the Britoos. The monarchy of 
the WeitSaTOns uras laboooufly founded. by the 
perfeF^ring jeibrts of ihree inartial generations* 
31)e life of Gerdic, one of ^e biaveft of the 
dttldraoi of Wpden, was xoi^umed in the con« 
queft of Hamplhire, and t^e ifle of Wight ; and 
the lob which he fufbkied in the battle of Motmft 
Aidon, redijjced'him to a ftate of in^rious re* 
pofew Kenric^ his valiant fon, advanced into 
POrilt^ure ; befieged Saiiibury, at that time feate^ 
on. a ooirmTanding eainence ; and vaaqui/hed aii 
anny which advanced to the refief of the city* 
in the fublbquent: battte of Marlborougk ^-^^ his 
Biitiih enendes ^Mplayed ik^ mifitafy fekncel 
Thek troops wcp^ fonned in three lines j each 
line confifted of ^rec diiti<i^ bodies, and the ca*^ 
vadky^ the archers, and the pikemen, were diftii^ 

Ji^ At Berat^birig, or Barbury-caftlc, ne^r Marll^oi^ojaslt, The 
Saxon chronicle afUgns the name and date. Cambden (Brit^nniay 
▼ol.i. p.iaS.) afeertains the place; and Henry' of Huntingdon 
(Scris^ores poft Bedam, p. 3 14) relates the circiimftances of thit 
battle. They are probable and charadteriftic ; and the hiftorians of 
the twelfth century might confult fpme materials -that no longer 

Cc a ' \ ' but«d. 
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xxxvm •^'^'^ according to the principles <^ Ronun 
i^^^v^ ^'^ 1^ Saxons charged in one wd^tj oo« 
liinm, Ixddly eacoimta^ed ivith their fkort fsroids 
the long lances of the Brkons, and maintained aa 
equal conflid till the approach of night. Two 
d^afive viftories, the death of three BritiA. )a[^> 
and the redudion of Cirenc^er, BfiUfa, and GlcHi^ 
cefter, eftabhflied the fame and power of CeauHa^ 
the grandfiMi of Cerdic, niHbo carried his vidorious 
arms to the banks of the Severn. 
and flight. jAiter a war of an hundred years, the indepodenc 
Britons ftill occujMed the whole extent of the 
Weftem. coaft, from the wall of Antoninus to the 
extreme promontory c^ Cornwall ; and the pnikf 
cipal ' cities of the inland coimtry ftill oppofed Vbm 
arms of the Barbarians. RefiAance became more 
languid, as the number and boldn^is of the a£t. 
iaiUnts continually inoreafed^ Winning their 
way by flow and painful efforts, the Saxons, the 
^Angles, and their various co^ed^rates, advancecl 
from the North, from /the Eaft, and from the 
^outh, till their viftorious banners were united in 
the centre of the iiland. Beyond the Severn the 
3riton8 Aill aff^ed thieir national freedom, which 
furviv?d the heptarchy, and. eve^ tbe.monarchy^ 
of the Ssufcons. The brayeft: warriors, who pr^» 
fcrred exile to flavery, found a fecure refuge in 
the mountains of Wales : the reluftant fubmillidn 
of Cornwall was delayed forfome ages^*^* j and a 

band* 

• *5» Cofnwall was finally fubducd by Athelftati {A. D. 9*7— 94x)* 

who planted an Eoglilh colony at Exeter, and confined thtf Britont 

' teyoodyjUie river Ijimar. gee WtUi^ •f Malmibury, 1. ii. in the 
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-b&iidof fiiditivcs acquired a fcttlement id Gaul, 
by their own valour, or the liberality of the Me- ^ 
fovingian kings '^^. The Weftem angle of Ar- 
jnorica acquired the new appdlations of Cdrmvallj 
and the Lefer Britain ; and the vacant lands of 
the Ofifmii were filled by a ftrange people, who, 
.under the authority of their counts and bifliops, 
.preferved the laws and language <rf their anceftors. 
To the feeble ddcendants of Clbvis and Charle- 
magne, the Britons of Armorica refufed the cuft 
tCHiiary tribute, fubdued the neighbouring diocefes 
<tf Vannes, Rennes, and Nantes, and formed a 
powerful, though vaffal, ftate, which has been 
imited to the crown of France *^^ 

^jCriptores poft Bedam, p. 50. The fpirit of the Cornjfli knights 
was degraded by fervitude j and it fhould feem, from the Romance 
€ff Sir Triftrani, that their cowardice *'a& almoft proverbial. 

»Jtf The cftabliftiment of the Britons in Gaul i& proved in the 
fixth century, by Procopius, Gregory of Tours, tl^ fecond councjl 
of Tours (A. D. 567.), and the leaft fufpicious of their chronicles 
and lives of faints. The fubfcription of a bifhop of the Britons to 
the firft council of Tours (A.D. 461. or rather 481), the ai^ffly of 
Kiothamus, and the loofe declamation of Gildas (alii tranfmarinas 
petebant regiones, c. 25. p. 8.)> '^^y countenance an emigration n?; 
cairly as the middle of the fifth century. Beyond that «ra, the 
Britons of Armorica can be found only in rMUance j and I am {xyY^ 
prized that Mr. Whitaker (Genuine Hiftory of. the Britons, 
p. a 14 — aai.) (hould fo faithfully tranfcribe the grofs ignorance of 
Cartc> whofe venial eiTors be has fo rigoroufly chaftHc^t. 

«J7 The antiquities, of Bretagney which have been the fobje<ft even 
of political controverfy, are illuftrated by Hadrian Valefius (Notitia 
Oalliarum, fub voce Britannia Ofmarina^ p. 9^-^100 ) M. d'An- 
irtlle (Notice deJ'AHiC!cmieGauie,C9rj/&/>/Vi^ Curiofolitc$\^f\nih For^ 
gMnium, p. 248. 158. 508. 740. andEtatsde FEurope, p. 76— 8d.\ 
Longuefue (Defcription de la France, tom.i. p. 84—94.), and the 
Abbe de Vertot (Hift Critique de I'Etabliflement de« Bretons dans 
Ics Gaules, a -vol in lalna. Paris, 1 720.). I may alfume the merit 
«f examining the original evidence which, thc)- have produced. 

" « Cc 3 In 
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xx^xvin • ^^ a century of perpetual, or at leaft implai 

V -^- J cable, war, much courage, and fome fldll, muft 

The fame jj^ve beeil exerted for the defence of Britain. Yet 
ox Artbur. 

if the memory of its champions is almoft buried in 

oblivion, we need not repine; fmce every age^ 
however deftitutc of fcience or virtue, fufficiently 
abounds with afts of blood and military renown. 
The tomb of Vortimer, the fon of Vortigem, 
was erefled on the margin of the fca-fhorc, as a 
landmark formidable to the Saxons, whom he had 
thrice vanquiflied in the fields of Kent. Ambro* 
fius Aurclian was defcended from a noble family 
of Romans *^*, his modefty was equal to his va- 
lour, and his valour, till the laft fatal afticin**% 
was crowned with fplendid fuccefs. But every 
Britifli name is effaced by the illuftrious name of 
Arthur '^% th^ hereditary prince of the Silures^ 
in South Wales, and the eleftive king or general 
of the nation. According to the moft rational ac- 

v2* BedCy who in his chronicle (p. 28.) places Ambroiius under 
the reign of Zeno (A D. 474 — ^491. )> obfcrves, that his parents 
had been " purpura jnduti 5" which he explains, in his eccleiialtical 
hiftory, by ** regium nomen ct infigne fcrcntibus" (Li. c. 16. p ss-)* 
The expreifion of Nennius (c- 44. p. no- edit. G^le) is (till more 
fingular, ** Unus de confuUkus gcntis Romanics eft pater mcus." 

139 By the unanimous, though doubtful, conjedure of our anti- 
quarians, Ambroiius is confounded with Natanleod, who (A.D. 
508.) loft his own life, and five thoufand of his fubjefts, in a battle 
againft Cerdic, the Weft Saxon (Chron. Saxon, p. 17, i8.)« s 

>4o Aft I am a ftranger to the Welfti bards Myrdhin, Lloroarch^ 
and TalieHin, my faith in the exiftence and exploits of Arthur prin- 
cipally refts on the fimple and circumftantial teftimony of Nennius 
(Hift. Brit. c. 6a, 6^, p. 114.). Mr. Whitaker (Hift. of Man- 
chefter, vol.iL p. 31— 71 ) has framed an interefting, and even 
probable, narrative of the wars of Arthur ; though it is impoflible t(^ 
allow the reality pf the round tabic ,. 

county 
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couflt; he defeated, in iwefve fucccffive battle!,* S^yji^ 
t^e Angles of the North, and the Sa^cons of the 
Weft ; hut the declining age^o^ the hero wasf em- 
lojLtered by popular ingratitude, and domeftic mi£* 
fiwtunjes. The events of his life are lefs intereft- 
2^, than the fingujar revolutions of his fanie* 
During a period of fiye hundred years the tradition 
of his exploits was preferved, and rudely embely 
Jiflied, by the obfcure bards of Wales and Armo- 
rica, who were odious to the Saxons, and un-» 
known to the reft of mankind. The pride ancf 
curiofity of the jKTormajti conquerors, . prompted 
them to enquir.e into the ancient hiftory of Bri- 
tain : they liftened with fond credulity to the tale 
of Arthur, and eagerly applauded the naerit of a 
prince, who had tiiumphed over the Saxojis, d\eir 
common enemies- His romijnce, tranfcribed in 
the Latin of Jeffrey of Monmouth, and afterward^ 
tr^anflated ioto the fafluonable idiom of the times^ 
firas enriched with the various, though incoherent, 
pmaments, which were familiar to the experience, 
the learning, or the fancy, of the twelfth century. 
The prpgrefs of a Phrygian colony, from the Ty^ 
ber to the Thames, was eafily engrafted on the 
fyblc of the ^neid ; and the royal anceftors of 
Arthur derived fheir origin from Troy, ani^ 
clainxed their alliance with the C?efars. His trof 
phies were decorated with ca»ptive provinces, and 
Imperial titles ; and his Dan^ viftories avenged 
the recent injuries of his country. The gallantry 
and fuperftition of the Britifh hero, his feafts and 
tournaments, and the memorable inftitution of 
C c 4 his 



i>« 



THE DECLINE ANft TALL 



CHAP- 

^XXVIII. 



refola* 
tion of 
Sritain. 



Ms Kni^tg erf" the Round Tahk; vfttt faithfully 
copied from the reigning manners of chivalry j 
' and the fabulout exploits of Uther's fon, appear - 
Icfs incredible, than the adventures which were 
atchieved by the cnterprifmg valour of the Nor- 
mans^ Pilgrimage, and the holy vrars, intro- 
duced into Europe the fpecious miracles of Ara- 
bian miigic. Fairies, and giants, flying dragons, 
and enchanted palaces, were blended with the 
more fittiple fidions of the Weft j and the fate of 
JBritain depended on the art, or the predidions, 
of Merlin. Every nation embraced and adorned 
the popular romance of Arthur, and the Knights 
of the Round Table : their names were celebrated 
in Greece and Italy ; and the voluminous tales of 
Sir Lancelot and Sir Triftram were devoutly 
ftudied by the princes and nobles, who difregarded 
the genuine heroes and hiftorians of antiquity* 
At' length the light of fcience alid reafon was re- 
kindled ; the talifman was broken; the vifionary 
fabric melted into air ; and by a natural, though 
tmjuft, reverfe of the public opinion, the feverity 
of the prefent age is inclined ta queftion the ex- 
ijience'oi Arthur '*% 

Refiftande, if it cannot^ avert, muft increafe the 
•miferies of conqueft ; and conqueft has never ap«- 
pear^d mote dreadful and deftruftive than in the 
hands of the Saxons ; who hated the valour of 



. «*o The progrcfs of romance, and the flate of learning, in th« 
middle ages, are illustrated by Mr. Thomas Wharton, with thetafte 
of a poet, and the minute diligence of an antiquarian. I have de- 
rived much inftrudion from the two learned differtatiQns prefixed 
to the firit volume of his Hiftoij of £nglilh Poetry, 

their 
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thdr enemies, difdained the faith of treaties, and ^|^^^^; 
•violated, without rcmorfe, the mbft facred objcftif 
of the Chriftian worlhip. The fields of battle 
might be traced, almoft in every diflrift,. "by mo4 
numents of bones } the fragment* of faHing towers 
were ftained with Wood ; the laft of the Britons, 
without diftincUonof age or fex, was n^affacred '*' 
in the ruins of "Anderida '"^^ ; and the repetition df 
luch calamities was frequent and familiar under 
the Saxon heptarchy* The arts and religion, the 
laws and language, which the Romans had fo 
carefully planted in Britain,, were extirpated by 
their barbarous fucceflbrs. After the deftruftiou 
of the principal churches, the bifhops, who had 
declined the crown of martyrdom, retired with the 
holy relics into Wales and Armorica ; the remains 
of their flocks were left deftitute of any fpiritual 
food y the praftice,- and even the remembrance, of 
Chriftianity were aboliflied ; and the Britifh clergy 
might obtain fome comfort from the damnadon 
of the idolatrous ftrangers. The kings . of France 
maintained the privileges of their Roman fubjeds j 
but the ferocious Saxons trampled on the laws of 
Rome, and of the emperors. The proceedings 

141 Hoc anno (490) ^llaet Cifiaobfederunt Andredcs-Ceaftcr; 
tt intcrfecerunt omnes qui id mcoluerunt ; adco ut ne unus Brito 
ibi fupcrftes fvient (Chron. Saxon* p. 15.) ; an expre/Tton more 
dreadful in its timpUcity, than all the vague and tedious lanienta* 
tions of the Britifti Jeremiah* 

. »4» .Andredcs-Ceaftcr, or Anderida, is placed by Cambdcn (Bri- 
.tannia, voLi* p. 158.) at Newenden, in the marfhy grounds of 
Kent, which might be formerly covered by the fea, and on the edge 
of! the great foreft (Anderida), which ovcrfprcad fo large a portion 
of Haonpihirc anJ Suifex. 
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axxvm ^^-^^^^ ••* criii^uisJ jurjifdiQkw 

nour, the forms of office, the ranks of fbciety^ 
and evea die domoilic rights of marriage, tefhi:^ 
me&t, 2nd inheritance, vrere iiqaliy fupprefied } 
and the indifcriminate crowd of noble ^nd plebeian 
ilaves was governed by the traditionary cuftoms^ 
which had been coarfdy fransed for tfee fiiepherds 
«id pirates of Germany^ The language of icience^ 
of bufinefs, and- of converfation, which had beea 
mtroduced by the Romans, was loft in the general 
defolation. A fufficieiit number of Latin or Celtic 
words might be affumed by the Germans, to ex- 
prefs their new wants and ideas '^^ ; but thofe i7- 
iiterate Pagans preferved and eftabliflied the ufe of 
Acir national dialedk***.. Almoft every name^ 
confpicuous either in the church or ftate, reve^^ls 
its Teutonic origin '** ; and die geography of Eng' 
land was univerfally infcribed with foreign cha- 
racers and appellations. The example of a revo- 
lution, fo rapid and fo complete, may not eaiily 
l)e found ; but it will excite a probable fufpicion, 
that the arts of kome were Ids deeply rooted in 
Britain than in Gaul or Spain ; and that the n^r 

»4t Dr. Johnfon affirms that,/^ Englifli words areof Britifh «x« 
tra^ion. Mr. Whitaker, who undcrftands the Britifh language, 
has difcov^ered more than three thou/and^ and a<^iially produces k 
'Jong and various catalogue (vol. if. p. 435— 3«9.)« It is pofiible, 
indeed, that many of thefe words may have been imported from 
<fie Latin or Saxon into the native idiom ei Britain. 

»44 In the beginning of the fevcnth ccntnry, the Fran3ct and the 
iAnglo-Saxons mutually underftood each other's language^ wbicb 
-was- derived from the fhme Teutonic root (Bede, I. i.e. aj. p.dc.y 

145 After the firft generation of Italian, or Scotttih, miffionariciy 
the dignities of the church were filled with Saxon prolielytps. 

> tive 
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rf^ Tudcnds of the country and its inhabitimts, wtB ^j^^,,^- 
covered by a thin varnifli of Italian mannCTS. v^^r-y^-^i^ 

This, ftrange alteration has perfuadcd hiftoriaas; Scmtud^. 
and- even philofophers, that the provincials of Bri- 
tain wete tJOtaUy exterminated; and that the va- 
cant hnd ^2iB again pec^led by the perpetual ior 
flux:, and rapid increafe, of the Oerman colo^ie^ 
Three hundred Aoufand Saxons are /aid to haw 
obeyed the fummoM of Hengift *** j . the cntim 
emigration of the Angles was attefted^ in the age 
of Bede, by the folitudeof thek native country ^*^'; • 
and our experience has fhown the free propagair 
tjbn of the human race, if they are caft on a friffl- 
fui wildemefs, where their fteps are unconfined, 
•and their fubfiilence k plentiful. Tl»3 Saxon kmg- 
doms difplayed the face of recent difcov^ -and 
^ultivaiion : the towns were fmall, the vitiag^ 
^ere daftaoat ; the hufbandry was languid and un- 
(fldlful ; four fheep were equivalent to an acre df 
the beft land **' ; an ample fpace of wood and mo- 
rafs was refigned to rfie vague dc»ninion d ito* 
ture ; arid th€* modem bifhopric of Durhanli, the 
whole territory from the Tyne to' the Tee^, had 
retttrned to its primitive ftate df a favage and foil* 

«4'^ Carte's Hiftory of England, vol. i- p. ^95. He quotes the 
Britifli hiftorians; but I much fear^ that Jeffrey of Monmouth 
(1. vi. C-15.) is his only witnefs. 

147 Bede, Hi(l. Ecdeilaft. 1. i. c. 15* P« 5^- The fad is probaldi^ 
and weU attefted : yet fuch was the loodfe interoftixture of the Geo* 
aian tnbesy that we find, in a fubfequept period, the law of the Aa^ 
^li and Warini of Germany (Lindenbrog. Codex, p. 479«^4S6.). 

X4S Se6>Dr. Heni:y's ufeful and laborioua Hiftory of Great firttaill» 
voLii.:p.^98. < 



tUf 



394 THE DECLINE AND FALB 

mAP. tary- fopeft ***. Such imperfed popuktibri mi^St 
have been fuppUed, in fome gchmtibnSj %y the 
Englifh colonies ; but neither fcrfon nor h&i'csn 
jdttfy the unnatural fuppofition, that the Sfeons 
of Britain remained alone in the defcrt which they 
had fubdued. After the fanguinary Barbarianl 
had fecured their dominion, and gratified thcfr^ 
revfenge, it was their intereft to prefcrve the pea- . 
fonts, as well as the cattle, of the unrefifting 
Oounti?y. In each fucceifive revolution^ the pa- 
tient herd becomes the property of its new ma- 
iljcrs ; and the falutary compaft of food arid la- 
hour is lilently ratified by their mutual heceffitiei. 
Wilftid, the apoftle of -Suffex^% accepted from 
his royal convert the gift of the peninfula of Sel- 
fcy^ near CWchefter, with the pcrfons and pro- 
perty of its inhabitants, who then amounted to 
cighty-feven fomilics. He rcleafcd ftiem at once 
from fpiritual and temporal bondage; and two 
hundred and fifty flaves of both fexes were bap* 
tized by their indulgent matter. The kingdom 
of Suflex, which fpread firom the fea to the 
Thames, containedfeventhoufand families; twelve 
hundred were afcribed to the Ifle of Wight; and, 
if we multiply this vague computation, it <may 

»49 Qukquid (fays John of Tincmouth) inter Tynaai €t Tdam 
fliivios extitit fola cremi vaftitudo tunc tcmpom fuit, et iddrco 
.BJuUius ditioni fervivit, co quod fcla indomttorum et fylveftriuxn ani« 
^n^aliiim fpelunca et habitatio fuit (apud Carte* vol. i. p. 195.)* 
•From bifhopNicholfon (Englift Hiftorical Library, p. 6$' 9*-) I 
underftand, ihat fair copies of John of Timiiiouth's ample Collect 
«tioas are prefecve^ in the Itbrarieg of OxfbFd> i^ambeth, SLd 

«5» See the miffion of Wilfr.d, &c. inBcde, Hilt. £cckf« 1. 1% 
c. 13. 16. p. 155, 156. 159. . . 

v.j. 5 fccm 
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%P. PW^lfii' *^^ ijagfend wais cuWvajcd^* by a £;5:viui 
QUfliQii of ifeiiw^ or 'u^lains^ .who were attached 
to tbe cftatf s. oir th^f larbitr^ry lantiords. Tha 
wiifSS^t. ^dthmw& w<^a ,oftjen jEwqpted to Jell 
the^ x:hi|4rfij)^, or themrelvcs into perpetual^ and 
cicea iffipgpi^ boudage '^' ; yet^ the fpecial exemp* 
tiaaa, fivhKl^ were granted tfi national (laves ''% 
fuffic^^ly ^^are^.that they wdre.much lejfsnun 
xoeroiui than, the Jdramgers and captites^ who ha4 
loft tho^ Gbarty, pr changed their ma&rs, by the 
;i(cule]xt$, of war* ■ Wh€;n time and religkm had 
mitig^ed.thtf fierce Ipirit <^ the Angk)-Saxon8^ 
t^i^ \»w$ encouraged the frequent pra&ice of ma« 
nnnoiflipn ; and theijr fut^e^, of Welih or Gam«' 
bri^ xxtradion, yaiTume the refpe£lable Aatien 
of inferior freemen, poffeifedof land^, land. intitled 
to. tl^e right* of civil fopety '". Such gentle 
t]^eatxnent naigbt (cjcure th^ allegiance of a fierce 
pcqpl^ who had -bpen, recently fubdued on the 
cQH^aie^ jgi Walqi ^ afd* Cornwall. The fage Ina, 
th^ le^giilator pf Weifeir, united the two nations 

»jt From tKe concurrent teftimony of Bede (1. ii. c. i. p. 78*)^ 
add !WfiUtanv oF Malmfbury (l.iii.'p. lot), it appears thnt the 
AnslO;;Saxoiis, from the firft, to the laft, age, periiftefi ia this ua« 
natural pradlice* Thcjr youths wcfc publicly fold in the market 
ofifRfiiie;' 

'5* According to the law* of Ina, they could not be lawfully fold 
beycuufthe feikt. 

'SI The life of a fVallus, or Cambricusy homo, who poiTefred a hydtf 
of land, is fixed at no (hllHngs, by the fame laws (of Ina, tit. xxxii. 
m Leg. Anglo-Saxon, p. 20), which allowed 200 (hillings for a 
free Saxon, and 1200 for a Thane (fee likcwife Leg. Anglo-Saxon. 
p*.7^»)' We may obfietve, that tbefe legiflators, the Weft Saxon$ 
«nd Mereian9> eoRtitiued their Britiih conqucfts after they became 
Chriftia^is. The laws «f the four kfngs of Kent do not condefccnd 
to notice the exiftence of any fubjcA Biitons. 

; • in 
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c »A p. in dictbands of doaneftic ailkulce ; and £)utlBffei& 
v,„«rv^ lords of Somarfetfbire may be hofiouraMy d^ki<i 

guiihed in the court of a Saxon monamh "^^ 
Manners The mdc^Mideiit BritOM zpp^M 1^ htve ee- 
l^lons. Isf^^ into the ftate of original barbstrUm^ fiNHn 
iKrhenee t&ey^ had been imper&dly ipedaimolw^ Se« 
paratdd by thi^r eMmi^g from the reft of man- 
kixbd, they foon became aa <>bje& of fciUH^fti ftnd 
ibhormce to tiie Catholic world '^. ChriKanity 
was QM profefl[ed>^ the mountains of Wales i but 
the nid$ fehifmatics^ in ^he form of the^ eleiieal 
tonfure, and in the d^ of the celdbration of Egfter^ 
obflinaceiy refifted the imperious tnandates <^ the 
Roman pontiflfe. The ufe of the Latin language 
was infenfibly aboliflied, and «he Britons were de- 
prived of the arts and learning which Italy com- 
municated to her Saxon profelytes. In Wale§ 
amd Amiarica, th^ Celtic tongue, the natWe idiom 
of the Weft, was preferved and propagated j 
9nd the Bdrdsj who had beeii the comp^^oos 
€f the Druids, were ftill protected, m Ae 
fixteenth century, by the laws of Elizabeth. Their 
jchief, a refpedable officer of the xourts .of Peng^ 
wern^ or Aberfraw, or Caermathacn, accompa- 
nied the king's fervants to war : the monarchy of 
the Britons, which he fung in the front of battle,, 
excited their courage, and juftified their depre- 

»54 See Carte's Hift. of England, vol.i. p. 17S. 

«s At the conclttfion of his hiftory (A- D« 73i.)> B^^^ dcfcribc« 
the ccclefiaftical ilate of the ifland, and cenfures the impUc^^lc, 
though impotent, hatred of the Britoas againft^the Engliih nation* 
and the CathoUc cbmch (I, v* c. 43. p. a.ijO, 

dations ; 
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<latiort8 J mi the foftgfter claimed for hifi li^ Jxxvi^L 
ihi^fr prize the fiubreft heifer of the fpoiL Hi$ 
fubordinittd mfaiifter^^ the mafters and difeiples of 
Totai and ihftnunenta]: mufic, vifited^ m their re*- 
^)e3ive circaits, ths royal, die noble,, and the 
pli^ian hdufes; and thv public poverty, ^knoft 
exfaaufted by the cldr^, xras oppreffed by the 
k^rtunate demands of the bards. Thdr rank 
and iherit were aiceelained by feknin trials, and 
die ifarong bdief of fupeitaatuxai infpiration ex- 
alt^ the fan^yof the poet, - and of his audi^ 
ence^". llie laft retreats of Celtic freedom, the 
extreme territories of Gaul and 'Britain^ were leTff 
adapted to agriculture dian to pafturage: the 
wealdi of the Batons eooMed in their Oocks and 
herds ; milk and &efk were their ordinary food ; 
and bread was fometimes efteemed, or reje^ed, as 
a foreign lux«iry. Lib^ty had peopled the moun- 
tains of Wales and the morafles of Armoricat 
but thdr populoufnefs has been malicioufly 
kfcHbed to the loofe pradice of polygamy ; and 
the houfes of thefe licentious barbarian* hav* 
been fiippofed to contain ten wivfes, and pei^ 
haps fifty children***. Their difpofition was raih 

«7 Mr. Pennant's Tour in Wales (p. 426—44.9.) has furnifhed 
me with a cyrious and iutereding account of the Welfii bard». in 
the year 156$, a feflion was held at Caerwys by the fpecial coin*^ 
mand of queen Elizabeth^ and refrular degrees in vocal and fnftrtt* 
mental mufic were conferred on fifty-five minftrels. Xhc priate (a 
filver harp) was adjudged*by the Moftyn family. 

15} Rcgio longe lateque diflfufaymilite, magis qaam credibile fit;^ 
refert^. Partibus equidem in illis miles unus quinquaginia generate 
fortitus more barbaro'denasautamplius uxorcs. This .tr|H-qaci|. 
of WilUam of Poitiers (in the Hiftorians oi^ France, toni. xi. p. %%,} 
u difdaioKd by the Benedi^ine editors. 

6 and 
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cn'A P.. and diolerkf: th^ ^ere hOA in SSSbft * '^Oi 
l!i^^^ hi fpeeA***;. and as they \^crfe l^6Hft*<-rf'ffetf 
arts ctf peace^4hey idt^ately indulge tfigfti^pST- 
(bnr in lfar€^ and domeftlc war. ' Tte-^V&iiy 
of Armorica; the ^earmen of G^efit, an^ ihe 
archen of Merionedi^ were equaHy fohniikHd; 
but their poverty could fdi0tn ptoaii^ etdier 
fhields or helmets ; ani ^e incbn^^^Aiknt weight 
.would have retarded the fp«Bd and sigShy of Hh^ 
defultory operations. One/<)f the grfeiteft^'^ Ae 
Englifh moaarchs was requefte^ to fad%' the 
curiofity of a Greek empewt concerning thie {hitQ 
of Britwi; and Henry IL could aibrt,^froift Ms 
perfonal experience, that • Wales was -i^alHted 
by a race of naked warriors, who encoud«ei<ed, 
without fear, the defenfive armour of their enc- 

obfcurc . By the revolution of- Britain, th<?» lin^ df ^- 

or tabu- ' ., r . t ^ ^ r^ 

lousftatc ence, as .wetl as otemjwre, were contfacted. The 
of Briuin. ^jy^jj. ^^^^ which^had bein cleared 4)y'tW Phee^ 
. nician difco^toies, and finaHy - di^elfed* by^- the 
aims of Cerfarj again lettkd ota' the^fliores of '&e 
Atlantic^- and a Roman province was: agsun loft 
gmong the- fabulous^ iflands of th6 Ocean.* Om; 
hundred and fifty years after the reign of Hgmio* 

'59 Giraldus Cambreniis confines this gill of bold*and ready elo-> 
quence to the Komans, the French, and the Britons.' The tnali- 
cious WeWhman inlkraateSi that the Srt?lHh tacituTahy might pof- 
ibly be the effcft of their fervitude under the Normans^ 

«^ The pi^ure of Welfh and ArmorJcan manners f^<hiiwn1h>» 
'Ciraldus' (Deftfrlpt. Catflbrte, c. 6^15. Imer 8cHf>t7 -f'amBAhi. 
>. »M^ft9i.), BKd tik 4iithot» -qnotcd b^ Ifae A<»bitfefMal^ 
(Kift. Cr!tique,t*«l.tif.^^.iS5i^I^.^ -••- • \ ' S^ 
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rliis,the graveft Uftorian of the times "*' defcribes xxxvui 
. tbe wonders, of the remote ifle^.whofe eaftern and 
yfe&cm parts are divided by an antique wall, the 
boundary of life and death, or, more properly, 
of truth and fiftion. The eift is a fair country, 
inhabited by a civilifed peo^e :. the air is healthy, 
the waters are pure and plentiful, and the earth 
yields her regular and iruitful increafe. In the 
weft, beyond the waU, thb^ air is infedious and 
mortal; the ground is covered wiA ferpents; 
and this dreary folitude is the region of departed 
fpirits, who are tranfported frcHn the oppofite 
ihores in fubftantial boats, and by living rowers* 
Some families of fifhermen, the fubjcds of v. the 
Franks, are excufed from tribute, in confideration 
of the myfterious office which Is performed by 
thefe Charons of the ocean. Each in his turn is 
fummoned, at the hour of midnight, to hear .the 
voices, and even the names, of the ghofts ; he 
is fenfible of their weight, and he feels himfelf 
impelled by an unknown, but irrefiftibk, power* 
After this dream of fancy, we read with aftomfli- 
inent, that the name of this iiland is Brittia ; tl^t 
»it; lies in the ocean, againft the mouth of the 
RJikie, and lefs than thi5ty miles from the con- 
tinent ; that it is poffeffed by three nations, the 
'Frifiafts, the Angles, and the Britons ; and that 
fome Angles had appeared at Conftantinople, in 

.. »4i 5ce -Procopius de Bell Gothic. 1. iv. c. ao. p. 650—625." 
TJie Oreck hiftorian ifthimfdf fo confounded by the wonder^ whif h 

'h?-.ficialcs5^^b.i|t,he yyeakJy attempts to diftingui/b the iflartds et 
Brittia and Britaia, wb!ch hi; k^s i4entifi<?d by iaiDaoy infqpataUc 
circumftanccjs. 

..*'Voi.. Vr, I^d the 
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xxxvm ** ^^^ ^^ ^^ French ambaffadors. From th^e^ 
ambafiadors Procopius might be inform^- of a 
fiagular, though an improbable, advoiture, 
which amiounces the fpirit, rather than the deli- 
cacy, of an Engliih heroine. She had been be- 
trothed to Radiger king of the Vami^ a tribe of 
Germans who touched the ocezui and the Rhine ; 
but the perfidious lover was tempted, by motives; 
of policy, to prefer his feither's widow, the lifter 
pf Theodebert kmg of the Franks '^\ The for- 
Cikea princefs of the * Angles, inftead of bewail- 
i»g, rewnged her difgrace. Her warlike fubjcfts 
are /aid to have been ignorant of the ufe, and 
even of the form, of an horfe^ but flie boldly » 
failed from Britain to the mouth of the Rhine, 
with a fleet of fcur hundred fhips^ and an army 
of one hundred thoufand nien. After the lo(k 
of a battle, the captive Radiger implored the 
merqy of his- victorious bride, who generoufty 
pardoned, his oifence, difmilTed her rival, and. 
compelled the kiog of the Vanii to difcharge 
with honour and fidelity the duties of an huf-^ 
band ^^^» This gallant exploit appears to be the 

laft 

'6* Theodebert, prandfon of Clovls, and king of Auftrafia, was 
tfic moft powerfiil and warlike prince of the age ; and this rennark- 
able adventure may be placed between the years 534 and 547, th« 
extreme terms of his reian. His fifter Theudechildis retired to. Sena, 
where Ihe founded monafteries, and diftributed alms (fee the notes 
^f the Benedi(5tTnc editors, in torn. ii. p. ij6,). If we may credit 
tfce praifes (f Fbrtunatus (1: vi. carm, 5. in torn, ii! p. 507.), Ka-. 
dlger was deprived of a moft raluable wife. 

»*J Perhaps fhe wis the lifter of one of the princes or chiefs of the" 
Angles, who^ landed in 517, and the foilowuig years, between the 

Humber 
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faft* naval' cnterprife of the Anglo-^axdils. Tlie^ ^.B a ?,. 
tirts of navigation, by which they had acquired cs^^Saf' 
(he empire of Britain and of the fea, were fdon* 
neglected by the indolent Barbarians, who' fuj 
|)inely renounced all the doiftinercial advantagesi' 
df tft'eir iiifiilar fittfatiott/ Seven independent 
kingdbiiis were agitated by perpetual (lifcordj* 
and the Sfiiijh -zc/W^ was feldom conncfted, eithei* 
la peade* or war^ with the nations of thef con* 
tinent**\. ' 

1 h^Ve notir acconlptillied the! labbrfotis nifrai- Faiiofthe 
tive of the decline and fall of the Roman empire, Homan^ 
from the fortunate age of Trajan and the Anto-* thc^wciu 
nines, to its total extindioh in the Weft, atbou^ 
five' ctotutiea after' the Chriffian aera.- At that 
ufth^ppy period/ the * Saxons fiercely ftruggled 
l^ith the natives for the- pofleffion of Britain;* 
GauJ and Spain were divided beft^een the poWef*'* 
ful monarchies of the Franks and Vifigoths, and 
the dependent kingdoms of the Suevi and Bur-' 
gundians : Africa was expofed to the cruel perfe* 
cution of the Vandals, and the favage infuks of 
the Moors : Rome and Italy, as far as the banks 

Humbcr and the ThamcSi and gradually founded the kingdoms of ' 

Eaft Anglia and Mercia. The Englifh writers arc ignorant of htt 
flame and exiftcncc : but Procopius may have fuggeftcd to Mr.K^wc 
the charader and fitttatiofi of Rodugune in the tragedy of the Royal 
Converts \ 

»64 In the copious hiftory of Gregory of Tours^ We cannot find 
any traces of hoftile or friendly intcrcourfe between France and 
England, except in the marriage of the daughter of Caribert, king 
of Paris, quam regis cujufdam in Cantia filius matrimbnio copula- 
vit (1. ix. c. »6. in torn. ii. p. 348.). The biftiop of Tours ended 
his hittory and hts fife almofl immediately before the coaYcrfion of 
Kent. 

D d a . ^i 
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^ . .«*••' "i .' "^ ■_*•■ »i «.'. 

c H A P. of the Danube, were afflided by an army of Bar- 
barian mercenaries, whofe lawlefs tyranny was 
ijuiQCeed^.by. the ^rei^a of Thepdorii: the^Qftro- 
goth. All the . f^Vje^s of t^ic Empire, who, by 
the ufe of the Latin language, more particularly 
4cfervqd the name and pfivileges of/^ojOM^* 
were opprefled by the difgr^e.ai^d cajapyuiys bf 
focejgp jcpnqueit; and the vidorioi^ n$tti9ns, pf 
Gcnnany eftaWiflbed a new fyftgrniOf .qct^ui^^fr^ 
and governmem in the weflern countries,/)f ^^ 
roj^e./^ The^njajpfty of Rome w^s fmtly jppf^ 
f^t^d l?y ifyc prinqes pf C9nftantinc^I.% thfi fq^We 
gpji ipi?ginary.Aicqeljrprs of Auguftuj*. Y^t t||iey 
cofitii^ued to r^igw.pver, the, Eaft, from the J^iar 
t^^be to, . the .Nilf: and Tigris i the Gpthjc ..aqd 
Vand?^ kjingdomS; o£ Italy and Afri^ca.w^rs^.fi^ 
verted Ijy tl^e arn^s of Juljtiniai^ j ^nd the hiftpiy 
of the. Gr^^^ emperprs may ftjU afford a lojfg 
ferjies qf, iftftfyfl^iye , IdTons, and interiefting . rc- 

^Pjutioij^. ,r.- \ i . . ::/ ;.> : ^"• 
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n ':- .-nx.- ' ' ^ .'.- . ■ •■ • •; ^- - : ' ; 

de^ral Obfervations ort the tall of 'tie^'^bmafi 
Empire iniheWeJi. ' \ 

n^tiE Gireeks, after their country had beeil 
rcduc^ into a province, imputed the tri* 
umphs of Rome, not to the merit, but to the 
FORTUNE, of the repubKc. The inconftant god- 
defe, -who fo blindly diftributes and refumes her 
favours, had How confented (fuch was the lan- 
guage of envious flattery) to refign her wings, to 
deftdend from her globe, and to fix her firm and 
immutable throne on the banks of the Tyber\ 
A wifer' Greek, who has compofed, with a phi- 
lofophic Ipirit, the memorable hiftory of his own 
times, deprived his countrymen of this Vain and 
delufive comfort, by opening to their view the 
deep foundations of the greatnefs of Rome*. The 
fidelity of the citizens to each other, and to the 
ftate, was confirmed by the habits of education, 
and the prejudices of religion. Honour, as well 
as virtue, was the principle of the republic; the 
ambitious citizens laboured to deferve the folemn 
\ 

« Suchare the figurative exprcfiions of Plutarch (Opera, torn, ii, 
p. 318. edit. Wechel), to whom, on the fate of his fon Lamprias 
(Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, torn. iii. p. 34i')> ^ ^^^11 bolUij^ impute 
the malicious declamation, wsgi t»j? Pufjuxiuv rvx^^.* The fame opi- 
.nions had prevailed among the Greeks tw6 hundred and fifty years 
before Matarch ; and to confute them, is the profefled intention of 
Polybius (Hift. l.i. p. 90. edit. Gronov. Amftel. 1670.), 
. » See the ineftimable remains of the fixth hook of Polybius, and 
-many other parts of his general hiftory, particularly a digrefiion in 
the foventcenth book, in which he compares the phalanx and the ' 
kgion. 

D d I3 glories 
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glories of a triumph ; and the ardour of the Ro* 
man youth was kindled intp adtive emulation, as 
pften as they beheld the domeftic images of th«t 

* ^ceftors '• The temperate ftruggle§ of the pa* 
tricians and plebeians had finally eftabliftied the 
firm and equal balance of the conftitutiofe ; which 
united the freedom of popular ^ffemWics, -with 
the authority and wifdom of a fen^te, and the 

, executive powers of a reg^l magiftrate, When 
the conful difplayed the ftandard of the republic, 
each citizen bound himfelf, by the obligation of 
an oath, to draw his fword in the caufe of hi$ 
country, till he had difcharged thei facred duty by 
a military fervice , of ti?n years, This wife infti* 
tutioii continually poured into the field the fir 
ling generations of freemen and foldiers j and 
their numbers were reinforced by the wa^lflce smd 
populous ftates of Italy, who, after a b^awTcfift- 
^nce, had yielded to the valour, and embrace4 
the alliance, of the Romans. The fage hiftorian, 
who excited the virtue of the younger Scipio ^ an4 
beheld the ruin of Carthage*, has accurately 
defcribed their military fyftem ; their levies,' arms, 
•exercifes, fubordination, marches, encampments ; 

3 Salluft, de Bell. Jugurthin. c. 4. Such were the generous pro- 
fefTions of P. Scipio and Q^ Maximus. The Latin hiftorian had 
read, and moft probably tranfcribcs, Polybius, their contemporary 
-and friend. 

+ While Carthage was in flames, Scipio repeated two lines of the 
Iliad, which exprefs the deftrndtion of Troy, acknowledged to Po- 
lybius, his friend and preceptor (Polyb. in Excerpt, de Virtut tt 
\ Vit. torn. ii. p. 1455— •M65.), that while he recollected the ▼icifli- 
tudes of human affairs, he inwardly applied them to the future cal*. 
mities of Ropic (Appianrin Libyds, p. 136. edit Toll.). 

3- ^^ 
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and the invmcible legion, fu{)erior in active 
ftrength to the Macedonian phalanx of Philip an<l 
;AJexa»der. From thefe. inftitutions ef peace and 
,war, Polybius has deduced the fpirit and fuccefs 
of a people, incapable of fear, and impatient of 
l^epotfe*. The ambitious defign of conqueft, which 
ixiigkt have been defeated by the feafonable cou- 
ipiracy of mankind^ was attempted and atchievw 
edi-; . and the perpetual violation of juftice was 
inasntaiaed by the political virtues of prudence 
and courage. The arms of the republic, fomcr 
times vanquifhed in battle, always viftorious in 
)War, advanced with rapid ikps to the Euphrates, 
the Danube^ the Rhine, and the Ocean ; and the 
images of gold, or filverj> or brafs, that might ferve 
to reprefent' the nations and their kings, were 
fucce^vely broken by the iron monarchy of 
Rome *". 

ITxe rife of a city, which fwelled into an 
empire, may deferve, as a fingular 'prodigy, the 
reflexion of a philofophic mind. But the decjine 
of Rome was the natural and inevitable efFed of 
immoderate greatnefsi Profperity ripened the 
principle of decay ; the caufes of deftruQion 
multiplied with the extent of conqueftj and as 
foon as time or accident had removed the artificial 

s See Daniel, ii. 31—40. " And the fourth kingdom fliaT! bcftrong 
*« as irM ; Ibrafmuch a.> fron brcakcth in pieces, and fubducth all 
•' things '' The remainder of the prophecy (the mixture of iron 
and c/ay) was accompliihed, according tiS-St. Jcrom, in his own 
titne, Sicnt enim in principio nihil Roniftno Imperio fortius et du- 
rm5, fta in fine rerum nihil imbecillius: qiium et in bellis civiiibus 
et adverfus diverfas uationes, aliarum gentium barbaranim auxilio 
iudiijemus (Opera, tom.v. p.5 7a.)' ' ' 

D d 4 , fupports. 
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fupports, the fbi^endot^s bitint Ridded iii i-iim 
prciTure of ite own Alright, llhe {bory of/it&^rutn 
is fimple ^Hd obvioua } and inflead of ;dti^aiEi[ig' 
wby the Roman empird wa& di^itroyedv weifbonld 
rather be ' fur prifed that it- had fubfifted^ ib hing;' 
The viftoriotis . Icgicms, wfto, in diftant ^ -wais; 
acquired the vices of fttangers and merc^uories^ 
firft oppreffed the freedom o£ the republic^ and 
afterwards 'violated thfe majefty of the 'ipurpfe* 
The emperors, anxious for their perfonal ^faffecy 
and the public peace, were reduced to th€f bafe 
expedient of Corrupting the difcipli'ne which -ren-- 
dered them alike formidable to their foveragri 
and to the enemy •, the vigour of the mffitary- 
government wasf relaxed, and finally diffolved,- 
by the partial inftitutions of Qor^antine; and- 
the Roman world was overwhelmed by a deluge* 
of Barbarians. 

Tlie decay of Rome has been frequently afcrib- 
ed to the tranflation of the feat of empire ; butr 
this hiftory has already Ihewn, that the powers of" 
government were divided, rather th^n removed* 
The throne of Conftantinople was erefted in the 
Eaft; while the Weft was ftill poffeffed by a 
feries of emperors who held their refidence in 
Italy, and claimed their equal inheritance of the^ 
legions • and provinces. This dangerous novelty 
impaired the ftrength, and fomented the vices, of 
a double reign : the inftruments of an oppreffive 
and arbitrary fyftenii were multiplied ; and a vain 
emulation of luxury, not of merit, was intro^r 
diic^d and fupported between the degenerate 

' fucceflfbrs 
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fiscceffiDTS of^TheodofittS, ^ JE^xiffevfie diftrefs, ^wkioh' 
unites the- virtue of a free people, einBiitei^'tte; 
£|id]Oii5 lof ia dedhong inopu^^ -The iioftiltf 
&isi>tiritea q£ Arcadius.ai3d'HaRoriu8ifaelrayed the 
rqHiblir to its common encmieft^ .andthe-Byzsink 
.tjaa court beheld wtdb indifferciice) perhaps \9kh 
pkafiiiA ^the difgraee of Rome^^ •the misfeatuncs 
of Jtaly, arafe-the. la& of the Weft. Under the 
fucceeding reigBs^^thic ailmce of the t^o enures 
wa$ reitoced; but the aid of the Oriental Romans 
was. tardy^ doubtful, and ineiifduaU and the 
na^onal . fchilin of the Greeks and Latins .^as 
enlarged. J>y the pjerpetual diSereQce of language 
apd xnanners, of intereft, and even of religion^ 
Yet the.lalutary event approved in fome m^furc 
the judgment of Conilantine. During a long 
period of decay, his impregnable city . rep^^lled 
. the victorious armies of Barbarians, prote^ed the 
wealth of Afia, and commanded, both in peace 
wd war, the important freights which conned 
the Eu^jpne and Mediterranean fea^. The foun- 
dation of Conftantinople more effentially con- 
tributed :to the prefervation of the Eaft^. than to 
the ruin of the Weft. 
.. As th? happinefe of a future life is the great 
obj^ft. of religion, we may hear without furprife or 
fcandal^ that, the introduftion, or at leaft- the 
abufe, s>l Chriftianity, had fome influence on the 
di^cline and fall of the Roman empire. The 
clergy fuccefsfully preached the dodrines of pa* 
ti.ence and pufillanimity ; the aftive virtues of 
fociety. >vere difcpurztged ; and the laft remains 
$ of 
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of military fpirit were buried itt the tkfyki^t: a 
large portioh of public and prftate wealth <rts 
fconfecrated to the fpecious demands of charity 
and devotion; and the foldiers pay- was laviflieil 
on the ufekfs multitudes of both fexes, who couW 
only jf>lead the merits of abftinence and chaftity. 
Faith, zeal, curiofity, and the more earthly prf- 
fions of malice and ambition, kindled the flaihe 
of theological difcord ; the church, and cv^n the 
ftate, were diftraded by religious faSions, whofe 
conflifts were fomctimes bloody, and al^^ys 
implacable; the attention of the emper^lis was 
diverted from camps to fynods ; the ROInaft world 
was oppreflfed by a new fpecies of tyranny;- and 
Ihe perfecuted fefts became the fccret enemies of 
their country. Yet party-fpirit, however per^ 
ifiicious or abfurd, is a principle of vtoioil as well 
las of cKflfenfion. The bUhops, from eighteen 
hundred pulpits, inculcated the duty of paffive 
obedience to a lawful and orthodoic fovereignj 
their frequent affemblies, and perpetiiial colore- 
l^pondence, mjuntained the commynidn of d^ant 
churches ; and the benevolent teihper of the go*- 
fpel was ftrengthened, though confined, by die 
fpiritual alliance of the CatholicSt The facTed 
indolence of the monks was devoutly embraced 
by a fervile and effeminate age; tut if iupierftt* 
tion had not afforded a decent retreat, the {^xm 
vices would havfe tempted the unworthy Romans 
to defert, from bafer motives, the ftandard of thi^ 
tepiiWic. Religious precepts are 6alUy obeyed^ 
trhich indulge and*f»fl:ify the »atinral meiidfiti<M» 
- . of 
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0f ' th^r vottries ; but the pure and genuine influ- 
(cnce of Ghriftianity may be traced in its benefidal, 
though imperfeft, effefts on the Barbarian pro* 
felytes of the North, If the decline of the Romaa 
^empire was haftencd by the converfion of Con- 
^antlne, his viftorious religion broke the violence 
of the fall, and mollified the ferocious temper of 
the conquerors. 

This awfiil revohition may be ufefuUy applied 

to the inftruflion of the prefent age. .. It is the 

4uty of a patriot to prefer and promote the ex- 

clufive intereft and glory of his native country: 

but a philofopher may be permitted to enlarge 

his views, and <o confider Europe as one great 

repi^lic, whofe various inhabitants have attained 

p.lmo{t the fame level of politenefs and cultivation^ 

The balance of power will continue to fluctuate, 

and the profperity of our own, or the neighbour* 

ing kingdoms, may be alternately exalted or de- 

preflbd; but thefe partial events cannot effen- 

fially iiyure pur general ftate of happinefs, the 

fyftem of art$, and laws, and manners, which fo 

jidvantageoully diftinguiih, above the reft of, man*. 

]und> the Europeans and their colonies. . The 

Cavage nations of the globe are the common ene*- 

inies of civilifed focietyj and we may inquire 

with anxious cyriofity whether Europe is ftill 

tisreatened with a repetition of thofe calaoetities, 

Vhich formerly oppreiTed the amu-and inftitu- 

lioxis of Rome. Perhaps the fame refiefiions 

will iHuftrate the fall of that mighty empire, and 

4e^plapba the probable caufes pf Pur a£tual fecurity. ' 

^' / LThe , 
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I. TheRothaiis ^ere'igridr^ntoifthe extent of 
then danger, arid the htimbef of their enemies. 
Bcjyond the Rhine -^nd' Danube^ the northern 
etiuntries of Europe and Afia' were filled wjtfi 
innnmeraWe tribes ' of* hunters ' and fhcpheris, 
ptfor. Voracious; artd'turbutent; bold in arm^i 
and impatient to ravifli' the fruits of induftry. 
I'he Barbarian world was i agitated by the ' rapi4 
impuMe ofwarVand thfe peate bf Gaul oir* Italy 
w»8 Ihaken 4>y the diftant revolutions of 'CHna. 
The. Hubs, -'who- fled before st vifltorious eriemy^ 
dire^aed. their march t6Wards the Weft; arid' tli<| 
torrent w^s fw^led by the gradual acceffion^^ of 
captives arid aHifes. ' The ftyiitg tribes .'who tfeldeU 
to the Huns, dffumfed- in tbeir turn the fpint qf 
conqueft ; the endlcfs columii ' of ' Barbariaris 
preffed on the Roman empire \vith /accumulated 
weight ; and, if the foremoft were deftro'yed, the 
vacant fpace was inftantly repleniflied by f^ew 
affailants. Such formidable emigrations can' nq 
Ipnger ifpae from the North ; and the long 
repofe, which' has been imputed to the decreafc' 
ei population, is the happy -cbrifequence of the 
progrefs of arts and agriculture. Inftead of fome 
rude villages, thinly fcattered atnong its woods 
and moraffes, Germany now produces, a^ lift- of 
two thoufand three hundred walled 'tbwfts-J the 
,Chriftian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden,/ ajn4 
Poland, have been fucceffively eftablifhed; and 
.the Haafe jmerchants, with the Teutonic kft%hts> 
have extended their colonies along the cpaft of 
the Baltic, as far as the GixU Q^. EisJaad. siFrtmi 

the 



the Gulf qf^JFifil^d^^|^,4ji^.?^ei?^.P«aA,rR.a^^^ 
now affumeSf^t^e fqjW -^ ^.rpo^i^fful^d, <^W^^ 
empire!/^ plq^gii^jtl^. joc«fl^ jiind/the (of^ 
ai;e ii}trp4uced on :^j^e {bj^ks^-^pi^ ^^h© .Voiga,..jh« 
M^iv ^H^ iiie^L^l;,j ^d ttie fi^Vffifi of jth^ Tiir- 
tar hordes ; have U^pn lf^L^ght^t^treIfrf?ie sgad ofeeyj 
•fliip rfi|p:^of ji;idependent,%B^arifin is 7K>w oon« 
p:afted J9 a.nariiow^ip^Pr,; ««d the. remnant df 
jtjalmuc'ks oFj U^h^efjkv^p .who^eJbrq§^ n^y be alt 
mo{|^|n\imbere4,. ciwi^fft .fc^iqufty excite, the ap^ 
prehenfions p|. ^h^ gr^> republic, pf £upope^ 
Yet ,this appafpntfequrity ihould not tempt us to 
forget ihat new enemies, and unknowfi dangersi 
mVf pojjl^fy arife frowi. fame ohfcure ^people, 
fcarccly- vifible., in .the. njap of the world. Tha 
Arabs, or,. Saracep^, who fpr,ead their conquefts 
from Iniia to^.Spaip, had laftgi^jftied in poverty 
and contempt, till Mahonx^ ^}|jreathed into thof« 
favage bodies the fo^l of enthufufm. 
* U. The empire of Rome was iirmly cftabliflied 
by tHe fmgular and perfed coalitipn of its mem'- 
bers. l^hq , fubj€{£t nations, refigniijg. the hope, 
and even the >vifh^ of independence, embraced 
{he charadei; of Rpman citizens; ^d the pror 
ymces of the ^.efl were reluftantly torn by the 

.« The A-cfich'Trnd Bnglilh editors of the Genealogical Hiftory 
o{ti»e Taijliars bav< fubjoined acuri^uis, though iVnperfetff, defcrip. 
tion of their prefcnt ftatc- We might <]iieftio« the ioflcpcndence of 
the Calmuclcs, or Eluths, fincc tfiey have been recentl\ vanqnifhcd 
bf tfeie Chio^fe, Wha, in ijte year j 759* fubdued the Icflcr Bucharia, 
and advanced into tBe-conntryof Badskihafi, iiear the fources 
of thjc. Oxii8 ;(M,emoH:c3 fur. lea Chiaois,j toBi. i. p. 3*5-^ 
400.). ' But thcfe conquefts arc iJregarious, nor will I venture to 
cafurc'tfccfitfcty.oftbcaiiiitfcem^ ' 

Barbarians 
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Barbarians from the bofom cS their motdef^ 
country'* But this union was ptirchafed by thcf 
krfs of national freedom and mtKtary fpiritj' 
and die fervile provinces, deftitote of fife and 
motion, expeded their fafcty from the mertaiafy 
troops and governors, who were direfted by the 
orders^ of a diftant court. The happinefs of aii 
hundred millions depended on the perfonal merit 
of one or two men, perhaps children, whofe 
minds were corrupted by education, luxury, and' 
defpotic power. The deepcft wounds were vn.- 
Sifted on the empire during the minorities of the* 
fons and grandfons of Theodofius; and after 
thofe incapable princes feemed to attain the 
age of- manhood, they abandoned the church 
to the biftiops, ^the Rate to the eunuchs, 
and the provinces to the Barbarians. Europe is 
now divided into twelve powerful, though un- 
equal, kingdoms, three refpeftable common* 
wealths, and a variety of fmialler, though inde- 
pendent, ftates: the \:hanGes of royal and 
minifterial talents are muhiplied, at leaft with 
the number of its rulers j and a Julian, or Semi^ 
ramis, may reign in the North, while Arcadiud. 
and Honorius again flumber on the thrones of 
the South. The abufes of tyranny are reftrained 
by the. mutual influence of fear and fhamej re- 
publics have acquired order and {lability; mo- 
narchies liave imbibed the principles of freedom^ 

7 The prudent reader will determine how far this general propo- ' 
fition is weakened by the revolt of the Ifaurians, the indcpcndencd 
of Britain and Armorica, the Moorifh tribes, ortheBagauds cf^ 
Gaol and Spaia (vol.i. p. ^40. vokiiL p. %ii, 337. 434*}« 

or- 
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atftt Ifcail^ of modstSLtkfii'y and feme fen& ct 
honour sokI j.uftkd h mtroduced into the moft 
defe^we conftkutiona fay the general manners o£ 
the times. In peace, the piogrefs of kno^^dgo 
and isduftry is accelemtoari by the emulation of 
fo' many aftive riva}$:. in waiv the European 
farces are es^aroifed by ^mpernte and undeci&va 
QOQtefts. If a favagejc^HoqiMror fiiould liTiiei from 
the ddJerts of Tartary, be muft repeatedly yaij- 
qtiifli the robufl peafanj^ of Ruffia, the numerdus 
sarnies of Germany, the^ gallant noblea of France, 
and the intjepid freemen of Britain ; who, per* 
haps, might confederate for their common de- 
fence. Should the vi^fcorious Barbarians carry 
HaiRei^ and ddblation as far as the Atlantic 
Ocean^ ten thoufand veifels would ttanfport be* 
yond their purftiit tho- rem^rins 6f civilifed foeiety y 
and Europe would revive and flourifh in the 
American world, which is already filled with 
her colonies, and inftitutions *. ' - 

III. Coldi poverty, and a life of danger and 
fetigue, fortify the ftrength and courage of Bar- 
barians. In every age they have oppreffed the' 
polite and peaceful, nations of China, India, and 
Perfia, who ncglefted, and ftill negFeft, to coun-> 
terbalance thefe natural powers by the refourcea 
of military .art. The warlike ftates of antiquity, • 

« America now contains about fix millions of European Wood 
and defccnt ; and their numbers, at leaft in the North, are conti- 
n.uaUy increafing. Whatever may be the changes of their political 
ilcuatioo, they muft prcferve the manners of Europe j and we may 
refle<a with fome pleafure, that the Englifh language will probably 
be difTufed over an inunenfe and populous continent 

-^ , Greece, 
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Greece, Macedonia, -and Rome, educated a net 
of foldiers; exerctfed dieir bodies, difc^lkKd 
their courage, mukiplkd their forces by i^^ular 
evolutions, and converted the iron,, which tbsy 
poffefled into ftrong and fernceable weaqx>ns. 
But this fuperionty Infeafibly dec&ied vith their 
laws and manners ; and die fed^ policy of Con- 
ftantine and his fucceflbvs armed and inftru^ted, 
for the ruin of the empire, the rude valour of 
the Barbarian mercenaries* The militarr art 
has be.n changed by the inven^n of gunpowder ; 
which enables man to command the two moft 
powerful agents of nature, air and fire. Mathe- 
matics, chymiitry, mechanics, architedure, have 
been applied to, the fervice of war; and/the ad- 
verfe parties oppofeto each other the moft ela- 
borate modes of attack and of defence* ESfto- 
rians may indignantly obferve, that the prepara- 
tions of a fiege would found and maintain a 
fiourifliing colony * ; yet we cannot be difpleafed, 
that the fubverfion of a city fhould be a work of 
coftand difficulty; or that an induftrious people 
(hould be protefted by thofe aits, which furvive 

9 Go. avoit fiiit vcnir (for the ficfjc of Turin) 140 pieces de 
canon » «t il eft a remarquer que chaque gros canon mont^ revient a 
environ 2000 ecus: il y avoit z 10,000 boulcU; Jo6,oco~cartouches 
iTun fajoh, ct 300,000 cVune autre ; aiioco bombcs; 27,700 gre- 
nadest 15,000 facs a terre, 30,000 inftrumcns pour |e pionnage; 
i^aooyooo livres de poudre. Ajoutcz a ces munitions, }e plomb» le 
fcr, ct le fer-blanc, les cordage5» tout ce qui feit aux mineurs, 1c 
fouphre, le falp^tre, les outils de toute efpece. II eft artain que les 
frais de tons ces preparatifs de deftrudtion fuffiroient pour fonder et 
pour fairc fleurir la plus nonibreufe colonic. Voltaire> Si^cle de 
Louii XIV. c.xx. in his Worki, tcm. xi. p. 35^, 

' * . and 
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<nd fappif the decay of military virtue. Cannon 
and fdi*dficaiion8 now fimn an impregnable bar* 
raer againft the Tartar horfe ; and Europe is 
fecure from any future irruption of Barbarians ; 
fince^ before they can conquer, they muft ceafe 
to be barbarous. Their gradual advances in the 
fdence of war would always be accompanied, as 
we may team from th^ example of Ruffia, with a 
proportionable improvement in the arts of peace 
and civil policy; and they thcmfelves muft de- 
ferve a place among the polifhed nations whom 
they.fubdue. 

Should thefe fpeculations be found doubtful or 
fallacious, there ftill remains a more humble 
fourcc of comfort and hope. The difcoveries 
of ancient and modern navigators, and the doi- 
meftic hiftpry, or tradition^ of the moft en- 
lightened nations, rqprefent the himan favagej 
naked both in mind and body, and deflitute of 
laws, of arts, of ideas, and almoft of language '^ 
From this abjed conctition, perhaps the i^imitive 
and univerfal ftate of man, he has gradually 
arifen to command the animals, to fertilife the 
earth, to traverfe the ocean, and to meafure the 

'0 It would be an cafy, though tedious JUfliy to i^oduce tbe ax^- 
thorittes of poets^ pbilofophers, and hiflomns. 1 fliaU therefore 
content lUyftlfwith appealing to the decifive and authentic trftimony 
of Diodorua Sicultrs (torn. i. L i. p. ii, %%, 1. iii. p. ttj^y &c. edit. 
Weirding.)- 1*he Idhyophagi, who in his time wandered aloug 
the ihores ef the Red Sea, can onl^ be compared to the natives of 
New Holland (Dampier's Voyage«» vol. i. p. 464-«4;69.}< Fancy, or 
perhaps reafon, may ftill fuppofe an extreme and abjTolute ftate of 
tiature far below the level of thefe favages, who had acquired feme 
arts and inftruments. 

Vol. VI. E e . heavens. 
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cxercife of .his mcittal aiUb&co^ipooed: ft^qcLtifg V 

has been vitre^lar and y^m^ i^^okAy &o^ ist 

the htgwmgy : and taaraafing^ l}y' 'de^ea jimh 

j redoubled: velocity :.^-igc8^ of. iaboiious :.afc^ 

' have been^ foUQwlribyiaiiKpnent of rapid-^domi^ 

. fal ; and the Xeveral cliinater;x>f the glphb^^Ur^ 

\ felt the vkiCkMf^s pf/jlight and darkn^. ..:1ft 

the e:sperie0ce ^of fo^r tboufand yearn, ^o^id 

exdarge our ^Qf&^ and ^d^pii^^' pnr ^qD^iWr 

lienfions ; wq caf^t detex^ne* to vhat ^hdgfat 6be 

jhuman fpecies may afpire in their aduanoei. t«k^ 

.wards perfeaio;j,}^bttt U n»jidlilfeiyh«i J presumed, 

that, no pcople^c^efj^ jii^-fsice of namrcyi 

if hanged,, wUl - rel^i^ : ij|ttf^ stfejeir ariginat bar- 

barifip, :The- ji^eroveflj^ntp eff fwict)^. may be 

yiewedr-ipdeE ra/thredtdd afp^. :::t. ^he pod: 

9r philofopher ittifftritfes^ bis a^t: anil^icoipSfery by 

Ijie .c^rtf^>>sf > j^/f mind; :b|it-:tbefa.iupipior 

^vprs.^of .i^afpn^ or fa««xy iB^ritere^ani^ftjowta. 

ipoua. prqdftaioftff i»nd tfxei^enite,<^^ or 

^icerpy^rOf Jj^wUwi, ^ypuW ^excitftij^ds .adnwir 

tion, if ,^hey ?ould be crqitted.hy the mil of a 

P^SV^y.jOii^ ?le^ns of a <pre^qptpr* a^^JChe 

benefits of law and policy, of trade and manu- 

faft^^eas, of arts .ai^d fcieAc§8,' are Hi<Mre foUd and 

' permanent; and many individual^' nlay be quali- 

^fied,' by education and, difciplingi to promote^ in 

'thdr refpedive ftations, rii^ inlareft of the com- 

^'■••''See tHc learned and fat!on2ir,work,^tttc Prefidcnt Go^uet, dc 
, .TOrigrne des Loix dcs Arts ct des Sciences. He traces fxom Jst&Sp 

br conjeAures (torn. L"p/i47-5];^37,\cdit'i;>mg0«»t*!e.6rifeaaJ^ 
difficullftcpsofhumintevenflon.' " ^ 

munity. 
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^min^t jaut tUs fOieial oi4or ir the dSkS: of 
&ilL and laboarr ^^ the C0R^eac ttiadhiaery 
laaybe deca^reii Joytba^f^f injured by violence. 
P FortiupdBly for itemkmd^rtbe tnei^, ytfisfol; 
^m^M ieaft; opioit ciocod^ laits, caa 'be per- 
limnid. L<|DthWtuvi«|Kri talem^^ o^ natbnal 
4«fa9r4iiaatio|i| ^»d«hoai^tHe povren of one^ or the 
mfifoo ^'HiUiffy. Each l^illage/ each -fettnily, each 
lnAnSdual^ poft aiwAys poiefs both ability and 
Indiwtioni to perpetuate the ufe of fire '^ and 
of iii«taJs; ihjs pwJpagfttion and fisrvice of do- 
meftic animals y the methods of hunting and 
.fiflring } the rudirtient» of navigation j the imper- 
-fca cultivation of' corn, or other nutritive grain ; 
and the fimple pradice of die mechanic trades. 
IVivate genius aftd public induftry may be ex- 
tirpated} but thcfe hardy plants furvive the 
Cempeft, and ftrikc sm cverlafting root into the 
moft unfavourable foil. The fplendid days of 
Auguftu3 and Tnyan wo-e eclipfed by a cloud df 
ignorance; and the Barbariani fubverted Ac 
y laws and palaces of Rome. But the fcythe, the 
invention or emblem of Saturn '% ftill con* 
tinned annually to mow the harvefts of Italy j 

» It is certain, however llr;uige, that ttiany nations have been 
ignorant of the ufc of fire. Even the ingenious natives of Otabeite 
who are dcftitute of metals, liaxe not invented toy ^rthen veiTels 
capable of inftaining the adion of fire, and of communicating the 
heat to the liquida'wiiieh they contain. 

«3 Fhitarch, Quapft. Rom. in torn. ii. p. %^|^. Ufacrob* Satunnl. 
1. i. c. Z, p. 154. edit, London. ' The arrival of Satiirn ^of his re- 
ligious worfliip) in a Ihip, may indicate, that the favage coaft of 
X/^tiuin was firft di&o?ered and ci?3lftd by tbe PhceoiciaoSf 

and 
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iad the human feafts c^ the Lacftrigons '^ have 
never been renewed on die <:oaft <rf Campania. 
. Since the firft difcovery of the arts, war, com- 
merce, and religious zeal have diffufed, among 
the favages of the Old and New World, thefe 
ineftimable gifts : they have been fticceffively 
propagated; they can never be Idl. We may 
therefpre acquidfce in the plealing conclufion, 
that every age of the world has increafed, and ftill 
increafes, the real wealth, the happinefs, the 
knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the human 
race". 

M- In the ninth and tenth books of the Odyflcy, Homer has enu 
belliflied the tales of fearfal and'credurous failors, who transformed 
the cannibals of Italy and Sicily into monftrous giants. 

'5 The merit of difcorery has too often been fiained with airarlce, 
cruelty, and fanaticifm ; and the intercourfe of nations ha»produced 
the communication of di&afe and p-ejmlice. A fingulat exception 
is due to the virtue of our own times and countrl. Th^ five great 
Toyages fucceflively undertaken by the command of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, were infpired by the pure antf generous love of fcience and 
of mankind. The i(ame prince» adapting his benefa<3ions to the 
diffiu-ent ftages of fociety» has founded a ichool of painting in his 
capital ; and has introduced into the iflands of the South Sea> the 
vegetables and animals tnolt ufbful to human life. 
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